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mobilise members for the 
strike.

“As an affiliate of NLC, all 
members of our union are 
hereby directed to join this 
action of NLC to protect the 
in terest  o f  N iger ian 
workers and the leadership 
of the union. Zonal 
coordinators and branch 
cha i rpe r sons  shou ld  
immediately mobilise our 

nat ionwide industr ia l  
action effective Wednesday 
over the brutalisation of 
Comrade Joe Ajaero, 
President of the NLC, in 
Owerri, Imo State.

The ASUU President, 
Emmanue l  Osodeke ,  
directed in a letter to ASUU 
zonal coordinators and 
branch chairpersons across 
the country to immediately 

members to participate in 
the action,” Osodeke wrote 
in the letter.

On its part, the Maritime 
Workers Union of Nigeria 
(MWUN) directed workers 
to shut all port formations 
across the country.

In a statement by Head 
of Media, John Ikemefuna, 
on behalf of the President-
General, Prince Adewale 

13, 2023, directing all 
affiliates of the Congress to 
strictly comply.

“The NLC and Trade Union 
Congress (TUC) took this 
decision after their joint 
meeting in Abuja, which 
was prompted by a series 
o f  i n f r a c t i o n s  a n d  
encroachments of the 
rights of workers, and the 

Adeyanju, the union said: 
“The Maritime Workers 
Union of Nigeria (MWUN) 
will midnight, Tuesday 14, 
2 0 2 3 ,  c o m m e n c e  a  
nationwide strike.

“The strike is on the 
instruction of the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) 
after its National Executive 
Council (NEC) meeting 
held on Monday, November 

he Academic Staff 
U n i o n  o f  TU n i v e r s i t i e s  

(ASUU) has directed its 
members to join the 
n a t i o n w i d e  s t r i k e  
declared by the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) 
and the Trade Union 
Congress (TUC).

Organised labour, on 
Monday,  dec la red  a  

ASUU, Maritime, electricity workers and banks have joined the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), Trade 
Union Congress (TUC) who embarked on a nationwide industrial action.

his administration will 
continue to support the 
geographic management 
system in the state.

W h i l e  a p p l a u d i n g  
GEOSON for their role in 
ear th  sc iences ,  the  
governor thanked them for 
deeming it fit to bestow an 
a w a r d  o n  h i m  i n  
recognition of his policies 

have been issued which is 
being experienced for the 
first time in a few months.

The governor used the 
occasion and called on the 
Commissioner of Land and 
Survey to intensify efforts 
in that direction so as to 
generate more revenue for 
the state.

He further stressed that 

that his administration was 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
geographic management 
system in view of the huge 
benefits. He noted that 
technology has made 
things easier  which 
hitherto were difficult to 
achieve. 

He said in just two 
months, 550 land titles 

L A T E A U  S t a t e  PGovernment is to 
leverage on cutting-edge 
technology to tackle the 
age-long security issue in 
the state.

The government said it 
would use geo-strata data 
and remote  sens ing  
technology to adequately 
tackle the security problem 
that has bedeviled the 
state.

 From DUMAH RANDONG,

aimed at promoting data 
sciences.

Earlier, Dr Sola Laka had 
said the society which was 
founded in 2001, is an 
umbrella body of all earth 
scientists dedicated to 
promoting and advancing 
geospatial technology in 
Nigeria. 
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Nigeria’s environment not attractive for investment

Another boat mishap claims over 20 people in Taraba

30m Nigerians other Africans could be free from poverty
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H E  F e d e r a l  TGovernment has said 
that the strike action 
embarked upon by the 
Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC) and the Trade Union 
Congress (TUC) is not in 
the national interest but a 
move to blackmail the 
government.

In a release signed by the 
Special Adviser to the 
President on Information & 
S t r a t e g y,  M r  B a y o  
Onanuga, the government 
condemned the action of 
NLC/TUC to cal l out 
workers to commence a 
strike action from midnight 
of Wednesday, despite a 
restraining order issued 
last week by Justice 
Benedict Backwash Kanyip 
of the National Industrial 
Court.

The government said the 
strike action is “illegal, 
immoral, unjustifiable and 
irresponsible. What the 
strike notice issued Monday 

night after official hours 
suggests is it's designed for 
a sinister and hidden 
agenda to cause undue 
h a r d s h i p  a n d  c i v i l  
disturbance in our country.

“This decision by the NLC 
and TUC other than being 
an ego tripping is clearly 
unwarranted. It is a move 
t o  b l a c k m a i l  t h e  
g ove r n m e n t  b y  t h e  
leadership of the NLC,” the 
government said in the 
release.

“We are still at a loss as to 
the reason the NLC and 
TUC decided to punish a 
whole country of over 200 
million people over a 
personal matter involving 
the NLC President, Mr. Joe 
Ajaero, whose error of 
judgment led to the assault 
on him in Owerri while he 
was planning to incite the 
workers in Imo State into a 
needless strike. 

“Wh i l e  the  Federa l  

ASUU, Maritime, electricity 
workers, banks join labour strike

NLC, TUC strike action not 
in national interest - FG

G o v e r n o r  C a l e b  
Mutfwang disclosed this 
when the Geo-information 
So c i e t y  o f  N i g e r i a ,  
GEOSON, led by Dr Sola 
Laka paid him a visit at the 
Old Government House, 
Rayfield in Jos recently.

Governor  Mut fwang 
represented by his deputy, 
Mrs Josephine Piyo stated 

PLSG leverages technology to tackle security
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dist ress ing inc idents  
involving the abduction 
and assault on the NLC 
President, Comrade Joe 
Ajaero and other Unions' 
officials.

“ T h e r e ' s  a l s o  t h e  
continued refusal of the 
government to implement 
agreements, non-payment 
of backlog of salaries, 
pensions, discriminatory 
payment of salaries and 
non-compliance to national 
minimum wage.

“As an affiliate of the NLC, 
the MWUN is geared to 
commence the nationwide 
strike as directed by the 
NLC.”

Meanwhile, the National 
Un ion  o f  E l ec t r i c i t y  
Employees, National Union 
of Banks Insurance & 
Financial  Inst itut ions 
Employees, and Union of 
Food Beverage & Tobacco 
Employees have directed 
all members and affiliates 
of the different Unions to 
join the Strike.

STATISTICS have shown 
that Plateau State is 
second to none among 
states across the country 
in terms of reporting 
human rights violations, 
because of the continuous 
awareness and advocacy 
programmes carried out by 
the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC)'s 
State Office over the years.

The  P l a t eau  S t a t e  
Coordinator of the National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC), Mrs. Veronica 
Abe, disclosed this recently 
while in an interview with 
THE NIGERIA STANDARD 
in Jos, the Plateau State 
capital.

She said, "Rating the 
level of human rights 
violations in Plateau State, 
I will say it is coming down 
and I will also say, it is on 
the increase. Coming down 
in the sense that people 
now know that when you 
violate somebody's right, 
the society and the 
authorities are watching 
you and can come after 
you.

"Going high, I will say, we 
now have a lot of violations 
being reported because of 
the awareness we have 
been able to create. So, 
people now know that they 
can reach out to a 
particular institution and 
you know, we are set up by 
the government and 
honestly, our services are 
free.

"So, it has encouraged a 
lot of people to come out 
and report these violations 
and Plateau State is 
leading in that awareness 

reporting. Our advocacy 
has helped a great deal, 
because it has exposed a 
lot of violations. Before 
now, a lot of people were 
kind of silent and did not 
want to speak out on the 
violations.

