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the pledge on Monday, 
in Abuja, during a 
meeting with members 
of the Newspaper 
P r o p r i e t o r s '  
Association of Nigeria 
(NPAN).
The President, in a 

statement issued by 
Ajuri Ngelale, his 
Special Adviser on 

R E S I D E N T  
Bola Tinubu Phas said his 

administration will 
always uphold media 
freedom and respect 
opinions, whether 
they are adversarial 
or complimentary to 
his government.
The President made 

Media and Publicity, 
a s s u r e d  N P A N  
members that he would 
carefully consider their 
request for a review of 
policies affecting the 
p a p e r  i n d u s t r y ,  
a c k n o w l e d g i n g  
concerns about existing 
regulations hindering 
l o c a l  a c c e s s  t o  

newsprint.
Speaking on the 

challenges faced by 
travellers during the 
festive season, the 
President said the 
federal government is 
taking measures to 
alleviate the high cost 
of transportation by 
granting waivers to 

operators in the air, 
r o a d ,  a n d  r a i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
systems.
He also said steps are 

being taken to reduce 
the price of Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas (LPG).
“I care about what is 

going on in the country. 
I thank you for your 

support and opinions, 
even the criticism of our 
government. Without 
the support of some of 
you, I will not be 
s t and ing  he re  a s  
president.
“You have held our feet 

to the fire, and we will 
continue to respect your 

Continued to page 1
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HE Ministerial Session Tof the 67th National 
Council on Education 
(NCE), has ratified the 
reviewed National Policy on 
Inclusive Education as a 
working document in 
Nigeria, following the 
approval of some major 
policy decisions that would 
guide implementation of 
the education sector in the 
next one year.

This was contained in a 
communiqué issued at the 

NUJ commended for holding maiden Christmas carol
Mutfwang 

urges
citizens to be

selfless Coexist in peace to pave way for development - CSO, CEO

President Tinubu acknowledged concerns about existing regulations hindering local access to newsprint

the apex bank to hike 
interest rates in the next 
meeting to address the 
country's high inflation 
rate.

“The central bank, under 
its new leadership, has 
started to withdraw excess 
liquidity that was in the 
system and contributing to 

comments last month 
highlighted that a new 
i n f l a t i o n  t a r g e t i n g  
f ramewo rk  i s  b e i ng  
prepared. At the next 
Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting, we have pencilled 
in an interest rate hike of 
400bp, to 22.75 percent.”

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Monetary Fund has urged Continued to page 1

the dollar will continue to 
push up inflation too,” 
David Omojomolo, Africa 
economist at Capital 
Economics, said.

He said the CBN would 
deliver aggressive interest 
rate hikes to restore its 
credibility and bring down 
inflation.

“ T h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  

2 8 . 2 0  p e r c e n t  i n  
November, the same as in 
August 2005, from 27.33 
percent in October.

Inflationary pressures 
are set to build from here. 
The fuel subsidy's removal 
will continue to add to 
inflation through second-
round effects. And the 
naira's fall in value against 

IGERIA'S inflation Nrate is on course to 
rise to its highest in more 
t h a n  1 8  y e a r s  i n  
December, dampening 
Christmas spending for 
cash-strapped consumers.

This soaring inflation is 
expected to spur the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
( C B N )  t o  r a i s e  i t s  

benchmark interest rate in 
its next meeting. The 
M o n e t a r y  P o l i c y  
Committee last met in July, 
when it increased the rate 
for the eight straight time 
to 18.75 percent.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 
consumer prices rose to a 
fresh 18-year high of 
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high inflation. The next 
M o n e t a r y  P o l i c y  
Committee meeting should 
further raise the policy 
interest rate,” it said in a 
statement.

A recent report by KPMG 
Nigeria described the 
country's inflation as cost-
push inflation, projecting it 
to hit 30 percent by 
December.

We a lso  note  that  
s u s t a i n a b l y  t a m i n g  
inflation would require not 
only monetary responses 
which are generally more 
a p t  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  
demand-pull inflation, but 
also addressing underlying 
supply-side problems 
d r i v i n g  c o s t - p u s h  
inflation,” the report said.

It added that it required 
focusing on ways to boost 
local production, improve 
local infrastructure, cut 
energy and transportation 
costs and boost foreign 
exchange inflow.

T h e  N B S  r e p o r t  
highlighted that the food 
inf lat ion rate, which 
constitutes more than 50 
percent  o f  head l ine  
inf lat ion,  was 32.84 
percent in November, 
compared to 24.13 percent 
a year earlier.

“The rise in food inflation 
on a year-on-year basis 
was caused by increases in 

prices of bread and 
cereals, oil and fat, 
potatoes, yam and other 
tubers, fish, fruit, meat, 
vegetables and coffee, tea 
and cocoa,” it said.

Analysts at Comercio 
Partners noted that food 
inflation printing above 30 
percent depicts higher 
food prices and further 
strains to food supply 
w i th in  the  N iger ian  
economy.

THE FCT chapter of the 
N i g e r i a n  M e d i c a l  
Association (NMA), has 
called on the National 
Assembly (NASS) to enact 
laws specifically aimed at 
addressing and preventing 
organ trafficking in the 
country.

Speaking at a press 
briefing in Abuja on 
Monday, the chairman of 
F C T  N M A ,  C h a r l e s  
Ugwuanyi, said with 
specific laws, Nigeria can 
make efforts towards 
e r a d i c a t i n g  o r g a n  
trafficking and protecting 
the well-being of its 
citizens.

Mr Ugwuanyi said the 
existing law governing 
organ transplants in the 
country is limited in depth, 
hence unable to address 
emerging issues.

“It only requires the 
donor to be above 18 years 
of age and the fact that 
there is no financial 
i nducement  f o r  the  
donation,” he said.

T h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  
organised to address the 
allegation of illegal kidney 
trade involving Alliance 
Hospital, an Abuja-based 
medical facility.

Da i l y  Tr u s t  i n  an  
investigation published on 
10 December, detailed the 
thriving economy of illegal 

kidney trade in the FCT and 
how agents operate freely, 
luring young men from low 
economic backgrounds to 
sell their kidneys.

The investigation also 
highlighted how Nigeria's 
socio-economic challenges 
have contributed to the 
travails of the young men 
who sell their kidneys 
without minding the long-
term repercussions, as 
Nigeria has no regulatory 
body in charge.

In a reaction to the 
findings via his official X 
account, the Minister of 
Health and Social Welfare, 
Muhammad Pate, clarified 
that there is a policy and 
legal framework that 
enables regulation of 
health practice in Nigeria, 
i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c a l  
transplantation.

Mr Pate said Sections 51-
56 of the National Health 
Act 2014 (NHA 2014) 
prohibit the il legality 
u n c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  
investigation, adding that 
the central issues concern 
the enforcement practices 
and  evas i on  o f  t he  
regulatory guidelines by 
criminals.

The minister further noted 
in his reaction that his 
m i n i s t r y  r e c e n t l y  
inaugurated the Tertiary 
Hospitals Care Standards 
Committee to enhance the 
e f fec t iveness  o f  the  
government in regulating 
practices.

He noted that in the 
p r o p o s e d  2 0 2 4  
appropriation directed by 
President Bola Tinubu, “we 
slated significant resources 
t o  e n h a n c e  s u c h  
regulations and curb the 
criminality experienced by 
Nigerians over so many 
years in the past.”

In reaction to this, Mr 
Ugwuanyi said every 
potential case must be 
given a balanced judgment 
by constituted authorities.

He called on the relevant 
government authorities 
and the legislative arm of 
government to review the 
laws. He also expressed 
w o r r y  t h a t  o r g a n  
harvesting may become a 
common practice soon if 
nothing is done.

So, we can project that in 
the next few years, there 
will be a lot of organ 
harvesting. Therefore, we 
must and we will keep 
calling on our government 
to strengthen laws guiding 
them,” he said.

Let us see what is 
happening as pointers to 
bigger problems in the 
future and that is how the 
society develops.”

Mr Ugwuanyi also called 
on the public to allow 
relevant authorities handle 
the issue instead of 
blacklisting the hospital 
involved.

He said the Medical and 
Dental Council of Nigeria 
(MDCN) has a tribunal that 
tries doctors on issues 
related to bad practice and 
others.

And we always encourage 
our patients, if you feel you 
haven't been treated well. 
P l ease  don ' t  choose  
v io lence aga inst  us ,  
violence can be physical, 
emotional, cyberbullying, 
please go to the tribunals,” 
he said.

