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Governor Mutfwang (left) with the Head of Service, Barr. Rauta Dakok during the 
service

Leading Pastor of the Church, Rev. Cletus Gwam (right) presenting the wedding 
certificate to Mr. & Mrs. Mathias Fumbish

Prof. Shedrach Best, Prof. Mrs. Kachollom Best with Mr. James Mannok, onetime 
Director of Press Affairs, Government House, Jos

Guest Preacher, Rev. John Nash (rtd) former COCIN RCC Chairman, Jos delivering 
sermon

Cross section of government functionaries at the Service

Rev. Cletus Gwam (middle) joining Mr. & Mrs. Walle as husband and wife

Leading Pastor, Rev. Cletus Gwam (right) praying for the family of Prof. Best

Prof. and Prof. Mrs. Best, children and relations during the 60th birthday 
Thanksgiving service
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MUTFWANG WITNESSES BESTS’ 60TH BIRTHDAY THANKSGIVING/WEDDING SOLEMNIZATION

Plateau State Governor, Barr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang on Sunday witnessed the 60th Birthday Thanksgiving Service of Prof. Mrs. 
Kachollom Best, wife of Prof. Shedrach Best a Chieftain of the PDP and the solemnization of marriage ceremony at the COCIN RCC 

Jos, Sarkin Mangu Street, Jos
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THIS form of street justice in most cases 
leads to severe bodily harm or death of 
the victim except in situations where a 
rescue team of Policemen or other 
security agencies swiftly arrive at the 
scene of the incident probably through 
credible and timely information to salvage 
the situation.

In Nigeria, so many innocent lives have 
been unjustifiably taken by these 
bloodlust executors of jungle Justice, 
leaving the families and love ones of the 
victims in ineradicable agony and in most 
cases, it is difficult to bring to book the 
perpetrators of the evil act due to the 
inability to identify them, lack of 
cooperation from eye witnesses to reveal 
their identity and massive support of the 
illegality by members of the public and 
deliberate refusal to report such 
despicable incidents to the police or other 
security agencies. 

The law does not justify the killing of 
another person under any guise. The right 
to life is natural and inalienable to all 
human beings, whether unsuspecting or 
suspicious persons.

Almost all constitutions or legal systems 
based on common law have prohibited 
execution of accused persons or suspects 
without the decision and sentence of a 
competent judge, and the UN's 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Right (ICCPR) has declared the 
same: “Every human being has the 
inherent right to life. This life shall be 
protected by law. No man shall be 
deprived of his life arbitrarily.

Article 6.1 and 6.2 of the ICCPR provides 
that, the death penalty of any person can 
only be carried out pursuant to the final 
judgment rendered by a court of a 
competent court. 

It is bothersome that the Wikipedia's 
definition of Jungle Justice factually 
captures Nigeria, a civilized country with 
a strong legal system and human right 
base as a country where Jungle justice 
can be found. Although, no one can 
ascertain how Wikipedia arrived with its 
fact but referring Nigeria as a country with 
Jungle Justice does not portray the 
country in the good light in the eyes of the 
whole world.

In Nigeria, it is a serious offence to 
participate in any mob action either by 
setting a person ablaze or inflicting 
physical injury on the person that could 
cause the death of that person but despite 
the existence of laws prohibiting mob 
action/jungle justice in the country, the 
spate of this street justice is still alarming. 

According to SBM Intelligence, a Lagos-
based think-tank, there have been 391 
mobs killing in Nigeria since 2019. With 
reference to the SBM Intelligence finding, 
there is no doubt that from 2019 to date, 
the number may have astronomically 
increased.  

Sometime in the month of July this year, 
there was a reported incident of jungle 
Justice in River State, Nigeria where one 
Martina Itagbor, a mother of four accused 
of witchcraft was beaten and lynched by 
an angry mob in the Old Ntem community 
of the state.

Similarly, in a report compiled by Nduka 
Orijinmo of BBC News, Port Harcourt, four 
students namely; Llody Toku, Ugonna 
Obuzor, Chiadika Biringa and Tekena 
Elkanah were accused of being thieves. 
The mob gave the accused persons a 
mock trial and found them guilty, they 
were stripped, marched around Aluu 
community of Port Harcourt, brutally 
beaten and set alight as thousands 
watched and filmed the helpless victims.

In  2016,  a  man accused  o f  
homosexuality was beaten to death in 
Ondo State.

