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Gement price 69% higher in
Nigeria than India -reps C'ttee

he Houge of countries. On February 13, the Committes in Abuja, the He sald, "Our findings the Deputy Speaker,
Represantatives Recall that on March  Federal Government and Chairmen, House Sshowed Bat the price of Benjamin  Kalu, assured
Jaoint Commitbes 13, 2024, the House cememnt manufacturers Committes on Salid cement i B3 per cent the manufacturers that the

migher in Migeria than in li ari i n
India, 39 per cent higher public. hesring was not

5 T iy intended 9 witch-Runt
cement Dbatween NF, 000 and address the sdtuatbion, :'.'F.'_Jlﬁzﬂgr]p;?]celnntzﬁlghhéﬂ: them but an awvenue oo

investigating the resolved t Envestigate agresd to pegthe price of Minerals, Gara Gbefw
arbitrary increase in the infessant Increasa in a S0kg bag of cemant said there's & need to
the price of cement In the price of

Nigeria has lamented following the adoption of  NE,000, noting that Im mMest ihan |n Kenya given the profer solutions to the
the cost of the the motion co-sponsored At the public hearing  African  countried, the oeda)ecchangs rate,” challenges  affecting  the
commodity, compared by Gaza Gbefsi [50F, on the subject matter on  price of cement s lewer Cpeaking at the housing secter, pacticularly
to what obtaing in Nasarawa) and Ademosin  yesterday organized by comparedtowhatebtaing puent the Speaker Abbas the high eost of eement

other Africamn KuyelAPC, Lagos) the Howse Jlaint inMigera Tajudeen represented by across the country
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Goverrnor Mutfwang delivering his speech during the commissioning of the Metro Tin City buses yesterday at the premizes of the Govarnment House

Chapel, Rayliald, Jos Pholo: DANLADT DUK
R i t d t 200 h I . M [

N'J feweer than 200 Monday evening, Nga, said three persons 200 houses, a  clinic, "Currently, some viclent attacks and

h o ws 85, following a heawy wiEre also imjured in the classrooms, shops, -affected persons hawe displacement in a more
classrpoms, and a cimndc dawnpourinthe area. incident, and weare flivestock pens. It found refuge in gprecarious situation”
were destrayed in The Publicity receiving treatmant in 2 uprookad tress beaving neighbours’ houses. The "'l'-'.é explained. -
Miango District, Bagsa Secretary of Miango  hospital many peopls stranded  JBMage caused by the The community called
Local Government Area  Youth Development “The heavy rainstorm  white valuables werg Omstormfurther putthe  on the State Emergency

Mignge people whoe have Mamagement Agency
oirr the years suffered [SEMA), thae Mational
Emergency Management

Villagers flee as Plateau Attorney General (500 o
bandits terrorise 10 vows to prosecute PL Secanatiors and wel

meaning indrviduals to as

communities Pl land grabbing reports e

of Plateaw State ot Assaciation, Muhu Biorus slew off roofs of about fost
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Villagers flee as bandits
terrorise 10 communities

Residents of 10
communities In Giwa LGA
of Kaduna State hawve Mid
thelr hoamed due to the
activides of bandits in the
area,

It was learnt that manry
of those affacted,
particularly  wemen and
children, trekked long
digtances to seek refuge in
the main town of Glwa.

Urmar Auwal Bifml, tha
representative of Glwa
West constituency in the
Kaduna State House of
Agsembly, 1old reporiers
Momday that the exocdus
began after the remaval of
a dedicated and alfective
soldler, Serpeant Usman
Hamizu Bagobirl, who
played @ crucial role In
combating the banditry
plaguing the area,

He &aid (e abdence of
Sergeant Bagobiri has
emboidenad the criminaks,
kading te an alarming risa
in thelr halnous activities

gnd subseguent
displacemant of villagers.

Bijimi said the affected
vilages included Gogi,
Angwar Bako, Marge,
Tunburky, Bataro, Kayawa
zrd Yuna,

He appealed to the siate
govemment and milikary
autherites o reinstale
Sergeant Bagobirl and
dealoy more commitbed
gakfiers o continue Ethe
fight again=k the bandits,
thiss ensuring the safety af
inngeent  villagers  and
enabling them o resume
their asgricultural
B thvities

Korau Fatika, a resident,
corraborated 8iimi's
aCoount, stating that the
persistent bandit attacks
hawe instilbed fear In tha
villagers, prompting them
toflee with ther familiés.

He lamemted the recent
wave of abductioms,
particularly amang
wamen, which Farther

cormpelled villegers Lo
abardan thalr homes,
Muhu Lawal Limar the
Districk Hepd of - Fatica,
calied for securdy in the
arga, emphasking the dire

nead for government
Irberverkson.
Samugl Argwan, the

Commissioner for Internal
Security and Homes
Affairs, said relevant
stakehalders, nckiding the
Chalrman of Ghwa L&A,
Afhaji  Abubakar Shehu
Ghwwa, and local leaders,
have been engaged In
discussians with the
mtinistey regarding Secwrity
CONCEMS,

He affirmed that the
maller has Been escalaled
to appropriate authorities,
and concerted effors are
underway ta enhance
Intelbgence gathering and
bolster securifly messores
in the affected
cormminiCies,

Plateau State Governor Mulfwang [assisted by members of the hightabie)
cutting the tape to officially commissian the revampead Tin City metro buses
vesterday at the premises of the Government Howse Chape/

The long awaited Tin
City Urban Trangportation
Metra Buses purchased
by the Plabeau State
Government was
commissioned yesterday
tn  bhegin  ransporting
people within the Jlos-
Bukuru metropallis which
wos  witnzssed by well
wighars oo all walks of
iifa

Perfoeming the function
at the premises of the
Chapel of Grace,
Govarnmant House,

JAMB releases additional 531 results

The Joint Admissions
and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) has
released additional 531
results from the onas it
withheld, taking tha
total number of results
relepsed so far to
1,842 887,

The Board, in a
statement signed by Or,
Fabian Benjamin, its
spakesman; sald in the
course of the exerlsa,
other cases of
examination  misconduct
werg also established 19
rrakie 8 tally of 92 from the
A1 initially discaversd,

He said the board is
proceeding with the

screandng of ower 62,000
withehald results,

“The Board &= also
looking at casezs of
unverified candidates and
wialld s00n came up with
& position,” the statemant
reads.

Whilte citing the case of
an unknowem candidate,
who did nat sit the 2024
UTHME bt climed to have
pbtained =scores,
Banjamin said, "This is
fake, malicious and a
calcudated albempt o
undermine the integrity.of
the Board, The pubiic s
urged to disregard swoh
irrespons|ible
publications.”

"To undemscre the fack
that the publication i
crafted by mischiel
makers. oo paint the Board
in bad light, the
publication, which lewels
such a greviows allegation,
has no  details ol he
candidate for proper
wverification. “He added:
*Tha examination
template of the Board is
designed with the highess
sense of ragpamsibility and
I mot an allocation
platform where scores are
doled out to candidates, It
I= mest unfortunate that
anybady fould even
befieve such narration ar
that the story could even

galn traction glven the
Board's integrity

“This again has pone to
further vindicate the
Board's stance thal
candidates should desist
fram  disclesing  their
cassified details to third
parties.”

He said the sitituds of
these mischief makears
would only propsl the
Board to further tighten
tha process of chacking its
results b6 make L more
personalized and sum
would be stringent when it
should actually be &
s I mple and
straightfonward exercise,

Tin City metro buses
begin operations

| By PETER TITLE

Rayfleld, Governor
HMutfwang explaingd that
the Initiative was the
product of the unwavering
ComMmitImant o Impraving
the lives af e peopls,

decarding b him, the
state government
procured 15 state-of-the-
art MAMN Dlesel buses, a
miove airmed &t mitigeting
the costs of intra-city
ftravel as well as providing
a respite from the daily
franspartation challenges
facing commubears.

Theta Buses Sre [ot
mere vehicles, they Bre
mobile huos of innowation,
eguipped with latest
amenities such as Mear
F | [ 1 d
Cammunication] MFC) and
Secure Card Payment
Systemn, We arg usharing
n an e of digitzed
travel, aligning with global
shift towards cashless
transactions far Lthe
canwvenience af owur
passengers,”  Mutfwang
=kated

He disclosed that the Tin

Plateau Attorney General vows to prosecute land grabbing reports

PMateau State Atbomay
General and
Cammissianer far
Justice, Barrister
Phileman  Awdu  Daffi,
has vawed to implement
any report brought
befare his @ble on land
grabting issues if all
Findings were duly
registered,

He mads this promise
Monday while
responding to questions
from journalisks shortly
after presenting the
ministry's score card at
the on-going ministerial
press briefing organisead
by the Ministry Far
Information and
Communicakion, held at
the conference hall of
the 1.0 Gomwalk

Secretardat, Jos.
He said: "We want o
establish that the

funcilon of the Ministry
of Justice is not (o

Daffi

investigate. It does not
have the constifutional
power to ineesilgate,
buk prosecute,
"Mow, when
investigated reports are

mot bBrought for
prasecution, there is
mathing we can do about
it, But [ want i assure
you that, we are ready
te do what we must do

that 15 warth doing
when proper steps arg
taken.