"But now that they know, 
through the films and 
awareness creation, they 

are able to see other 
people's stories. People are 
now beginning to be aware 
of human rights issues as 
they see themselves in the 
same situation and have 
the right to voice out", Abe 
enthused.

The State Coordinator 
therefore, commended the 
State Government and 
other partners in the fight 
against human rights 
violations and hoped that 
m o r e  a n d  g r e a t e r  
engagement would further 
encourage more people to 
know their rights when 
violated and the society 
would be better off.

She, however, disclosed 
that the NHRC has over the 
years, engaged students in 
both secondary schools 
and the universities on 
human rights violations 
issues and had recorded 
tremendous successes 
within the period under 
review.

He commended Governor 

Mutfwang whose policies 

are geared towards the 

promotion of data science. 
He disclosed that they 

have decided to honour 

Governor Mutfwang and 

former Governor Jonah 

David Jang during whose 

t e nu r e  t h e  P l a t e au  

Geographic Information 

System, PLAGIS was 

established which covers a 

wide range of sectors 

including security at their 

conference commenced 

Monday.
Government does not 
condone any form of 
violence and assault on any 
c i t i z e n  o f  N i g e r i a  
regardless of social and 
economic status, it is on 
record that the Inspector 
General of Police has 
ordered an investigation 
into what happened to Mr. 
A j a e r o ,  w h i l e  t h e  
Commissioner of Police in 
Imo State, under whose 
w a t c h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
happened,  has been 
transferred out of the 
State. 

“Calling out workers on a 
national strike over a 
personal issue of a labour 
leader despite a clear court 
order against any industrial 
action amounts to an abuse 
of privilege. Power at any 
level should never be used 

T H E  i n v e s t m e n t  
environment in Nigeria is 
not attractive enough, a 
panel of experts said on 
Monday.

The experts spoke during a 
session themed “Corrosive 
and Constructive Capital 
Inflow in Africa: Regulatory 
Framework and Governance 
Gaps” at the ongoing Media 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Conference organised by 
the Centre for Journalism, 
I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  
Development (CJID) in 
Abuja on Monday.

The experts explained that 
instability and uncertainty 
among other factors have 
made the nation's economy 
too risky for investments.

Speaking on Monday, Lola 
Adekanye, African program 
director of the Centre for 
I n t e rna t i ona l  P r i va te  
Enterprise, these issues are 
affecting the nation's ability 
to attract the needed 
investment, adding that the 
primary one among them is 
t he  env i r onmen t  f o r  
investment and growth.

You will always hear that 
investors like stability, there 
is a need to be trustworthy 
in the business sector and 
what that translates to is 
this, if I put my money in 
any business, I want to be 
sure that my return on 
investment is guaranteed. I 
want to be sure because I 
don't want to put N20,000 
into a business and earn less 
than N15,000 from it. 
Especially when there is 
investment competition for 
that capital for the same 
investment in many other 
regions.

“So the environment for 
investment in Nigeria is not 
attractive enough. Because 
investors now worry about 
different kinds of risks and 
political risk is one,” she 
said.

“For instance, we talked 
about the investment in the 
Abuja-Kaduna rail, and then 
there was the insecurity 
attack. I am not sure what 

to settle personal scores. 
Rather it should be used to 
p r o m o t e  c o l l e c t i v e  
progress and advance 
national interest.

“Our national economy 
and social activities should 
not suffer because of the 
personal interest of any 
labour leader. This flagrant 
disobedience to a court 
order and lack of respect 
for the judiciary should not 
be what the organised 
Labour should champion. 

“The labour movement 
has a lways been a 
champion of the rule of law 
and respect for the 
judiciary. It is a sad irony 
that the current labour 
leaders have shown 
d i s d a i n  a n d  u t t e r  
disregard for court order,” 
the statement read in 
part.

PLSG 
leverages 

technology to 
tackle security

NLC, TUC strike action not 
in national interest - FG

ASSU, Maritime, 
electricity

workers, banks 
join labour strike

Plateau tops in human rights 
violation awareness

BY EZEKIEL DONTINNA

Nigeria's environment not 
attractive for investment 

– Experts

insurance we have to 
recover the loss that we 
expe r i enced  o r  s t i l l  
incurring from that rail 
project that is not working 
optimally right now. And so, 
investors, before they 
invest, look at the track 
record of other investments 
that have been in the 
country before and when 
they see that the return on 
investment is not as 
guaranteed, it's reducing 
and there are too many 
unstable indicators, they 
won't be attracted to invest.

“And  un fo r tunate ly,  
capital goes where there is 
stability and there are other 
places where there is trust 
and stability and where the 
return of investment is 
guaranteed. So basically, 
it's still a very risky market 
in Nigeria,” she added.

She explained that there 
i s  a  n e e d  f o r  t h e  
government to promote 
stability in the economy 
through effective fiscal 
policies, and to boost 
opportunities for private 
sector growth.

S h e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
condemned the misuse of 
the country-borrowed 
funds, which are spent on 
recurrent expenditure 
r a t h e r  t h a n  c a p i t a l  
expenditure. She explained 
that spending funds on 
capital expenditure can be 
turned into economic value 
over time.

Government is borrowing 
to  se rv i ce  recur r ing  
expenditure, government is 
borrowing to give out 
palliatives that do not 
demonstrate enough trust 
t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  o n  
i n v e s t m e n t  w i l l  b e  
guaranteed. And so these 
a re  th ings  tha t  the  
government has to work 
on,” she noted.

“It's not an easy process. 
It's a difficult, methodical 
and strategic process that 
the government has to 
fo l low, but i t  is  an 
important, very important 

one to do,” she added.
A l s o  s p eak i n g ,  t h e  

Executive Director of the 
C e n t r e  f o r  F i s c a l  
Transparency and Integrity 
Watch, Umar Yakubu, 
explained that the country 
c u r r e n t l y  h a s  a n  
infrastructure deficit which 
can be  met  through 
investments.

He noted that the country 
is lagging in terms of due 
diligence when it comes to 
the use of borrowed funds.

“Our level of due diligence 
is very low. We sign 
contracts without properly 
understanding what we're 
supposed to do. Even if we 
do understand them, we do 
not sometimes sign them for 
nat ional  interest  and 
national security purposes,” 
he said.

“That is why you see that 
you will fall into a lot of 
problems when the monies 
have been collected, and 
when it comes to paying you 
will not see the value for 
money.

“ W e  h a v e  t o  a l s o  
strengthen our internal 
systems, when you borrow 
money, you know that the 
future generations are going 
to pay so you have to ensure 
that the money is properly 
utilised.”

Meanwhile, she explained, 
there needs to be more 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  
management of investment 
funds.

“Like I said earlier Nigeria 
is indebted to $250 billion. If 
you ask for the components 
of those loans, you will see 
how we borrow them.

“But were the citizens 
engaged, were the media 
invited, were people invited 
to see and probably 
scrutinise how we use the 
money we borrowed?