On the 25th of September, 2023 some 
hoodlum operating as commercial 
motorcyclists (popularly known as Okada 
riders) along Tudun Wda Ring Road, 
Hwolshe in Jos, Plateau State, 
gruesomely killed one Mr. Fwinbe 
Thomas.

Investigation by grapevine revealed 
that the victim allegedly rubbed an Okada 
rider while driving in a Suzuki Mini Bus 
and drove off. The aggrieved motorcyclist 
alongside his colleagues aggressively 
trailed the victim to an interception point, 
pull him out of the vehicle, called him a 
thief and beat the victim to death using 
hands, stones and sticks.

In a Press Release made available to 
news men by the Plateau State Police 
Public Relations Officer, DSP Alfred Alabo 
in Jos, recently, the Commissioner of 
Police, Plateau Command, CP Okoro Julius 
Alawari, psc condemned the unlawful 
killing of Mr. Thomas and vowed to 
apprehend the perpetrators of the 
dastardly act and present them before the 
law court for prosecution.

The release also read: “Sequel to the 
report of the incident by a credible 
informant on 25/09/2023 at about 
2230hrs, the Police patrol team attached 
to Anglo-Jos Division swiftly rushed to the 
scene of the cruel incident where they 
found the victim lying in the pool of his 
own blood beside a damaged Suzuki Mini 
Bus with Reg. No.: KWK 536 XA, with 
multiple injuries on his head.” This is 
inhuman!

It further stated that the victim is 
suspected to be maliciously beaten to 
death by some hoodlums, suspected to be 
commercial motorcycl ists whose 
commercial operation in Jos and Bukuru 
metropolis is prohibited.

Base on the above assertion, the Okada 
riders who took the life of the innocent 

young man in Jos, the State Capital are 
contraveners of the Plateau State 
Commercial Motorcycle Prohibition Law 
2010.

Something cheering about the killing of 
Mr. Fwinbe Thomas is that the Plateau 
State Command has arrested one of the 
perpetrators who is current assisting the 
Command in its investigation.

In a related development, distressed 
calls were put through by concerned 
Plateau residents to Rantya Police 
Divisional Headquarters that a tricycle 
thief was surrounded and attacked by 
angry mob at Dadin-Kowa, Jos. The DPO 
of the Division, SP Ayuba A. Iliya 
immediately mobilized his men to the 
scene, rescued the suspect and recovered 
the alleged stolen tricycle to his division. 
If not for the timely information by 
members of the public and prompt 
response of the Police, no one would have 
ascertained the fate of this suspect and 
the statistics of Jungle Justice in the 
country would have possibly been added 
by one.   

These barbarous acts are just a few 
among other Jungle justices that have 
been  carried out in different part of the 
country in recent times .   

Effort should be intensified to tackle the 
menace of mob Justice in Nigeria by 
restoring confidence in the legal system 
of the country, discouraging the evil 
practice, providing timely information 
about intending mob action to the Police, 
and bringing perpetrator to justice.

Section 33(1) of the Nigerian 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria 1999(as amended) provides that; 
”Every person has a right to life and no 
one shall be deprived intentionally of his 
life, save in execution of the sentence of a 
court in respect of a criminal offence of 
which he has been found guilty in Nigeria”

According to Section 315 of the Criminal 
code Act, “Any person who unlawfully kills 
another is guilty of an offence called 

murder or manslaughter, according to the 
circumstances of the case.”

Section 220 of the Penal Code states 
that, “whoever causes death: 

By doing an act with the intention of 
causing death or bodily injury as is likely 
to cause death commits the offence of 
Culpable Homicide. 

Section 8 (1) of Administration of 
Criminal and Justice Act (2015) also 
states that,

“A suspect shall:
Be accorded humane treatment, having 

regards to his right to dignity of his 
person;

Not be subjected to any form of torture, 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment”

Section 2(1) of the Violence against 
Persons Act says,

“a person who willfully causes or inflicts 
physical injury on another person by 
means of any weapon, substance or 
object, commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction to a term of imprisonment 
not exceeding five years or a fine not 
exceeding N100,000.00 or both”

In 2021, a bill seeking to protect persons 
against mob action was introduced by 
Hon. Emeka Martins Chinedu, member of 
the  House  o f  Represen ta t i ves  
representing Ahiazu-Ezinihitte Mbaise 
Federal Constituency of Imo State but the 
bill was criticized and misinterpreted to 
mean a bill seeking to jail protesters by 
some Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). 
But in the true sense of it, what has a bill 
seeking to criminalize Jungle Justice got 
to do with protesters?