Speaking at the briefing, 
the managing director of 
A l l i a n c e  H o s p i t a l ,  
C h r i s t o p h e r  O t a b o r,  
explained that as a rule, 
kidney recipients source for 
their donors and present 
them to the hospital for 
screening for compatibility 
and fitness for donation.

Mr Otabor said after the 
screening, the hospital 
proceeds to ensure they 
m e e t  t h e  l e g a l  
r equ i r emen t s  be f o re  
commencing any medical 
procedure.

He said the requirements 
include: “Donors must be 
18 years or above and must 
s ign consent  in  the 
presence of two adult 
witnesses. Donors are 
expected to swear an 
affidavit stating their age 
and affirming that the 
decision to donate is by free 
will and there is no 
compulsion or financial 
inducement.”

“We have followed the 
above protocol strictly for 
all the kidney transplant 
cases done by the hospital.”

opinions whether we 
agree or not. One thing 
I must say is that I read 
every paper, various 
o p i n i o n s ,  a n d  
c o l u m n i s t s ”,  t h e  
President said.
President Tinubu said 

his administration will 
remain steadfast in 
“ r e i n v i g o r a t i n g ,  
retoo l ing and re-
e n g i n e e r i n g  t h e  
economy”, citing bold 
d e c i s i o n s  b y  h i s  
administration to end 
the petrol subsidy 
regime and initiate the 
ongoing unification of 
foreign exchange rates.
”I promise you a very 

t r a n s p a r e n t  
government. We will try 
our best to draw water 
from a dry well and 
create a good economic 
environment that will 
serve the people. The 
future of our country is 
clear with committed 
investments in health, 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
transportation, and 
educat ion,  among 
others. We have to take 
care of the poor. If we 

invest in our own 
children and leave the 
children of the poor, the 
children of neglect will 
a t t a c k  y o u r  
investments”, he said.
In his remarks, the 

Minister of Information 
a n d  N a t i o n a l  
O r i e n t a t i o n ,  
Mohammed Id r i s ,  
reiterated the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
fostering a vibrant and 
responsible media 
l andscape  in  the  
country.
”Ou r  d emoc ra c y  

t h r i v e s  o n  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  
accountability, and the 
f r e e  f l o w  o f  
information. The role of 
the media, particularly 
the newspapers, is 
p a r a m o u n t  i n  
u p h o l d i n g  t h e s e  
principles”, the Minister 
said.
Commending NPAN 

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a  
platform for national 
discourse and for 
diverse voices, the 
Minister implored the 

end of the 67th council 
meeting of the NCE on 
Friday in Lagos, entitled, 
'Addressing the Challenges 
of Policy Implementation: 
A  Pa n a c e a  f o r  t h e  
Achievement of Education 
2030 Agenda', the NCE is 

the highest policy making 
body in the education 
s e c t o r  u n d e r  t h e  
chairmanship of the 
minister of education.

T h e  C o u n c i l  a l s o  
approved the reviewed 
National Education Quality 
Assurance Policy and its 
implementation guidelines 
as a working document in 
Nigeria, and the reviewed 
National policy on HIV & 
AIDS for the Education 
Sector as a National 
Working document in 
Nigeria, among other 
policies.

Similarly, a strategic 
roadmap to equal access 
to higher education was 
also launched.

The basic thing about 
e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  

everybody should have it; 
it's free. But because we 
are in a place where some 
persons out of the way 
they were born cannot 
attend school or go 
t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  
processes of learning like 
the others, we have to 
make sure that those 
people that are differently 
abled can have access,” 
David Adejo, permanent 
secretary, Federal Ministry 
of Education, said.

According to him, the 
r ev i ewed  po l i c y  on  
inclusive education seeks 
to bring everybody in the 
education sector into a 
basket, to see how they 
would be able to get 
a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i t y  
education.

a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  
collaborate with the 
Tinubu administration 
t h r ough  e f f e c t i ve  
dialogue, advancing 
shared values, and 
addressing challenges 
confronting the nation.
Speaking on behalf of 

the delegation, Kabiru 
Yusuf, NPAN president 
and chairman of Media 
Trust, owners of the 
Daily Trust Newspapers 
and Trust Television, 
while congratulating 
President Tinubu on his 
election victory and 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
aff irmation, raised 
press ing concerns 
facing the newspaper 
industry.
” O u r  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  
newspaper industry, 
w h i c h  e m p l o y s  
thousands of Nigerians: 
journalists, marketers, 
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
a c c o u n t a n t s .  
Newspapers are also 
part of the building 
blocks of democracy 
and reliable sources of 
information in a world 
that is overwhelmed by 
fake news”, he said.

Nigeria ratifies new policy to 
deepen inclusive education

Nigeria inflation to rise high in December
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Tinubu pledges to 
uphold media freedom

Doctors seek legislation to 
address organ trafficking
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that the US-led naval patrol 
mission is “essentially 
unnecessary” – as all 
waters near Yemen are still 
safe, except for Israel-
linked ships or vessels 
travelling to Israel.

The US and British navies 
said over the weekend that 
their destroyers had shot 
down a total of 15 drones in 
the waterway.

In the latest incident on 
Tuesday,  the Un i ted 
Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations, said four small 
boats, each carrying four to 
five people, approached a 
vessel off the coast of 
Djibouti in a “suspicious” 
manoeuvre – but that no 
weapons were seen during 
the incident.

At least 12 shipping 
companies, including the 
I t a l i a n - S w i s s  g i a n t  

YEMEN'S Houthis will 
not halt attacks on 
ships linked to Israel in 
the Red Sea, despite 
the United States 
announcing a new 
maritime protection 
force to counter them, 
a spokesperson for the 
rebel group said.

“ E v e n  i f  A m e r i c a  
succeeds in mobilising the 
entire world, our military 
operations will not stop … 
no matter the sacrifices it 
costs us,” Mohammed al-
Bukhaiti, a senior Houthi 
official, said in a post on X 
on Tuesday.

The Houthis would only 
halt their attacks if Israel's 
“crimes in Gaza stop and 
food, medicines and fuel 
are allowed to reach its 
besieged population”, al-
Bukhaiti said.

He spoke after US 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Aust in   a  
coalition on Monday to 
protect trade in the Red 
Sea after the attacks 
forced shipping lines to 
suspend operations.

The Iran-linked Houthis 
have waged attacks on 
more  than a  dozen 
commercial ships in an 
attempt to pressure Israel 
to end its bombardment of 
the Gaza Strip.

“These reckless Houthi 
attacks are a serious 
international problem and 
they demand a firm 
international response,” 
Austin said about the new 
10-nation coalition. He said 
the force would operate 
“with the goal of ensuring 
freedom of navigation for 
all countries and bolstering 
regional security and 
prosperity”.

A f t e r  t h e  U S  
announcement, Houthi 
Major General Yusuf al-
M a d a n i  s a i d  i n  a  
statement: “Any escalation 
in Gaza is an escalation in 
the Red Sea … Any country 
or party that comes 
between us and Palestine, 
we will confront it.”

Spokesperson al-Bukhaiti 
told Al Jazeera on Monday 
that the group would 
confront any US- led 
coalition in the Red Sea.
 “You have the military 

establishment in Yemen, in 
the areas controlled by the 
Houthis, warning that they 
will continue to target ships 
cruising through the Bab 
el-Mandeb strait and the 
Red Sea and they insist 
they are doing this to 
protect people in Gaza, in 
particular,” Al Jazeera's 
Hashem Ahelbarra said, 
reporting from Doha on 
Tuesday.

 “A top Houthi official, 
Mohammed Abdulsalam, 
who is also a senior 
negotiator, said the attacks 
by the Houthis are not an 
act of defiance but if this 
new coalition is adamant 
on launching attacks, then 
they will have to bear the 
consequences of what he 
described as a broader 
conflict in the region.

 “But he said at the same 
time that the Houthis are 
still adamant on the need 
for the Israelis to stop the 
war if they want the 
Houthis to stop the 
a t t a c k s , ”  o u r  
correspondent added.

On Tuesday, Abdulsalam 
told Reuters news agency 

announced

Mediterranean Shipping 
Company, France's CMA 
CGM and Denmark's AP 
Mo l l e r -Mae r sk ,  have  

 transit through 
the Red Sea due to safety 
concerns. UK oil giant BP on 
Monday became the latest 
firm to announce it would 
avoid the waters.

