














Comptroller, Nigerian Immigration Service, Plateau State Command, Cyril 
Alaje, PCC, PSC taking salute

Comptroller, Nigerian Immigration Service, Cyril Alaje, PCC, PSC (left) with 
ASI 2 K.G Zephaniah 2iC P.R.O NIS Plateau State Command

NIS Inductees during a slow match at the POP

Inductees of Nigerian Immigration Service during their POP watched by 
Inductors of the Command

Nigerian Immigration Service, one of the Inductors,  Daniel Poyi in a 
photograph with the celebrant, Rita Tanko  and relations

Mr.  &  MRS.  Julius Shinkur,  their daughter and other well-wishers in a 
photograph

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gimba in a photograph with celebrants and well wishers

Cross section of parents and well-wishers at Passing Out Parade

The Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) 2023 Induction Passing Out Parade, Plateau State Command’s took place on Friday at the 
Parade Ground, Federal Secretariat, Jos
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NIS INDUCTION PASSING OUT PARADE



THE general election has been won 
and lost. The year started with the 
presidential and National Assembly 
elections that were held on February 
25, 2023. Then, the candidate of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) and 
a former governor of Lagos State, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, won the 
election.

Runners-up were former Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar of Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), and former 
Governor of Anambra State Peter 
Obi of Labour Party (LP).

Elections to the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, 
were held on the same date while 
state elections were held on March 
18. The elected politicians were 
inaugurated on 29 May 2023.

Almost all the cases taken to the 
tribunal had been decided. But, the 
elections will go down in history as 
the most keenly contested in the 
country as no less than four major 
candidates across party lines flexed 
muscles at the polls.

It was the first time since 2007 that 
the country had more than two 
major candidates in a presidential 
election and the first time since 1983 
with four major candidates in a 
presidential race.

The outcome compared closely 
with the 1979 presidential election 
that saw Alhaji Shehu Shagari 
winning with 34 per cent, Obafemi 
Awolowo who came close to him with 
29 per cent, Nnamdi Azikiwe 16 per 
cent, Aminu Kano 10.28 per cent and 
Waziri Ibrahim coming last with 10 
per cent gave an almost similar 
picture.

But one thing has stood out in this 
year's presidential election; the 
emergence of a third force with the 
LP making a surprise inroads in less 
than ten months to challenge the 
status quo.

However, the LP failed to re-assert 
its footing in the various states, as it 
only ended up having one governor 
after the March  elections that were 
held in 28 states. The party 
produced Governor Alex Otti of Abia 
State.

It is also surprising that the party's 
showing during 2023 presidential 
and the NASS elections did not 
reflect in the last off-season 
elections held in Kogi, Imo and 
Bayelsa States.

Even in places where it won during 
the presidential election, it failed 
woefully during the governorship 
election in March.

For instance, the party did well in 
Lagos, and for the first time since the 
commencement of the Fourth 
Republic, it defeated the ruling 
party, APC, and the leading 
opposition party, the PDP.

During the last general election, 
the tradition of a two-horse race for 
the presidency changed.  The 
contest became a three-horse race 
among the three political parties – 
the APC, the LP and the PDP. 

Indeed, Peter Obi's entrance into 
the race changed the game and 
created the new Third Force in 
Nigeria's political sphere after he 
successfully galvanised the support 
of millions of youths, especially in 
southern Nigeria after dumping PDP 
for the LP.

Obi, 61, lost the presidential 
election. However, he won 11 states 
and the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT). The party made impressive 
outings in Lagos and other former 
strongholds of the two previously 
dominant parties.

Though the LP has for some time 
been one of the parties in the 

Nigerian multi-party democracy, 
albeit as a fringe party initially called 
Party for Social Democrats (PSD), 
even though now and then it comes 
to the fore depending on the interest 
and whims of political actors, like the 
case of former Ondo state governor, 
Olusegun Mimiko, who rode on its 
back to power and governed on the 
platform between 2009 and 2017.

However, it assumed a new status 
when on May 30, 2022, former 
Anambra State governor and 2019 
vice presidential candidate of the 
People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
emerged as the party's presidential 
candidate for the 2023 general 
elections found the party as a fertile 
ground to sow on.

Relatively obscure in the political 
arena before now, LP gained 
unprecedented popularity with what 
has been described by many as the 
Peter Obi phenomenon.

The milestone of LP in the 2023 
elections for the red and green 
chambers is no doubt credited to the 
fame and acceptance of the  flag 
bearer by an overwhelming youth 
majority known as 'Obidients'.

In the build-up to the election, the 
party galvanised huge sections of 
the Nigerian public, particularly the 
youths and the working class, who 
seemed to have been disenchanted 
with the main political parties, just 
as it gained inroads with the support 
of the Christian community across 
the country.

Notwithstanding the traction it 
gained, the LP came third. 
E lec torates  in  Lagos,  FCT,  
Nassarawa, Plateau, and Cross 
Rivers voted massively for Peter Obi.

From the voting pattern, it was 
clear that most urban and forward-
looking states and constituencies of 
the country rallied to the clarion call 
of the party for a New Nigeria, 
including Lagos, which is the 
country's centre of commerce, and 
Abuja, as the seat of the nation, both 
comprising of Nigerians of all tribes 
and shades.

In heterogeneous megacities 
where the party performed 
spectacularly well, it witnessed non-
indigenes riding to power on the 
wave of the Obi-Datti movement.

The likes of Hajia Ireti Kingibe 

displacing high-ranking members of 
the National Assembly, Senator 
Philip Aduda in the Abuja Senate 
race, Thaddeus Atta beating 
Babajide Obanikoro in Lagos and a 
host of many others defeated 
structured political parties.

But how far can the party sustain 
the momentum with Peter Obi in the 
saddle or assuming the national 
leadership of the party?

Judging from Obi's antecedent of 
moving from one party to the other, 
can the old horse in the LP trust him 
with the leadership of the party? 
Days after the Supreme Court's 
judgment dismissing Obi's appeal, 
the former banker-turned-politician 
had hinted at contesting in 2027.

The former Anambra governor said 
Nigeria deserves dedicated and 
visionary leaders who will lead the 
country towards a brighter future. 
“Nigerians who supported our cause 
have done so out of patriotism and 
their sincere conviction that our 
nation requires and deserves 
dedicated and visionary leaders who 
will lead Nigeria toward a brighter 
future,” Obi said.

“The energy and dedication of 
Nigerian youths and the Obedient 
movement have been simply 
amazing.

“I appreciate and salute them! I 
want to assure them that this is not 
the end of our journey, but in fact, 
the beginning. Nigeria heard you.

“The world has taken note and will 
not forget so easily. We shall endure 
and persist until we get to our 
destination because a new Nigeria is 
our destination. A destination, not 
an event.

“Going forward, we in the Labour 
Party and the Obidient movement 
are now effectively in opposition.

“We are glad that the nation has 
heard us loud and clear. We shall 
now expand the confines of our 
message of hope to the rest of the 
country.

“We shall meet the people in the 
places where they feel pain and 
answer their needs for hope.

“At marketplaces, motor parks, 
town halls, board rooms, and 
university and college campuses, we 
all carry and deliver the message of 
a new Nigeria. As stakeholders and 

elected Labour Party officials, we 
shall remain loyal to our manifesto.

“We will continue to canvas for 
good governance and focus on 
issues that promote national 
interest, unity, and cohesion.

“We will continue to give primacy 
to our constitution, the rule of law, 
and the protection of ordered 
liberties.

“We will offer the checks and 
balances required in a functional 
democracy and vie robustly in 
forthcoming elections to elect those 
who share our vision of a new 
Nigeria.

“Given our present national 
circumstances, there is a compelling 
need for a strong pol it ical 
opposition.

“We shall, therefore, remain in 
opposition, especially because of the 
policies and the governance 
modalities that we in the Labour 
Party campaigned for, especially 
reducing the cost of governance, 
m o v i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  f r o m  
consumption to product ion, 
reducing inflation, ending insecurity, 
promoting the rule of law, 
guaranteeing the responsibility to 
protect, and stabilizing the Nigerian 
currency; are not the priorities of the 
present administration nor is it 
interested in achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).”

O b i ' s  s t a t e m e n t  s o u n d s  
welcoming, but he seems to have 
forgotten that four years is a very 
long time in the ever-dynamic 
politics in Nigeria.

As it stands, there is a possibility 
for both the governor and some 
legislators either at the national or 
state level to defect to another party 
before the next election cycle.

But some analysts have said Obi's 
traction soared on ethnicity and 
religion, adding that a house built on 
those legs will not stand.