"o, when wa are
telking about land
orabbing, the Antl-Land
Grabbang Law is already
in pléce and we need
the invastigation Eo
prosecute. 50 1he
possession s not about
thia prosecution  but
investigation so, wea ara
waiting to prosecute

lard  grabbing report
hiead kong."”
Dafti added that

Flateau State would not
allows the prosecution of
its attackers bo be taken
to Abuja, insisting that,
"this is gaing o be the
last time any person
cawght in Plateauw over
the matter of crisis will
be taken to Abuja and
b folerated. We will not
take that anymare!
"Evarybady must be

prosecutsd here on the
Plareau because the
affence was commitbed
in Plabeay S%ate, the
evidence Is in Plateau
Stabe and Ehe viclims
are in Plateau State.

“There 5 ne need bo
take amybody
anywhere. The
prosecution must kaks
place |n Plabeau State.
That 5 our position and
wiEre chamging nathing
about that.”

Other ministries that
presented their score
cards included the
Ministry of Health;
Minizstrey for Water
Besources and Energy;
Ministry for
Envircnment, Climate
Change and Mineral
Development;  Ministry
for Tourism, Culture and
Hospitality, and the
Ministry for Science and
Technology.

|-:I11.I Metra Urban

Transportation Project
Initiative was not only &
franspartation project but
& catalyst for community
development, assuring
that the |§ was expected to
generste between 500 to
1000 Job  opportunities
that would fuet economic
growth and Ffoster
develppment across the
srata,

The Plateay State
Commissioner far
Transport, Davou Gyvang
Jataw, commended the
gowernar for providing the
Duses, noling Ehat it would
keszen the hardships being
faced oy the generality of
the ooulacs in the area of
transpartation,

Ha mevealed that soon,
rallway services would
commence  trensparting
gqoads and services fo
complimented the bus
services, adding that the
state goevernment had
sgned & Memarandum of
Undarstanding [MOLU} with
the Nigerian Rallway
Corporation [MAC) In that
resgard,

Qn his own  part, the
General Manager, Plataau
Exprass Services Limited
[PES), Mr. Samusl Gwot
uded the efforts of the
governor as he had
brought back the
fransportation system that
nad long been forgatten.

He assured that the
buses would be adequately
maitianed so that they
would last lang and
whoever waa found
wanting in the discharge af
their duties would not be
spared.

Good-will messages
came from the lormer
governor  of the stete,
Senator Jonah David Jang,
Chisgf Judge of the state,
Justice Dawvid Mann,
Speaker, House of
Aszembly, B Hon, Gabriel
Dewan, and the Gbong
Gwom Jos, Da Jacob
Gyang Buba,

zovernor Mutfwang later
mwok a ride in one of the
puzas from Rayfisld ba the
Terminus  termingl  and
mack,
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Nothing we see in what is original to us

WITH =very day that pesses, it & becoming
cegrer that the walue we plsce on © mades In
Nigerip” goods, oor whigieness, culfure 5
erading & B wery Tadl pace, Burccentne cam
has eaber deep mbd most of w2, IL 5 nowondser
that in Mot aversge Romes in Nigeda, the
prrepked mode of communicathon is Englsh, \We
e high peasvam  off  communiceticn In
English that any ather Bnguage oomes second
It s 50 bad that chidron who spaak thair mcal
disfiect Nugnthy and ane nat 50 good with spakan
English, ame Inoked dewwn on by their peers, 45 8
oNssJuEncE, & nEw gensmabon has besn bom
which naslostits identity.

i remy eeneralion b5 made up of peopla wahn
knows fitte or mathing about treir customs and
tradition. Thiy are not inforested in ool
cufbure, irfact majority of fham see teir culiena
ny sometting cabolizal, And becacse they lack
Inlerest, by dont care bo dearn ther ocal
dislect. Enfortunately, stheir parents think it s
faghignabis and even find i Rty wihon P
childreri ook fosi when relstions soeak ther
local disfert ko themn.

Theses v Lh e pimnils il pay for Ui
chHildrern 40 l=am French, Spedsh, Cunese,
o of thers pay through ther noses for thes
chikdren to be enrolled in sowols whe daim o
run Bribsh or Adesrican programmas wilh Ehe
hope that they will spesk lie the Briish o
Armericans eyen whike in Mgeria, They cxme ook
eeumadng funny betauca thair feachare @nd
orEndry Nigenand ke wou and [ They createan
Imaginary Clasg for these cteddean windh doeg
not exast. 1 tany wonder thak thay Son't frtinta
e fociaky?

Lametime ago, | went bo plait mry haic moan
area inhablbed by how income earners. IE was
Lk B imberesting tay &8 IF opened my & In
e Lhe clags srrpggles eur dhifdren s Tored
Ntz by their parerts. The hardresser's chiddren
whin misl Pava paseed thioogh thair Reesa,
alter school U0 ke thesr Dags ard Trashan up
befgre ooming Do Cher mothers shod wilthin the
me: pnvironmesnk, camre in and grecbed us.
Instead of the methar Maving i that way, she
wanted b oimpress ma, T guets, Sha callag tha
sthention of her odest deug hber sha waes within
the age renog -5 “Mitchell!® [ she proncunced
it & E &k spet nstaad of 'Mshell how § 5
priceendi] By the wmhile peogla # oongingted
fram

Thee meat thimg | heand was, " Did your daddy
AT FACET™ My garg wiiie o'fandod, Bug 10 wa
not the mnd of it * Mo, ® Hibchel apsuereg. © My
daddy did o come back.” she replied 25 nabural
a5 Dereathing.

It waps 20 =pcd, Bormased rama che could rod
presvoance and barnowed lsnguege she was rot
Auent in & beautifid name Hiok Simi wousd hase
pffized, Givedg insfrustiors v thair ol dialac
mauldn't hawe been bad.

| discowared in the 3 hours thet it took for my
hae bo b maada that Mummy Bibchell sas
e only clads struggler. A8 Ber nsghbours were
Irvelved, Sewvsrsl BHmes, there were
misungerstanding betwesn ther children the
lad ba Night, Tt ek eaerything nome B kesp &
ifraight Face, English mas murdessd &3 i [Bere
was no other language b0 commrunicabe . The
frustrated party, in cach of the Tights,, wha
fealdn't comesanicates in Engbsh, commarniated
physically. The parents whi medsted made my
day until frusirated, they wens forcpd B handls
matiers in hausa, Surpesingly, 2l Dhe kids wera
Muant in Maarsa and it was the only common
|srguege srnong tham,

e are all guiky of Barccenirc crage, Whi
made it a8 reie that formal onessing mesans
dresing e wihife mans may® Bl makés |
wrong when one sews posns and skirts wih
Arkara, and woars them o ofco? We generlisa
African waars as rracilioral weass wan anfy nee
o week in formal settings [Frdayy Evenwhen i
is in pur power to change it we have refused m
i that, Cur &nkara has lmiied markes in other
dimiae whild wa apen § viry big mirkst o
English wears. It we don't make our ciobnes
attractive to the cutsde woeld, nobody will

Higena baa beconmss Lhe destimakion Ter glrka
[sacond hand clothes, shoes, begs). & majarity
of us will rather buy them than patroniss ow
Ackiark, 1% & ok 3D i (051 DaCauss [

are yary chaap Ankarm. It is all abeug clase
struggles. Thank God our tailors, festhion
axpecte nave Degun making oeautieul Aakars
Baby gownd aad SEks for Bove We Fidve nd
axiise not ko pabanide theass Holtkis bedaime
Ehriy ifd ary LRl ua.

Lewars of Kigerisn Fashion have sraady laken
It & step further They are getting mamisd n
Aicady fitbed cafans. T was & guest 1 8 weddrg
whetp the groom, Fis groom's men, page boys,
ring bearer afl wore bemcifoly sown caftans
at were [ha alk of comn. 10 vals ony e Dride
and her hridal tran thatwors European clothes
Who sald one can't get married in Ankara? Wil
Gind froren at iy

e take surncentric craze hather by cooking
foreign loods during celebrations. ok weddings,
ane veould e told thay "We hove soms doacal
delicocics here'. These are foods orignal bo us
tnt el har ko iR dameaning maennd ITthang
ang T SEring poinls al 3 vad@Eng o aven,
and cr= was local Bnd the other normal, checic
gt the ralie Bsloca e ‘neemal’ Toad, Hen will
Be the ones ealing dur Iecel Fosd beceuse thiy
I wwvaliom and aporedabe whal we bemn acal,

A raabtar ol great conceen Be ma @ Eha igee af
made N Mgeria goods. We look domn on
anythirsg made by cur local manfecturers. 15t
ariy meeder thal Uhing Favd diviced & Mo b
sad| Bher products? [3 could be & prodect nads
In. Abba, tur they will wenke 'Made in Chana or
"Hide in Tawean o8 and Bey will 5o liks hal
tales. Cur marufsturers may have faled s in
the past because of govermment's nonchalanoe
toRnds IMvesting in cham., But that does ot
maan we should theow the baby anng with bhe
dirty water ueadin bathing it

A bride had & aed sxperiesce an her wedding
day. Sha had no meoney f0 by an expensive
sy, G0 she deitbed for 8 cheap © Made
Migeria $haes ' A% she danced into the reoiption
ground; &5 the cendre ol attenbionons of Lthe
shnes waparated from the scle. Erharragasd,
shee ran out of the reception ground. Cne can
imagine the scene. This amost spalked - her
EBeaubifyl diy Bul Tor Ehe Fisraectian of Gadd
Cxmarkans weo may taunt her with it
fia Ty e