“You find out that they 
were not there. I think we 
just need to add due 
diligence, transparency and 
accountability to go with 
what is being borrowed for 
effectiveness,” he said

Adekanye

Mutfwang

Madubuko
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GOSA National President, Engr. Sunday Hyat mni (left) with the Chairman,2023 
GOSA Convention , Dinner/Awards Night, His Highness, Engr. Isiyaku Danlami 
Yusufu, Sarkin Wusasa Zaria

Representative of Governor Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, Arc Samuel Nanchang 
Jatau and other members of the Gindiri Old Students Association in prayer mood

Former National President, Prof. Suleiman Bogoro (right) presenting award to  
former Head of Service, Barr. Hulda Fwangchi, middle is  the Sum Pyem, HRH 
Charles Mato Dakat

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Mutfwang and other GOSA and GICOSA members 
singing during the Service

Plateau State Governor, Barr Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang delivering his speech at 
the GOSA Reunion Service at Ulsher Church, Gindiri

Cross section of GOSA and GICOSA at the Reunion Service

Governor Mutfwang in a handshake with the COCIN President, Rev. Dr. Amos 
Musa Mozho

HoS, Barr.  Rauta Dakok,  CMAC JUTH,  Dr.  Josiah Njem in a group photograph 
with other award recipients
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Gindiri Old Students Association (GOSA) mini convention, Award Night and Reunion Service took place at Crispan Hotel and Ulster Church Gindiri 
respectively with the Executive Governor of Plateau State, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang, former Executive Secretary, TETfund , Prof. Elias 

Suleiman Bogoro and other GOSA's in attendance

2023 GOSA CONVENTION, AWARD DINNER AND REUNION















THE Nigeria Standard came from the 
impulse of one man. But by the time it took 
its form, it had become the standard bearer 
of the vision around which the aspirations of 
the people were molded.  Conceived in a 
moment of exasperation, it rolled off the 
press in haste, just a few months after 
former Governor JD Gomwalk had seen off 
the then Mid-West State Governor, Col. 
Samuel Ogbemudia who had visited him. A 
snobbish treatment of the visit by the 
northern-owned newspaper, New Nigerian 
was the spark that ignited the flurry of 
activities leading to the establishment of the 
paper.

Coming when it did, against the odds that it 
faced, the birth of The Nigeria Standard 
spoke of the urgency of the issues for which 
it came; for the presence and place of the 
country's minority groups under the federal 
system; and for the unification of the 
hotchpotch of Nigeria's ethnic nationalities 
for the greater good.     

The newspaper set out its mission as 
follows:

“Today, we join the growing family of the 
nation's news media. And we dedicate 
ourselves to the service of helping to build a 
strong and virile press that will enhance the 
enlightenment of our people, promote better 
understanding and ethnic harmony among 
the various groups that make up this great 
country and contribute to the economic 
advancement of and political stability of our 
country.

“in carrying out our sacred duty of 
moulding public opinion, we shall not allow 
selfish motives or sectional interest to 
becloud our sense of national duty. We are 
born at a momentous period in the history of 
our country, a time when the Federal and 
state governments have embarked on 
gigantic programmes aimed at building a 
solid foundation for economic take-off and 
political stability.

“We owe it a duty not only to support the 
effort of the governments in this regard, but 
also to create a favorable atmosphere in 
which the people will continue to cooperate 
with government in their task of nation-
building. We can only do this if truth, 
objectivity and fair play form the cardinal 
principles of reports and comments.

“For the benefit of the government and the 
governed, we will always offer constructive 
criticisms and maintain a virile editorial 
policy within the limits of the law. We will 
advise, implore, exhort, explain and criticize 
whenever necessary, without fear or favor.

“And as a vehicle of information, we will 
also undertake to interpret correctly 
government policies and measures to the 
people and relay the people's reactions and 
views on such measures back to the 
government for its guidance. As one of the 
national couriers of news and views, our 
principal political objective is to play up all 
the factors that contribute towards the 
promotion of unity and trample on those that 
tend to kindle narrow nationalism, 
parochialism, and selfish tribal interests 
which are not only the symbols of disunity, 
but are capable of frustrating a nation's hope 
for a more progressive endeavor.

“Our task to the nation is difficult. But our 
ability to perform it satisfactorily will depend 
entirely on the amount of co-operation which 
we receive from you. We therefore appeal to 
all of you not only to co-operate with us but 
to patronize us in order to make The Nigeria 
Standard a success.”               

The newspaper was on the newsstands for 
the first time on July 8, 1972, decreed into 
life by Governor Gomwalk via Edict No. 6 of 
1972, containing that editorial that set the 
tone for the pursuit of its grand ambitions.

Simple but assertive, confident but not 
condescending, the newspaper proclaimed 
its mission with the force of its convictions, 
and followed same with equal intensity. From 
the press of The Nigerian Observer 
newspaper in Benin, Mid-West State, 

production of The Nigeria Standard 
newspaper moved to Jos two years later, in 
1974. It was said to be a dreary start as a 
former editor of the paper, Dan Agbese 
describes it in the book, JD Gomwalk: A 
man of vison. Dan Agbese says, “we did not 
just work, we plodded. Everything was set 
up for maximum mental and physical 
punishment. It fell to the Government 
Printer to produce the newspaper. But it was 
done manually. This meant that every word 
was hand composed with the compositors 
picking individual letters from trays 
containing various typefaces…the agony was 
unbearable. We had no respite, we had the 
Printing Press to contend with too. It was a 
small letter press with its technology 

th
anchored in the 18  Century.”  

With the production machine only suited 
for  the preced ing generat ion o f  
newspapering, with limited circulation of the 
paper and lacking in timeliness, it was 
indeed morning yet on creation day. Still, 
over time, The Nigeria Standard has 
provided the voice it set out to provide for 
sections of the society whose voices are 
hardly heard in the noisy clamour for 
resources and recognition. 

Coming on stream when it did, The 
th

Nigeria Standard became the 6  oldest 
newspaper in the country and the second 
oldest in the North after the New Nigerian. 
But it is renowned for higher duties for the 
country than for its long life in the print 
media world. As it evolved into the behemoth 
that it became on the media space, it 
branched out into other publications 
designed to meet peculiar needs. The 
Sunday Standard, The Nigeria Standard 
on Saturday, Yancin Dan Adam and The 
Rock magazine, all came at different times 
in the heyday of the newspaper. 

Buoyed by its popularity and wide 
circulation, the newspaper attained heights 
that tend to belie its fortunes in later years. 
It is on record that even foreign 
governments, including the governments of 
the United States of America and the Soviet 
Union at some time invited an editor of the 
paper, Gideon Barde for visits to their 
countries. History also records that 
sometime during the Gen. Olusegun 
Obasanjo military regime, The Nigeria 
Standard was among the accredited media 
outfits on the entourage of the then Head of 

State when he visited The Gambia and 
Liberia.

But The Nigeria Standard's years of 
relative stability and progress, like other 
media of the 1980s and 1990s, would be 
troubled by the increasing arrogance and 
unrestrained ambition of a military class that 
had apparently lost sight of its primary 
mission. The Nigeria Standard, however, 
never abdicated its watch-dog calling, 
becoming more assertive in its demand for 
responsive and responsible leadership. In its 
reports and editorials, there was no let-up in 
the intensity of its critique of the military 
government, for which, reports said, it was 
at one time described as tending towards 
being a “Communist Manifesto”. 

The most recognizable face of the 
newspaper's radical bent was a former 
editor, Jonathan Ishaku whose running 
battles with the military junta got him fired 
twice in 1986/87 by the then Military 
Administrator of Plateau State, Col. 
Lawrence Onoja! And then there was the 
incident surrounding the famous Standard 7. 
T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  s e v e n  s e n i o r  
editors/members of the Editorial Board of 
the paper who had resigned their 
appointments following the annulment of the 
results of the June 12, 1993, presidential 
election in which Chief Moshood Abiola of the 
Social Democratic Party was expected to 
win. 