Houthis attacks have 
effectively rerouted a 
significant portion of global 
trade by forcing freight 
companies to sail around 
Africa, imposing higher 
costs and delays for 
energy, food and consumer 
goods deliveries.

About 12 percent of global 
trade passes through the 
Red Sea, which connects to 
the Mediterranean Sea via 
the Suez Canal, including 
30 percent of container 
traffic.

suspended

Foreign Commentary

Yemen's Houthis 'will not stop' Red Sea attacks until Israel ends Gaza war

AT least five people were 
killed, including a local 
leader, after suspected 
rebels from an armed group 
allied to ISIL (ISIS) attacked 
an area in western Uganda 
late on Monday, the area 
legislator told Reuters on 
Tuesday.

On Monday, the Allied 
Democratic Forces (ADF) 
attacked Kyabandara parish 
in Kamwenge district in 
Western Uganda at about 
10pm (19:00 GMT), the 
lawmaker, Cuthbert Abigaba, 
said.

The attackers then killed a 
local councillor whom they 
found in a small roadside 
restaurant she operated 
alongside four of her clients 
who had just sat down for a 
meal, Abigaba said.

“After the killing, they 
burnt the restaurant and also 
proceeded and looted items 
from nearby shops before 
fleeing,” he said.

The deputy spokesperson 
for Uganda's military, Deo 
Akiiki, confirmed the attack 
and said they would give 
details later.

The ADF was formed as an 
anti-Kampala rebel group in 

the mid-1990s and initially 
battled the government of 
President Yoweri Museveni 
from bases in the Rwenzori 
mountains.

After its formation, the 
group was eventually routed 
by the Ugandan army, with 
remnants fleeing into eastern 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo where they have since 
orchestrated deadly attacks 
with thousands of casualties 
in the last decade across both 
countries.

The ADF in 2019 pledged 
allegiance to ISIL, which has 
p r e v i o u s l y  c l a i m e d  
responsibility for some of the 
ADF's attacks.

Uganda launched a ground 
and air campaign against the 
ADF in the DR Congo in 2021. 
Museveni has said the 
operation has succeeded in 
killing a large number of 
rebels, including some 
commanders.

The group has continued to 
carry out attacks including on 
a school in Western Uganda 
in June in which dozens died 
and another that killed two 
foreign tourists and their 
Ugandan tour guide.

Houthis 

Five people feared dead in 
suspected ADF attack in Uganda

Bassa Local Government council wishes to invite 
competent and reputable contractors with good track 
records of performance to submit tender for the 
execution of the under-listed projects:

1.0 Renovation of area court at Jebbu Bassa 
2.0 Completion of primary school at Nyakala in Rukuba 

Chiefdom. 
3.0 Renovation of Primary Health Care at Kwasha in 

Irigwe Chiefdom.
4.0 Installation of 500KVA Transformer at Zagun in 

Rukuba Chiefdom 
4.1 Construction of 3x3m Box culvert and erosion 

control at Kasancham in Rukuba Chiefdom
4.2 Construction of 3x3m Box culvert and erosion 

control at Hukke in Irigwe Chiefdom.
4.3 Construction of a 3 cell Box- culvert at Kasuru in 

Pengana Chiefdom.

REQUIREMENT / QUALIFICATION FOR TENDER
The following are required to be submitted before the 
closing date 
i. Evidence of registration for tender with Bassa L.G.C
ii. Evidence of registration with C.A.C
iii. Evidence of registration with pension commission of 

Nig.
iv. Tax clearance certificate for 3 previous years
v. Evidence of company registration and registration 

of key personnel with relevant professional bodies.
vi. Provision of VAT Certificate
vii. Audited accounts for 3 years
viii. Evidence of appropriate documentation fees.
ix. Evidence of Financial Capability /reference letter 

form a reputable bank 
x. Evidence of similar projects carried out.

4.0 SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENTS
The pre-qualification documents shall be submitted to 
the office of the director of personnel management and 

thdropped in the tender box on or before 29  December 
2023 at 12 noon, Tender Documents shall be opened at 2 
pm same day at the legislative chamber 

Documents should be spiral binded please.

Please note that Bassa Local Government is not 
committed nor obligated to short list any contractor or to 
award contract to any of the contractors. The council has 
the right to reject any bid.

Sarah Yakubu Azi 
Secretary, Tender Board 

For Transition Implementation Committee 
Chairman,

Bassa Local Government 

 FAITH PEACE AND PRO AND GRITY ESSUN

BASSA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
INVITATION TO TENDER 

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  

MUHAMMAD SAFIYA, now 

wish to be known and addressed 

as MUHAMMED SAFIYA. All 

former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and 

the general public should please 

take note.

MUHAMMED
I, formerly known as RIMFA 

DENIS BOBI, now wish to be 

known and addressed as RIMFA 

DENIS NANSOH. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

RIMFA

CHANGE OF NAME
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with bile. “Lawan was too busy 
trying to be APC's presidential 
candidate to even participate in the 
senate primaries in Yobe,” he 
stated, “and unsuccessfully begged 
Machina [the actual winner of the 
primary] to stand down for him, but 
the Supreme Court just declared 
him the winner of a contest he 
didn't participate in anyway.

“It's a blatant case of justice for 
sale. Nigeria's Supreme Court is, 
without doubt, a rotten gaggle of 
useless, purchasable judicial 
bandits. The highest bidder gets 
their judgement.” Recall that 
Justice Adefope-Okojie had alluded 
to this extreme perception of 
members of the apex court by this 
social commentator to underscore 
how low they had ebbed in the 
estimation of ordinary Nigerians. 

Also adding his own voice to the 
conversation about the Imo matter, 
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, threw in this 
challenge: “One area that needs 
critical analysis and interrogation is 
what makes a candidate that came 
4th in an election to be declared 
winner of that election.” 

Then this one: “Another area that 
requires an urgent answer is why 
INEC has so failed the nation that 
presidents and governors are now 
being packaged and delivered for 
the country and states, against the 
clear choice of the electorate at the 
polls.

“…. That is the sorry state we are 
in today, especially since 2015. May 
God help Nigeria” (VANGUARD, 
January 15, 2020). Unfortunately, 
since 2020 when Ozekhome cried 
out about this desperate state of 
affairs, matters have only 
deteriorated. 

Also, it is worthy of note that all of 
these allegations were being made 
against the Supreme Court at the 
very time Honourable Justice 
Dattijo Muhammad was among the 
jurists at the top court. Perhaps in 
the book he has promised to write, 
he will provide more information 
and insights about these.    

That said, in his considered 
opinion and based on his long years 
in the judiciary, Justice Mohammad 
offers this unflattering assessment: 

“In some quarters the view is 
strongly held that filth and intrigues 
characterize the institution these 
days! Judges are said to be 
comfortable in companies they 
never would have kept in the past. 
It is being insinuated that some 
judicial officers even campaign for 
the politicians. It cannot be more 
damnifying!”

Now, before judgement day, is 
there anything more to say about 
t h e  n a t u r e ,  r o o t s  a n d  
consequences of the recent absurd 
verdicts than former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo's take on the 
issues? To the straight-talking 
s t a t e sman ,  i t  i s  “ t o t a l l y  
unacceptable” for between three to 
five justices to overturn the 
mandate of millions of voters given 
to their choice candidates during 
elections.

Accord ing to VANGUARD  
newspaper (November 22, 2023), 
he cautioned political leaders and 
the powers-that-be about the 
dangers that lay ahead if these 
judgements are not overturned by 
the Supreme Court.

His strong views about the 
drawbacks inherent in the judiciary 
overturning the mandate of 
millions of citizens through judicial 
fiat resonates well with this writer. 
A little background would suffice 

here. 
The origins of the current gale of 

sackings of Plateau State's elected 
PDP lawmakers can be traced to 
2021 when the courts excluded the 
main opposition Party from the 
October 9, 2021, local government 
polls. The ruling APC went on to 
'win' all the chairmanship seats in 
the 17 local government areas 
along with the 325 councillorship 
positions.

Commenting on those events, 
yours sincerely had decried that 
travesty as the machination of 
politicians and their ilk whose 
consciences had long perished. 
Then I made the point that as a 
result of what transpired, we had 
been left with a situation “where a 
whole generation and millions of 
eligible voters were so flagrantly 
disenfranchised and their rights 
squashed in one fell swoop.”

“Even in war,” I reasoned, “certain 
moral principles are upheld to 
demonstrate that man still clings to 
some  p i e ces  o f  decency ”  
(VANGUARD, October 17, 2021).  