Talirds aloued it Mgara. Tho prbiem s
goermment’s  disnterest i investing o
anbreprenssieship, Leading  economias  ika
China ere meking waves m bechnologicel
dovelopment dup b2 thair investments in that
Secher, Therd [5 i gain wathaul paks

Mmeriens. nesd b chamge ther  peroeplion
about pur professionals like doctors, 1Rachars
Macdicad tourism s the andes of the day berauss
hose with 16 wiherewitnel beleve they can
anly gat tha best wadical sbetion culside our
dlire. A Story wis Wold of & rich man whi was
disgnosed of an il dsalth that requirsd &
Surgeaiy hee i Migerie. But b declimed being
booked for the surgery here and travelsd o
Indis o have tre surgery. When fe seriver, e
was told that the surgeon mad traveled but will
b hack zonn, Affer about Do weeke Bé wag
scheduled far the surgery. ‘o has surprise, the
surgaon that was b handie his @se was the
sye sirgeon ha lef in Migeris wham he
decined hés corvice. [T mas 2 vory embarmassing
dtuation. Imagine all the resaurcas washed
g ki Sl ba Tor whist veas in e shikste,
Tha ekte dass has cong Nigeria mane Fanm
han good 0 omedical fourksm, Tha gnly Hme
ey Bigdan [0 Ifmii gl i was whed [hié laps
wyrdronea tank mok. O madical parsanssl fad
o Chamge ervaranment, B greseser asiures,
Ty, we gre gl onying Poud for whal e el
Bagan. They shauld have seen that oming
Argthe Bede which 8 & Hheeat to Sl
realizston  is neocolonialism as regards
discowerass by Migeiinng in che medcal linve, fne
pou Evesre that in theam ol Covad-19, Professor
poel Wanneng, an ndgene of Platesu State,
hadl dicovened & curg that mould mansge the
dessily  wirus® He has submited it for
Invoshigaton. However, bl date, his discovery
Is yot to so@ the Sght ol day. We prefer bo
embxpre whatever Bnnd is foredgn and breat gur
Erairs ag i thay.are didl, We need to 9o back b
the drawing bosrd, hecause we ane the casse af
aur grobisms
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Mutfwang harps on internationa
collaboration to tackle insecurity

By FETER TITLE

THE Governor of Flateau
State, Barrister Caleb
Mutfwang, says the need
for intermational
callaboration and
cooperation was
imperative towards
tackiing the crises
bedeviling Plateau Stabe,
the Morth Cenbral and
northern  MNigeria as a
whols

According to him, the
persistent violert attacks
in Mortherm MNigeria
needed uUurgent
collaboration to nib them
in the bud.

Governar Mutfwang
disclosad this Im an
interview with joumnalists
an arrival from a peace
and security dialegue held
in the United States of
America (USA) st the
Yakubu Gowon Alrport
Helpang, near Jos.

The governer, who was
part of the delegation of
nofthem  governors that
attended the dialegue,
posited that the atiacks
had a fet of internaticnal
dimension bul assured
that the governmant
would confrant the

Mutfwang

pemeirators head-on.

He explained that the
diglogue was Limely,
adding that the
corference underscored
the il‘r'lpl:lrtﬂﬂl'.l‘: af
strengthening the
strategic alllance
between the United
Stotes and Migeriz to
tackle the current
security challenges and
amphasized the need o
have an Intemational
perspective.

Mutfwang reiterated
his readiness to address
the problem from am
informed position,
emphasizing, "1 hawe

come better armed,
better informed, better
efuipped to be able to
deal with the security
challenges, As a matter
of fact, from here, 1 am
proceeding straight to
the Plateau State
University, Bokkos, to
have a ok and have a
first=hand Informatien
on the situation in
PLASU and in Bokkos in
general o that we can
hegin to put  heads
fogethes b see how we
can arrest the
situation,”

Permit USA, France to set up military bases in Nigeria

| By HOSEA NYAMLONG |

AMEDST opposition by some
gmipent  perthern  (psdars
Againgt welcoming the United
Shates of America amd the
French government o et up
miitady ba=£s i Nigeria, the
fromt line chell dghts adwacacy
grodp,. Human Rights Writers
Acsaciaticn afl higeua
[HURIWA), hes said o is best for
these pouvbries to be parmitbed
by Migeris fo ==t up military
bases provided their presence
would quicken the destructian
and existential defear of
Isfarmésts under the auspices of
Boko Heram  temoests and
armed Fusaani militants.

It wouldd be recalled that the
position of the northern keaders
was contairsd in A8 prem
release  fointly sigred by
Professor Abubakar Swicigue
Hohamimsd of the Cantre for
Democrokic Developmant,
fasearch amnd Training
{CEDDERT), Zara; Probesscor
Kabiru Sulaiman Chale, former
Minister of Sigte far Petralzum
Rasoiirces,  representing the
Arewh Resesrch and
Denslopment Praject [ARDP),
¥aduna; Professor  Attahiry
Muhammadu Jlaga, farmer
Chairman of the Indeperddert
MNatipral Electoral Commissian
{INEC); amd Professor Jbrin
Ibrahim, Centre for DeEmocracy
and Davelepmant [SO0],
Ahiija

Cthers ncluded fuwal Musa
[Rafsanjani), Civil Sacieby
Lagislative Advocacy  Centra
[CCISLAC), Abuje, and Y 2.

va'u, Cenbra for Information
Technclogy ard Development
(CITAD), Kard.

In an open letter to
Pregident Bola Tieubo and the
wadership al the MNatioral
Asgambly, the leaders said
the federal government
showdd nef succumb 1o such
arescure.

Acconding to the lether, tha
American and Frandh
govemments have aBagedly
aeen  aggressiwely  loboying
Migeria, alang wih other Guir
al Guines counties, o Sign
new deferse pacts that wawld
allow them to redeploy their
troops, axpabad From Mali,
Burking Fato and kuger, o
Migeria,

BUL in 3 skatement made
avellable bo THE HNIGERLA
STENDARD in Jos, recenthy,

HURIWA called an ihe
narthern leaders ta ha
srogdminded end

nggienplistic in Bhair aublosk
mst=ad of haldirg an to the
THMIPE, MUEncane and athno
|slamic wonidhview which |5
nod Tundamentally different
fram tha self-dastructiva
deglogy  of Islamists and
axiremises '.'lilrllill'll] La
destabelize Migera.

Tha rights hody axpressad
chiock thet e arobdam of
thess norther beaders was the
pessinility of setting up US
aidd Frarmoe of military bpses
and mot the massive attacks
n tha Karth West by armed
oandite, fermorisis and armed
- laleE ackors wlvd haee
killgd 30, CO0 Migarians o tha

= HURIWA

last one decade.

HURTWA mainimined thas
bisere was nething wrareg with
the preseqce af the USh and
Frence military bases inside

Migeria if the Fedaral
Govamment oermiks (E,
adding that tha militany

bases couhd posiivery fasi-
trock the war an berronsm.

HURIWA HNationaf
Coardinatar, Comrade
Errnanual Onwobike, saad it
would suppart any
Immediate of Fulure
gecigicns by the Tinubu
adminigtration o welkkome
the sefting up of the milikary
bazes in Migera as lang as
those countnes respoct ths
sovergigny of Nigera and do
mal  carey  oul  subvergive
activities that may
undgrmirg  the torritorial
irteg ity of Migeria.

"The governimant  should
aooept thesn milltary bases if
these nalans  Sicept e
provide adeguate technical,
mllrtﬂr!.' Snc kcical sLppent
to the armed forces of the
lfedesation of Migeria U wage
2 times-bound and an
effeckive war on t=rmor in
Megeria, " RURDWA concluded.

Howrewer, tha Minister af
Infarmatiaon, Alhajs
Mahammead [dris, ks
gehunked the claim that the
Federal Government was
beeing fobbied oy the mwo
countries to move their
military bases from Niger and
Mzl ta Nageria
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By PETER TITLE

THe Govermor al Platead
State, Cakeh Mulfweng, has
besn  honoured with  the
[edependent  Newipapars
Bait Govermor of e Year
Sward In tha Coemmisnity
Emnpaiwermant L20egory

Daily Independent
Mewspapars Limitaed
recogmized the governoea
exlangive communiby-
Forused intiatives within the
Jos-Bulurg metnopalis ard
throughout the state's local
QoVErrment argas,

AL a paremory hedd at tha
Eka Hatel dn Laigns mesently.
the gewernors Director of
Prese - amil  Pulbiie  Afairg,
Gyang Bere, who recefved
the amard on his beha¥,
dedicaied the awand to God
ard o the entere people of
Platea State for thelr
suppart to HIis
adminiatralios,

Acoording to him, over the
past 11 manths, tha
Mutfwang adminiskration
had cancentrated on
acsiablishing a reBust
infrastructure,  resitalizing
tha city centar and
anhancing the =ziate's
acpnaimy Ffor the collectiva
neneftt of all; iIrmespectong of
athnit or raliglous
differances.