The editors/Editorial Board members were 
Emma Gogwim, Gideon Mitu, Cyril Ogah, 
Harris Dawurang, Wilson Yale and Usman 
Abu. They had written the now legendary 
“This is Our Stand” editorial which 
demanded that the electoral process should 
be concluded and the winner declared. 
Asked by Government to retract that 
editorial, they stood up to the authorities and 
would rather quit their jobs! The seventh 
among them, Danjuma Abah, was of the 
Sub-Desk but decided to join the defiant 
party in solidarity!

As the military era stretched the polity to its 

limits, putting the media on their toes, there 

were concomitant economic drawbacks with 

serious implications for media practice. As a 

consequence, the fortunes of the media, 

among other sectors across the country 

began to dwindle. The glory days of The 

Nigeria Standard had begun to recede. 

From a local newspaper to a respectable 

 

  

national daily, the paper's downward slide 

was aided by aging machines, shortage of 

consumables and a gradual thinning of the 

very good hands that took it to the very top.  
When the Corporation moved its physical 

presence to No. 5, JD Gomwalk Road in 

1975, its massive, ten-story building 

represented  the  p innac le  o f  i t s  

achievements, a fitting tribute to its 

grandiose goals. Christened Joseph 

Gomwalk House, after the founder of the 

organization, it was simply a statement on 

the Corporation's gigantic ambitions and the 

boldness of its vision. Sharing The Nigeria 

Standard precincts with other key areas of 

innovativeness such as the Commercial 

Printing department, which produced the 

popular Cactus Exercise Books, the idea was 

also for more income streams for the 

Corporation. And while these revenue 

generating organs of the Corporation turned 

the wheels of its operations, The Nigeria 

Standard voice was heard in all its 

distinctiveness.
However, from limited circulation to a drop 

in the frequency of production, from being 

out of print to shortage of circulation vans, 

from the once-respectable national paper to 

a provincial mouthpiece, it has no doubt 

been a steep decline for The Nigeria 

Standard. As it is, the iconic JD Gomwalk 

House is just a shell of its old self, left in 

abeyance for years, serving no economic 

purpose. And then there are printing 

machines that have simply served out their 

time at The Nigeria Standard. Mostly 

outdated and virtually beyond salvation, 

they remain mere relics of the past. What is 

more, a depleting staff population, in no 

mood for the drudgery that is the profession, 

is no good news for the future of the paper. 

Now, are the best days of The Nigeria 

Standard behind it? 
Somewhere in the production area of the 

newspaper outfit is the Goss Printing Press, 

which has churned out several thousand 

copies of the newspaper since the 1970s 

when it was installed. This German-made 

machine it was that printed the vivacious 

reports, seminal articles and prodigious 

writings that all together constitute the 

highpoint of The Nigeria Standard story. 
But the legendary Goss now grinds slowly 

to an impending end. Weakened by age, it 

idles away as another one, the City-Line 

Web-Off Set, takes its place. In the midst of 

the despondency of the moment, this new 

one embodies the possibilities of the future. 

With the potential to re-launch the paper 

onto the path of greatness once again, it 

awaits the tonic that its own season requires. 
Built in India and shipped into the country 

in 2014, the new press is several notches 

higher in its technology than anything The 

Nigeria Standard has ever seen. However, 

its advanced technology is not an end in 

itself. Like it was in the past, the philosophy 

that underpinned the establishment of the 

newspaper must be in the center of the plans 

for its rebirth.
There is no gainsaying that recruitment of 

staff in all departments of the corporation, 

training of technical personnel for the 

transfer of knowledge on the new machine 

and re-orientation of editorial staff are 

among the essentials for a turn-around that 

is being sought. But all this can only be 

realized in a work environment that 

enhances optimal performance.  
Fifty years after its founding, The Nigeria 

Standard finds itself in the age of the 

internet and the New Media. Bolstered by an 

unwavering spirit, it has survived the 

vagaries of the media environment, outliving 

many of its kind to be the brand that it is 

today. For the future, for its relevance and 

continued survival, its new approaches must 

fully exploit the vast resources that the 

information superhighway provides. This is a 

key requirement of the newspaper as it 

seeks to reinvent itself in the new age.
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A providential state visit from the South had exposed the political underbelly of the North. But it was more than that. It was also the beginning of a story 
that has hardly changed in the general run of the Nigerian odyssey. It is the story of the struggle for identity and how it found a voice to express itself. 
WULIME GOYIT writes.

Fifty years: The Story of The Nigeria Standard







OPEN defecation is the Human 
act of excreting in the open as 
opposed to a latrine. Individuals 
may pick f ie lds, hedges, 
woodlands, trench, roads, 
waterways or other open space 
for defecation. They do so either 
on the ground that they don't 
have a Latrine or because of 
customary practices. The training 
is normal where sterilisation 
framework and administrations 
are not accessible. Ragardless of 
whether latrine are accessible, 
conduct change endeavours may 
be expected to advance the 

Utilization of latrines. 'Open 
Defecation Free'(ODF) ISA term 
used to depict networks that have 
moved to Utilizing Latrines rather 
than open defecation. This can 
occur, for Instance, after local 
area driven complete disinfection 
programs have been executed.

Open defecation can destroy the 
climate and mess up wellbeing 
.Undeniable degrees of open 
defecation are connected to high  
c h i l d   m o r t a l i t y ,  p o o r  
nourishment, destitution, and 
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NIGERIA’S electoral process over the years, has 

suffered some setbacks due to irregularities 

recorded  dur ing  e lect ions  and  other  

unwholesome acts which provoke aggrieved 

parties to seek for redress in court. The 

implication is off-cycle elections that have to be 

conducted after the long tussle among parties in 

court. 
UNFORTUNATELY, it has become the norm in 

Nigeria. Off-cycle elections are primarily 

determined by their deviation from the general 

election cycle. Apart from being a drain on 

resources,( Nigeria spends billions to conduct off-

cycle elections and tax payers money goes to 

cater for off- cycle election), it is a pointer to 

corruption in our electoral process, giving the 

nation a bad name in the comity of nations. 
NIGERIA returned to democracy in 1999 and has 

held general elections every four years since. But, 

for differing reasons, courts have overturned or 

changed some election results, which has 

affected the elected official's specified tenure. 
CURRENTLY, all off-cycle elections in Nigeria, 

especially when tied to contests managed by the 

Independent National Electoral Commission 

(INEC), are governorship contests. Section 180 

(2) of the Nigerian Constitution specifies that a 

governor vacates the office four years from the 

date they first take the oath of office. 
IN most cases, especially when an already serving 

governor wins at a tribunal or court, the term 

continues since they would have been sworn in 

during the originally determined date. 
HOWEVER, this changes if the court’s decision leads 

to a new governor taking office, especially if this 

person belongs to a party different from the 

incumbent governor. As a result, this leads to a 

new swearing-in date to ensure that the term 

does not exceed or fall short of the four-year term 

specified in the constitution.
THE off- circle electoral process is becoming too 

often that many Nigerians showed concern during 

the recent elections in Bayelsa, Kogi and Imo 

states.
IT was on this premise that former President 

Goodluck Jonathan had called on the National 

Assembly to amend the 1999 Constitution to put 

an end to the off-season exercise. Using the 

election as a unique opportunity, he pleaded that 

Nigeria needs to block this off-season election. He 

described the exercise as “odd” and “not a global 

best practice.”  Let the country elect its officials at 

the same time like America that elects everybody 

at the same time and gives room for no other 

elections. 
ACCORDING to Goodluck, if Nigeria continues on 

this path, based on our laws by the judicial 

officers, there will be a time the Nigerian 

presidential election will be off season.
AS worrisome as it is, we therefore call for the 