Yes, indeed, before judgement 
day, there is a little that more 
ordinary citizens can also say about 
what is currently happening. These 
petty laymen who know very little 
about the dizzying intricacies of the 
law? Yes, they can also say 
something.

They line up from sunrise to 
sunset (sometimes they have to go 
back home and return to continue 
the following day), under heavy 
rain and sweltering heat, hunger 
and thirst, simply to cast their 
bal lots for their preferred 
candidates and political parties. 
Only for these choices to be 
rendered useless by the courts, 
sometimes for very shady and 
shoddy reasons.

Honestly, citizens have been had, 
rapaciously despoiled. Sacking the 
people that the electorate 
sacrificed so much to elect easily 
makes them lose hope in their 
perceived place as key players and 
stakeholders in the democratic 
process.

It is widely believed that a few 

individuals and interests have 
hijacked this democracy; they have 
turned politics into an alibi for their 
self-serving interests. 

Now, all we are left with is an 
illusion of true democracy. As a 
result, once strongly held beliefs 
about the beauty, efficacy and 
relevance of democracy to our 
overall wellbeing as individuals and 
country are dangerously shifting in 
the wrong direction.

The sword of justice has suddenly 
turned into a merciless, inequitable 
and brutal Sword of Damocles. It is 
decimating both the people's freely 
given mandates and our democracy 
– for which patriots made the 
supreme sacrifice to make it 
materialise. 

But it must be said that even the 
much-awaited Supreme Court 
judgement, insignificant as it may 
appear in the face of the substantial 
damage that has already been 
inflicted on Plateau State's 
representatives at the state and 
federal parliaments, may well make 
a world of difference - if it swings in 
accordance with the majority of 
citizens' wishes.

Those candidates who 'won' the 
e l e c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
instrumentalities of the appellate 
court argue that their counterparts 
who claim they were robbed are 
simply being bad losers; that if the 
judgements had turned out the 
other way, the same people 
complaining would have applauded 
those jurists as having upheld 
justice and fairness. 

But that is just being too 
simplistic, pedestrian, even wicked. 

There is something about truly 
winning, or losing, a court case that 
makes all parties walk away feeling 
satisfied that, indeed, justice was 
served. It is that certainty, that 
soothing spirit of relief that justice 
was served, that makes the 
convicted felon serve his sentence 
with the full understanding that he 
is doing time for the wrong he 
actually committed. 

On the contrary, it is the sense 
that justice has been perverted that 
makes the man convicted for a 

crime he did not commit to continue 
seeking redress for as long as he 
breathes. This is the pervasive 
feeling and drive in Plateau citizens 
who anxiously await the verdict of 
the apex court.

Human beings, no matter how 
primitive, immoral and uncouth, 
are imbued with a moral compass, 
a conscience, that shows them the 
difference between wrong and 
right. It also pricks them whenever 
they cheat or fall foul of the law.

Let's be very clear about this: The 
highly esteemed justices of the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria are 
bound to hold and espouse very 
strong ideological and world views. 
Most times, these guide them in 
their arduous tasks of the 
dispensation of justice at that 
highest echelon of the justice 
delivery system and, to a certain 
extent, their personal lives.

This is true even in the United 
States of America, which prides 
itself as the bastion of modern 
liberal democracy, after which 
Nigeria adopted its own version.

That is why the January 22, 1973, 
Roe vs. Wade landmark decision of 
the United States Supreme Court 
which guaranteed the woman's 
right to abortion was overturned by 
the Supreme Court on June 24, 
2022. In a way, President Trump 
had set the tone for that decision 
when he appointed conservative-
leaning justices to the apex court 
which put them in the majority. 

His appointments of Neil Gorsuch, 
in 2017, Brett Kavanaugh, in 2018, 
and Amy Coney Barret, in 2022, 
effectively gave the conservative 
Republicans a six-man lead in the 
Supreme Court as against the 
liberal/progressive Democrats who 
are pro-abortion.

I have taken the liberty to briefly 
paint the above picture in order to 
show that justices of the highest 
courts in democracies are known to 
even open ly  exh ib i t  the i r  
i deo log i ca l  p roc l i v i t i e s  o r  
persuasions. Which is why they are 
mostly appointed by Presidents 
based on their ideological leanings.

However, and mark this, these 

iconic guardians of the law are 

expected to be beyond partisanship 

when it comes to absolute matters 

of the law. Their personal world 

views, ideological bents and 

political affiliations must never 

deliberately interfere with their 

interpretation of the finer details, 

the spirit and substance, of the law.
During an interview for The New 

Yorker (November 11, 2021), Isaac 

Chotiner asked Linda Joyce 

Greenhouse th is  fo l low-up 

question: “Maybe the question is, 

do we want the Supreme Court 

Justices to think of themselves as 

political actors?” 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning 

reporter replied: “It's not a simple 

yes or no. It's impossible for 

anybody to say the Court is not a 

political actor. I mean, it obviously 

is. It's in the thick of our politics. 

I'm certainly not arguing to the 

contrary. 
“Then the next step, as you say, 

is, well, what should each individual 

justice think about that? And 

should they tailor the arc of their 

careers with that in mind? And I 

just think that's a very personal 

decision for each one [of them to 

make].”
The 76-year-old Mrs. Greenhouse 

is the Knight Distinguished 

Journalist in Residence and Joseph 

M. Goldstein Lecturer in Law at Yale 

Law School and a contributing 

writer for The New York Times, 

where she reported on the 

Supreme Court for almost three 

decades.
Whichever way the scales of 

justice tilt on judgement day, the 

justices must know that a lot of 

harm has already been inflicted on 

the mandate of the people in 

P l a teau  S ta te .  The re fo re ,  

whichever way judgement goes, it 

will certainly either deepen 

injustice or assuage a great wrong. 
It is not too late to still save and 

restore to Plateau State some 

semblance of hope, no matter how 

little, no matter how late. It may 

just be that proverbial timely stitch 

that saves nine. If some things are 

worth fighting for this is certainly 

one of them.
Surely, there is still a glimmer of 

hope, a light at the end of the 

tunnel, that justice will be restored 

to the true winners of the 

gubernatorial ballot. In my October 

17, 2021, intervention from which I 

quoted above, I ended on a note of 

hope and optimism for true 

restoration. 
I have not given up. Which is why 

I shall close with these same words 

as I did two years ago: “[There] is a 

positive sign that a segment of the 

political class still believes in the 

ability of our temples of justice to 

uphold the rule of law and protect 

the integrity of our democracy. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  o u t c o m e [ s ] ,  

democracy still looks forward to 

better days ahead.
“Even in this thick atmosphere of 

despondency, growing out of a 

collective feeling of shattered 

hopes, and mutual suspicion, 

brought about by our fractured 

unity, there is a glimmer of hope 

that out of all these may yet 

emerge a stronger democratic 

Plateau State – and Nigeria.”
GYANG is the Chairman of the 

N.G.O, Journalists Coalition for 

Citizens' Rights Initiative – 

JCCRI. Emails: info@jccri-

o n l i n e . o r g ;  c h r i s g y a n g  

01@gmail.com

Before judgement day
Continued from page 32
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Laya Maiwada Sumba late 
of Plateau State died on the 
30th August, 2023 at 
Rema-Rimi, Bassa LGA 
Plateau State.

Esther Pwadima Gowal late 
of Plateau State died on the 
28th May, 2023 at Pankshin 
LGA, Plateau State.

Diyal Zumle Stephanus late of 
Plateau State died on the 21st 
August, 2022 at Wase, LGA 
Plateau State.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

Hannatu Haruna Bawa & 
Destiny Maiwada of Jengre 
Rema Rimi Bassa LGA, 
P l a t eau  S t a t e  L aw fu l  
widow/son  of the said 

Nenchadirwe Fwadima Gowal 
of COCIN Church Tuwan 
Kabwir Kanke LGA, Plateau 
State. Lawful son  of the said 
deceased

Dalyop Courage Elisha & 
Haruna Gloria Tanko, Riyom 
LGA, Plateau State . Lawful 
widow/daughter of the said 
deceased

Diyal Victor of Quarters 
Anguldi Jos South LGA, 
Plateau State. Lawful son  of 
the said deceased.

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Rume Sabina Karos late of 
Plateau State died on the 25th 
June, 2023 at Kufang, Jos 
South LGA Plateau State.

Emmanuel Rume Lon-Gwa 
Kufang, Jos South LGA, 
Plateau State. Lawful son of 
the said deceased. 