Ampng tha key projects hg
ﬂll:ll'I"ErltEI] wEre the ravival
al e defunct raEl ransgert
SYEEI, tha introduction of
madern MAN-Dijess buses

Mutfwang

lor the Platesn Exprais
Servic: LimSed and the on-
Goirg moad fehabilitethan and
construction  within the
greaker jos master plan and
neighbouring local
gowermment areas.

Theee jreiatives, aooording
13 Govamor I"-Jlir'.'ilﬂﬁg_. e
part of & broader strateqy bo
improve sarvice delivary
Bordad (heslate

e urged the media o
collaborate with his
administration in its
reconstruction efforts,
amphasizing his camrmitment
1o recloring peace, Securily
gnd lasiitate the nsturn af
Interngdty Displaced Persons

[[DFs| fo their ancesiral
hamies,

Stawe Omanufeme, the
Manageng  Directan'Ediborin=
Chiel af Daly [nedepencent
Mewspapers, weicomed
commandad the aveardgss Far
Ehir merEoriaus canktribulions
to thesrstates and Migeria.

e @vant HS0 celebraied
Ll achiovemenls ol olbar
distinguished pgovernaors,
Incuding Mal Mala Buni of
¥obe State, Petar Mbah of
Enugu State, Adedapao
Oluseun Abicdum al  Dgun
State, Pastar Urmno Baveey Ena
of Akwa lbom and Agbu Kefas
of Taraba State, among othar
notabie fgures.

Mutfwang applauds journalists

By HOSEA NYAMLONG &
JIDAUNA DARING

PLATEAL State
Gavernor, Caleb
Muktfwang, has
applavded  journatists
far their saorifices in Ehe
line of duty "0 ensure
they educate and Inform
Lhe populace wikh
informatiaen that reflects
happenings in the
sochety.

Represanted by Special
Adviser on Strategic
Communication b the
Governan, Timethy Gok,
in & message of
solickarity reflecting the
theme: *A press for the
planat, jaurnalism in the
face of environment
crisis” in Jos pecentdy,
the governor pointed out
that jowrnalists in
Plategu and 2crgss fhe
globe had remained
reagiute against all odds
and refused o be
intmidated or caged by
corrupt l=aders.

The govermor
emphasized that but for
the media, the level of
IMpunity, Corruption amd
insanfty would have
beesn more in the
COUnNTeY.

"Soms people are
compelled th obey the
law, not because of
punishment, but for the

fear of belng exposed by
the media,” he pointed
oart.

zalu assured journalists
that, -a5 a media-Triendly
person, he would soon
Join jourradists in st Kind
of sensitizaton walk.

He called on the media o
mork oul 2 robusk
structura in which they
would be protected,
proemising that his
parthership with them
would ga a long way o
improve and overcome
the misrepresentation,
misunderstanding,
misinformation and fake
mews that is the order of
thiz clay.

Earlier in a speach by the
Chairmen Migeria Unisn of
Journzlisis (NUD}, Plateau
State Council, Ayuku
Pwaspo, sald that
journalists were  often
confrontaed wilh
challenges such as threats
e Elaie B, irticmicakion,
physical vioclence and
tensorship while
performing  their duties
and mary have paid the
SUpreme price.

Paaspo pointed oul that
the war in Ukrains and
Gaza, where jourmalists
hsd been targeted,
corfirmed what members
of the pen profession go
thraugh trying to keap the
public abreast of

hegpenings araund tham,

Sheadded that in Plabeau
Skake, "You will recall that
in May 2007, nine of our
collesgues lost theis lves
and eight athers sustained
variols degrees of injuries
while an & oflficial
assignment in the state

T Jume 2022, our
members were attacked
by hooadlums in o Narmu,
Quan Fan Local
Government  whike  they
were covering the
commissioning of an 1CT
Cantre by the then
Senator representing
Platedu South, Thay
survived the attack, but
the skate oouncil lost its
Toyota Hiace bus in the sad
incident,”

Peizspo soficited for
partnership and
collaboraticn with relevant
stakeholders, security
agendies anp civil socieby
organizations o support
ared probect journalists as
they carry out thelr dutles
far the growth and
development of the
socleby.

Highlights of the event
was the sansitization walk
by joumalists from  the
MU] Secrefariat to the
Secretariat Junction
fivover In commemeoration
of the 2024 World Press
Fresdom Day,
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No, not our Senate!

MIGERIA'S woes have
continued b multighy and
pile up &5 If the opuntry
and Its people are cursed.
From onme problem, we
transit to another withowt
finding salutions to the
first. The awar-present
Boko Haram crisis which
fas ket several Body bans
in ks wake 15 a constant
reminder of government
failure as ik has refused to
deal with it s0 a5 1o bring
the sooumge Lo en end
Hawing been allowed o
have a fiold day these
insurgants have dealt so
much devastation an tha
Mosth East and MNorth
‘West paris af the country
that people had to
abandon these areas
PUTING pressure an other
parts af the counbry

Food, which should
never have been a
progdem, has continued ko
be scarce in spite of the
vast angd Ferbile fand st
Migeriz's disposal A if
that was not enough
there have been several
hikes in the costs of fuel
since the Yakubu Gowoan
era Angd the amarphous
subsidy has conbinued o
B ary s Ll datbe

Having Failed to deal
with the aforementicnesd
new problems keep
rearing their ugly haads
aven a9 many institutions
hawve been bullt to deal
with them. Despite their
fechle and lacklustre
attempts, our leaders
seem not o have the
capacidy and capability to
deal with these
challenges as they arise.,
Beither have they come to
grasps with the fact that
maders are hired fo sohae
prosdems on behal of the
people they gowem.

Same aof these issues
fthat have conbireed (D
plague our saciety should
have occupied the
attention of our Senate,
howayer, they have
chosen o Engage In
affairs that are anti-
people. Fuel gueues have
literarity taken over our
strests and produckve
man hours are last trying
iy get that essential
cammodity, wab our
senabe prefers [o endage
in frivolities. Food s
scarce and costly rnaking
most Nigerlzns go te bed
without eating anything

yet our senate would
rather wasté precious
time fighting themselves
over whers ko st

Migerians are belng
killad on daily basis but
that s not good enorgh to
attract the attention of
our law makers o enact
laws that would bring
about a secured society
They would ratheraxpend
their energles engaging In
small fights owver whe sits
whare as If sitting
positions would hels In
stoppilng these
unwarmanted killings. As
we go to press, a ot of
Migerians ara hald in
kidnappars-den and ara
nok able to pay ranssme
s thal they would be
free, but that is nob a
source ol woery [or Gur
Senale. Indeed, Abuja,
the capital city has not
been spared the wrath of
these daredevil persons
Several persons have
been kidnapped for no
Faulk af theirs and made ko
suffer Bumiliation and
aven death yat our Senaks

29

Food which
should never
have been a
problem, has
continued to be
scarce in spite
of the vast and
fertile land at
Nigeria's
disposal As if
that was not
enough, there
have been
several hikes
in the costs of
fuel since the
Yakubu Gowon
era And the
amorphous
subsidy has
continued to be
an issue till
date.

29

would racher fight aver
sitting positions. Our
distinguished Senators
are mot worried by the
man of the endersord
and cultists who hava
twmed our country inko a
killing field neither are
they Botheresd by the
many poar schodd children
herded inkd wnknown
desbinations like cows led
to the slaughter by
heartiess and wicked
pEFsons

The story of Legh
Sharitba is a oconstant
reminder af the lailurs of
government o provide
gaaurity lor the citizenry.
S0 oo are the soorigs of
several Southern Kaduna
school chidren taken
hiostage by Fulani militias
who have turned
kidnapping inta a
lwcrative business, Ta add
to the painfd fists of our
problems, the
Abuje'Kaduna road has
becarme a no go area for
matarisks just &% has been
the train cervices
biatw s the two cikies Nao
where is safe any longer
as kidnappings have been
axtended into our capital
aties and nothing is being
done tostem Ehe e

The Middlebelt area
which used to pride itsalf
as the food basket of the
nation cam not live up £
1 I:|I1|ings Fudaml militias
have teken over large
swarths of the land
rendering the people
homeless and hunary and
ngdhirg has been done ko
refurn the displaced
persons o thetr ancestral
lamd,

These and several more
are what the Senate
should concem itsalt with
nod the issue of SiEting
space. They must kmow
that they were hired to
spdve problems on Dehalf
of Miperians net o fight
themselves over
trivialities, The needless
infighting among these
sanaktors who befong o
the ruling party Is nat
wihat they have besn qent
to the Senakte to do. OF
they must be told, they
WErE 520t o make [aws
far the smaath renning of
e country, whather they
sit pni the floor or stand an
their faet. Mothing less is
axpected from them,
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Politics

Yahaya Bello and a complicit judiciary

By CHIDI ANSELM

ODINKALL

THE kast Chief Judge of Kogi
State who atternpted fo hald that
office with dignity and
independance, Nesir Alanah, pad
with his life, un-mourmed ard
pxiad from the skafo. Ha wae tho
sacond Chief Judge of the Stabe to
bo pelitically lynched by the
government aff Kage State in one
decads,

Josiah Majebi is the FEh Chis?
Judge of Hogi Stake (i north-
central Nigeria) in four years ard
the fiouirth to exist almest entirely
ini tha pocket of the state governor,
He has been in office. as
siehstamtive Chisl Judge sime the
beginning of Februsry 2023,
hawing 2cted i that rade e 26
June 1022 when his predecessor,
Richard Olorunfemi, retired.
Henry Dlusiyi served in that office
Far just urder seven months fram
b @ of Jume 2020 unlil 2anuary
2021. Sunday Diub, who
succesded him, spent eight
months Im olfice before retiring in
September 2021,

The last Chief judge of Kogi State
who attompbed to hald that office
with dignity and Independence,
Wacir Ajanah, pabd with his Gife,
upr-maumed and exibed from the
stobe., He was the second Chief
ludge of the State (o be politically
lynched by the gowermmant of
Kogl State Inone decads

AE Ehe Bagnning af Apdl 2008,
tive Kogi Stabe House of Assembly,
gehying an order af the state High
Court, adopted & resobution asking
the Sxate Gaverncr B remove
lsng-serdng Chisf Judge of the
State, Umang Eri. Om thak basis,
then actng govemorn Clarence
Dlafemi, profmatly sanoenced the
sack of the Cheef hodge on 2 Agril
2008 and designated another
Judae, Sam Ota, ba actin his place.