amendment of the electoral laws and the 

constitution so as to put an end to the off- circle 

elections in Nigeria. By harmonizing the electoral 

processes, it will enable Nigeria to practice an 

American type of democracy. A grace of 6 months 

for court cases that may arise by aggrieved 

parties, to wrap up all court cases, after which, all 

victors are sworn-in on the same date, just as the 

Americans do. 
WE add our voice to that of Goodluck  Jonathan, and 

advise the government to fully embrace the 

American style, which does not give room for off- 

cycle elections thereby harmonizing the whole 

political processes in Nigeria.
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THE rate of abortion among 
female students is becoming much 
and worrisome in the sense that 
most of the students don't know 
the risk and side effects involved in 
abortion and what it often results 
in the future.

Abortion is said to be the 
t e rm i na t i o n  o f  unwan t ed  
pregnancy. Students use pills and 
other substances during abortion 
which often results to future 
health risk and it causes 
weakening of cervix, damage to 
the womb. In other words, it 
increases a woman's risk of future 
pre - term deliveries.

Most students don't think of their 
future rather they think of present 
situation which a girl gets pregnant 
for like 3 to 4 times in school and 
what she could think of is abortion 
not  know ing  the  poss ib l e 
complications and damages it will 
cause her.

An unsafe abortion can endanger 
a woman's reproductive health and 
can lead to serious life threatening 
complications such as severe 
h e m o r r h a g e ,  b l e e d i n g ,   
inflammatory disease, secondary 
infertility and even death. 

The reason why some ladies don't 

give birth after getting married is 
because they have done several 
abortions and they don't know 
the evacuation process.

Before you involve yourself in 
any elective process of abortion 
its important to know the 
potential impacts it could have on 
your body and future.

It's advisable that after any 
abortion the girl should go for 
pregnancy evacuation in order to 
wash away the tissues that stick in 
the womb in so as to avoid damage 
of the womb.

Gwamna Beckly Nehemiah, 
I T  S t u d e n t ,  F e d e r a l  
Polytechnic Bauchi State.

huge incongruities among  rich 
and poor .Finishing open 
defecation is a marker being 
utilized to quantify  progress 
towards  the Sustainable 
Development Goal Number 
6.Outrageous needness and 
absence of sterilisation are 
g e n u i n e l y  c o n n e c t e d .  
Accordingly, wiping out open 
defecation is believed to be a 
significant piece of the work. 
Nigeria is among the countries 
with the most noteworthy 
n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
rehearsing open crap, assessed 
at more than 46 million 
individuals. The training has 
negatively affected the people, 
particularly kids, in the regions 
of wellbeing and instruction and 

had added to the country's 
inability to meet the MDGs 
targets. The dis infect ion 
circumstances in the nation 
incited the National Committee 
on Water Resources in 2014 to 
focus on the advancement of a 
guide towards taking our open 
crap in the nation, In accordance 

with the United Nations worldwide 
mission for finishing open 
dedication, most communities in 
Nigeria lack toilet. Government 
and other organizations should 
provide toilets in commercial and 
public places like markets, 
schools car parks and other 
places that is crowded. 

If each of Nigeria 774 local 
government areas can be 
provided with 100 toilets the rate 
of open defecation will reduce. 
The toilet should be shared 
among the most populated 
communities within the local 

government areas like markets,  
parks, schools, etc. These 
measures can help in eradicating 
open defecation in Nigeria. 
Business men can invest into 
toilets and make some profit from 
it. Government should educate 
the people on the dangers of open 
defecation and the importance of 
toilets .With these measures, 
Nigeria can end open defecation 
without much ado.

Namu Sanusi

Standard Cartoon
Oga I want

to buy cash because

this cashless policy,

wahala dey oooh

here is my ATM

card

My dear cash dey!
but I will charge

you N300 on every
N1000 take it or live 
it because I bought 
it very expensive 

too

How to end Open defecation

Effect of abortion on 
female student

Harmonize the electoral process 
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Correspondents' Chapel Chairman, Polycarp Auta,flanked by NUJ 
Chairman, Ayuku Pwaspo, represented by her Vice, Pam Musa addressing 
participants

Cross section of Journalists during the takeoff of the Awareness 
Campaign

Representative of the Plateau Peace  Building Agency, Kenneth Dakop in a 
group photograph with Journalists that participated during the Walk 4 
Peace

Chairman of the NUJ Correspondents' Chapel, Polycarp Auta (left) with 
the representative of the OPSH Commander, Maj. Gen. Abdulsalam 
Abubakar, Capt. James Oya, Spokesman of Operation Safe Haven

Immediate past  NUJ Chairman, Paul Jatau with other journalists 
participating fully during the Peace Walk/Awareness Campaign Against 
Drug Abuse and other Social Vices

NUJ Vice Chairman, Pam Musa (right) flanked by Assignment Committee 
Chairman, Douglas Francis, members of the Correspondents' Chapel, 
Andrew Adijah and others

Representatives of OPSH, Maj. Gen. A. Abubakar, DG, PPBA, Kenneth 
Dakop, in a photograph with the Chairman, NUJ Correspondents' Chapel, 
Polycarp Auta and journalists that participated

Cross section of cameramen rushing to get vintage shots

The Nigeria Union of Journalists, Correspondents' Chapel Plateau State in collaboration with Operation Safe Haven (OPSH)  on Saturday held A 
Peace Walk/  Awareness Campaign Against Drug Abuse and other Social Vices,  starting from the NUJ Press Centre,  Ahmadu Bello Way,  Jos Central 

Mosque, Gada Biyu back to NUJ, Jos
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NUJ CORRESPONDENTS' CHAPEL WITH OPSH HOLDS WALK4PEACE AWARENESS



A mum whose daughter's 
head keeps growing to an 
abnormal size due to a 
rare condition has hit back 
at the cruel trolls who call 
her names.
Adalgisa Soares Alves fell 
pregnant with her first 
chi ld,  Graziely,  and 
i m m e d i a t e l y  k n e w  
something wasn't quite 
right as she struggled with 
intense stomach pain.
Medics told her little 
G r a z i e l y  h a d  
hydrocephalus, a build-up 
of fluid on the brain 
causing pressure and 
subsequent damage to 
the skull, with them 
estimating she would only 
live for three months in 

Brazil.
Now, the mum-of-three, 
48 ,  i s  sha r i ng  he r  
daughter's daily battle 
with the condition, which 
saw her being dubbed a 
"giant baby" at birth.
She said: “I don't think it's 
cruel because 'baby' is an 
affectionate word, but 
when they call out her 'big 
head' I feel sad, because 
then that is just being 
cruel.
“But the important thing is 
that me, and all our family 
and friends, love Graziely 
the way she is."
Adalgisa says nothing 
could have been done 
before or immediately 
after the tot was born and 
now, she's unable to walk, 
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Odd World

speak and has recently 
lost her eyesight.
She said: “Every day I 
take care of her, bathe her 
and feed her with all my 
love.
“I'm dedicated to Graziely 
and it makes me happy to 
see her well cared for, 
from me and all of our 
family.
“Nephews,  cous ins ,  
aunties and many more 
family members love to 
come and see her and 
care for her.
“I don't work, I just take 
care of her — I'm happy to 
take care of her and it is 
rewarding when I see her 
smile.
Source: The Mirror

A widow according to the English 
Learner's Dictionary is a woman whose 
spouse has died and has not married 
again. There are many circumstances 
which leads a woman to losing her spouse 
in life. While in some cases, widowhood 

comes to be after a husband's life comes to 

an abrupt end, many women have become 

widows as a result of their husbands'  
sacrifice in service to our fatherland 
particularly during conflicts and or  crises 
situations. 