They wonder how the Obidient 
without grassroot supporters, 
representatives, and political 
structure sustain the momentum in 
the next four years.

Visible cracks are already showing 
within the hierarchy of the party.

Last month,  the media was awash 
with news of National Assembly 
leaderships plans to procure 109 
Toyota Land Cruisers for senators 
and 2023 Toyota Prado for 360 
members  o f  the House o f  
Representatives.

Reacting, the party's National 
Chairman, Julius Abure, who 
condemned the N160m official 
vehicle being awarded to each of the 
360 members of the House of 
Representatives, urged his party 
lawmakers to reject the gifts.

Abure said, “We are calling on 
Labour Party legislators in the 10th 
Assembly to kick against this 
unnecessary wastage of resources in 
line with the ideology of the party 
which is social justice and equal 
opportunity for all. Nigerians will 
hold them responsible if they fail to 
live above board or give proper 
account of the electoral investment 
reposed in them. The poor must be 
allowed to breathe again in this 
country.

However, in response to the party 
chairman's advice, some LP 
lawmakers expressed their intent to 
accept the official vehicles, 
emphasising their importance in 
carrying out legislative duties.

According to an LP lawmaker, the 
vehicles were necessary work tools 
for lawmakers.

The source said state-level 
politicians receive more benefits 
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than federal lawmakers, making the 
official vehicles essential.

“The SUVs are meant to aid our jobs 
as lawmakers, particularly as it 
relates to our oversight functions. 
Yes, he can say that the economy is 
struggling but having one official 
vehicle as federal lawmakers isn't 
frivolous; it's a necessity,” he said.

Another LP legislator, who 
commended President Bola Tinubu 
for approving the official vehicles, 
noted that the SUVs would be used to 
benefit constituents and facilitate 
visits to constituents in challenging 
areas.

“National Assembly members 
should pray for the president and 
give him three 'Gbosas' for his 
magnanimity to the lawmakers.

“Nobody in the National Assembly 
is against the SUV, when the SUV 
comes, we will collect it and use it to 
bring more benefits to our 
constituencies; because in the real 
sense, it is for the constituents,” the 
lawmaker said.

Also, there have been cases of 
internal plots and intra-party power 
struggles, one of the most 
exceptional cases being the alleged 
collapsing of the entire LP structure 
in the Southwest into the APC.

While other factions in the region 
and the national body went on to 
denounce and dissociate itself from 
the group, the party did not make 
any significant headway in the South 
West.

The Lamidi Apapa faction of the 
party has said that Obi should seek 
another political platform to pursue 
his presidential ambition ahead of 
the 2027 polls.

Abayomi Arabambi, the faction's 
spokesman, in an interview with a 
national newspaper, urged Obi to 
look for another political party to 
actualize his presidential ambition in 
2027.

“My advice is for him (Obi) to go 
and start preparing for 2027. But it 
has to be in another party, not in LP. 
We are not going to allow this kind of 
rascality to continue in 2027. We will 
look for a fresh candidate as far as we 
are concerned.

“Obi is free to go back to APGA to 
run, not the Labour Party. We don't 
want to continue accommodating a 
character who believes no other 
person, other than himself, has 
anything upstairs. He is not a good 
manager of human resources. That 
was why he lost woefully.”

Recently, the Rivers State chapter 
of the party defied an order from the 
national headquarters to adopt the 
PDP governorship candidate in the 
state. The same scenario is playing 
out in most states in the south 
without the knowledge of the 
leadership of the party at the national 
level- a situation observers believe 
will affect the party's chances in the 
March 18 polls.

While it is also not certain that Peter 
Obi, who has oscillated between 
APGA, PDP and now the LP would 
remain with his latest party till the 
2027 general election, he is no doubt 
the new messiah of the downtrodden 
masses with the Labour Party's Papa, 
Mama and Picking agenda.

But if the word of the party's Vice 
Presidential candidate, Datti Baba 
Ahmed is anything to go by, then 
2027 may meet the Labour Party 
under the firm grip of Peter Obi and 
Datti Baba Ahmed.

Besides, many believe that Obi is 
not a party man, especially within 
the LP where it's often alleged that 
he continues to show indifference to 
the internal crisis in the party.

Here are concerns about the future of the Labour Party (LP), judging by its performance in the recent off season elections. Assistant Editor EMMANUEL 
BADEJO examines the fate of the acclaimed third force, which gained huge followership in the last general election.

Politics

How far can Labour Party go?













WE live on politics and one of my major 

concern is that why must we use political 

issues ruin our growth? I mean things 

should be done according to the agenda of 

what has been drafted down concerning 

the growth of the country.
Our leaders should learn " prudential 

simpatico". The cost of things in Nigeria is 

not encouraging at all. The citizens first 

before politics.
Slaying out the subject matter of the 

economy has cause a lot of damage and 

danger to the citizens. Income inequality 

is a significant problem, with a large 

portion of the population living in poverty 

while a small elite benefits from the 

country's vast natural resources.
The political situation in Nigeria has 

been a subject of significant concern and 

discussion for both its citizens and the 

international community. The effects of 

the political landscape in Nigeria are 

multi-faceted and have far-reaching 

consequences that touch upon various 

aspects of society, economy, and 

governance.
Nigeria has faced periods of political 

instability, including disputed elections 

and issues related to the federal system 

and state governance.
The political instability and corruption in 

Nigeria have hindered economic growth 

and development. Political instability can 

deter foreign investment and economic 

stability. It can lead to uncertainties in 

policies and regulations, which can have a 

negative impact on businesses and job 

opportunities. Corruption in politics can 

result in misallocation of resources, 

e m b e z z l e m e n t ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

inequality.Nigeria has struggled with high 

levels of corruption in its political and 

economic systems, which has hindered 

development and discouraged foreign 

investment.
The political situation in Nigeria has also 

caused social unrest and divisions. Ethnic 

and religious tensions are sometimes 

exacerbated by political manipulation, 

leading to conflicts and violence. This not 

only disrupts the social fabric but also 

affects the overall well-being of citizens.
The political landscape in Nigeria often 

faces issues related to poor governance, 

weak inst i tut ions, and lack of  

accountability. This results in inadequate 

service delivery, ineffective public 

administration, and a general sense of 

frustration among the population.Nigeria 

heavily relies on oil exports, making its 

economy vulnerable to fluctuations in oil 

prices, which can disrupt government 

revenues and economic stability.
Political instability can contribute to 

security challenges. It can create an 

environment conducive to the rise of 

extremist  groups and cr imina l  

organizations. These groups take 

advantage of the political vacuum and use 

it to further their agendas, posing a threat 

to national security. The last presidential 

election that was held months ago has 

caused a lot of damages to us.  Shops 

were burnt down to ashes at Lagos state 

and many were all injure during the 

election. All this mess happened all in the 

name of politics. In Section 37 of the 1999 

Constitution provides that: “The privacy 

of citizens, their homes, correspondence, 

telephone conversations and telegraphic 

communications is hereby guaranteed 

and protected.”
Our leads are not interested in the safety 

of the citizens and the legislature, the 

executives and the judiciaries are not not 

helping matters instead they are making 

it worse. If you may ask me why? I Will tell 

you that the high rate of crimes and 

insecurity is becoming vast. While this 

three arm of government are doing 

nothing about it. We all have experienced 

lack of security in our country.
Nigeria has experienced ongoing 

security challenges, including Boko 

Haram insurgency in the northeast, inter-

ethnic and communal violence, and 

kidnappings in different regions.
The political situation in Nigeria can 

hinder development efforts, such as 

infrastructure projects and poverty 

alleviation programs. Political instability 

can lead to delays and mismanagement of 

development projects, which in turn 

affects the well-being of the population. 

The country 's  infrastructure is  

inadequate, affecting transportation, 

power supply, and access to basic 

services, which hampers economic 

growth.
High unemployment rates, especially 

among the youth, contribute to social 

unrest and economic challenges. 
In addressing these issues, there is a 

need for a comprehensive approach. This 

includes electoral reforms, strengthening 

institutions, enhancing transparency and 

accountability, and promoting political 

stability. It also requires the active 

participation of citizens in the political 

process, the role of civil society in holding 

leaders accountable, and international 

cooperation in supporting Nigeria's 

political development.
Efforts have been made to address 

these issues, but they remain significant 

concerns in Nigeria's political and 

economic landscape.
It is important for the government and 

society to work together to create a more 

stable and accountable political 

environment, which, in turn, can lead to 

positive outcomes in terms of economic 

growth, social harmony, and overall 

development.
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Is Nigeria ready to erase poor Economy? The growth of the country should be the number one priority and major concern of our leaders. The legacy and the 
foundation laid  down  in our country is really bad. We are in a country where politics has become a something that is more cherished than the growth of the 
citizens. SALOME JIYA writes.