Grace Tasalla Got, Got Grace 
(Also Known As) Grace T. Got 
late of Plateau State died on 
the 26th November, 2023 at 
BHUTU, Jos Plateau State.

Mafeng Jemima Dudari, 
Yeipeng Joy Got & Sele Samuel 
Got. All of No.5. Phase A Latya 
B. Jos South LGA, Plateau 
State. Lawful son/daughters 
of the said deceased

Ukwudi Alice Akomaye (Also 
Known as) Akomaye Alice late 
of Plateau State died on the 
29th July, 2022 at Bedia, Cross 
River State.

Martha Joan Akomaye & Mary 
Maria Akomaye. All of Building 
Material Jos South LGA, Plateau 
State. Lawful grand children of the 
said deceased.

Bongs Elisha Dalyop late of 
Plateau State died on the 
24th May, 2023 at Jos, 
(Barkin Ladi) Riyom LGA, 
Plateau State.

Joseph Isha Ajang late of 
Plateau State died on the 20th 
July, 2020, at Angware, Jos 
East LGA Plateau State.

Daniel Kaze Joseph of ECWA 
Church Shere Jos East LGA, 
Plateau State. Lawful son of the 
said deceased.

Stephen Runtun late of 
Plateau State died on the 20th 
September, 2019 at Gen. 
Hosp. Shendam LGA Plateau 
State.

Stephen Veronica of Kalong 
Shendam LGA, Plateau State. 
Lawful daughter of the said 
deceased.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF PLATEAU STATE OF NIGERIA
PROBATE DIVISION

WHEREAS the person whose name is set out in the first Column hereunder died into on the date and place state in the said column.

AND WHEREAS the person whose name(s) and addressed and relations to the deceased are set out in second column hereto has/have applied to High 

Court of Plateau State if grant of letter administration of the Real and personal properties/ estate of the said deceased NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

letters of Administration will be granted to such person/persons unless a “NOTICE TO PROHIBIT the grant is filed in the Registry within twenty one (2) days 

of from the date hereof.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

Idoko Shedrach of Jenta 
Makeri Jos North LGA, 
Plateau State . Lawful son of 
the said deceased

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

David Idoko Onoja late of 
Plateau State died on the 
23rd September, 2019 at Jos, 
Plateau State.

Chuwang Eric Ibrahim late of 
Plateau State died on the 17th 
August, 2020 at Rahwol 
Kanang, Jos South LGA 
Plateau State.

Chuwang Pam Emmanuel of Shen 
Jos South LGA, Plateau State. 
Lawful brother of the said 
deceased.

Tyoden Mark Jacob Dawel late 
of Plateau State died on the 
3rd September, 2023 at 
Mangu, LGA Plateau State.

Tyoden Rifkatu Mark of Behind 
Dando GRA Mangu LGA, Plateau 
State. Lawful widow of the said 
deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

Barau Adamu Abdullahi of 
No.9 Angwang Sarki Pada 
Nassarawa State . Lawful 
brother of the said deceased

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Barau Sulaiman Abdullahi 
late of Nassarawa State died 
on the 1st October, 2023 at 
Nassarawa State.

Ibrahim Doka late of Plateau 
State died on the 1st August, 
2023 at Rema-Rimi, Bassa 
LGA Plateau State.

Hezekiah Ibrahim Doka of Rimi 
Bassa LGA, Plateau State. Lawful 
son of the said deceased.

Gofwan Joseph Jongni (Also 
Known as) Joseph Gofwan 
Ngolu, late of Plateau State 
died on the 12th November, 
2023 at Seri, Kanke LGA, 
Plateau State.

Gakka Joseph C/O St. William 
Catholic Church Seri, Kanke LGA, 
Plateau State. Lawful son of the 
said deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON

Bakle Clement Sale of 
Dungba, Shendam LGA 
Plateau State . Lawful son of 
the said deceased

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Clement Saleh Dabson late of 
Plateau State died on the 7th 
July, 2023 at Gen. Hosp. 
Shendam LGA Plateau State.

Zi Chuwang Thomas late of 
Plateau State died on the 
22nd July, 2022 at Kwang, Jos 
South LGA Plateau State.

Timothy Dazi Thomas of Kwang 
Jos South LGA, Plateau State. 
Lawful son of the said deceased.

Gyang Musa Bott late of 
Plateau State died on the 16th 
July, 2023 at Jos, Plateau 
State.

Kim Jonathan Gyang of Behind 
Bulding Materials Jos South LGA, 
Plateau State. Lawful son of the 
said deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF DECEASED PERSONNAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Garba Ahmed late of Plateau 
State, Died on the 22nd 
March, 2020 at Shiroro Hosp., 
Minna.

Anna Amos, Keturah Garba 
Amos of Angwan Bawa 
Saminaka LGA, Kaduna State, 
l a w f u l   L a w f u l  

 of the said 
deceased. 
widom/daughter

Yakubu Agandu Gontu late of 
Plateau State. Died on the 
17th October, 2019, at 
Cottage Hosp. Bokkos LGA 
Plateau State. 

Mashat Mary Solomon Fakkos, 
Bokkos LGA,  Plateau State. Lawful 
widom of the said deceased.

Manga Pam late of Plateau 
State. Died on the 28th 
December 2022, at Kassa, Barkin 
Ladi LGA, Plateau  State.

Manga Gugolo of COCIN Church 
Kadima Hwolshe Jos South LGA,  
Plateau State. Lawful brother of 
the said deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Maurice Pam Davou late of 
Plateau State. Died on the 16th 
June, 2023 at Jos  Plateau state.

Veronica Gyang Bott of Behind 
Building Materials Market, Jos 
South LGA, Plateau State. Lawful 
daughter of the said deceassed. 

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Gotom Major Bala (also known 
as) Major Bala Joseph Gotom late 
of Plateau State died on the 22nd 
June, 2023 at BHUTH, Jos.

Nenrot Bala Gotom of Mazaramk, 
Little Rayfield, Jos, Plateau State 
the lawful son of the said said 
deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Dangal Pwajok late of Plateau 
State. Died on the 22nd July, 
2021 at Hwak Kuru Jos South 
LGA  Plateau State.

Chuhwak Pwajok Dangal of 
Dagwom Hwak Palace Kuru Kuru 
Jos South LGA, Plateau State.  
Lawful son of the said deceased.

NAME OF DECEASED PERSON NAME OF ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT’S FOR GRANT

Williams Ifeanyi Solomon late 
of Delta State died on the 10th 
August, 2023 at D.S.S. Clinic 
Bwari

Nwanyinnaya Charity Williams & 
Oliseyenum Edward Williams of 
Lawhol Chom. Rayfield, Jos 
South LGA, Plateau State, the 
lawful widow & son of the said 
deceased,.

Signed
(ANDRAWUS MAIKAI)
PROBATE REGISTRAR

PLATEAU STATE OF NIGERIA, JOS

I, formerly known as STEPHANIE 
MARK BI-ALLAH, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
STEPHANIE PANGYUGHAI 
JOSEPH. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
to please take note.

PANGYUGHAI

I, formerly known as FELICIA 
QUEEN CLEMENT, now wish to be 
known and addressed as FELICIA 
EMMANUEL. My correct date of 
birth is 7/2/1996 not 7/2/1983. All 
former documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public please take note.

EMMANUEL

HANDS OF VIRTUE INITIATIVE
The general public is hereby notified that the above named organization 
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration 
under the companies and allied matters act CAMA 2020
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Olajide Justin Temitope
2. Sho Roselyn Kpanze - Secretary 
3. Ihimoyan Ayoola Joshua - Chairman 
4. Sho Rosemary Iji
5. Adeoye Olajumoke Esther
6. Salawu Oluwatobi Richard 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. Capacity building and empowerment
2. Giving hope to widows. orphans, less privilaged, disabled and the 

vulnerable

Any Objections to the publication should be forwarded to the 
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja, within Twenty 
Eight (28) days of this publication.

Signed: Secretary

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, formerly known as GONAP 

KOPWUNA TOKKIDA, now wish 

to be known and addressed as 

GONAP SIMON. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  

MAHAMMED YAHUZA SABO, 

now wish to be known and 

addressed as SABO YAHUZA 

M O H A M M E D .  A l l  f o r m e r  

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

SABO GONAP
I, formerly known as YAKUBU 
HASSAN, now wish to be known and 
addressed as JIBRIN YAKUBU 
HASSAN.  Correct date of birth is 
20/04/1991 NOT 01/01/1978. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the general 
public should please take note.