In his defence, Umaru Eri
claimed that his crime was that he
had decined the reguest of the
paiiticians to act a5 gorDefwesn n
bribing tha elaction patiticn
tribainal on behalf of the then stake
governor whose election was in
dispute, On 16 May, 20068, Alaba
Aplaye, a judge of the High Court
of Kogi State, rewersed the sack
and reinstatad Umara Eri-

11 wears later on TR June 2019,
Alaba Ajileye presided sgain n
daciding & cate that sesmed
uAcEAmily Lo reprise Eswees in RS
earlier decison, As with the 2008
decision, the damant in 20148 was
anpther Chief Judge of Kogi State,
Kasir Ajgnah with his  Chief
Registrar, Yahya Adamu. The
defandants  induded the Kogi
State House of Assercbly, s
Spaaker, and the State Governer,
Yahmya Bedla,

AL the directive of Govermor
Yehava Bello, the Sacretary to the
Goyvemmeent of Kogl State wrate
on 14 Movemnber, 2016 o Chied
Judge Masir Ajanah, atking him to
provide “the payroll af judicial
staff for the sngoing pay parade of
civil servanks in the stake.” At the
time, Ethe Governor was a
gefendant inthe courtaf the Chisf
Judge, o bHee Chiel Bagistrar
responded ©o the Gebler  ard
gxplained that the Judclary was a
self-accounting  and co-equal

Bello

branch of gowermment supervised

by the State Judicial
Camimissan,

An affronted Gavernor Yahaya
Belo wrote under his own name to
Waiter Onnoghen, then Cheef
Justice of Migaria and Chair of the
Mational Judicial Council  [M3CH,
asking the KIC ko fingd the Chisl
Judge guilty of misconduect and
requiring that ha *step aside and
{an) Ackirg Chiat Jukge alowad m
taka his place.”

While his petition was =till waiting
far thar attamton of the MIC, Yahaya
Belo resorted to political seif-hedp,
He referred the perceived
effmntary af Masic Ajernah o the
Stete Fouse of Assembly, which
promptly constituted anm
Immstigation committes, Tha Chiaf
iclge seed. While hs suik wes
pending, on 3 Aprl 2015, the State
Hopwe of Atsembly adopted @
resolution asking ‘raheya Beillo to
remawe the Chief Judge and also
requiring disciplinary action
2gainst the Chief Ragistrr,

On 18 June 2019, Alaba Ajileye
sitiing at the High Court of Kogd
State in Kofcmkarfs, debermined
that  the Kogi Siste Hopse af
Agcambly gnd the Governoe acted
unlwiully in seeking ta remova the
Chief Judge.

The resction of the gowernar was
bestial, He first went after Alaba
&jlleye, a man of courage and
learning whise mdical recond was
unblemishad, With 2 doctoral oy
degree,  Alaba  Ajilevs was an
expart 0 the mrehed sbject of
digitalevidence,

Follewing this judgment,
howasar, Yahaya Belle’'s
government made it kndwn that
they cousd no banger guaranbes his
safety. ¥et, whem he was put
Farvward for elevation & the Tourt
cf Appeal, the same Eogi Skate
povErnrment actheady bBlacked . A

Service

man who would sasdy have
adormed the Supreme Court with
digtirction, Alaba Apeve retined
from the High Courl in Febriary
2023 and has since then farged &
career &% a scholar and academic,

Turning bo the State Chiel Judoe,
meanwhia, Yahaya Bello mada life
urnb=arable for Masir Ajannah. He
Began by banishing the man Ffrom
official state functhons., When Chief
Judge Alannzh  attended the
smearing in of the new Grand
Khadi of Kogi State pn 21 May
2020, the Chaal Secisriny DITioer o
Yahaya el informed him that
“the gowernor gave a dractive that
he should nok be aliowed to attend
the function,”

In the micdig of the COVID-1%
pandemic, Governor Yanaya Bello
mack Masir Afannan personanon-
graka in the state. As a resull, he
was farced imte internai
displacement im Abups, whers his
pen:unal arra I'I'EI!I'I'lIIﬂtE WErc
warse than transitory, While in
hiding in Abu@, Masir Ajannah
conkracted COMID and died in
molation in Gwagwalads in the

Federal Cogital Termitory on 208
June 2020, Hiz desth went
urackpewledged and even the
institutionis of the judiciary were
reluctant to madrn his passing.

The men whe fodiowed Masic
Ajanrah in tha affice of Chief Jsdge
of Kogl Skata learnt to stoke the
wansties of Yahaya Bello and aveld
his anger. Anead of his departure
from affice at the end af aight
years as gowarnor aof Kogl State in
Jonuary 2024, Fosloh Majehi as
Chief Judge and Chadr of the Kegl
State Judiclal Sendce Commission,
prepared a fist of candidates for
nomination as judges of the High
Coert of Kogi State,

At the top of the |kt was a wife to
Yahaya Bello the basx of whose
clairm ba the nommnation was tha
dutifd fulfilment of the duties of
canmulium in Yahaya Belle's
bedroom. For the Chisl udge, i
was altza proaf that he hed trufy
abgwred ary pretersions 10 a mind
af his gwn,

Alarmed at what they saw as a
perversion af tha system of judical
appoinlinents, 4 aroup of seven

Senior Advosates of Nigenia (SANs)
from the State wrode o Josiah
MHajebl to dssuade him fram this
eorae of actian. In Janubry 2024,
they sued chalienging his judical
npménabgns,

Fending the outcoame, the BIC
suspended the process of
appolnbisent to the Kogi State
Judiciary. On 18 April 2034, lames
Ometass, @ judge af the Fedaral
High Court in ABaja many of whoace
Judomants wsually have something
of & @mell arablem about themn,
irrplausibly muled that these SANS
had po legitimate tengst 0 the
process of appeiniment af fadges
ir their state and that, in any case,
the discreton of the NID in
appaintment of judoes was
effectivedy notopan to review,

It wes the day after Yahaya
Befin’s chosen successor ard Bilood
ralative, Usman Sdodo, chose to
turn his predecessor intoa fugitve
frorm legal process and beo days
alter M Odado coened b case in
the pefition questianing  the
lawfulness of his election as
govemar of Kogl State. &5 @
bunging Economic and Finandal
Crirmes Cormrmiesion { EFCC) wakted
o errest Yakaya Belloin Abuja, cre
L& Jamil, o judge of the High Court
of Kogl State, issued an arger
clalming tae restrain the
Commission from doing its job,

Accorfing to the order of tha
judpe, the case whith was filed
over teo manths earlier on 8
February, was huriedly assigned
wiile Bhe Sene wWed AR Going in
Abuja, arglesd, heard and declied
and the Jdge quickly signed the
order and handed it to Gowvernor
Odada b teke wils Hm to Abuja
from where he spirited bis cousin
avay from legal process i a blaze
of gunfire, Tha court was almost
assuredly disingenuacs aboat the
dete of filing, In af likelihoed, the
case wak filed same day an 17 April
and than back-dated,

The EFCC now daams it has
declared Yahaya Belio a fugitive But
the real gquastion il be how a
compromissd and cormplicht judical
leadership will mow  treal  the
nermination of his naualfied wile
as & judee and the pelition against
the declaration of his vielenk cousin
as govenor of Kpgl State, The
judges wha  cumently  control
Migeria™s ciminal palitics naw must
shaw haw much they awe Yahava
Badlg,

Sahara Reporters,

“11 years later, on 18 June 2019, Alaba Ajileye presided again in
deciding a case that seemed uncannily to reprise issues in his earlier
decision. As with the 2008 decision, the claimant in 2019 was another
Chief Judge of Kogi State, Nasir Ajanah with his Chief Registrar, Yahya
Adamu. The defendants included the Kogi State House of Assembly, its
Speaker, and the State Governor, Yahaya Bello. At the directive of
Governor Yahaya Bello, the Secretary to the Government of Kogi State
wrote on 14 November, 2018 to Chief Judge Nasir Ajanah, asking him
to provide "the payroll of judicial staff for the ongoing pay parade of
civil servants in the state.” At the time, the Governor was a defendant
in the court of the Chief Judge, so the Chief Registrar responded to the
letter and explained that the judiciary was a self-accounting and co-
equal branch of government supervised by the State Judicial Service

Commission,”
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Governor Mutfwang:
Another milestone

THE transpertation of goods and services from one place to anather is
not only a commercial and business venture but an integral part of
the developmental process of society and humanity genarally. Thisis
mmare 26 in the present era where the mavement of people and ideas
are expected to happen at great speeds to meet the needs and
yearnings of the digital age.