However, everybody is entitled to their 
individual opinion but frankly speaking; 
Jungle Justice is evil act against morality 
that should be condemned by all.

SERGEANT RAYMOND AYUBA is 

attached to Plateau State Police 

Public Relations Department and can 

b e  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h :  

successclergy@gmail.com.
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Jungle Justice or mob justice according to Wikipedia is “a form of public extrajudicial killings which can be found in Nigeria and Cameroon 
where an alleged criminal is publicly humiliated, beaten and summarily executed by vigilantes or an angry mob. Writes RAYMOND AYUBA.

Jungle justice and the side of law

Ariwoola Egbetoku
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Mrs. Rita Kachollom Pam, Acting General Manager, PRTVC, (left) Barr.  
Mrs. Helen Mutfwang, First Lady being welcomed

Barr. Helen Mutfwang, wife of the Governor (middle), performing the 
Tree Lightning, while wives of top government functionaries watches

From left, Barr. Olivia Dazyam, Executive Chairman, Gender and Equal 
Opportunities Commission, Hon. Caroline Pangjiang, Commissioner for 
Women Affairs and Barr. Rauta Dakok, HoS

Left, HRH Paul Tadi Jok, Gwom Rwey Heipang, representing Gbong Gwom 
Jos with HRH Yakubu C. Atar Aten, Ganawuri

From left, Mr. Aliyu T. Samuel, Permanent Secretary, Information , Pastor 
Dunka Gomwalk, PFN Chairman and Rev. Fr. Gabriel Dung

Bazata International Gospel Team Ministering in songs at the annual 
celebration

Cross section of dignitaries present at the occasionCross section of Directors of PRTVC at the ceremony

2023 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

The annual 2023, Plateau Radio Television Corporation (PRTVC) Tree Lighting took place at the Rayfield office of the Corporation, Theme: Love 
Peace and Unity, flagged-off by the First Lady, Barr. Mrs. Helen Mutfwang
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A mum has shared harrowing pictures 
of her 2-year-old son in a hospital bed 
after he was allegedly beaten by an 
unlicensed care worker who had been 
drinking.

Stefanie Reichert left her child Giovanni 
with McKinley Slone Hernandez, 25, at 
her house on September 1. However, just 
hours later, her son was left with horrific 
injuries to his skull and body.

The mum claims she was told by the 
suspect to rush to the nearby hospital 
after Giovanni had gone lifeless in the 
bath. "I received a text message from the 
suspect saying I needed to rush to St. 
Anthony's Hospital because my son had 
gone lifeless after a bath," Stefanie said.

"Once I saw him and all the 50 doctors 
standing around him, I had to leave the 
room because it was the worst thing I've 
ever seen in my life."

The two-year-old had been airlifted to 
hospital after medics revealed he needed 
an emergency operation for a bleed on 
the brain that required part of his skin to 
be removed. Giovani was intubated and 
placed into an induced coma and needed 
more life-saving operations since. His 
eventual prognosis is still unclear, 
according to doctors.

"We had a rough Thanksgiving this year 
to say the least!" his mother wrote on the 
child's GoFundMe page. "He had more 
surgery on Thursday and is still suffering 
from a fever, pain and discomfort", she 
added.

"He's pretty swollen and his right eye is 
swollen shut," she wrote. "He slept most 
of the day and I'm hoping for a better day 
tomorrow." The distraught mum, who 
considered the care worker a "friend" still 

has no idea how her son came within an 
inch of his life.

'She won't admit to anything,' Stefaine, 
from Lakewood Colorado, Us, told 
kdvr.com. "All she's said is she was 
drinking, and he got hurt in her care. I 
make up scenarios in my head all the 
time for the injuries he sustained, so I 
wish I knew."

After spending months in hospital with 
her son, the mum revealed he doesn't let 
anybody touch him. "He doesn't like 
strangers. Now he doesn't like the nurses 
and the doctors. He doesn't let anybody 
touch him. We have to do everything for 
them in there.’

Giovanna was described by Stefaine as 
a previously "happy, healthy, energetic 
two-year-old". The GoFundMe page, 
which has raised over $23,000, added: 
"As you can imagine, his parents Anthony 
and Stefanie are completely distraught. 
We don't want this sweet family to have 
to worry about anything other than 
getting their baby boy healthy again.

"Giovanna you are so resilient and so 
strong, keep fighting baby boy. We love 
you so much!”

On Thursday, police confirmed a 
warrant was issued for Hernedez's arrest 
on felony child abuse charges. She 
handed herself into Lakewood Police on 
Thursday evening.