Allowing political, economic issues ruin growth

Nigerians casting their votes.

FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE, ABUJA
PUBLIC AUCTION AND SALES OF 

UNSERVICEABLE VEHICLES AND SCRAP ITEMS

This is to inform the general public that there will be a public auction and sales of 
unserviceable vehicles and scrap items belonging to Federal Medical Centre, Abuja as 
follows:

thDate: Thursday the 30  November, 2023 
Venue: Federal Medical Centre, Jabi Airport, Road Abuja.
Time: 8am -12pm for inspection, auction begins at 12:30pm prompt.  
For further details, please contact, the appointed auctioneer on the following 

numbers:
Sabe Ter and Co Certified Auctioneers
Suite A4, Halima Plaza, Balanga Street, Area 11, Abuja FCT.
08033668245, 08092959500
sabeterandcompany@gmail.com

LIST OF UNSERVICEABLE VEHICLES AND ITEMS FOR BOARDING AT FEDERAL 
MEDICAL CENTRE, ABUJA

 
 

S/N

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
LOCATION 

 
YEAR OF 
PURCHASE 

 CONDITION QTY 

1
 

Tunlad Pickup
 

FMC, Abuja
 

2012
 
Unserviceable 1

2  Water Tanker Fordland  FMC, Abuja  2012  Unserviceable 1

3  Zhong Tong  FMC, Abuja  2012  Unserviceable 1

4  Toyota Camry  FMC, Abuja  2012  Unserviceable 1

5
 

165KVA Generator 
 

FMC, Abuja
  

Scrap 
 

1

6

 
Suction Machine 

 
FMC, Abuja

  
Scrap 

 
6

7

 

Weighing Machine 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

1

8

 

Examination Couch 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

3

9

 

Ventilators 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

16

10

 

Trolleys 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

2

11

 

Mobile X-ray Machine 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

1

12

 

Bed Side Lockers 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

12

13

 

ENT Diagnostic Desk Station 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

1

14

 

Reserve Osmosis 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

1

15

 

Hospital Bed 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

5

16

 

Baby Trolley 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

3

17

 

Stool 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

2

18

 

Office Chair 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

9

19

 

Small Matrasses 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

12

20

 

DeskTop

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

1

21

 

Printer 

 

FMC, Abuja

  

Scrap 

 

9

22 Over Bed Tables FMC, Abuja Scrap 6

23 UPS FMC, Abuja Scrap 1

24 Notice Board FMC, Abuja Scrap 1

25 Drip Stand FMC, Abuja Scrap 1

26 Kodak Dry View 5800 Laser 
Imager 

FMC, Abuja Scrap 1

Signed
Medical Director







The recent resurgence of insecurity 
in the North and other parts of the 
country particularly the North West 
which witnessed a deadly attack on 
the Kaduna/Abuja bound train and 
the statement credited to the Kaduna 
State Governor Nasir el- Rufai, on 
the desire of North West Governors 
to hire Mercenaries to engage the 
bandits that are making life unsafe in 
the region if the Federal Government 
fails to end the reign of terror within 
their territories is genuine.

As a Nigerian living in the north, 
one can rightly understand the 
Governor's frustration in this regard. 
I also share the view with some 
people who belief that perhaps due 
to the fight against Boko Haram that 
has been raging on for close to 9 
years in the north east and the 
activities of bandits and kidnappers 
in places such as; Zamfara, Katsina, 
Kaduna, Sokoto, Kebbi, and Niger 
states, the Nigerian Army may by 
now be overstretched.

But the big question begging for 
answers is, who are these people 
carrying out the attacks, where are 
they operating from and where is the 
military intelligence and how are the 
funds for prosecuting the war on 
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thON the 13  November 2023, the Nigeria Labour 
Congress, NLC decided to embark on another 
strike action over alleged assault meted its 
President, Joe Ajaero in Imo State, south eastern 
Nigeria as a result of an unabated political crisis 
engulfing the state. Before the commence of the 
strike, NLC also advanced other reasons for the 
strike to include failure by Federal Government 
to address issues affecting workers in the 
country including the minimum wage, 
insecurity, corruption, and poor governance.

REPORTS had earlier indicated that the two major 
unions; the NLC and the TUC had stated that the 
indefinite strike would not be called off until all 
these demands were met by the authorities 
concern. Astonishingly, the strike action was 
officially called-off even before the Nigerian 
workers could come to terms with the realities of 
the reasons which necessitated the action to be 
called-off. Consequently, this sudden call-off of 
the industrial action further tempted several 
workers to question the benefits derivable from 
the unending actions of the past without 
meaningful results recorded.   

INTERESTINGLY, though these are not the best 
times for Nigerians including workers, the 
federal government has continued to 
reemphasise its intention to tackle this problem 
once and for all. In this regard, several 
Memorandum of Understanding have been 
signed only for the labour to claim that 
government has continued to renege over its 
implementation. The last time the NLC embarked 
on such a strike action without formal notice, it 
claims the unending strike was necessitated by 
bad economic policies that make workers' wages 

rdnext to nothing. Thus, the October 3  2023 
decision by the NLC to shut down economic 
activities was attributed to failed negotiations 
over the removal of subsidy on the Premium 
Motor Spirit which led to unprecedented hike in 
cost of living in the country.

JUSTIFYING this claims, Ajaero noted that over 133 
million Nigerians are multi-dimensionally poor 
as disclosed by the National Bureau of Statistics 
which does not mean well for the socio-
economic and political development of the 
nation. The statistics are further oblivious of the 
fact that inflation rate in July 2023 for instance 
stood at 3.45 percent which is about 1,06 
percent higher compared to the rate recorded in 
June 2023.

DESPITE these excruciating statistical difficulties 
however, concerns have been raised in most 
recent times as to whether the NLC has really 
gotten anything tangible from these series of 
unending strike actions embarked upon. While 
the strike actions are becoming one too many, it 
is becoming more suspicious that the 
politicization of unionism has left much to be 
desired in most recent times.

A critical assessment of these unending strike 
actions has left many stakeholders with 
conclusions that the NLC has lost its bite as far as 
its anticipated obligations to Nigerian workers is 
concern. Consequently, we are of the opinion 
that it's high time that the NLC re-strategize its 
approach to labour matters to regain the 
confidence of its workers. Beyond this, labour 
friendly experts have suggest that continuous 
negotiations during industrial harmony would 
save the nation such painful experiences which 
have continued to torment this nation without 
meaningful headway.
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Editorial
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THE rate of abortion among 
female students is becoming 
much and worrisome in the sense 
that most of the students don't 
know the risk and side effects 
involved in abortion and what it 
often results in the future.

Abortion is said to be the 
terminat ion  o f  unwanted 
pregnancy in which a lady uses 
pills and other substances 
resulting in abortion which often 
leads to future health risk. It 
causes weakening of cervix, 
damage to the womb. in other 
words, which increases a 
woman's risk of future pre - term 
deliveries.

Most students don't think of 
they future rather the think of 
present situation by which a girl 
gets pregnant for like 3 to 4 times 
in school and what she could think 
of is abortion not knowing the 
possible complications and 
damage it will cause to her body.

An unsafe abort ion can 
e n d a n g e r  a  w o m a n ' s  
reproductive health and can lead 
to serious life threatening 
complications such as severe 
hemorrhage, bleeding, chronic 
pelvic-inflammatory disease, 
secondary infertility and even 
death. 

The reason why some ladies 
don't give birth after getting 
married is because they have 
done several abortions and they 
don't know the evacuation 
process.

Before you involve yourself in 
any elective process of abortion 
it’s important to know the 
potential impacts it could have 

on your body and future.
It's advisable that after any 

abortion the girl should go for 
pregnancy evacuation in order to 
wash away the tissues that stick 
in the womb to avoid damage of 
the womb.

John Evelyn Maisaido, IT 
S t u d e n t  f r o m  F e d e r a l  
Polytechnic Bauchi

insurgency been deplored and so 
on.

Reports have shown that these 
bandits operate from forest-to-
forest belt within Kaduna and Niger 
axis and that they easily relocate 
from one end of the forest to 
another once there is an offensive 
against them. Those victims who 
survived the Kaduna train attack 
disclosed to newsmen that, the 
bandits were between the ages of 
18 and 20 and had operated not far 
from a military base and that they 
came on motor cycles and buses 
wi thout  a s ing le  of  them 
apprehended neither could anyone 
know how they vanished into thin 
air with some of the victims.