Nigeria is presently home to about 15 

million of the world's 258 million widows. 

Investigations also reveals  that while 
about one percent of men are widowers, 
about nine percent of women are widows 
in this same pathetic country of ours. As 
pathetic as the situation in this nation is 
today, things have continued to 
deteriorate with no hope of a better 
tomorrow.

Findings further indicates that about ten 
years after widowhood, only about seven 
percent of widows and twenty-nine 
percent of widowers were able to form a 
new union. Thus, many widows are scared 
of getting married again due to obvious 
uncertainties. The general notion is that 
not all men are ready to take care of the 
children of widows who remarry. Other 
widows are skeptical considering the fact 
that geniue love no longer exist. 
Unfortunately, there are many difficulties 
that widows have continued to face in our 
contemporary society of today. Aside the 
increas ing cases of  abuse and 
discrimination, most women after the 
death of their husband literary witness the 
world crashing on them. Thus, it is very 
dehumanising that widowhood in 
developing nations of the world is by no 
means a child’s play. But we as a society 
are also aware of the reality that widows 
on daily bases are also confronted with 
miserable and deprivable hurdles, 
traumatic and agonising experiences 
including barbaric cultural and traditional 
restrictions which are cruel to human 
existence.

Most widows in our society today lack 
social security, near and or completely 
absence of effective and efficient family 
support  mechanism as wel l  as  
psychological and physical abuses. 
Therefore, widowhood in Nigeria 
unarguably comes with lots of challenges 
i n  t he  l i ke s  o f  ma l t r ea tmen t ,  
discrimination, stigmatization, tradition, 
modernity and neo-patriarchy even as 
some hurdles have never been mitigated 
by the authorities concerned due to high 
level of seriousness and wickedness.

It is on record that in some societies, in 

the aftermath of her spouse's death, a 

woman is forced to sit on the floor for 
traumatising hours facing unimaginable 
interrogations.   In other places,  the woman 
is forced to drink water used to bath her 
deceased husband to prove her innocence 
while other women's hairs are shaved and 

are quarantined to stay indoors for months 
mourning for the deceased husband.

Therefore, it is an unending ritual that in 
the aftermath of the death of their 
husbands, these widows are the ones who 
must shave their hairs, wear black dresses 
for a long time, and drink water used for 
washing the body of their deceased 
husbands as well as stay away from 
decisions concerning the future of such 
widows. In some societies, these women 
are forced to stay aloft for between three 
to twelve months depending on the ethnic 

group one is talking about.     
It has also become a taboo in most 

Nigerian societies for women to inherit 
their late husbands, properties. In most 
cases, the relations of these deceased 
husbands’ are the ones who decide the fate 
of the women.           

For several years, I have heard unending 
ordeals of how women who have lost their 
husbands are made to go through hell by 
their late husbands’ relations. For instance, 
another statistics have indicated that 
N i ge r i a  ha s  ove r  e i gh t  mi l l i o n  
disadvantaged widows with over 21 million 
children. Unfortunately, these statistics 
have continued to increase largely due to 
the prevalence of crisis, terminal ailments, 
crimes, religion and politics.

All these traumatic experiences has 
tempted one to ask whether our God really 
cares for the widow. A few days ago, I was 
privileged to attend  COCIN widows’ week 
in our church where this same topic was 
extensively dealt with. I was made to 
understand that our God is a kind of God 
who keeps an eye on the widow.

In fact, the Man of God who admonished 
us did not mince words urging us all to 
comprehend the absolute fact that we are 
religiously obliged to take care of our 
widows and if the present excruciating 
situations we have found ourselves is any 
food for thought then; we must also think 
about the plight of the widows in our 
society. This is because, widows are 
always left in fragile circumstances and 
situations in the aftermath of the sudden 
and unexpected departure of their 
respective husbands to the great beyond.

True to his words, widows should not be 
considered as useless and or worthless in 
our society but significantly helped to 
ove r c ome  t h e i r  ea ch  and  ve r y  
predicaments in life.  For the sake of our 
military personnel who have laid their lives 
for our sake, for the sake of our elder 
statesmen, for the sake of our heroes who 
created the path for this nation to be, our 
society must begin to help change the 
narratives of the plight of our widows in 
this country. 

For the fact that these women did not 
choose to be widows at this particular point 
in time, we must come together to chart a 
way forward to enhance an enabling 
environment for our widows to flourish in 
the state and the country at large.

At this point in time, impactful 
reorientation programmes must be 
organized and held to help our society 
come to terms with the suffering of widows 
in this country. It will also not be out of 
place for our laws to be restructured so as 
to have more bite in dealing with the ugly 
situations confronting widowhood in this 
country.

Certainly, if our God's eyes are never far 

away from our widows, we as a people 
must also sensitize,  rejuvenate ourselves 
and acknowledge with all sincerity of 
purpose that many widows have for too 
long suffered in Nigeria. It’s equally high 
time that we do the needful towards 
encouraging widows live a better life that 
the regrettable experiences they are 
confronted with all this time long. Just as 
the Lord says in Exodus 22:22 “Ye shall not 
afflict any widow, or fatherless child.  If thou 
afflict them in any wise and they cry at all 
unto me, I will surely hear their cry. And my 
wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with 
the sword; and your wives shall be widows, 
and your children fatherless.” 

A word, an African adage says is enough 
for the wise.

Widowhood plights: Societal heart  change is necessary 

Baby’s expanding head 
won't stop growing



ANOTHER significant festival in 
Nigeria is the Argungu Fishing 
and Cultural Festival held 
annually in Kebbi State. which 
reveals that the festival has 
developed to an internationally 
accepted yearly socio-cultural 
event and has drawn tourists 
from different parts of the globe. 
Other fishing festivals worthy of 
mention include the Nwuyo 
Annual Fishing Festival at Ibi and 
the Njuwa Fishing Festival, all in 
Taraba State (Ekechukwu 2005). 
Apart from the traditional 
festivals mentioned above, 
modern festivals of arts and 
culture are also organized at the 
national, state and local 
government levels in Nigeria. 
Unlike the traditional festivals, 
the modern festivals take place at 
o f f i c ia l ly  des ignated and 
approved venues and on 
specified dates. An example of 
such modern festivals in Nigeria 
is the Mmonwu (masquerade) 
festival, instituted by the 
government of former Anambra 
State (Mbaeyi 2000). This was 
aimed at boosting tourism in the 
state. Historic monuments 
abound in Nigeria. According to 
Okpoko and Okpoko (2002:59), 
more than sixty-three of them 
have so far been declared by the 
Nat iona l  Commiss ion for  
Museums and  Monument  
(NCMM). These monuments 
include buildings of historical and 
architectural interest, ancient 
city walls, especially of Kano and 
Benin and boundary mounds as 
well as cemeteries. Prominent 
amongst them are historical 
building, house and compound at 
Keffin Madaki in Bauchi State, 
Ilojo Bar in Lagos State, the 
Statutes of 19th century Kings 
and paramount rulers of the 
Niger Delta like those of King Jaja 
of Opobo (1821 – 1897), Dappa 
Pepple of Bonny, (1886), Chief 
Oshikoya of Nembe (1876), etc. 
Other important monuments 
include Chief Ogiamen's house in 
Benin City, Obu house at Elu 
Ohafia, Abia State, Gidan 
Makama in Kano, the rock 
paintings in Birnin Kudi in Kano 
State, the Geji Rock paintings in 
Bauchi State, amongst others. In 
addition to the plethora of 
cultural heritage resources 
mentioned above, Nigeria is 
culturally heterogeneous and this 
engenders a dialogue between 
the people's cultural resources 
and tourism.