The mum added: "I feel so relieved, but 
I also feel like she should be charged with 
more.

“I feel like it's attempted murder, she 
almost killed my child. You never would 
think it would happen to you, especially 
by someone who you consider a friend.”
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Odd World

communities across the nation. While 

the Federal Government meant well 

for it's citizens, some unpatriotic 

elements saw this as an opportunity 

to enrich themselves through massive 

acts of personal aggrandizement. 
Consequen t l y,  wh i l e  many  

healthcare and medical personnel put 

their lives in danger to save Nigerians 

from this calamity, these individuals' 

aim was to milk the country and enrich 

themselves to the detriment of 

several innocent citizens of the nation. 

Thus, yours sincerely is not surprised 

today that such humongous among of 

resources went into private pockets.
This has further confirmed credible 

submissions by stakeholders that it 

would take the nation great efforts to 

overcome allegations    of massive 

corruption which has overwhelmingly 

affected this country and dented it's 

image in global comity of nations. As it 

is today, statistics indicates that there 

has been no change in the country 

scoring between 2021 and 2022. In 

the country comparison for the 2022 

CPI, Nigeria ranks 150 out of 180 

countries compared to 154 on the 

2021 CPI results,” CISLAC's Executive 

Director, Auwal Musa, said in a 

statement announcing the new 

ranking in January 2023.
Basically, it specifically confirms the 

fact that inspite the dangers of 

corruption and it's negative impact in 

c r i pp l i ng  ou r  na t i on ,  many  

un s c r upu l ou s  e l emen t s  a r e  

unperturbed about the dangerous 

grounds Nigeria has found itself in.
This equally connotes the really of 

the fact that, top government officials 

in the nation have not learnt any bitter 

lessons following the convictions 

successfully recorded by the 

Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission,(EFCC) in the past few 

years.
Now that the Public Accounts 

Committee is smelling rat in the 

capboard, it must be encouraged to do 

the needful by sanitizing all these 

government agencies for the good of 

the land. If wishes were horses, many 

of us will not mind a situation where a 

public investigation and trial is held for 

all these public officers involved to 

serve as a detterant to many others 

who are thinking of venturing into 

such unpatriotic acts in the future.
Let it be known to all citizens of this 

nation that Nigeria our beloved nation 

cannot advance in it's quest for 

holistic development and national 

integration if such neferious acts of 

crippling our entire system is 

tolerated. A word people usually say is 

enough for the wise.

THE Public Accounts Committee of 

the House of Representatives recently 

commenced a full-scale probe into the 

alleged mismanagement of the Covid 

19 intervention funds provided them 

by former President Mohammad 

Buhari.  Before commencement of the 

probe, the committee so concerned 

about this sad and unbelievable 

development had during a plenary 

session also “warned that it would not 

tolerate delay tactics from ministries, 

departments and agencies” the usual 

tradition in Nigeria during scheduled 

probe proceedings.
As it is; the committee would be 

probing over 60 MDAs on allegations 

of mismanaging several billions of 

naira allocated as intervention funds 

and eventually provided them during 

the said pandemic.  Amongst the 

organisations expected to appear 

before the committee includes 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University 

Teaching Hospital, Bauchi, Federal 

Ministry of Digital Economy, Federal 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

Security, Federal Ministry of Water 

Resources and the Federal Road 

Maintenance Agency among others. 

During President Muhammad Buhari's 

tenure, several allegations also 

emerged of mismanagement and 

misappropriation of funds allocated 

for anticipated visible development of 

strategic projects in the nooks and 

crannies of the nation. Though the 

then leadership was said to have 

fought corruption, many high ranking 

government officials were able to beat 

hurdles established to refrain them 

from indulgening themselves in this 

huge economic sabotage.
In between 2019 and 2020, the 

Covid 19 pandemic roared its ugly 

head in most developing nations of 

the world adding to the woes and 

calamity of these nation states. 

Though this pandemic overran several 

developing nations, vulnerable 

African countries had a hit by which 

led to the crippling of the economy of 

affected states in this continent.
Concerned about the proliferation of 

t he  pandem i c ,  t he  Fede ra l  

Government was persuaded to take 

tangible proactive measures towards 

mitigating the surge in the country. 