It is indeed a puzzle that if these 
are young rag tag boys operating 
within a said locations why is it 
difficult for the military to fully 
contain the situation by forming a 
ring around the entire forest and 
flush them out. It also baffles me 
that with the modern age of 
sophisticated weapons like the 
drone Technology, these people 
cannot be engaged. Then what 
happened to the recent national 
registration of SIM cards and data 
on all phone numbers. I would have 

thought that by now such a novel 
idea would have aided the 
intelligence network in getting hold 
of the bandits.

From the foregoing, it may not be 
out of place to also say that, the 
Nigerian Army of today are not as 
strong as we tend to over rate them. 
They may have been over pampered 
with luxury of life. The truth is that no 
one wants to die for anybody. The 
sacrifice for the fatherland is now 
different from that of the T.Y 
Danjumas, the Babangidas, the 
Murtalas the Adekunles and the 
Abachas of this world. 

In a situation where those that are 
trained to protect the safety of lives 
and property of the vulnerable or 
armless citizens are shying away 
from such responsibilities what then 
is the hope of an ordinary Nigerian 
just travelling peacefully by road, 
train or through the airports or even 
at home?

There fo re ,  i f  t he  Fede ra l  
Government is overwhelmed it 
therefore means it is time to declare 
a state of emergency in those trouble 
spots before terrorists take over 
Nigeria. God forbid.

Kefa  Nuhu  wr i tes  f rom 
Naraguta, Jos, Plateau State

Standard Cartoon
Oga I want

to buy cash because

this cashless policy,

wahala dey oooh

here is my ATM

card

My dear cash dey!
but I will charge

you N300 on every
N1000 take it or live 
it because I bought 
it very expensive 

too

When the will to fight insurgency fades

Effects of abortion on 
female students

NLC remonstrations: 
What meaningful gains?
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THE female folk are 
uniquely made by our 
Creator with very vital 
issues for consideration 
towards their total well 
being. Their makeup is 
complex in nature which if 
mismanaged can lead to 
agonizing situation. The 
subject matter focused on 
is crucial in the life of a 
woman even though it's 
surrounded with lots of 
complexities.
T h e  o n s e t  o f  

menstruation is one of the 
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
physiological changes 
occurring in girls during 
a d o l e s c e n t  y e a r s .  
Menstruation heralds the 
beginning of maturity in 
girls. It becomes a part 
and parcel of their lives 
until menopause, which is 
a time in a woman's life 
when menstrual cycle 
ends. 
For the purpose of clarity, 

menstrual cycle is the 
monthly series of changes 

a  w o m a n ' s  b o d y  
undergoes in preparation 
for the possibility of 
pregnancy. Each month, 
one of the ovaries releases 
an egg, the process which 
is referred to as ovulation. 
A t  the  same  t ime ,  
h o r m o n a l  c h a n g e s  
prepare the uterus for 
pregnancy. 
The length o f  the 

menstrual circle varies 
from woman to woman, 
but the average is to have 
a period which is the flow 
of unwanted blood every 
twenty eight days. Regular 
cycles that are longer or 
shorter than this, from 
twenty one to forty days 
are usually normal.
Menstruation is what 

most families especially 
parents and guardians 
don't pay attention to. 
Most heads of households 
shy away from adequately 
furnishing young girls 
around them with basic 
knowledge about this 
essential part of their 
lives. 
Many girls struggle to 

manage to comprehend 
how to control the flow of 
blood at first experience 
because no one possibly 
prepares them for it. The 
ugly experiences some of 
these girls go through 
make them feel bitter 
within themselves as to 
why they must pass 
through these unpleasant 
experiences. A lady once 

said, when she first went 
through it, she cried out 
her heart and had to stay 
indoors wondering how to 
control the flow and who 
she would ran to for help 
as her pants and clothes 
got stained at intervals.
Who then is to blame? 

These girls should be 
educated and prepared at 
h o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
commencement of their 
menstrual circles. How to 
package them selves 
during the period is of 
essence, this would entail 
practical demonstration of 
how certain things need to 
be done to avoid stains, 
manage pains and how to 
stay clean.  Because of 
parental neglect, some 
girls use rugs from torn 
pieces of clothes to control 
the blood flow which is 
quite unhealthy. 
Others don't even care to 

buy pants and brassieres 
for their young girls when 
t h e y  w i t n e s s  t h e i r  
physiological and physical 
growth. Some push the 
blame no mothers, what 
about the fathers? Every 
careful husband that has a 
wife in his house has the 
knowledge that  she 
menstruates and he 
con t r ibu tes  towards  
supporting her to stay safe 
by either providing money 
to buy pads or appreciates 
God's creative act in her 
life as she goes through 
the processes on monthly 

basis.
Sanitary pads should be 

available in the homes and 
schools for girls to freely 
use, this will help them 
change at intervals. 
Persona l  c lean l iness  
matters a lot at this 
moment to avoid infection. 
Chang ing  pads  and  
bathing have to be after 
four to six hours or 
depending on the flow of 
the individual. Washing of 
hands as regular as 
possible is very significant 
and proper disposal of the 
used pads must be 
carefully handled to avoid 
flies feasting on it. 
It's very disturbing that 

some school authorities 
lament the way and 
manner young girls come 
to school asking the school 
authority for sanitary pads 
when parents are suppose 
to make supply steady for 
their children. This has no 
doubt made most school 
authorities to appeal for 
support from relevant 
organizations.
A lady shared her 

experience that because of 
the non availability of 
sanitary pads as a result of 
its high cost, she had 
resolved to be using pad in 
the day time and rug at 
night to save cost.  
Because of the necessity 
of this commodity in 
addressing essential need 
of girls, washable pads can 
b e  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  

alternative to meet up with 
the menstrual hygiene. 
The  s t i gmat i za t i on  

women go through during 
per iod needs to be 
discouraged because what 
they are passing through 
is a natural phenomenon 
which no one has control 
of. In some families, it's as 
bad as not to allow the 
female children cook in the 
h o u s e  o r  t o u c h  
consumables because 
such things are considered 
con tamina ted .  Such  
att i tudes demoral ize 
young girls and make the 
boys to look down on the 
girls for no fault of theirs. 
Proper awareness is 

required across board 
among female and male 
stakeholders to remedy 
the situation so that the 
girls can stay focus, 
positive and maximize 
their God given potentials 
after all being a girl child is 
not a curse but a blessing.
Menstrual hygiene is 

p r a c t i c e d  d u r i n g  
menstruation, which can 
prevent women from the 
infection in reproduction 
a n d  u r i n a r y  t r a c t .  
Menstruation is st i l l  
clouded by taboos of 

Still on the importance of menstrual hygiene

By JENNIFER YARIMA

Burial ceremony, becoming an expensive event

WIKIPEDIA ,  de f i nes  

burial, as an interment or 

inhumation, is a method of 

final disposition whereby a 

dead body is placed into 

the ground, sometimes 

with objects. 
T h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  

excavating a pit or trench, 

placing the deceased and 

objects in it, and covering 

it over.
Burial is often seen as 

indication of respect for 

the dead. It is being used 

to prevent the odor of 

decay, to give family 

members closure and 

p reven t  t hem f r om 

w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  

decomposition of their 

loved ones, and in many 

cultures, it has been seen 

as a necessary step for the 

deceased to enter the 

afterlife or to give back to 

the cycle of life.
 Sometimes the location 

of the burial may be 

determined by taking into 

a c c o u n t ,  c o n c e r n s  

surrounding health and 

san i tat ion,  re l ig ious 

concerns, and cultural 

practices. 
While some cultures 

keep the dead close to 

provide guidance to the 

living,  others "banish" 