IM view of the abowve, yesterday, Governor Caleb Mutfwang of Plateau
State took one more step in his efforts towards at once meeting one
of the perople's most pressing needs of the momaent and kaeeping his
awn part of the sacial contract with them.

HE launched the Tin City Matra Urban Transportation Initiative, a unique
system of massively moving commuters at very subsidized rates
within the areas of the Greater Jos Master Plan. It has in its fleet 15
state-of-the-art MAN-Diesel buses Fully equipped with latest
eguipment such as Near Field Communication (NFC) and secura card
payment systems.

MO doubt; coming at this critical point in time when Nigerians are
greaning wndar the heavy strain of astronomically high
bransporkation coste, these buges coild nat have come at a mare
auspicious period.

FURTHERMORE, and as the governor himself pointed cut, "We are
ushering in an era of digitized travel, atigning with the global shift
bowards ecashless transaction: Ffar the convenience of our
passengers.”

IM additien, these iconic buses are set bo immensely boost economic and
social activities of the people of the stake. This is because
transpaortation has multi-dimensional and ripple effects on society
generally, especially now that individuals, commuters and
businesses are finding it increasingly difficult to commute and
transport goods from one place to another,

AND, to boot, only one week ago, the state government unvelled 20
ultra-modern S-seater Seinna buses that are now plying intra-state
and national rowtes. The Plateau Riders Bus Seorvices, which had
almost gone under in the last eight years, has now been given a new
lease of life. No doubt, the Mutfwang administration is easing the
current pains of transportation even beyond the borders of the state.

AND on & more gensral note, these buses have come with the added
blessings of the beautification of the Jos/Bukury matropolis aimaed
at creating standard stations and a conducive environment for
businesses and human traffic to cohabit with ease and fMow
seamiessly. Anyone who has been in thess areas in the last one year
will certainly atbest bo the fact that an extrasrdinary transformation
i% unfalding.

RIGHT from the day he personally supervised the state-wide
environmental sanitation exercise (one of his first assignments after
assuming office ), Governor Mutfwang has left no one in doubt abaut
his avowed commitment towards radically bringing sanity te the
state’s erstwhile dirty physical environment.

JOS Terminus, Ahmadu Bello Way, Rwang Pam Street and other nooks
and crannies of Jos and Bukuru metrapalis are beaming with a splash
of well-tarred roads, complete with wide shoulders and dralnages.

IT is with thiz same determination and zeal that the gevernor is
confronting the problem of transportation in the state. As 2 man who
deeply believes in the wholistic development of society, he is well
aware that abandoning one sector in preference for another would
never give rogm for all-pervasive and sustainable progress.

THUS, reads constructien, bulldimg terminals for the new buses,
regulating street trading, beautifying the city, etc, are all being
carriod out at tha same time so that they can have a more enduring
and impactful effect,

SOME of these radical transfarmations on the landscape of the state
capital and anvirons have come at a heawy price to many citizens,
There have been obvicus pushbacks here and there. But these pains
are as bemporary as they are very necessary in order o ensure
sanity, zase of movement and doing business and the general
walibalng of seclaty.

THE anuz i% now on citizens to take full responsibility for these new
buses, roads and physical infrastructure. Nigerians are notorious for
misusing gowvernment property. We call on citizens to utilize the
buses with care in order to safeguard the huge investments
gavernment has made on them,

AND, going forward, Plateau people have no doubt whaktsoever that this
is only the beginning of even better things to come. In Ffact;
preparations ara in top-gear towards the revitalization of the rail
system within the Greater Jos Master Plan area to glve more impetus
bo these lofty innovations the state government is making.

CERTAINLY, the Governor Mutfwang administration is on the road to
taking the state to greater heights in this and other areas of human
development,

7 Standard

Editorial

Release FIJ journalist, Danie

PERMIT me space in
this widely read
newspaper, THE
NIGERLIA STANDARD, to
express the concerns af
the Migerian WNational
Committes of the
[nternational Press
Institute (TP Migena) to
ageEn raige the alarm

over the safety aof
jourmalists in the
counkry,

This follows the report
of the abduction of
Daniel Djukwu, 8
journalist with the
Foundation for
Investgative Journalism
(FII).

According Lo reports,
Ojukewn was ahducted by
the Intelligence
Eesponse Team (IRT) of
the Inspector Genaral of
Palice and is currently
being held at the State
Crimingl Investigation
Department [(SCID],
Pantiin Lagos,

IPt Migeria strongly
condemns the abouction
and calls an the
inspector General of
Faolice to, with immediate
effect, order the release
of Mr, Ofukwu,

Coming at about the
perod the world is
celebrating the freedom

of the press, the action of
the Migeria Balice Foros
speaks wolumes of the
attitude amnd
commitment of law
enforcement agencies in
Migeria ta the freedom of
the prass,

Some weeks ago, the
Migerlan military
abducted a journadist, Mr,
Segunn  Clatunji, in a
Gestapo mannar in
Lagos and flew him to
Abuja under hurmitiating
conditions 0 apparent
violatian of his rights to
dignity and expression,

With the two incidents
cited above, a patiem
has emerged that poinks
to. tha fact that the
adminisktratian af
President Bola  Tinubdd
does not only condons
repressicn of freedom of
the press but alse
ERCOUrage It, in
contradiction of promises

made during the
president's  imaugural
speech that his

administration weould
uphold fundamental
human rights,

Wi have ahways stabed,
and it bears repeating,
that in a democratic
sefting, the proper siep
to t3ke is to follow dos
process im seeking

Ojukwu
remedies against
Journalists.

[t amounts to an abuse
af his powers and affice
for the [nspector General
of Palice to order the
abduction of a joumalist
just because he | the
overall head of the
Migeria Palice Force,

Ml Megera calls on
President Tinubu ta
cancton the Inspectnr
General of the Polica,
havirng failed to lead by
example, MNebody Is
abovethe law.

Hurnan righits violations
have continued
unabated because
perpetrabors are hardly
hald te account. [tistima
to begin kalding those
sunpressing freedom of
expression o account.

Caniel Cjukwu should
be refeased immediately,
or &5e [he |nspector
General of Paolice,
Kayode Egbetokun, will
be included in IPQ
Migeria's book of infamy
and branded an ansmy
of the media and
Jourralists. His inclusion
on Ehe [i5t carries serious
consequences beyond
L shores of Nigeria,

Muzikily Majeed,
President, IPI

Migeria.

Standard Cartoon

FG SHOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT POWER & PETROLEUM SUPPLY
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Benue, Plateau, Kaduna worst hit by religious killings - security agencies

& repom oy the  Intemnaticnal
Society for Clvil Libertes ard Rule
of Law {Iptersociety). has
identified Benue, Plateau ard
Kadurs crates g5 the worst it by
refighous killingsin Nigaria

Intersacely stabed this & parl of
its  Latest report shared  with
SaharaReporters recently and
titled, *Govemors [n South-East
Deafeningly And Dangeroushy
Turning lgbo Into Jihadisk
Vieleaog-Prong Benue, Plaieay and
Soiither Kasuna,®

Iri the repodt subditled "Shocking
Statistics Arising from our seearl
reports In Migeria”™ the
organisation said that mare than
B0 defernosiess Christians wers
hacked ta death |\ 13 meaths
babwaen Jamsary 2023 to January
24 i Nigeria, while awer B0
pfsars were abdscted.

The organisation allegad that
ng-unﬂn securky  agerndies  arg
pomplcit in the redigious killinas,

Thirepoert said that “Nigeria also
recorded ower 150,000 religuous
refated deaths since July T009
fallawing Boko Hargen upesing;
Inwalving Killing of at seast 1040, 000
ceferselnss  Christians, 46,000
moderate Fushms (&illad by feliow

but radical Futand Musims and allied
others), Mot bess than 4, 000 desths
wiere dresan fram nan-Christsan and

rnar-Muslim Faith mermbers.”
sccording to the regart, “Direct
k.ll?'l'rgﬁ B0 sotoanled far fol leas

than L0000 deaths and Indirect
killings. mcluding deaths  arising
from state actors end man-state
oustodial korture and shootings or
nackings! [oak the femaning
50,000 deaths,

Beatwoen July 2008 and lan 2024,
not Bess than 19, 000 churches
mcluding ocwer 2000 sacred temiples
of thee “Africen Instituted Churches®™
and Jewish religsom and over 1000
sanctuaries of the traditional

Scientists develop plastic-eating bacteria to reduce pollution

By HELEN BRIGGS

POLFIPEETHAME s used in
gveryihimg froem phong ¢ases o
tramers, bufis bncky to recpcle and
mginly erdds up in landfill,

Haveeyver, resesnchars fiaye Corme
Legh weibhy & -0 ke Safu L.,

By incoaporating spones of plastic-
eating hactera thoy've develoead o
plastic that can seif-desirud,

The spores remain darmank
durang Ehe wealud |Ihatime of tha
plastic, bet zpring back to ife and
st to digest the product whion
BRG] 0 TSRS B COimpa .