Aside unprecedented sensitization 

campaigns, the government also 

expended billions of naira aimed at 

ensuring that Nigerians do not come 

down with this disease.
In like manner, many governmental 

and concerned organizations were 

mobilised to help the Federal 

Government in curbing the spread of 

the pandemic to  vu lnerab le  

Culled from The Mirror

Covid 19 funds mismanagement 
probe on track

‘Badly beaten by 
unlicensed drunk nanny'



THE vision of establishing this 
great faith based university 
started years back when it 
became necessary that it was high 
time the Church of Christ in 
Nations, (COCIN) put in place 
such a magnificent institution 
which will aim at producing 
credible and God fearing leaders 
to help transform this country for 
the betterment of all its citizenry 
in the nearest future. More 
precisely, it is anticipated that 
upon graduation, students of this 
institution would make positive 
impact wherever they find 
themselves around the world.

That was the more reason why 
before the establishment of the 
university, many measures were 
taken in consistence with the 
laudable dreams of founding 
fathers of the mission. Therefore, 
the matriculation ceremony 
opened up another chapter in the 
quest by the university towards 
consolidating on the great 
achievements so far recorded.

Right from the start, the vision of 
this faith-based university was 
and still is to be a center of 
excellence in scholarly learning 
and training producing graduates 
w h o  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  
knowledgeable in the workings 
and forces of nature, the course 
and development of mankind and 
his environment and can apply 
scientific thoughts to design and 
implement solutions to societal 
problems. The mission of the 
university is to produce highly 
skilled graduates in their areas of 
specialisation with impeccable 
character who would contribute 
positively to the development of 
the nation and mankind. 

In his goodwill message during 
the matriculation ceremony, the 
President of the Church of Christ in 
Nations, (COCIN), Dr. Rev Amos 
Mohzo noted that “it is with 
immense pride and profound 
gratitude that I stand before you 
on behalf of the Church of Christ in 
Nations(COCIN) to witness the 
historic and maiden matriculation 
ce remony  o f  Ka r l  Kumm 
University.  This momentous 
occasion marks the culmination of 
a long and challenging journey, 
one that began with a vision for a 
Christ-cantered university and 
has now transformed into a 
beacon of academic excellence, 
our collective success.”

According to him, “the genesis of 
Karl Kumm University can be 
traced back to the visionary minds 
of Rev. Dr Alexander Lar and his 
m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m ,  w h o  
recognised the need for COCIN to 
establish its own university. This 
vision was further championed by 
Prof. Ezekiel Gaya Best who 
presented a compelling proposal 
that convinced the leadership of 
COCIN to embark on this 
ambitious endeavour.”

The COCIN President disclosed 
that “the establishment of Karl 
Kumm University was driven by 
COCIN's firm commitment to 
Christ-centered education. The 
church envisioned a tertiary 
institution that would provide 
quality education, instil Christian 

values and foster spiritual growth 
in its students.”

Dr Mohzo emphasized that” I 
am confident that Karl Kumm 
University will continue to 
flourish as a beacon of academic 
excellence nurturing future 
leaders who will continue to 
make a positive impact on 
society and embody the values of 
Christ-centered education.”

Also contributing, the Chairman 
Board of Trustees, Karl Kumm 
University, Prof Suleiman Bogoro 
expressed gratitude to God for 
such a wonderful day in the 
history of the institution adding 
that though the institution went 
through a lot of problems, to the 
glory of God, it was able to 
survive.

Prof Bogoro then acknowledged 
the resilient disposition of all 
those who contributed towards 
the establishment of the 
university declaring that it has 
great years ahead in terms of 
ensuring the production of 
quality students who will 
favourably contest who their 
contemporaries the world over.

In his speech, the Pro-
Chancellor of Karl Kumm 
University, Prof Ochapa Onazi 
attributed the success so far 
recorded in the institution to 
hard-work,  sacr i f i ce  and 
ded i ca t i on  by  a l l  t hose  
s h o u l d e r e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility of doing the 
needful amidst circumstances 
which they found themselves in.

While praising the COCIN 
President, Vice Chancellor of the 
university including other critical 
stakeholders, the Pro Chancellor 
also acknowledged the entire 
staff for their significant 
commitment to their various 
obligations in the institution.