them by locating burial 

grounds at a distance from 

inhabited areas. Some 

re l ig ions consecrate  

special grounds to bury 

the dead, and some 

families build private 

family cemeteries.
Death still remains an 

inevitable end to all living 

things on this planet. Most 

of the religions have 

clearly stated in their Holy 

books that there is time for 

everything. A time to be 

born and a time to die.
For human beings, 

whoever dies, deserves to 

be buried by the relatives 

of the deceased as a mark 

of respect and honour
Today, the manner in 

which burial ceremonies 

are held, has raised a great 

concern in the society, by  

way of display of wealth, in 

the name of giving a 

befitting burial to the 

deceased.
P e o p l e  h a v e  a l s o  

attached much importance 

to such flamboyant burial 

ceremonies. In some 

cultures, they insist that 

families of the deceased, 

must give a befitting 

burial, if not, they would 

be looked down upon, as 

not doing the needful to 

their deceased relative 
This trend is becoming 

fashionable in some 

commun i t i es  in  the  

coun t ry  tha t  bu r i a l  

ceremony is a big event, 

whether you have the 

resources or not.
Many families have sold 

ou t  t he i r  p r ope r t y,  

including land, houses, 

cars, shares in stock 

market or borrowing huge 

sum of money from bank 

etc, to ensure that a 

befitting burial is done.  
The irony still remains 

that most families of the 

deceased, left behind,  

orphans, widows to their 

fate.
Funny enough, most of 

the deceased have never 

received any financial 

assistance, support, or 

enjoy the good things of 

life, while alive from any of 

their relatives.
Again, some  have 

languished in abject 

poverty without any 

means of livelihood, no 

access to good medical 

attention that would aid in 

t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  a n d  

longevity of good health.
That even reminds me of 

the burial of Obi Cubana's 

late mother which took the 

centre stage of all the 

ceremonies and events in 

the country last year, 

because of the display of 

the flamboyant way of life 

that grabbed the attention 

of citizens, making it the 

talk of the town in all the 

social platforms and other 

handles.
It was estimated that 

about 400 cows were 

slaughtered for the burial 

ceremony, not including 

spraying of money, cash 

donations, drinks, food, 

gifts etc

By HOSEA NYAMLONG

socio-cultural restrictions 
resulting in adolescent 
girls lacking knowledge 
and remaining ignorant of 
the scientific facts and 
hygienic health practices, 
which sometimes resulted 
i n  a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  
conditions.
H y g i e n e  r e l a t e d  

practices of women during 
menstruation are of 
considerable importance 
as  i t  may increase 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  t r a c t  
infections. Poor menstrual 
hygiene is one of the 
reasons for the prevalence 
of reproductive tract 
infections and contributes 
significantly to female 
m o b i l i t y .  L a c k  o f  
knowledge regarding 
menstrual hygiene can 
lead to poor attitude and 
practice.
There are issues like 

awareness, availability of 
quality pads, its regular 
supply, privacy, water 
supply, proper disposal of 
pads, reproductive health 
education and family 
support, which need 
simultaneous attention for 
proper promotion of 
menstruation hygiene.

Obi Iyiegbu, popularly 

called Obi Cubana was not 

well known in the country, 

until the burial of his late 

mother, Uche Iyiegbu who 

died in November 2020 

and was buried in July 

16,2021 in Anambra 

State, which made it the 

e x p e n s i v e  b u r i a l  

ceremony in the country 

at that material time.
To this end, Nigerians  

need to restrategise and  

have a rethink about the 

negative implications of 

having an expensive 

burial ceremony without 

putting in mind  those 

alive.
Monies budgeted for 

such ceremony can be 

used to bring relief to the 

family members of the 

deceased, rather than 

spending huge sum of 

money on the dead.
There are foundation and 

e n d o r s e m e n t  

programmes that can be 

established in memory of 

them  as honour to assist 

the less privileged in the 

society. It would not be 

out of place to immortalize 

such people by offering 

scholarships, loans and 

o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o   

deserving persons who 

are willing to improve 

the i r  l i ves  th rough  

vacations, education, 

entrepreneurship etc.
There is the need for 

government to checkmate 

the flamboyant way spend 

so  much on bur ia l  

ceremonies in the name of 

culture, class etc. Our 

communities should not 

be condoned in any way.
Burial ceremony is not a 

show of wealth while the 

survivors that are left 

behind are at the mercy of 

God.
Government, traditional 

rulers, stakeholders, 

communi ty  l eaders ,  

public enlighten agencies, 

N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l  

Organizations, religious 

g r oups ,  c ommun i t y  

associat ions,  should 

embark on a crucial 

campaign to sensitize 

citizens on the negative 

implications of burial 

ceremonies in the name of 

giving a befitting burial to 

their love ones.
No any burial ceremony 

has been  rated the best 

or worst.
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Renovated Fidelis Tapgun road to CBN roundabout

CBN roundabout renovated

Filin Ball in Nassarawa road to Dilimi needs the State Government’s 
attention

First Bank, UBA , Union Bank  and Revenue House roads

Massalacin Yan Taya road to Dilimi

This road from Bauchi Rd junction to Bayan Banki washed out completely

Work in progress at some roads visited

NUJ Press Centre, Hill Station roundabout

GOV MUTFWANG IS WORKING
Plateau State Government is working on the Jos township roads by filling up the potholes as captured by the The Nigeria Standard newspapers Photo-

Editor

P
h

o
to

s
: 

D
A

N
L
A

D
I
 D

U
K

IMAGES



A woman has revealed she is unable to 
renew her driving licence due to her 
extreme plastic surgery transformation 
and now looks unrecognisable.

Denise Rocha has spent a staggering 
£250,000 on tweaking her appearance, 
and although she is happy with her 
transformation, it's hindered other aspects 
of her life. The 39-year-old beauty looks so 
different now that she was "questioned by 
staff" when trying to get a new driving 
licence, as she was asked to verify herself 
with a different form of identification. 
Sharing an old photo of herself, it's clear 
she has bigger lips, a different face shape 
and a different nose.

Her two licence photos show how much 
she has changed before and after 

"They didn't believe it was me. I 
understand their work and I know they 
really need to check it out, but it was a 
really funny situation and I didn't expect 
it," the Brazilian lawyer explained.

Known online as the "world's hottest 
lawyer," the São Paulo native further 
explained that she never thought her 
procedures would make her "go through 
this" and admitted she knows she's 
changed, but being asked if it was really 
her was "unthinkable" for her. Luckily she 
managed to persuade the staff at the 
transit department (DETRAN) in São Paulo 
and get her new licence.

As well as her career as a lawyer, Denise 
also shares sexy snaps as an OnlyFans 
model to help bring in extra income and 
despite some people who think she can't 
be 'brainy and sexy' at the same time. 
Many of her friends and family have 
supported her move to OnlyFans - 
especially after seeing the money she 
makes.

She has gone under the knife several 

times and has spoken about her body 

tweaks openly. She admitted she's had 

multiple surgical and non-surgical 

procedures over the years, including 

Botox, skin peeling, three boob jobs, 

rhinoplasty, liposuction and "intimate 

surgery".
Denise also hit out at those who think she 

can't be clever and good looking and has 

insisted she won't let people's "limiting 

beliefs" impact her work or her life. "There 

is still a thought for some people that a 

lawyer cannot be beautiful and smart," she 

added, "these limiting beliefs on the part of 

some people, therefore, do not influence 

the creation of my content."
Her looks have also hindered her dating 

life, as she previously admitted she's 

sapiosexual, which means she is attracted 

to intelligent people and finds brains to be 

one of the most important traits in a 

partner. Because of her looks, she revealed 

that men assume she's not smart.
However she finds it difficult to connect 

with men on an intellectual level as they're 

unable to keep up with her highbrow 

conversations. She previously told The 

Mirror she can't stand it when men can 

only talk about one subject, as she sees it 

as a sign that they're not interested in 

"acquiring different knowledge", which is a 

turn-off for her.
"There is no perfect man, but the concept 

of the term sapiosexual - for me - involves 

a set of factors. As an example, I like to be 

next to a man I can talk to about a variety 

of subjects, and who doesn't get stuck 

talking about just one subject.
"For example, if you are in a certain 

profession [but] you can only talk about it, 

[and] general subjects are not positioned, 

[it means] that you are not interested in 

acquiring different knowledge. This set of 

factors, for me, adds to a man," she 

explained.
Source: Mirror
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Some months days ago, Nigerian youths came out in their number to 

celebrate this year's 2023 International Youth Day.  The day is aimed at 

celebrating and putting trust in our youth and raise awareness about the 

challenges and issues faced by young people around the world as well as help 

promote their potentials. It is an epoch making event well cherished by the 

youth particularly those who are well focused and are prepared for 

contemporary challenges ahead.
In tandem with the theme for this year which is 'Green Skills for Youth: 

Towards a Sustainable World, this gesture is also intended to advance positive 

impactful advance development amongst vulnerable youth across the globe. 