JIBRIN

I, formerly known as DOKRET 

WAKDET, now wish to be known 

and addressed as FLORENCE 

YALE. All former documents 

remain valid.  All concerned 

authorities and the general public 

to please take note.

I, formerly known as DOMCHAK 

NANSAK JOHN, now wish to be 

known and addressed as  

DOMCHAK NANSAK LOHNIM. 

All former documents remain 

valid.  All concerned authorities 

and the general public to please 

DOMCHAK FLORENCE
I, formerly known as BAPBUT 

MANBYEN NANPKAK, now wish to 

be known and addressed as NAPBUT 

NANGUN NIMFAT.  Correct date of 

birth is 14/07/2002. All former 

documents remain val id.  A l l  

concerned authorities and the general 

public should please take note.

NAPBUT









A homeowner has been criticised on 
Reddit for calling law enforcement on 
their neighbours, who let their pet dog go 
to the bathroom on their own patio, with 
people angrily agreeing it's a 'waste of 
police resources'

A homeowner has been slammed online 
for "wasting police time" after calling law 
enforcement on their neighbour's dog 
who goes to the toilet outside.

Taking to Reddit, the person started a 
thread explaining that the couple next-
door often let their dog go to the 
bathroom on the patio.

They wrote: "I have some neighbours, a 
young couple around their 20s. They've 
lived in the apartment next to mine for 
two years. They have a dog. A small one.

"I've always noticed them taking the 
dog on walks but for the past two 
months, I just see them putting some 
pads on their patio and letting the dog 
s**t and pee there.

"I've made complaints to them multiple 
times, I've called them lazy and told 
them to give up the dog if they can't care 
for it properly."

When confronted, the couple defended 
themselves, explaining that they clean 
up after their dog at least twice a day and 
walk it every night.

"The girl also said its none of my 
business on why she and her boyfriend 
don't take the dog out on walks and they 
don't have to answer to me," wrote the 
user.

"The next morning I called the police on 
them. Authorities came and inspected 

and said that no laws are broken as long 
as the area is getting cleaned up daily."

When the person spoke to police, they 
were told that the "couple has their 
reasons" and it's not the neighbour's 
business to know.

Other members of the community 
explained to the homeowner that the 
couple are expecting a baby and the 
boyfriend takes the dog out late at night 
whilst his girlfriend is on bedrest.

"Everyone in the building is now hostile 
against me," the user finished.

Reddit users were quick to respond and 
slate the person for thinking it's 
acceptable to call the police.

"I can't even imagine why anyone 
would think this was not OK, let alone a 
police matter," someone said.

"You just made a building full of 
enemies all because you are nosy and 
intrusive," another person commented.

One Redditor simply said: "You're a 
neighbour from hell", whilst a second 
wrote: "What an absolute waste of police 
resources."

Many people defended the pregnant 
woman and suggested they apologise to 
the couple.

"There are many reasons why people 
can't walk their dog. The dog may have 
an injury that's healing, it may have 
developed arthritis and can't walk as 
much or as long without pain, or a slew of 
other reasons that are none of your 
business," a person slated.

Source: The Mirror
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Odd World

this year. The indices are clear, this Christmas 
may still not be well celebrated particularly by 
the common man in Nigeria. Today, things are 
hard and the means of human survival is 
diminishing by the day. It takes extra energy to 
secure three square meals a day not to talk of 
paying the school fees of our children.

Just last week, a friend confided in me that if 
care is not taken, many people may face the 
same traumatizing challenges as was the case 
last year. As it is, insufficient fuel supply has 
started roaring its ugly head in the country. Most 
filling stations cannot dispense fuel and visible 
the long queues have returned. Though isolated 
cases of kidnappings and other acts of 
criminality have been recorded, citizens are still 
visibly shaken that our government needs to do 
more to proactively protect Nigerians from 
falling pray to such dastard acts.

The scarcity of relevant and essential 
commodities in the likes of petrol is already 
affecting the transport industry including the 
prices of other commodities as this  year's 
Christmas celebrations approaches. This 
equally means that many individuals will still be  
forced to cut down their budget for the 
celebrations.

For the wise however, Christmas celebrations 
may not all be about such unnecessary 
travelling, excessive spending, show-off and or 
our women and children making unnecessary 
demands which cannot be met by their 
breadwinners. To be modest, we must first of all 
appreciate God for making it possible for us to 
witness this year's celebrations alive and in 
good health.

A few months ago, I had no  premonition that 
my father would pass on to the great beyond 
and had included him in my Christmas plans for 
this year. After recording a little economic 
breakthrough, I had promised him that this 
year's Christmas celebrations would be much 
better than those of yester years. 

Sad enough, in July this year, my father went 
to be with our Lord Jesus Christ leaving me in a 
terrible condition arriving at unexplainable 
conclusions till date. But it is quite  apparent 
that my Christmas plans  would have to change 
completely. As I look forward to this year's 
celebrations, I will definitely miss my father who 
was all there for us during our moments of trials. 

In the midst of these strong emotions, I hope 
not to allow my father's passing overwhelmed 
and or overshadow the significance of this 
year's celebrations. As it is however, we all must 
be comforted as a result of the situations we 
have found ourselves in. As I write, I am aware 
of the fact that I may not be the only one 
grieving and or the only one worried about the 
unpleasant problems confronting this country.

It's like Nigeria, the giant of Africa has lost its 
bearing and is heading to only God knows 
where. Aside the biting realities of economic our 
crunch, inflation and epileptic power supply 
have crippled both the small and medium scale 
entrepreneurship in the country.

Knowing too well that the month of January 
usua l l y  comes  w i th  i t s  own huge  
responsibilities, citizens are already aware that 
the coming month after Christmas would be 
quite challenging. This is to say that obviously, 
more trouble is on the way.

Be this as it may however, the present 
temporary hiccups will not take away the smile 
of Christmas on our faces this year. I still with 
great optimism remain on the strong side of life 
that even these difficult and unpleasant 
situations shall pass away when the time 
comes.

Therefore, that we have found ourselves in the 
middle of disappointments, self-inflicted pains 
and sorrow does not mean that we have 
automatically signed a death warrant. Far from 
it, I so much believe in the African adage that 
says, tough people last longer than tough 
situations even as God has assured us that He 
knows the plans He has for  us which is to bring 
us all to a comfortable expected end through 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. We will therefore 
dance more than ever before to the glory of our 
redeemer during this Christmas celebrations in 
the midst of our troubles and difficulties as 
believers  whose God has not and will never 
forget to protect, care, provide  and do us good.

IN a few days  time, the entire world will be 
enveloped in another massive merriment 
but it's on the contrary  going to be quite a 
bleak one in Nigeria. It seems to be a bleak 
Christmas more so because many people in 
the country are already overwhelmed by 
cutthroat transportation costs and 
worrisome security challenges bedeviling 
us. Christmas is an epoch making event 

thwhich is celebrated every December 25   to 
commemorate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, son of God and savour of the entire 
globe. It is a time when Christians check 
their lifestyle and take stoke of activities of 
the outgoing year and reflecting on God's 
salvation for humanity by bringing liberty to 
all those who have faith in Him. 

For the faithful,; Christmas is a 
remarkable festival primarily observed on 

thDecember 25  as a unique religious 
celebration. It is also regarded as an event 
celebrated with all sense of responsibility 
and spiritual uprightness through the mercy 
of God.

For many, it is an event worth celebrating 
thus preparations starts even before this 
designated day for the religious ritual. 
Though the origin of Christmas celebrations 
dates back to ancient times, its significance 
lingers on the belief that the birth of Christ is 
a source of light, hope and salvation to 
many lost souls.

This is further mentioned in the scriptures 
particularly in Mathew 1:23 that 'Behold, a 
virgin shall be with child and shall bring 
forth a son and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel which being interpreted is God 
with us.' Therefore, Christ is regarded as 
God's free gift to the world  to reconcile man 
to His creator. 

Jesus, the son of God came into this world 
to give man a second chance. For all who 
believe, they automatically became the 
children of the Lord all Mighty. The coming 
of Christ is worth celebrating considering 
the fact that we were once in darkness on a 
broad path to perish but he came to make 
life worth living for those who accepted him.  