Speaking during the ceremony, 
the Vice Chancellor, Karl Kumm 
University, Prof Nanven Audu 
Gambo disclosed that “Today is 
indeed a watershed in the Karl 
Kumm Univers i ty project  
carefully and strategically 
conceived and implemented by 
the Church of Christ in Nations 
(COCIN). Today marks a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s     
faithfulness as the university is 
by the grace of God matriculating 
its pioneer set of students 
thereby marking the end of 
admission for the 2023/2024 
academic session. May I thank 
generously the Registrar of the 
J o i n t  A d m i s s i o n  a n d  
Matriculations Board (JAMB), 
who is ably represented here for 
the  robus t  suppor t  and  
cooperation we enjoyed while the 
admission exercise lasted. Let 
me also appreciate the immense 
support the university has 
enjoyed and is still enjoying from 
the Nat ional  Univers i t ies 
Commiss ion,  (NUC).  The 
immediate past Executive 
Secretary of NUC, Prof Rasheed 
Abubakar MFR deserves special 
recognition and appreciation for 
his incredible support to the 

university and will be honoured 
in due course. The current Acting 
Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, Chief Ambassador 
Chris Maiyaki also deserves 
special recognition for the 
passionate commitment towards 
the solid establishment of Karl 
Kumm University. ''

A c co r d i ng  t o  t h e  V i c e  
Chancellor, '' We are witnessing 
today, the former enrolment of 
61 young, enthusiastic and 
promising set of pioneer students 
into the Karl Kumm University to 
pursue their various academic 
goals and aspirations. Permit me 
to heartily congratulate these 
pioneer students on their mission 
to study in Karl Kumm University. 
All of you were critically and 
carefully screened and found 
suitable for admission into your 
p r e f e r r e d  a c a d e m i c  
programmes. It may interest the 
audience to note that the 
university is taking off with 14 
cutting edge programmes 
s t r u c t u r e d  i n t o  e i g h t  
Departments and domiciled in 
two Faculties (Arts, Management 
and Social Sciences and Science 
and Computing).''

''May I use this opportunity to 
acknowledge the abid ing 
commitment of the Proprietor to 
supporting the building of a world 
class Karl Kumm University that 
is the pride of the membership of 
the church worldwide. May I also 
acknowledge the critical roles 
that the BOT and the Governing 

Council are playing in shaping 
the future of the university. I 
must count myself as the 
pioneer Vice Chancellor of this 
great, progressive and evolving 
w o r l d  c l a s s  u n i v e r s i t y  
exceptionally lucky to be guided 
by very experienced and world 
class leaders in the knowledge 
industry. The Chairman of the 
BOT, Prof Suleiman Bogoro, 
OON, is globally acknowledged 
as the apostle of research and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w h e n  h e  
meritoriously held sway at the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund, 
(TETfund) as the Executive 
Secretary. The university is 
privileged to have you as the 
Chairman of the BOT. Prof 
Ochapa Onazi OON, the pioneer 
Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of 

st
the 1  Governing Council of the 
university is yet another giant in 
Nigerian university system 
whose record in the successful 
establishment and nurturing of 
universities is legendary. It is  
great privilege to be mentored 
by such a giant. Prof Hayward 
Mafuyai was my Vice Chancellor 
at the University of Jos and I had 
the rare privilege of working 
closely under him.''

Despite these feats so far 
recorded, many scholars are of 
the opinion that in the next 
coming years, Karl Kumm 
University will stand tall rubing 
s h o u l d e r s  w i t h  o t h e r  
contemporary universities 
which have created a niche for 
themselves.

View Point
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Karl Kumm maiden matriculation, worthy of celebration
Though the Karl Kumm University's maiden matriculation ceremony has come and gone, the memories of such an epoch making event will linger on the 
minds of many for decades to come. This is because, despite the insurmountable hurdles encountered by the institution, it was able to wither the storm to 
achieve this historical feat. Writes BULUS GAMBO.

Prof. Gambo

Prof. Onazi

Prof. Bogoro and Dr. Mohzo

Karl Kumm University students
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any corruptly divert much of 
the available education Mresources to serve personal 

interests. Aghenta (1984) supports 
these observations with the following 
assertion:

The money available is never 
carefully used. The money the 
government votes for running the 
schools … does not get to the schools 
and the little that gets there is 
normally wasted by those whose 
responsibility it is to manage the 
schools.

Since the re-establishment of 
democracy in Nigeria in 1999, the 
state of education has further 
deteriorated. The UNESCO standard 
for education for all nations of the 
world is 26% of the national budget. 
During the era of dictatorship (military 
government) in Nigeria, education 
received as much as 13%. But the 
present democratic government in 
Nigeria has fallen short of this. For 
example, in 2001, it allocated 8% to 
education. In 2004, the Federal 
Government's provision for education 
was a dismal 5.6% of the budget.