Under the euphoria of this august celebrations, our youths are expected to 

continue to lucratively present themselves as the pillars of a better tomorrow. 
Affirming the commitment of his administration to creating meaningful 

opportunities, President Bola Tinubu noted that an enabling environment 

would be created through several lucrative platforms including job creation, 

skills development to digital innovation, financial technology and youth 

participation in governance. This according to President Tinubu will enable our 

teeming youths unleash their potentials towards enhancing greater 

productively, national development and holistic integration on the polity.  
While acknowledging the growing interest of interest and impact of many 

young Nigerians in technology related field, the world over, the president also 

vowed to fulfil his campaign promise of generating one million jobs in the digital 

economy for their upliftment and national economic development more 

broadly.
As it is however, the statistics of the joblessness of Nigerian youth is becoming 

unpalatable in all ramification. For instance, unemployment rate for 2022 was 

13.44 percent, a 0.21 decline from 2021. According to the unemployment rate 

released by the National Bureau for Statistics in 2022 fifty three percent of 151 

million Nigerian youths are over 80 million unemployed. This negative 

development has added to the many avoidable challenges facing the nation. 

Many of our youths have derailed and are overwhelmed by social vices for no 

fault of theirs but lack of mentorship on the need to help themselves become 

patriotic citizens. 
This aside, many of the youth of this country have indulged themselves in 

violence and thurggery has raised serious concern amongst stakeholders and 

citizenry. Sad enough, most political thugs are paid by the political class to 

maim and create havoc on innocent citizens with impunity. Certainly, many 

scholars has opined that political thuggery which is overwhelming the policy is 

something that is ruining the lives of thousands of youths particularly those 

who grew up with the belief that nothing matters in the nation.
The growing number of out of school children have of recent become a source 

of worry and great concern to many in this country. As of September 2023, the 

number of out of school children according to UNESCO is estimated at 

approximately 20 million. Therefore, according to the Universal Basic 

Education Commission, Nigeria needs an additional 20,000 schools and 

907,769 classrooms to be able to absorb the growing number of out of school 

children in the country. This is however in the midst of controversies over the 

state of out of school children in Nigeria. Though the official number of out of 

school children in Nigeria as of September 2023 could not be independently 

verified, the raising number of such vulnerable children is putting the entire 

nation on the edge. 
This equally means that without concrete measures to tackle this menace, 

Nigeria in the coming years would be unable to overcome rising cases of acts of 

criminality in the country. In more definite terms, more needs to be done to 

salvage the nation from nose-diving into a state of comatose. In this case, the 

need to do the needful is more than ever necessary.         
We believe that our youths in the country have also continued to wallow in 

abject poverty and retrogression due to lack of proper planning by successive 

governments since time immemorial. Thus, these unfriendly policies employed 

have retrogressively affected the anticipated growth and progress of our youth 

in the country.   
Consequently, it's high time the leadership and stakeholders navigate their 

strategic approach to ensuring the liberation of our teeming youth for their 

progress in the nation. Considering the present harsh economic reality, the 

incumbent administration must take more concrete measures towards 

encouraging our fragile youth in the country to become pragmatically self-

reliant. 
On the other hand, the youth of this country must come to the understanding 

of the obvious that nothing in this world is gotten on the platter of gold. 

Therefore, they must continue to work hard in their expected obligations to 

justify the confidence reposed on them.
Above all, we as a people must continue to educate and sensitise our younger 

ones to shun violent conduct which has serious implications on the polity and 

may retard our collective interest of national development and integration.

Odd World

Nigerian Youths have bleak future

Plastic surgery: Woman that 
can't renew driver's licence



THE year's IDMS features the 
following theme: HERITAGE CHANGES. 
In keeping with the spirit of open, 
innovative, constructive inter-
generational dialogue, and the 
strategic focus of ICOMOS Triennial 
Scientific Plan 2021-2024, as well as 
the 2020 ICOMOS resolution on 
Approaches to Cultural Heritage. the 
IDMS 2023 features the following 
theme: HERITAGE CHANGES. The 
IDMS - 18 April 2023 provides a timely 
opportunity to showcase strategies 
demonstrating the full potential of 
heritage research and practices which 
deliver climate-resilient pathways, 
while advocating for inclusive 
transitions to low-carbon futures. 
ICOMOS Committees, members and all 
those wishing to celebrate the IDMS 
are warmly invited to showcase the 
myriad ways in which traditional 
knowledge is/can be employed to 
a d d r e s s  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i n  
transformative ways.

The theme of HERITAGE CHANGES 
offers the opportunity to respond to 
questions regarding learning about 
traditional ways of knowing and 
knowledge systems in relation to 
climate action, and how to use a 
cultural heritage focus to support 
equitable protection of vulnerable 
communities through climate action, 
while responding to the UN Decade of 
Action. The question: How can 
t rad i t iona l  knowledge in fo rm 
innovative and transformative climate 
action? The answers to this question 
entails: considering the integration of 
t rad i t i ona l ,  h i s t o r i c  bu i l d i ng  
conservation, adaptive reuse, and/or 
energy efficiency of heritage buildings 
and landscapes; featuring innovative 
infrastructure development to 
showcase the ways in which traditional 
knowledge, practices and cultural 
heritage can be part of solutions; and 
capturing traditional philosophy and 
rationale in dealing with the 
environment (both land and water) and 
the climate as manifested in built 
vernacular heritage and cultural 
landscapes.

Over the years, Nigerian museums, 
monuments and sites or heritage sites 
joined their counterparts all over the 
world to celebrate the International 
Day for Monuments and Sites, also 
called heritage day.  This year 
celebration was not undermined as the 
National Museum; Esie joined the 
global world to mark the event with the 
theme “Heritage Changes”.  The 
National Museum Esie houses the 
largest stone images (monuments) in 
sub-Saharan Africa contains over 1000 
carvings of men and women presided 
over by a king (Oba Ere) is situated in 
Esie, a town in Irepodun Local 
Government Area of Kwara State.  For 
National Museum Esie, IDMS is meant 
to celebrate the cultural heritage and 
draw the attention of the people to the 
relevance of conservation and 
restoration of monuments and sites in 
the society.

The international Day for Monuments 
and Sites in National Museum Esie is 
often celebrated with features such as 
cultural display, paper presentation, 
lectures and symposia. During the 
paper presentation by one of the staff, 
a Chief Museum Education Officer, Mr 
Fatile Jonathan, going by the year 
theme, “Heritage Changes” observed 
that the only thing that is constant is 
“change”. He re-iterated that the world 
itself is not static.  This explains the 
singular reason why heritage keep 
changing.  This write up attempt to 
discuss what is Heritage especially 
Monuments and Sites, factors that 
bring about heritage changes and 
management of heritage and sites.

The world heritage convention 
defines heritage as both cultural and 
natural phenomena which are priceless 
and irreplaceable possession, not only 
of each nation but of mankind as a 

whole.  It is also described as a broad 
concept of both cultural and natural 
expression of the past manifesting in 
the present which is closely related to 
different cultural and natural 
diversities.  Equally, some cultural 
resource professionals described 
heritage as tangible evidence of man's 
existence or endowment by nature 
which are passed from one generation 
to another.  Monuments as defined by 
UNESCO is Architectural work, works of 
monumental sculptures and painting 
e l e m e n t  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
archaeological nature, inscriptions, 
cave dwelling and combination of 
features which are of outstanding 
universal value from the point of 
history and science (UNESCO 2016).  
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 
defined site as an area of ground on 
which a town, building, a monument is 
constructed or a place where a 
particular event or activities is 
occurring or has occurred.  Also site 
can be seen as a heritage having a 
value that has been registered by the 
government agency as being a national 
importance to be cultural heritage of 
the people.  It should be noted that 
monument may be a single natural or 
cultural object while a site may cover a 
wide landmass with numerous 
monuments situated within it.  A good 
example of cultural site in Nigeria is 
Osun Oshogbo Groove, Osun State.

Heritage has been classified into 
three categories.  These are cultural, 
natural and mixed heritages.  Cultural 
heritage is defined as the legacy of 
physical artifact and intangible 
attribute of the past generation, 
manifesting in the present and 
bestowed for the benefit of future 
generations.  Cultural heritage 
includes the tangible and intangible 
heritage.  Tangible cultural heritage 
are those that can be touched and feel.  
While the intangible are those aspect 
that cannot be touched but can be felt.  
The tangible culture is divided into 
movable (it can be moved from one 

place to another) and immovable (it 
cannot be moved from one place to 
another)  Movable include, artifacts, 
archiva material while the immovable 
are monuments, group of buildings, 
buildings, cave dwellings, landscapes 
zoological land and botanical gardens, 
archeological sites, architectural work, 
and historical centre.  The intangible 
on the other hand include music, 
dance, indigenous knowledge system, 
folklore, festival, language etc.  
Natural heritage refer to sum total 
element of bio diversities including the 
flora and fauna and ecosystem 
together with associated geological 
structure and formation.  It can also be 
referred to as animate and inanimate 
resources that have manifested 
through the interaction of man and his 
environment in order for the 
continuous existence of man.  Natural 
heritage is also divided into tangible 
and intangible.  While the tangible is 
splitted into movable which include 
plants and animals and the immovable 
which are geological formation, 
national parks, Landscape of natural 
beauty.  Whereas the intangible 
natural heritages are aesthetics that 
contribute to biological diversity.  
Mixed heritage simply put, is the 
combination of both cultural and 
natural objects/heritage to form a 
culture.  Example is the Osun Oshogbo 
Grove where there are sculptures, 
shrine and the River goddess put 
together.