In Nigeria, Christmas celebrations is held 
with all the seriousness it deserves as 
elsewhere in the world owning to the energy 
put in anticipation of this celebrations. For 
some citizens of this country, preparations 
for Christmas starts from January of each 
year. Therefore, whether one usually  
observes financial disciple and or other 
means of self-restrain, some people think 
that if one intents to celebrate this joyful 
event, it must take a long time of planning. 
For others, Christmas is all about wearing 
new clothes and drinking irresponsibly 
which has continued to created problems 
both before, during and after the 
celebrations. We however are aware that 
the ceremony is far beyond these kind of 
negative meaningless lifestyle. 

If for nothing else, people are always 
encouraged to spend wisely  as the month 
of January always come with many bills to 
pay. This month is usually a dry one which 
makes unwise and extravagant people 
during Christmas celebrations  pay through 
the hard and only way.

For many whose memories have not failed 
them, Christmas celebrations of  last year 
was not glamourously done following our 
Federal Government's  unthinkable, 
unthoughtful and premature decision to 
implement the cashless polity without 
palliatives to cushion both foreseeable and 
unforeseeable hiccups. Though many 
economists attempted to explain that the 
policy was a good one but ill-timed, this 
development brought untold hardship and 
trauma to many vulnerable members of our 
society. As the  situation turned out for the 
worse; many citizens had to cut down 
significantly their budget with many others  
not travelling to see their loved ones.

Despite the unspeakable suffering of last 
year which perhaps is partially  gone with 
the wind, we are neck deep in preparations 
for this year's Christmas and it seems  there 
is little hope for a much better celebration 

Neighbour slammed for calling 
police about dog pooing outside

It's a bleak Christmas in Nigeria 



BUTTER and honey shall he eat 
that he may know to refuse the 
evil and choose the good. For 
before the child shall know to 
refuse the evil and choose the 
good. The land that thou 
abhorrent shall be forsaken of 
both their kings." 

In Mathew 1:18-23 it further 
explains that "Now the birth of 
Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
when as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost…," thus 
fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy on the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

Therefore, during such an 
important occasion, Christian 
faithful all over the world gather 
wherever they find themselves to 
reflect on this good thing God did 
for the salvation of humanity 
despite our shortcomings as 
human beings. Before the 
celebration of the Christmas Day 
proper, the christian faithful also 
gather to hold carols intended to 
resonate the spirit of the  
anticipated main event to the 
glory of God.

It was in accordance with the 
lucrative Biblical philosophy of 
Christmas that the Karl Kumm 
University located in Vom, Jos 
South Local Government Area of 
Plateau State organised a 
Christmas Carol which provided 
an ample opportunity for the Vice 
Chancellor of the university, Prof 
N a n v e n  A u d u  G a m b o ,  
management, staff and students 
of the institution to fraternise and 
significantly acknowledge the 
great gift of God to believers in 
Christ and humanity by providing 
his son to die for our sins.

The carol which was held at the 
school's faculty was not surprising 
considering the fact that as a faith 
based institution, which has a 
sound vision and mission of 
ensuring the production of God 
fearing leaders who would in the 
nearest future contribute to the 
development of the nation had 
thought of doing so right from the 
start. According to the organizers, 
though this was the first carol of 
nine lessons hosted by the 
institution, it was quite imperative 
towards reshaping the students 
for the task ahead. The carol was 

also held to appreciate the 
special gift of God for the 
betterment and salvation of 
humanity.

Speaking during the ceremony, 
the Vice Chancellor of the 
University, Prof Nanven Audu 
Gambo called on all to appreciate 
the birth of Jesus Christ and the 
reason for the season adding that 
as Christians, all must imbibe the 
righteous life of our saviour Jesus 
Christ for the advancement of the 
citizens of the nation.

The Vice Chancellor noted that 
the  management  o f  the  
institution thought it wise to 
support the Christmas carol so as 
to encourage the staff and 
students live a Christ-like 
lifestyle and help advance 
collective integration of the 
University community for the 
betterment of the institution and 
the nation at large.

Prof Gambo adviced the 
students of the institution not to 
mingle with miscreants during 
the holidays but dedicate 
themselves to their study even 
as they are anticipating their 
exams immediately after the 
yuletide.

T h e  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  
encouraged students to always 
ensure that they read their books 
to enable them record success 

d u r i n g  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  
examinations and equally stand 
tall among their peers.

He noted that the desire of the 
institution remains resolute 
towards guiding the students to 
becoming credible leaders and 
become good ambassadors of 
the school after their graduation 
adding that to this end, a 
conducive environment has been 
created to enable students read 
and prepare for their  academic 
pursuits in life.

P r o f  G a m b o  w h o  a l s o  
acknowledged the immense 
contributions of the organisers of 
the caro l  promised that  
management of the university 
will ensure that next year's 
programme supersedes that of 
this year noting that by next year, 
we shall improve the standard of 
the carol much better and 
fascinating for all to see.

Earlier in his exaltation, the 
Acting Chaplain of Karl Kumm 
University, Rev John Duwam who 
took his text from the book of 
Matthew 2:1-2 explained that 
Christ's birth was a significant 
breakthrough for mankind as 
salvation was made available to 
h u m a n i t y  t h r o u g h  h i s  
remarkable and tremendous 
sacrifice.

The clergy said everything and 

every authority is under the 
shoulders of our redeemer who is 
our coming king adding that "this 
is why Jesus is continuously 
celebrated all over the world.

Rev Duwam noted the great 
sacrifice both the committee 
members and students of the 
inst i tut ion made towards 
ensuring that the programme 
records a huge success.

He urged the students and 
Christians to always understand 
the fundamental meaning of 
Christmas and it's gains to 
humanity.

The clergy also adviced 
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  
worshipping God in Spirit and 
truth which is the only way out of 
the present problems facing the 
citizens of Nigeria.

Though the event was the first 
to be held, the act iv ity 
passionately resonated the need 
for all to come together in unity 
for the progress of the one 
another in the school and 
elsewhere. Many students were 
also encouraged to reconcile 
themselves to Christ who is the 
only door opener for their 
academic success.

The clergy admonished the 
students urging them to work 
hard knowing too well that the 
best way to celebrate Christmas 

is to appreciate the gift of God 
through Christ Jesus who came 
to salvage humanity from 
bondage, suffering and captivity 
and transforming mankind to be 
blameless before the throne of 
grace 

So far, Karl Kumm University 
has every reason to thank God 
for the great things he is doing 
for the institution. Since the 
coming to be of both staff and 
students to the University, the 
institution has continued to 
recorded incredible minding 
b lowing successes.  Th is  
development culminated with 
the Matriculation of the first set 
of the students some weeks ago. 
In the aftermath of the 
Matriculation ceremony, many 
stakeholders have opined that 
the is great prospect for the 
institution.

As the students continue to 
s tudy  unde r  a  f r i end l y  
atmosphere, efforts are been 
done to seek for synergy with 
other stakeholders towards the 
advancement of excellent 
educat iona l  s tandard o f  
international standard.  To 
further guarantee success, the 
management employed credible 
and experienced staff who are 
working tiredlessly towards 
helping the university achieve 
it's set objectives in no distance 
time.    

Beyond this, efforts are also 
been made to instill the fear of 
God and need for better 
understanding of contemporary 
issues which garrantees good 
governance and transparent 
leadership for positive and 
impactful generational change.     

Be that as it may however, the 

management still feels that all 

would be put in place to ensure a 

much better Christmas Carol 

next year. For this year's carol 

however, it will surely continue 

to linger in the memory of both 

the students and staff for years 

to come should Christ tarry.
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thEach year and to be more precise on December 25 , Christmas is celebrated by the Christian faithful to commemorate the birth of our saviour and Lord, Jesus 
Christ the world over. The significance of the celebration of Christmas cannot be overemphasized owing to the fact that the birth of Christ bought salvation 
to the entire mankind. It is a historic religious tradition which gives hope to the hopeless, creates sound mind for the heartbroken with great assurances for 
a prospective future. The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ is no doubt one of the heartbeats of our salvation. This is certainly not far-fetched as in the book of 
Isaiah 7:14, the Holy Scripture revealed that "Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call 
him Emmanuel. Writes BULUS GAMBO.

Karl Kumm varsity's Christmas Carol to remember
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S the entire country 
anxiously waits for the Alandmark and potentially 

epochal verdicts of Nigeria's 
Supreme Court on the Kano, 
Zamfara and Plateau states 
gubernatorial elections, this is the 
big question on the lips of most 
Nigerians: Can Nigeria's top court 
yet redeem the image of Nigeria's 
judiciary?