The issue of corruption in education 
became more prominent in 2005 
when President Olusegun Obasanjo 
made a broadcast to the nation 
alleging that some members of the 
National Assembly demanded and 
collected N55 million from Professor 
Fabian Osuji (the former Minister of 
Education). The Senate President and 
fi ve other senators were involved in 
the deal. According to President 
Obasanjo the purpose of the bribe was 
to enable the National Assembly to 
approve an enhanced budget for the 
Ministry of Education (Obasanjo 
2005:11). All the facts available show 
that the refusal to accede to such a 
bribery demand meant doom for the 
education sector for the year. It is 
rather unfortunate that senators who 
are senior citizens expectedly 
demanded an inducement before they 
would approve that Nigerian children 
should go to school. Adighije (2005:5) 
confirmed that bribes to the National 
Assembly is a normal practice and that 
every Minister does it. Osuji (2005:1), 
who was involved in the corruption 
scandal, admitted having given N55 
million to the Senate Committee on 
Education but said it was a public 
relations gift and not a bribe. 
According to him, other Ministers do 
the same to have their budgets 
passed in line with their proposals. 
This implied that such practice must 
have been going on over the past six 
years of democracy in Nigeria to the 
d e t r i m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  
development. No doubt these 
unfortunate and corrupt practices 
affect implementation as they occur at 
the various stages of program 
execution. Ejiogu (2005:11) concurs:

The cankerworms of corruption and 
gross mismanagement of resources 
have been blamed for the deplorable 
state of the country's educational 
system. As a result of these two 
factors, the sector has consistently 
witnessed scarcity of resources, to the 
extent that less than 20 percent of 

eligible children of secondary school 
age get enrolled into schools. At the 
tertiary level, only 0.3 percent of 
Nigerian youths who are due for 
enrolment at that level get the 
opportunity to go into higher 
institutions.

Implications for national 
development

Education is an instrument for 
excellence. It librates people from 
poverty and ignorance. Ukeje 
(1966:155) believes that “education 
is for life and for living. It is an 
investment in people which pays 
untold dividends to the society. 
When that investment is not made or 
is made inadequately, the society 
suffers a loss”. Presumably it is in 
recognition of this importance of 
education that the 1999 constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
provided at Section 18 as follows:

(1) Government shall direct its 
policy towards ensuring that there 
are equal and adequate educational 
opportunities at all levels. 

(2) Government shall promote 
science and technology.

(3) Government shall strive to 
eradicate illiteracy; and to this end, 
Government shall as and when 
practicable provide:

(a) free,  compulsory and 
universal primary education

(b) free secondary education
(c) free university education, 

and
(d) free adult literacy programs 

(FRN,  1999:18).
It is in pursuance of this 

constitutional provision that the 
National Policy on Education was 
developed and accepted. Nigeria's 
educational philosophy is also 
anchored on this constitutional 
mandate.

The importance of education to 
national development is no longer in 
doubt. The issue that agitates the 
mind is the effect of poor 
implementation of educational 
policies on the development of 
Nigeria. It was Ake (1988:2) who 
said that “education is the process of 
becoming the best we can be”. With 
the numerous crises in the 
educational system engendered by 
poor policy implementation, it is 
doubtful whether its recipients are 
really becoming the best as 
expected. If not, what is the fate of 

Nigeria?
The euphoria with which Nigerians 

welcomed the National Policy on 
Education has died down and been 
replaced with despondency due to 
non-performance. The National 
Educational Research Council Report 
of the Baguada Seminar of 
September 1980 captured this 
euphoria as expressed in that 
seminar thus:

The introduction of the new system 
of education is deemed crucial to the 
implementation of the philosophy of 
“developmentalism”. It is hoped that 
when fully operational, it will help 
transform the society and launch the 
nation along the developmental 
trajectory that will lead us to a state 
of parity with the advanced world 
(Baguada Report 1980:7).

In the same state of mind, Ukeje 
(1986:8) noted that “the 6-3-3-4 
system is more than a structure. It is 
a new process, a new orientation and 
a new activity, which hopefully will 
lead to new individuals and a new 
and bright future”. The ineffective 
implementation of the various 
programs canvassed by the National 
Policy on Education has relegated 
these hopes and optimism to back-
stage. Nigeria is caught between one 
'ev i l '  ( the  re jec ted  Br i t i sh  
educational system which is still 
unofficially practised) and one 'saint' 
(the accepted American educational 
system which we can neither 
officially nor unofficially practise). 
Consequently, the conservatism of 
the British educational system which 
helped us to maintain our traditional 
values and a healthy society has 
been lost. On the other hand, the 
American system with its potential 
for technological development and 
growth has failed to make any 
difference in our society because we 
have not learned anything.