Agencies Responsible for 
Managing Cultural Resources 
in Nigeria 

A number of public institutions 
are statutorily charged with the 
responsibility of managing 
Nigeria's rich, diverse and huge 
cultural resources. These organs 
help to galvanize archaeological, 
ethnographic and other activities 
of culture and nature in the 
country. Notable amongst these 
institutions is the National 
Commission for Museums and 
Monument (NCMM), which was 
established by Decree Number 
77 of 1979 (Andah 1988:122). 

Amongst its various functions 
include the establishment, 
maintenance and administration 
of national museums, antiquities 
and monuments and the 
respons ib i l i ty  o f  mak ing  
recommendations to State 
Governments or individuals 
concerning the establishment 
and management of museums 
and the preservat ion o f  
monuments and antiquities. The 
Commission also conducts 
researches in ethnography, 
archaeology and other related 
fields either alone or in alliance 
with university-based Institutes 
o r  D e p a r t m e n t s .  O t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i ona l i zed  cu l tu ra l  
resource management agencies 
in Nigeria are: Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism at the federal and 
state levels, the Nigerian Films 
Censorship Boards (NFCB), 
Nigeria Film Corporation (NFC), 
Centre for Black Arts and 
Civilization (CBAC), National 
Gallery of Arts (NGA), National 
Copyright Commission (NCC), 
Council for Arts and Culture at 
national and state levels and the 
Institute of African Studies in 
Nigerian Universities. It is 
germane to point out here that 
a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e -
enumerated institutionalized 
cultural resource management 
agencies, there are also non-
institutionalized bodies that 
manage some of Nigeria's 
cultural resources. Deserving 
mention in this regard are 
community shrines priests, 
heads of households, lineage 
heads, heads and patrons of age 
grade societies and traditional 
festival managers. Others are 
leaders of drama, dance groups 
and other custodians of the 
people's cultural heritage, 
prominent amongst whom 
i n c l u d e  p r a i s e - s i n g e r s ,  
chroniclers and knowledgeable 
community heads and elders. 
Extant available evidence shows 
that Nigeria has taken certain 
important measures especially 

the enactment of relevant laws 
aimed at protect ing and 
p r e s e r v i n g  h e r  c u l t u r a l  
resources. Also, globally, most, if 
not all, member countries of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  
organizations and agencies, 
n o t a b l y  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
have put in place legislations and 
regulations in order to protect 
their cultural treasures. Example 
of such regulations is denial of 
access to certain endangered 
monuments and the provision of 
replicas of them in the immediate 
vicinity. This is for the purpose of 
avoiding pollution, vandalization 
and destruction of these 
endangered relics from the past. 
Which are geared towards 
sustainable management of 
cultural resources.

The Need for a define 
National Identity through 
Cultural Resources

A nation's identity is a 
multifaceted concept that 
encompasses its history, values, 
traditions, and cultural heritage. 
This national identity serves as a 
vital component in shaping a 
collective sense of belonging and 
unity among its citizens. In an 
increasingly globalized world, the 
need for a well-defined national 
identity becomes even more 
critical. This article explores the 
importance of crafting and 
preserving a distinct national 
identity through the utilization of 
cultural resources as it is the 
Backbone of National Identity.

Historical Roots
A nation's history is the 

foundation upon which its 
identity is built. Historical 
landmarks, monuments, and 
artifacts represent essential 
cultural resources that not only 
serve as reminders of a nation's 
past but also help in crafting a 
narrative of shared experiences. 
These resources give citizens a 
sense of continuity and a 
connection to their predecessors.

Traditions and Customs
Cultural traditions and customs 

provide an invaluable means of 
expressing a nation's identity. 
Through art, music, dance, and 
rituals, individuals connect with 
their cultural heritage and 
convey their identity to the 
world. These practices foster a 
sense of unity, enabling citizens 
to relate to one another through 
shared customs.

Language and Literature
Language is not just a tool of 

communication; it is a powerful 
repository of a nation's identity. 
Literature, both classical and 
contemporary, reflects the 
thoughts, ideas, and emotions of 
a people. It encapsulates their 
worldview and serves as a 
cultural resource for self-
d i s c o ve r y  a n d  e x t e r n a l  
representation.

Art and Architecture
Artistic expressions and 

architectural marvels are the 
visual embodiments of a nation's 
identity. From paintings to 
sculptures, from ancient temples 
to modern skyscrapers, these 
cultural resources narrate a story 
of a nation's aesthetic and 
creative preferences. They are a 
testament to the evolving 
identity of a nation over time.

Importance of a Defined 
National Identity

F o s t e r i n g  U n i t y  a n d  
Cohesion

A well-defined national identity 
fosters a sense of belonging and 
unity among diverse groups of 
citizens. It promotes social 
cohesion, minimizes divisions, 
and encourages individuals to 
work together towards common 
goals.

P r e s e r v i n g  C u l t u r a l  
Heritage

National identity ensures the 
preservation of cultural heritage. 
It motivates governments, 
organizations, and individuals to 
protect and maintain historical 
sites, traditions, and languages, 

safeguarding them for future 
generations.

Facilitating International 
Relations

A strong national identity 
allows a nation to interact with 
the global community from a 
position of strength. It promotes 
cultural diplomacy and enhances 
a country's soft power, as other 
nations are drawn to its unique 
cultural resources.

Promoting Cultural Tourism
A well-defined national identity 

can attract tourists who are 
eager to experience a nation's 
culture, history, and traditions. 
This can contribute significantly 
to a country's economy.

In an era of globalization, the 
need for a defined national 
ident i ty through cultura l  
resources cannot be overstated. 
These resources not only reflect 
a nation's history and traditions 
but also serve as a catalyst for 
unity and cohesion among its 
citizens. A strong national 
identity, deeply rooted in cultural 
heritage, not only preserves the 
past but also shapes the future, 
f a c i l i t a t i ng  i n te rna t i ona l  
relations, cultural exchange, and 
economic growth. As we 
continue to embrace the 
interconnectedness of the world, 
the preservation and promotion 
of cultural resources remain 
essential in defining and 
strengthening a nation's identity 
this will therefore give us a sense 
of belonging and reason with a 
perception of togetherness and 
p a t r i o t i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  
negligence and constituting 
nuisance in the state. If this is 
taken seriously, policy making 
and implementation will become 
easy as these policies will reflect 
a part of who we are and the 
implementation procedures will 
be what we can relate with.