Thera's hope "wa can mitigata
prastic podlulicn im peture®, sad
resegrcher Ham 5ol ®im, of the
Uritsersity of Califamia San iegs,
L Falla,

Apd there might be Bi added
adran'_au& in that  (he Spires
imcreass e oudhess of Che
plastic.

"Our process makes the mataniss
more regged, S0 it extends s
i=eful lifetime, ™ S8id co-resd e,
Jon Fokorskd. "And then, when IEs
dome, we're able by elminake B from
the enviramment, regardless of how
it'sdisoosed.”

The pastic is  curmently being
warkied on gt the abomtony bench
bt cousld be inthe real warkd within
3 hew years, with the Relp of a
mankifactures, b adde,

The Fepe of batterls sdded b tha
pastic 15 BacitVos sibdiiis, widely
el a5 a food addiive and a
predoictic,

Crucaly, the batferia lkag o be
genetically engineered o be able to
withstand the wary high
lemperatures  nesded to make
plastic

But not pveryone is comenced by
the ide=a af developing
biedegradatle slternatives Lo
conventianal plastics. Sama
sonntsts argue It 5 far batter to
reduce the ameunt of plastic used n
the first place.

The pantimabe rmumd of LK el
for @ futune plastics treaty have just
grawin o3 ciose in Canada, aimed
at agraeang @ global el an tadkding
plastic politasn

Pral Steve Fletcher, direclor of the
Revdution Pastics [nsiute at the

Uniwersity of Potsmauth, said the
most efective vy af fckling pastic
pallution was by agres oo gl
legally  pinging cuts In plastic
pradiction

Hir tokd BB Naws- “Care must ba
taken with poteniial sohitians of thiz
sort, whichaould {.'||'|IE the impression
that we shouwld worry less about
phastic palution because pryw plastic
|e&king sk Che afiviFonment il
guickly, and ideally safely, dedgrade
Yer, for the vast majority of plestics,
thésm is ok the case.”

The research is published in thea
yaurnal, Natwe Commanications.

The mard is =t 10 get a global
treaty to tack e plestic polutan.

Heariy 200 counkrigs hawe agreed
ta start negetiaticns on an
Irternational acrepmant o ks
actiam om the “plasticorisis™,

UN members are  fasked wih
geveloping an ower-arching
framsasork for reducing ptastic washe
serigs U i

There W oowing Soncerd Rt
discarded plastic s destroving
mabitats, harming wildlife and
cortasmingting the food chasm,

Supporters describe the move s
pae of the world's most ambitous
environments  actiona  since  the
E5H2 Montr=al Protocod, ®&hich
phased aut opzone-depleting
substamnces,

They =ar just as climate change
has the Pars Agreement, plasic
shodild have e own Bedirg traaby,
wihich sets the world on course for
reducing plasts waste

ProT  Stave Flercher ol Cha
LRty of Paramout® aidviges tha
United Mations Environment
Pf:-gramme TUNEF} o plastics
jgspEg,

He said the plastics problem spans
International Borders and
Eaursdaries.

‘Onecountry can'tdeal weh gastic
polktion alane, ro matber hosd goad
its policies ane, " he s2id,

"We need & glchal agrésment W
enahie us bo deal with the
wicespread challenges that piastic
QFvEs LE &5 a sochty.”

What doaes this mean?

UN member states have agreed o
atart intamationad sagotiatioes on
frawing up a global plaskirs reaty
that Could set nulas for prodiecton,

uge sl disposal of plagics, The
decison was made ot 0 mesting of
the LB Enwirooment Assembly in
Mairpbi.

fir Jeanme @Arc Mujawamariya,
eryircnmant mnisier for Rwanda,
which has been at the famfront of
the proposies, sald fhey  weng
aptimestic ihe negotiatians wodd
puk in place @ framework “to end
Hastic poiluten®.

Concervation Charity WWF
desonbed the dacision as.one of tha
woarld’s maal ambitigus
anyirgamenial abons snce the
1989 Mombreal Protoosd, which
ahased oWt o2ame-depiating
wiastences,

Addrassing the [l lifecycle of
plastic pradudts - prodectson and
Uge, &4 wall 85 dispasal - B ey D
turning off “the plostic tap®, s=id
senior poficy advesar, Paula Chin

"The neut step is ta make sure all
sigriakories are ready to deliver on
the promises of this ground -breaking
agresment,” she added

‘What happens nesi?

Ward kemdors have wntil 2024 o
agres the aslic gallubicn thealy,
ncldirsg which slemente will b
mgaly eding and how the deal will
nefiranced

Ervirgrrmantal groups are Calling
far cléar BRd sbrang alobal
standards that ircerdivise netions 1o
stick e <ommon rules asd
reguletians  owver plastics, whie

neralsing harmful products  and
practces.

There will ba pressure 5 help
ooankries in the globed south dealing
with plastic prahloms oeated in tha
global narth,

"There s debate abouk wha pays
and how do we moke sure thak
éounkries in the global south have
got the resgurces ta deal with the
plaste: pollubian crises that they
face,” sald Prof Fletchier

Tha UK  goesrmmiant, which
supporied the resolution, desoribed
Ehe mgregmint as "truly histarc”

“In the spaca of just arg human
litetime, we kawve cCaused
urimaginabée damage [0 the global
anyiranment, chiking evary singhs
part of tha glabal aopan with plastic
pellution,” 4aid Lord Za¢ Gokdemllh,
QeveErnment minizter for
Iflernaranal envirsnmeant.

“Arsd plthoegh there s much o be
dones paw to bum it inke an ambitious
and far-reaching treaby, we can now
Begin to-dede ths ugly chagber. ®

Facts on plastic:

It*s thought more than free Ellicn
piecas of plastic aro in the world's
ao=ans, which cam take vEars o
oreakdown

Each year, 400 million aneas of
plastic is produsced and 405 of that
&5 single-iuma - plastic orly used ancn
Belom: ib's thrown pway

Mare tPan gight milllon onmes of
plastsc enkeds the werld's - cosans
each year and most of that escapes
from knd

Mot sl plastic can Ba repcled,
eithar because of the way it's made
ar because iU's (o0 Expenshe ar
i ol to oo s

Animals ar lasd or & sea can be
harmed by plastic. They can get
trapped in camier Bags ar fosd
peckaging or misiake plastic far

raliglonists wera wantonly
destroved or burrsed dicdsm

"About 2,500 Chrigtian  schoois
and othar sacred places of laarning
were #is0 affected,

*In the first past foer marths of
2024 ar lan ba Aprii; the nerber af
Christians killed and those
abducted had rigen Lo an estimated
300 and 1000 respeackivesy,

"I &l [hesa, Boepue, Platepw and
Southern Kaduna have steadily
remained the worst hit sincg June
2015; to tha extent Ehat in tha past
fomr woars or 20X o XX the
three stateg had okt nol &g than
24,000 parsgns on a yearly average
al 2000 dusthe,”

The organisation sdded that
“lihadist Fulani Herdsmen,
dargerousty appmmodated in the
three States ower the years have
alsg sejred, lsilamised and
Islprmicoly reramad mare  than
300-400 upreoted indigenods
Christian communities since Jung
201% and wprooted end displaced
aver 1000 eommuinibies,

*Today, Benue State accounts for
at least 2millicn Cheistian 10Ps -
with husdrecds ol thousamds of
athers fouwnd In Plateau and
Soutrern Kaduna.”

The report roled that "Release
Internatianal, & respscted LI ngb-
for=pmofit grovp  promating  the
Interrational Freedom of Religon
ar Belal &nd fanng for  the
perseculad Chriskians n NI]I':'FHIHEI'!]
m its April 22, 2024 slatemenl,
conisemined strorgly sabdiers af the
Migeran military for opening fire
with Fve bullets at studants of the
University of Jos ﬂ'rlIE'S“I"-Q anmacks
agoEsl villages by Jikddish Fulsm
herdeman allowed by soidisrs o
DDE!"EITEFTEEH" without chakanoga,

*The students' protest folowed
recent  indmcnminate  kibing of
deferaeless Christians leading Lo
deakth of more than 40 betwesn 1zt
and 1Bth of April I024 in
Christiarn/nivensity  commenities
located in Bokkes and Mangu in
Plateau State; during which solters,
af the Higerian milktary reportedly
kaak side and allowed the Japdist
Fulan| herdsmen D wretk havols
despite  having oeen  sevarally
alerted anesd of the lihacist
atiscks

"in the enciing shootinge,
saldiers reportedly shot désd scores
al students and maundsd athers"

Sahara Reparters
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MAMNCIT

I, Treesty knowin as MISS
MARCIT JAMES, nowmish th be
known and acdressod as MRS
MAMCIT ANDREW KNANDAUL.
& former doosments  remaRn
yakd, Al congerrad autfarites
and tre ganemnd pebiic to lapss
sy Nt

|, fommerty Ercem as B
MAMWOR, now wish o be
Enown and addrasaed as
HDANGUM MAMNWOR. Corect
date of birth Is 12751972 nal
Fia{ L9a7, Al lorrar docymants
remaln  waid, Al corcermesd
aLnnnDes @l e geenel
Public Svould phease., ke note