This time around, the judiciary is 
in the dock. This grim milestone is 
set to further test its integrity in a 
way that will determine its place in 
the country's jurisprudence and in 
our larger democratic space. 

This is because, all over the 
country, the judgements of some of 
the elections tribunals and the 
subsequent ones at the appellate 
courts have generated considerable 
ill-feelings and controversies. 

But that of Plateau State has 
attracted more attention because of 
the contradictory verdicts the 
tribunals gave on the same matter 
of whether or not the issue of the 
Peoples Democrat ic  Party 's  
possession of a structure should 
form the basis for litigation at all.

Notwithstanding, 11 and 4 PDP 
members in the state and national 
parliaments respectively have been 
sacked by the Appeal Court. The 
negative tremours of this judicial 
earthquake shall continue to be felt 
on the political and many other 
spheres of the lives of the people of 
the state and the country at large for 
a long time to come.

But before judgement day in the 
gubernatorial elections disputes 
presently before the Supreme 
Court, is there anything more to say 
about the issues related to these 
verdicts than what the Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria, SAN, Ebun-Olu 
Adegboruwa, has already said? 

In an article he penned for 
SAHARA REPORTERS (September 
26, 2023), the legal luminary 
lamented, “Increasingly but 
alarmingly, it is gaining ground that 
Nigerians now believe that justice is 
for sale.” 

Whi le  e luc idat ing  on the  
pest i ferous phenomenon of 
'Transactional Justice', which he 
regretted was fast gaining ground in 
the country's judicial eco-system, 
especially in matters relating to 
elections litigations, he rhetorically 
asked if it is indeed possible for 
politicians to purchase justice. He 
also inquired whether there were 
judges that had been earmarked to 
give pre-arranged judgements to 
the sat is fact ion of  certa in 
individuals and finally admitted, “I 
am worried and worried” at the 
frightening prospects. 

This is because, “The ugly side of 
this is that once it is possible to 

influence a judge in a particular 
judicial transaction, then the door 
is open permanently for other 
subsequent inf luences, for 
instance, once you can sway a 
judge to tilt the even scale of 
justice in an election petition, then 
that judge becomes a permanent 
customer even in other regular 
cases, whenever the need arises.”

He appeared to obliquely refer to 
the controversial judgements in 
the Plateau cases that have 
exceedingly vexed and perplexed 
Nigerians and thrown many 
distinguished lawyers into great 
quandary when he submitted: 
“How does it sound that judgement 
is no longer based on law or 
precedent? The law that has 
become totally unpredictable, 
even for the same set of facts… as 
we now have different decisions, 
even of the Supreme Court, in the 
s a m e  s e t  o f  f a c t s  a n d  
circumstances.” 

He argued that even though 
judges can sometimes err because 
they are also human, transactional 

justice must be stoutly resisted 
and publicly shamed by all lovers of 
justice. If not, he warned, we shall 
all “become helpless victims of 
i n j u s t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  w h e n  
judgement is procured by any 
means whatsoever and howsoever, 
it ceases to wear the noble 
garment of justice.”

Going forward, and before that 
looming judgement day, is there 
anything more we can say that will 
surpass the shocking revelations 
the retired Supreme Court juror, 
Hon. Justice Musa Datt i jo 
Muhammadu, made in his 
valedictory speech at the Supreme 
Court on October 22, 2023?  

Having served in the Nigerian 
judicial system for close to five 
decades and in the Supreme Court 
for eleven years (where he rose to 
become the second-in-command), 
we must concede that anything he 
says about it will be no fluke. So it 
must be taken with all the 
seriousness it deserves.

He noted with nostalgia that, 
once upon a time, appointments to 

the bench were strictly based on 
merit, with sound knowledge of the 
law, integrity, honour and hard 
work as the benchmarks for 
elevation. “Lobbying was unheard 
of,” he insisted. 

However, he moaned, “That can 
no longer be said about the 
appointments to the bench 
[today].” Because he strongly 
believes that the judiciary must 
always strive to be distinctly above 
board, “Appointments should not 
be polluted by political, selfish, and 
sectional interests.”

He sadly underscored the 
skepticisms of many Nigerians 
about the calling that had been his 
passion for close to half a century: 
“Public perceptions of the judiciary 
have over the years become 
w i t h e r i n g l y  s c o r n f u l  a n d  
monstrously critical. It has been in 
the public space that court officials 
and judges are easily bribed by 
litigants to obviate delays and or 
obtain favourable judgements.” 

This perfectly rhymes with 
A d e g b o r u w a ' s  n o t i o n  o f  
transactional justice referenced 
above. To support his position, 
Justice Mohammad quoted a fellow 
legal icon, Justice Adefope-Okojie 
JCA, who had likewise raised a red 
flag: 

“Pleas are expressed every day 
by the generality of the public 
begging the judiciary to be just, to 
be truthful; and to save the 
country from collapse…. What is it 
that qualifies any person to bear 
that exalted name 'Honourable 
Justice'?... Unfortunately, it has 
been severely vilified, with the 
Apex Court so denigrated and 
called by a social commentator as 
a voter gaggle of useless, 
purchasable judicial bandits.

“How did the judiciary get to this 
level? Why is the whole country on 
edge for fear of what the public 
regards as unpredictable judicial 
pronouncements?” Again, this 
nicely dovetailed with this 
assertion of Adegboruwa's: “The 
law that has become totally 
unpredictable, even for the same 
set of facts….” 

Finally, Adefope-Okojie appealed 
to the judiciary to do a deep soul-
searching towards retracing its 
steps. Otherwise, there will 
certainly be dire repercussions: “If 
the people we have sworn to 
defend have lost confidence, there 
is a problem that must be 
addressed.”

“Recently,” Justice Mohammad 
proceeded, “fresh allegations have 
been made that children and other 
relatives of serving and retired 
judges and justices are being 
appointed into judicial offices at 
the expense of more qualified 

candidates lacking in such 
privilege and backing.” 

He disclosed that this trend had 
reached such preposterously 
scandalous levels that even the 
concubines of these judges were 
being given undue advantage over 
their more qualified, but less 
'connected', colleagues.

Furthermore, he revealed, “At 
the Court of Appeal, it is also 
asserted, presiding Justices are 
now being appointed out of turn. 
And there is the further issue of the 
unpredictable nature of recent 
decisions of the courts as well.” 
Once more, the nagging problem 
of the uncertainty of court 
judgements, as enunciated by 
both Enogoruwa and Adefope-Ojo, 
rears its ugly head. 

To buttress this fact, Justice 
Mohammed cited the controversial 
cases of Senator Ahamed Lawal, 
the immediate past Senate 
President (whom the country's top 
court affirmed on February 6, 
2023, as the candidate for the Yobe 
North Senatorial District without 
contesting the party primaries), 
and the January 14, 2020, Imo 
State Supreme Court judgement in 
favour of Hope Uzodinma. 

In view of these and other such 
questionable rulings, he pointed 
out that “A number of respected 
senior members of the bar… claim 
that decisions of even the apex 
court have become unpredictable. 
It is difficult to understand how and 
where, by these decisions, the 
judicial pendulum swings. It was 
not so before, they contend.”

In fact, the European Union 
Election Observation Mission in 
Nigeria took serious exception to 
what happened: “The Nigerian 
Supreme Court continues to 
maintain a negative perception 
after reinstating Senator Ahmed 
Lawal, who never participated in 
primaries for the Senate. The high 
court and appeal court judgements 
were against this.”

Chidi Odinkalu, a professor of law 
and human rights activist, also 
picked holes in the two judgements 
and took a swipe at the apex court. 
He said: “What judges cannot do 
does not exist: they can make the 
4th come 1st. And those who 
withdrew from a primary to 
become winners. There is 
breakfast everywhere.

“Something very interesting is 
happening in Nigeria's Supreme 
Court…. A senior Nigerian lawyer 
called me tonight to lament that he 
felt trapped in a 'scene of profound 
judicial hooliganism'. His turn of 
phrase captured the situation in 
cold relief. Sadly, I was unable to 
provide him with much comfort. 
Judges have bastardized election 
season” (SAHARA REPORTERS, 
February 7, 2023). 

Aghast,  Professor Farooq 
Kperogi's biting rebuke dripped 

In view of these and other such 
questionable rulings, he pointed out that 
“A number of respected senior members 
of the bar… claim that decisions of even 
t h e  a p e x  c o u r t  h a v e  b e c o m e  
unpredictable. It is difficult to 
understand how and where, by these 
decisions, the judicial pendulum swings. 
It was not so before, they contend.”
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