Good as the heritages are, they tend 
to undergo changes due to two major 
factors.  These are natural and 
unnatural factors.  A change by 
implication is to make something 
different, to become different, to pass 
from one state or form into another, it is 
transition from one state to another.  
Natural change of Monuments and 
Sites (heritage) is caused by the nature 
due to climatic condition and 
environmental factors which include 
incorrect level of relative humidity, 
temperature and light.  Insect,rodents, 

microorganism, dust, pollutants, 
storm, wind, rain and fire.  The 
unnatural change of heritage are those 
caused by man or simply put “man-
made” this occurs as a result of 
mishandling, neglect, bad/poor 
storage, ignorance, theft, bad 
excavation, vandalism, graffiti 
fanatism, wrong support, poor 
packaging etc.  The interaction or 
intervention of man or nature on a 
heritage may result into heritage 
changes which may manifest 
physically or chemically on the 
heritage that would result to 
deterioration.

Deterioration is the depreciation in 
value of an object.   It is the part or 
total negative change to an object or 
material cause by an agent known as 
the “AGGRESSOR”.  Aggressors are the 
causative agents that feed on the 
objects/materials and thereby cause 
destruction to the objects.  Aggressors 
bring about a breakdown of structure 
resulting in physical and chemical 
change on the material (Heritage).  
Physical deterioration implies a change 
in the physical structure of an object.  
It is a change in the object that does 
not involve a change in chemical 
composition.  It is often cause by 
variation or improper level of 
temperature and relative humidity or 
interaction with some mechanical 
force. While chemical deterioration is a 
change in an object that involve an 
alteration of chemical composition.  It 
is a change at the atomic and 
molecular level.  Chemical change 
usually occurs because of reaction with 
another chemical substance (pollution, 
water, pest, waste) or radiation (light 
and heat) examples include: corrosion 
of metal and stone caused by air 
pollution, oxidation of metal (rusting) 
fading of dyes and pigments etc.

The importance of heritage cannot be 
overemphasized as it helps us to 
examine our history and tradition and 
enable us develop awareness about 
ourselves.  It help us to understand 
and explain why we are the way we 
are.  Heritage is a key stone of our 
culture that play an important role in 
our society, politics, business and 
world view.  This account for why each 
city and place remains its distinct 
cultural characteristics and historical 
background make its specific identity 
and uniqueness of each community.  
In the country side or within the local 
parlance, monuments and sites are 
concrete evidence of historical 
antecedence of the people.  It equally 
serves as the group totem that bind 
and rekindle the people's tradition. In 
some communities, circumstances 
around the community monumental 
heritage serves as their praises or are 
used to eulogize them.

The National Commission for 
Museums and Monuments (NCMM) act 
cap – 242 of the law of Federal Republic 
of Nigeria 1990 saddle the commission 
w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
responsibilities/functions to protect 
and safeguard cultural artifacts 
monuments and site across the thirty-
six (36) state of the federation 
including Abuja, the federal capital 
territory.  This provision tends to 
safeguard monuments and sites in 
Nigeria and  NCMM  is the leading 
agency in Cultural Resources 
Management (CRM).

Conservation to prolong the life span 
of these heritages is very crucial and as 
a result, CRM has adopted various 
conservation methods.  Conservation 
implies anything we do to extend the 
life expectancy of object of antiquity 
either by working on its environment 
or on the object.  It implies keeping in 
safety the existing state of an object or 
heritage.  We have indirect and direct 
conservation.  Indirect conservation is 
known as preventive conservation 
which seeks to prevent the agents of 
deterioration to reach and attack the 

objects or monuments.  In this type of 
conservation, the environment of the 
monuments is worked on by the CRM 
to prevent decay/destruction.  The 
direct conservation refers to as the 
curative or remedial conservation.  
This is an action taken to combat the 
effect of decaying or deterioration on 
the objects/materials (heritages).  In 
the past as well as in the present, 
especially in communities where there 
is scarcity of modern chemicals 
(pesticides and herbicides) and the 
available ones are too expensive.  The 
local craftsmen do make use of natural 
substances like yellow ochre, palm-
wine, smoke etc which serve as 
repellant to the aggressors.  For 
example if palm-wine is poured on an 
object and exposed to air, ethanol is 
converted to vinegar and this will 
prevent microorganism and fungal 
attack.  It should be noted that the 
general concept of conservation is 
about various steps taken to 
safeguarding monumental structure 
and sites.  These steps include regular 
inspections, cyclical and routine 
maintenance/repairs either in the form 
of consolidation, reinforcement, 
restoration and reconstruction aimed 
at preservation of its originality as well 
as its cultural integrity.

From the foregoing discussion, it is 
evident that heritage undergo changes 
as a result of its exposure to natural 
and unnatural factors which call for 
human intervention in the form of 
conservation and preservation aimed 
at its sustainability and well being.  
However, it should be noted that 
preventive conservation is more 
desirable than curative conservation.  
In the light of the above, both 
government and the custodians of 
these heritages or sites should embark 
on decisive measures. 

These measures should include:-
- Adequate funding of CRM in order 

to meet up with their social mandate.
- There should be greater public 

sensitization on the importance of 
monuments and sites.  Thus, both 
print and audio-visual mass-media 
should be involved in the public 
sensitization of the existence and 
importance of this heritages. 
Government agencies should aligns 
with NCMM and other CRM agencies on 
the construction of physical project like 
road, railway, airport, governmental 
offices, market, stadium etc. so that 
the destruction of our monuments and 
heritage sites would be avoided.

- At any monument or site, the 
buffer zone should be created, its bush 
should be cleared and there should be 
sign post.  

- Regular and routine inspection 
should be taken by the CRM on 
monuments and sites

- Any deliberate or accidental 
trespass should be sanctioned.  

- Antiquities Protection Officers 
should be attached to every 
monument declared as heritage.  
Those that are yet to be declared, 
NCMM should work with the 
communities or owners to protect it 
from both temporary and permanent 
trespass e.g. farming, hunting and 
construction of any edifice.

- Those already trespassed or 
destroyed, all necessary steps should 
be taken for its restoration and 
appropriate sanction be accorded to 
serve as deterrent to others.

- Annual bush burning should be 
proscribed.

Monuments and Sites are very crucial 
to our histo-cultural knowledge as well 
as socio-economic and tourism 
development.  All hands must be on 
desk, as our great heritages remain 
the concrete evidence of our culture 
and the contribution of our ancestors 
to world cultural tradition.

Mr. FATILE JONATHAN is 
National Museum, Esie.
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In 1982, International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) established 18 April as the International Day for Monuments and Sites (IDMS), followed 
by UNESCO adoption during its 22nd General Conference. Each year, ICOMOS proposes a theme for activities to be organised by its members and partners - 
and anyone who wants to join in marking the Day. This day is dedicated to promoting the importance of cultural heritage and raising awareness about the 
need to preserve historical sites and monuments across the globe. It is a day to celebrate the unique and diverse cultural heritage across the world and to 
encourage people to appreciate and safeguard their heritage for future generations. FATILE JONATHAN writes.
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N education as in other fields of 
human endeavour, every official Iaction of an organisation must 

have a backing or a basis. It is this 
purpose that a policy serves. A policy 
defines the area in which decisions are 
to be made, but it does not make the 
decision. It usually provides a general 
guide that facilitates decision-making. 
Educational policies provide the 
direction for educational activities.