Concluded
ANYANECHI is a student of 

University of Jos, Nigeria.
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Cultural resources are the material and non-material, visible and invisible evidences of man's interaction with the environment. They hold cultural, 
historical, or artistic significance within a community. These resources can include artifacts, monuments, historic buildings, archaeological sites, traditional 
practices, languages, art, music, literature and more. They play a vital role in preserving a community's identity and heritage, and the often require 
protection and conservation efforts to ensure they are passed down to future generations. ANYANECHI CHUKWUDI CHRISTIAN writes.

Cultural resources: Shaping the nation's identity
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S one looks forward to 
retirement, the obvious Afeeling is that of agitation, 

apprehension, nervousness, 
anxiety and unease. A cursory 
look at those that have retired 
paints a confusing picture of the 
whole scenario. Some retired 
senior citizens look bright, agile, 
vibrant and happy; while on the 
other hand, some look worn-out,  
sad, depressed or in a state of 
trepidation. Some are in-between 
or neither here nor there. Looking 
at retired persons as a predictor of 
what it will look or feel like is 
therefore confusing; whether it is a 
thing to look forward to or a 
situation to avoid?

But it is clearly a thing of reality 
just as the book of Proverbs in the 
Scriptures talks about a time for 
everything. A time to be born and 
a time to die; a time to build and a 
time to tear down; a time to sow 
and a time to reap, and so on. 
Similarly, one expects a time to 
start work and a time to retire. But 
this appears to be a difficult 
scenario to come to terms with; or 
so I feel, or see in some climes. 

Retirement is therefore a 
phenomenon to be afraid of 
because of the uncertainties. Why 
should one not be afraid of 
retirement? Just as one can see, 
the uncertainties appear to be too 
many. Just like marriage, whose 
certificate is dished out before a 
couple embarks on the marital life, 
and the process of leaving, 
cleaving and becoming one body is 
learnt or actualised along the way; 
and so, is retirement. You do not 
have the experience before you 
actually retire. A retired life is 
actualized when you are retired 
from service. 

Retirement has been defined as 

an action or fact of leaving one's 
job and ceasing to work. It is also 

said to be that part of a person's 
life when they choose to leave 
t h e i r  w o r k  l i f e  b e h i n d  
permanently. It is expected that 
this is embarked upon when 
people are old, or sick enough to 
no longer contribute to their 
workplace. Different countries 
have different ages for retirement, 
and in the same country, the age 
at retirement is different for 
different professions or duties. 
One can also retire voluntarily 
when the person chooses to do so 
at any age of his or her choosing. 
There is also the compulsory 
retirement when an organization 
decides to retire a person for a 
reason or the person reaches the 
age of compulsory retirement. 
Organizations that need the 
continuing service of an officer, 

being ‘essential’ or no one 
available to do the job, re-engage 
the person but on ‘contract’ 
appointment. It is pertinent to 
say here clearly that retirement 
appears to be only for the 
employed or in a structured type 
of job. I am not sure whether the 
people in private businesses ever 
retire. 

Because of the seaming 
un ce r t a i n t y  s u r r ound i ng  
retirement, some individuals are 
so perturbed that they make 
effort to actually push forward 
the date of birth and therefore 
the age at retirement. This is 
b e c a u s e  t h e  b i r t h d a t e  
determines the retirement date. 
Some persons are actually 
caught in their own craftiness of 
doctoring birthdates. They do 
this several times and sometimes 
forget where they started from. 
Their retirement benefits have 
therefore been eaten into, and 
receive little or just a fraction of 
their entitlements at retirement. 
This is unfortunate to say the 
least.

The greatest fear of retirees is 

the loss of regular resources;  
where and how to get money or 
funds to afford the costs of living 
standards.  This fear is worsened 
by the fact that savings from the 

p e n s i o n  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  
employers are either not paid 
early, paid in bits, partly paid or 
not paid at all. Funds which have 

been deducted from a person's 
earnings over the years for this 
purpose appear to have 
disappeared into thin air and not 
accessible to the person who had 
save the said money. Reasons 
are many. Deducted monies are 
not remitted to the Pension 
Boards,  the remitted monies do 
not get to the pension board,  
government borrows from the 
pension board without paying 
back or the pension board simply 
‘sits’ on the money.

The fear of retirement can be 
changed or modified by a change 
in the mind-set. Most workers 
have fixated their minds on a 
structured, regularised form of 
work. In addition, there has been 
the concept of the cycle of work 
and receipt of pay. You work for a 
month and receive salary or 
wages at the end of the month. 
Why and how should this cycle be 
broken? This is unthinkable and 
rather imagined. Remember that 
good health is an immeasurable 
resource if God blesses you with 
it.

The fear of Retirement could be 
the beginning of wisdom. This 

wisdom can be put into action by 
many propositions. First, God is 
in control of this dark side of life of 
yours particularly being a child of 
God. Secondly, fall back on plans 
put on ground during the 
’working period’. There are other 
resources at your disposal if you 
have adequately invested in 
them; and include the family; 
friends,  colleagues,  co-workers. 
Building and sustaining your 
workplace or workplaces that 
p r o v i d e d  y o u  w i t h  t h e  
opportunity to be a worker may 
also be a huge asset.  Destroying 
these in the course of your work 
w o u l d  d o  t h e  o p p o s i t e . 
Investment in people, materials, 
a s s e t s  m a y  d o u s e  t h e  
apprehension of retirement. 
Having a positive mindset about 
retirement may be another 
wisdom to fall back to, as it is not 
the end to life or livelihood.

Before my retirement benefits 
get stalled somewhere along the 
processing and payment chain, it 
would not be out of place to 
passionately appeal to relevant 
authorities to have a change of 
heart withholding the payments 
for whatever reason. Pension and 
gratuity are not a gift or a form of 
favour. They are a right! These 
are cumulative savings from the 
salaries of workers. When the 

need for it arises, God expects it 
to be given to them. The writer 
has worked assiduously during 
the duration of service and 
therefore deserves his ’wages’ in 
the form of pension and gratuity 
from his savings. This will go a 
long way in making retirement 
something to look forward to. 
The pension office staff should 
stop making life difficult to 
pensioners or retirees by making 
very unreasonable demands on 
these already apprehensive 
i nd i v i dua l s ,  and  fu r the r  
compounding their problems. 
They should remember that 
however long it takes, they will 
also be retirees if God tarries. 
What is ’good for the goose is 
also good for the gander’, they 
say!

All these are theoretical, the 
writer speaking from the side of a 
prospective retiree with no 
experience whatsoever. This 
article can therefore be taken as 
a preamble to retirement. The 
writer hopes to write another 
article in this regard about 12 
months later, after I would have 
tested and tasted retirement for 
some time. The content then may 
be that of actualized hope and 
satisfaction. But as of now, it is a 
virtual thing. An imagination or a 
procrastination!

“

”.
JOSIAH MUTIHIR

The fear of Retirement could be the beginning of wisdom. This 

wisdom can be put into action by many propositions. First,  God is 
in control of this dark side of life of yours particularly being a child 
of God.  Secondly,  fall back on plans put on ground during the 
'working period' .  There are other resources at your disposal if you 
have adequately invested in them;  and include the family;  friends,  
colleagues,  co-workers.  Building and sustaining your workplace 
or workplaces that provided you with the opportunity to be a 
worker may also be a huge asset.  Destroying these in the course 
of your work would do the opposite.  Investment in people, 
materials, assets may douse the apprehension of retirement. 
Having a positive mindset about retirement may be another 
wisdom to fall back to, as it is not the end to life or livelihood
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