In the present circumstance, the 
dream of Nigeria to move to a state 
of parity with the advanced world 
appears to be a mirage. Ukeje 
(1986) was full of hope that the new 
system would lead to new individuals 
and a new and bright future. 
Eighteen years later, the system has 
not produced new individuals and 
the future appears more hopeless 
than in 1982 when the policy 
commenced.

If Nigeria continues to hide under 

the umbrella of the National Policy on 
Educat ion conscious of  the 
implementation problems, our 
national aspirations will suffer 
greater impediments. Our national 
development will only rely on 
miracles, if any. The British system of 
education was found inadequate for 
Nigeria's developmental purposes. It 
is also true that the American system 
has failed in Nigeria because of our 
sociological circumstances. We need 
not continue to deceive ourselves 
with a national educational policy 
that has been found unworkable else 
in the future there will be no policy to 
lay hold on.

Recommendations
There is an urgent need for a 

workable educational policy for 
Nigeria. 

It is for this reason that the 
following recommendations are 
advanced.

• The present national educational 
policy should be disbanded on 
account of its non-workability.

• An indigenous system of 
education fashioned after the models 
operated by Asian countries should 
be adopted. Ideas that are alien to 
the cultures of Nigeria should be 
avoided because they are bound to 
fail.

• Education should be removed 
from the sphere of politics. It should 
be made purely a constitutional 
matter, but not as provided by the 
1999 constitution which allows 
escape routes for political leaders. 
When the constitution states that 
"Government shall as and when 
practicable provide free education at 
different levels”, the right to 
education has been denied the 
citizens and political leaders may be 
non-committal as the provision of 
education becomes a discretionary 
matter.

• The entrenchment of education 
as a non-negotiable right of every 
citizen in the constitution would help 
check corruption in that sector. 
Corruption is largely responsible for 
the failure of the National Policy on 
Education and other policies in 
Nigeria.

• Mismanagement of educational 
resources at any level should be 
made a serious offence attracting a 
m i n i m u m  o f  f i  v e  y e a r s '  
imprisonment. This should be 

included in the next constitution of 
Nigeria. It is believed that in the 
presence of corruption no new 
system of education can succeed.

• Nigerian governments and 
leaders should develop the 
necessary political will for education 
to grow.

• Every effort should be made to 
eradicate corruption from all spheres 
of Nigeria's various programs so that 
available resources can be utilised 
for public interest.

From the literature reviewed, we 
c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  
implementation of educational 
policies in Nigeria are constrained by 
the following factors.

• Most educational policies are 
well focused but the planning is often 
defective, making implementation 
diffi cult.

• Resources available for the 
implementat ion o f  a  g iven 
educational policy are often over-
estimated and thereby elicit 
unrealistic expectations that fail to 
materialise.

• Since educational policies are 
usually translated into plans before 
implementation, studies have shown 
that the costs of implementing such 
plans have often been under-
estimated. Most educational policies 
have become stalled at the planning 
stage.

• Reliable data have not been a 
popular feature in planning 
education in Nigeria. This situation 
has not facilitated the effective 
implementation of educational 
plans.

• T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
educational policies is also often 
hindered by the interplay of politics, 
which may sometimes relegate 
reality to obscurity.

• Qualified teachers are not in 
sufficient numbers in the entire 
educational system in Nigeria. 
Studies have already confirmed this 
to be true of the U.B.E. Scheme, as 
well as the secondary education 
program. The tertiary level of 
education, where hundreds of 
students receive lectures hanging 
out of windows and doors and taught 
by one lecturer, is also confirmation.

• Facilities such as classrooms, 
offices, laboratories, workshops, 
libraries, power, water et cetera are 
basic requirements in every school 
system. These have been found to be 
grossly inadequate in most Nigerian 
educational institutions. The 
Academic Staff Union of Universities 
(ASUU) has confirmed this in its 
numerous publications.

• Insufficiency of funds for 
implementing educational policies in 
Nigeria is a problem that has 
r e c u r r e d  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
implementation study that has been 
carried out. The importance of funds 
for carrying out any activity need not 
be over-emphasised.

• Government lacks the political 
will for effective implementation.

• Corruption at all levels hinders 
the implementation of educational 
policies and programs.

“The British system of education was found 

inadequate for Nigeria's developmental 

purposes. It is also true that the American 

system has failed in Nigeria because of our 

sociological circumstances. We need not 

continue to deceive ourselves with a national 

educational policy that has been found 

unworkable else in the future there will be no 

policy to lay hold on”.
N. S. OKOROMA
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