The formulation of an educational 
p o l i c y  s e t s  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  
implementation which, according to 
Ukeje (1986), is perhaps the most 
important aspect of planning. 
Planning is usually an action which 
succeeds policy formulation but 
p r e c e d e s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  
Unfortunately, educational policies 
and goal attainment have been 
irreconcilable due to implementation 
constraints. Perhaps this accounts for 
the observation made by Governor 
Oyakhilome of Rivers State in an 
address sent to the Convention of the 
Nigerian Association for Educational 
Administration and Planning in 1986. 
He expressed concern about the 
problem of policy implementation 
thus: We know it is difficult to realize 
planned objectives one hundred 
percent. But our experience in 
planning education in this country 
shows a disturbing gap between 
planned objectives and attained 
results ... As professionals in the field 
of education, it may be pertinent to 
identify whether those critical gaps 
are results of faulty planning or faulty 
imp lementa t ion  (Oyakh i l ome  
1986:2).

Policy implementation in education 
is a conspicuous national problem that 
has taken centre stage in Nigeria. This 
paper examines the problem in some 
detail and explores its implications for 
the development of Nigeria.

Statement of the problem
Over the years, the gap between 

educational policies and goal 
attainment due to inadequate 
implementation of these policies has 
become of great concern to many 
observers. The paper is interested in 
identifying the implementation 
constraints and to explore the 
implications of poor educational policy 
imp lementat ion  fo r  nat iona l  
development. Following a clarification 
of the causes and effects of the 
p r o b l e m  o f  p o o r  p o l i c y  
implementation, the paper will 
advance remedial measures.

Research questions
In course of this examination, the 

following questions will be addressed.
• Are educational achievements in 

line with educational policies in 
Nigeria?

• What factors or constraints have 
made the implementation of 
educational policies difficult?

• What are the implications of poor 
implementation of educational 
policies for national development?

• What strategies can be adopted to 
ensure better policy implementation?

Policy as a concept
A policy serves the purpose of 

ensuring that every official action of 
an organisation must have a basis or a 
backing. Terry (1977: 1989) 

considers that “a policy is an overall 
guide that gives the general limits 
and direction in which administrative 
action will take place”. According to 
him, “a policy defines the area in 
which decisions are to be made but it 
does not give the decision”.

A policy brings about a meaningful 
relationship between business 
objectives and organisational 
funct ions as i t  d iscourages 
deviations from planned courses of 
action. A policy ensures consistency 
of action because an organisation is 
governed by approved principles. A 
policy does not have to be rigid, as 
there should be room for adjustment 
if necessary after its formulation.

Perhaps this is why Hoy and Miskel 
(1978:215) believe that “policies are 
not only formulated but also 
programmed, communicated, 
monitored and evaluated”? The non-
rigid nature of policies is confirmed 
by Lindblom (1959:86) when he 
describes policymaking as a “process 
of successive approximation to some 
desired objectives in which what is 
desired itself continues to change 
under reconsideration”. In fact, a 
good policy is one that can be 
reviewed as the need may arise. 
Lindblom believes that a wise policy 
maker cannot expect all their policies 
to achieve a one-hundred percent 
success. Regardless of how good a 
policy may be, its implementation 
may introduce some element of 
imperfection.

The concept of educational 
policy

Educational policies are initiatives 
mostly by governments that 
determine the direction of an 
educational system (Okoroma 

2000:190). According to Osokoya 
(1987:2):

Education is a distinctive way in 
which the society inducts its young 
ones into full membership. So every 
modern society needs some 
educational policies to guide it in the 
process of such initiation.

In the view of Awokoya (1981), 
educational policy is directed 
towards increasing the quality of life 
of a people. He believes that the 
objective of any policy is to satisfy 
individual needs, community 

pressures and the degree of 
complexity and sophistication to 
which socialised personnel must be 
educated and trained to meet these 
d e m a n d s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
considerations, according to 
Awokoya (1981), are necessary to 
guide the formulation of adequate 
educational policy. 

• It should be formulated and 
adopted through a political process 
which acknowledges the reality and 
legitimacy of conflicting interests 
and desires among its participants

• It should portray some elements 
of guidance for properly directed and 
coordinated action towards the 
attainment of the desired goals

• It should contain information on 
the broad objectives that should be 
reached

• It should be a binding guide on 
the actions of those implementing it

• It should be enforceable and 
enforced by the society which 
formulates it.

Kerr (1976) believes that, for a 
policy to qualify as an educational 
policy, it must be distinct from other 
policies. In his view, educational 
policies are distinguishable from 
other policies by the fact that policies 
on education are part and parcel of 
educational institutions. However, it 
is important to note that not all 
policies formulated in educational 
ins t i tu t ions  can qua l i fy  as  
educational po1icies. Generally, 
policies must be rational and 
purposeful to enable them to stand 
the test of time.

Problems associated with 
policy implementation

The gap that often exists between 
p o l i c y  f o r m u l a t i o n  a n d  
implementation provokes inquiry to 
identify factors that constrain the 
ef fect ive implementat ion of  
educational policies. The problem of 
policy implementation is traceable to 
the planning stage which comes 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  p o l i c y  
formulation. Okeke et al. (1985) and 
Ukeje (1986) have stated clearly 
that good planning will ensure 
effective implementation. Good 
planning that can facilitate effective 
implementation ought to consider 
such factors as the planning 

environment, social environment, 
political environment, and financial 
and statistical problems. It is in 
recognition of this observation that 
Aghenta (1984: 239) noted:

For education to achieve all ends, it 
has to be carefully planned. The plan 
must take into consideration ... the 
needs of the society; the political, 
socio-cultural, economic, military, 
scientific, and technological realities 
of the environment are very 
important to its survival.

Adesina (1977) notes that planned 
implementation is constrained by the 
following factors:

• over-estimation of available 
resources – this is a situation where 
estimated resources are greater 
than actual available resources to 
implement a program

• under-estimation of the costs of 
implementing a plan – this happens 
when cost-estimates do not make 
adequate provisions for infl ation and 
actual implementation costs become 
unmanageable

• over-reliance upon external 
assistance – plans that substantially 
rely upon assistance from foreign 
sources for their implementation run 
into hitches when such aid fails to 
come, and

• inaccurate statistical data – 
planning educat ion requires 
accurate and up-to-date data. Plans 
that do not adequately provide for 
this usually have implementation 
problems.

Furthermore, Van Horn and Van 
Meter (1977) have also advanced 
three general explanations for 
unsuccessful implementation of 
programs, namely:

• the communication process – 
effective implementation requires 
that implementers know what they 
are expected to do; as messages 
pass through any communication 
network, distortions are likely to 
occur which can produce contrary 
d i r e c t i v e s ,  a m b i g u i t i e s ,  
inconsistencies and incompatible 
requirements;

• the capability problem – ability 
to implement policies may be 
hindered by such factors as 
incompetent staff, insuffi cient 
information, political support, 

inadequate financial resources and 
impossible time constraints, and

• dispositional confl icts – 
implementation of a policy may fail 
because those charged with the 
responsibility of implementation 
refuse to carry out their own 
assignments.

National Policy on Education
Prior to 1977 Nigeria operated an 

educational policy inherited from 
Britain at independence. The 
inability of this policy to satisfy the 
national aspirations of the country 
rendered it unpopular. In 1969 a 
National Curriculum Conference was 
organised which reviewed the 
inherited curriculum and identified 
new national goals for Nigeria's 
education. A National Seminar was 
o rgan i sed  by  the  Nat iona l  
E d u c a t i o n a l  Re s e a r c h  a n d  
Development Council (NERDC) in 
1973 under the Chairmanship of 
Chief S. O. Adebo. This gave rise to 
the 

National Policy on Education in 
1977 (Akangbou 1985; Bello 1986; 
Okoroma 2000).

The National Policy on Education is 
anchored on Nigeria's philosophy on 
education as enunciated through the 
nation's objectives. Nigeria has fi ve 
main national objectives as provided 
by the Second National Development 
Plan and accepted as the necessary 
foundation for the National Policy on 
Education. They are the building of:

• a free and democratic society
• a just and egalitarian society
• a united strong and self-reliant 

nation
• a great and dynamic economy
• a land of bright and full 

opportunities for all citizens (FRN, 
1998).

Implementation of the primary 
and secondary aspects of the 
National 

Policy on Education
An analysis of the implementation 

efforts of the primary and secondary 
aspects of Nigeria's education policy 
will give an insight into the 
relationship between policies and 
g o a l  a t t a i n m e n t  t h r o u g h  
implementation.

“The inability of this policy to satisfy 
the national aspirations of the 
country rendered it unpopular. In 
1969 a  Nat ional  Curr icu lum 
Conference was organised which 
reviewed the inherited curriculum 
and identified new national goals for 
Nigeria's education”.

N. S. OKOROMA
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TRUTH EXALTS A NATION
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To be continued

Educational policies and problems of implementation in Nigeria
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