Change of Name

1, formerty known os WAKFI P,
SHANGTOKMWA, now wish to|
! |be knowes
ELIZABETH EH.ﬂHE'I'ﬂHI-I'I\'ﬁ:
TREARUCHI |
guithaditied  and the  gérerall
Pt c Hodd please take aote

Al coreernsd |
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I, fermerdy keown as JOSHULA
BAWA GOFWAN, mow wisnto
sl addressed A
RAHAR TOMGS JOSHUA, Al
former documesnts remaim vadd,
Al concemed aothodtes and
e genecsl piihile shaidd pledse
[sh ngn

F-i' conceEmed pathoribes and the

. farmeriy Enown O%
naow wikh W be known  and
ddressed a2 MANDI LADI
WANTL, COnadl Jdae ol Earlhi
OL.OL-L%4H] nat OLfOiL 1955, Al
formres dosumenls resnain valhd

amsRl puEblc shauld gleess takae
OTHE

MWANTIRI DALYOP GASAT,||
(ISRAC MALESHESH. now wish to

e

B, DHTRETy Rided & HMARTHA
Digah 3 sdElfirksed 48
MARTHA FACHARIA LOMS
iharmer documends remain sk, All
cofienid  asthirXis and khe
gencral pahlc choadd plogce Sae
nels

DAVID

[, formerly known as AVID
CEHRISTIANA PATRICH, now
migh bta be Rreowm and sdcressed
i DAVID CHRISTIANSA DALA.
All former documencs ramalin
valid, Al comoerned autkarilies
and e geienl pubile 1o please
Tadl Node

1. formiary knomn &5 YKL B
MUFSTAPHA ADAMU, nos wen
0 B Enown and acdpassad as
ALT MUSTAPHA ADAMU. &l
former documents resain vabd
Al concerread  authositas and
the geres! poblc plesse take
nobe

INTERE

fairediily  ofsain as RETA
LERETA, nomw wisy bo be konown
and aodoessed as INTERE
MAMLE JOHN. All former
doturmens dfamdn wald &l
oeftdrratil dubhinbad dnd tha
geners pamsic should please teke
nike

., Forrsrky Eromn A SANI
JOFHUSA, now wizh B b Engeen
and addressed as  JOSHAULAY
SANI SHANGAM. Comect dabe
of berth I OF/DLSL9ET okl
[ilrdinle RS 1] Al Former
donsnents remaln walid. Al
corcemed sgbhartied aed Ehe
general pubkc &0 plEase  Lake
reoine

MUDUUTDAT

[, TeFmarly Enawn as
LONGEIEM ERICA AMNYEN,
noa wich &t bo known and
addressnd MUDUUTDAT
ERTCA LOWGZEM, All former
documarks remain walid, 8l
mncerngd agthoribss and the
general pubilc 10 plesse take
noe

I, farmarly known as
EMMANUEL CHIDIEBUBE
DXRIE, noaw wish 1o he Ersam
and addressed &5 MES.
IBRAHINH DORIS.
CHIDTEBLURE Al Termes
gotuments meman wals, Al
oonoennd authorfies ad O
ganes pulblic [8 DRxte Taka
(iK1

SEKYEN

[ tormesty Engwn 26 SEETEN
KATHRINE DALY, now wish to
be known and sddreszed o
SEKYEM FITKA. Ajl formeos
documents  meman  wald. Al
roncemad avthonbies and the
giraeral pobic shoubd  plobsk
LAk fole

ATAM

I, formany mowm a5 ATAM
DAVIZ AEAN, noaw wish o be
knowen and sddresses o= ATAM
DAVID AKOME. All feemar
dofumems s wvalaol Al
DOoN g SlIfesrmlies afad i
genedl publc wheeld  pledse
LEk e e

I M s KNoWwn as &u

BACHUK, now wish 0 be
kricwm  mnd  addrismad s
DOMSHAK AMINU
DACHUK. All Foermar
fdecpmants ramain walid Al
fooncarnad afhoeities and the
general pubsc showld please
Laks Note

I, Tormeely known as PAM
MARTHA ADAMU, row wikh
to b known and addressed as
ADAMU MARTHA

DORATHY. All * Formsar
docurmesnis remein walid. A
concerned authories and the
perpmral publc should plepie
tHkE rote

WILLIAMS

TIMOTHY

I, TaFmarly Enowd ai
WILLIONS TIMOTHY now
wich [0 ba Emoma @i

piddidded 5: WILLIAMS
TIMOTHY, Correct dake= al bith
B 15081907 ot 240047 19E]
all - former documerts rermain
vald. Sl concarfad dutkecilies
ard the general public should
pleace [ake noke.

1, formerly Enown &%
TIMOTHY DOMYIL, now wesh
o be krowan anc addressed as
TIEOTHY MIEL DOMYIL. A5
formar dorumsnts  remain
walid, AR renoemed authoriies
aod the general pullic should
pleass tace nabs.

BIATRUS

[, Tormearly Enown
BEATHICE JOSHAUA, row
wigh o he EAcwn aid
addressed a5 BIATRLUS DAYI
JOEHUSA., AlIl Tormsmer
documents remain valid, &l
comcerned authoritics and the
peneral public should plessa
take nole

2§

:

i1, formerly Enown as
|ENWUEME EMELD& OLUCHL
illuw wigh i b knost 2nd
faddressed a5 ALT EMELDA. Al
farmer decumants reman vl
All conoemed authorgies ang
thim gunecsl pubdic chopld plesss
Eabre meoba,

1,
BAANKWAP, wish to
siabe that iy coirect date
of birth &= 16th May, 2005
not LEth May, 1999 a
former  dooaments  remain
ypid. Al concermed pgbarties
and tha ganara| puldic i plaass
take rotn,

STEPHEN JOSEPH

SALIHLU

I, formerly khaown a3
SALIHU ABDULLEHE, fow
wigh o e Engen and adirgscagd
a5 SALTHUF MHUHAMNMAD
ABDULLAHL. Correct dote of

birth % 5£1€f51971 not
GRS 1i1eT2, All former
dosumans reman ikl all

DenieTasd scbhanilies sid the
general public to pieste Eake
nee

YAKLUBU

[, formerty known as SIMI
MANCHE MAMCY, 10w wisli
ter b keirvirarr dne el reni g
YAKUBL STHI VELDET, All
former doouments - rernain
walid. Al concerned
suthorities and the gensmal
pubyss Lo plapse akencha,

i, fermeriy known as
YOHANMA PATIENCE
KASSANG, now sl (0 D
known and addressed
HANDOM PATIENCE
KASSAWMG., A1 former
documenks reman s, an

cimcemed  aukhortes mad ihe
s U LD rheasE 1akE N

DAVID

I, farfnerly kroesm A DAVID
SALOMI HARUMA, now mish
{0 Be known arsd addressed a8
IDAVID SALOMI MNANFE.
Correct date of birth s
I'Ein'W-'E']'EIE ot 2154519595,
Al former documsenls remain
wvalid, all concerned
authoribes and the gonoral
Uiz b pleasa take note

; formesty knpan o= AYLEEA
RUTH, now wish bo b= knowmn
argd. asdoressed as RUTH
YAYOCK AYUBA. All forror

documents reman valid Al
concemed authonties and the
gindral public v plaaee Rl
nife

UDE
1, Tormerly KHrnown %

ONYEKWELY RITA IFEDMA,
Mo wiEh o bE kwown and
adcdrassed as UDE RITA
IFEOMA. Al formier Soc uments
remiin  walid All candemed
aulFaarites amd = geEneral
i F s 13 sl Tl Pl

HAMZAT

L, formedy knowe ax HAHZAT
KABIRL AEUBAKAR, now
wikh to be Wnows and
addressed a3 HARZIAT
KaBIAU ABUBAMAR, All
formar doeu mats remain waid.
Al concamad authoritios and
the gecesrnl publicho please Eake
nohe

BADUNG

|, Parmisrly kioswin s BADMENG
SARAH, norw wish b0 B knrain
anl  adiecssd dk BADUEE
SARAM woOUu &l fnrmer
doporrents raman vakd, Al
corEmed dulforiflss andl fhi
general publc be please take
note

GLORIA

[, formeady known & GLORLAS
GUWOR PETER, now wish 1o
be known end addressed ae
GLORLA GUWOR GECQRGE. &)
farmer doduments  rEmain
velid, All concerned authorkies
and the ceneral public to pleass
L&ke nale

[, formmerky Hniow 35 EMMANLUEL
LARABA ALI, ENMAMUEL
LARABA OIOCHIDE, foe wish
to be knoen and acdresced as
LARARA QIOCHITE FHATE, A0
forrar documenks romais vaid
Al concerred authorities end e
general mob bic fo plesse Dake nobe.

LARABA

BULUS

[, formardy kowm as BULODS
ITSE MUSA now wish to B
knopmn pngd aderessed pn
BULUS AJANG EMMAMNLUEL.
Al forrer OoCumeEeE PR
valid s Cast Tracilons!
Copncl and tha oeraral public
10 gl B Do niphe

L, formerdy knomn as H‘l'll'ml'l|

MNANTA NATHANIEL, maw wish
b e known and addressed
pESOHNAN NANFA MANIING.
All Tofmeef OOCLPMERLSE  FEMEn
vadid, Al coroemed acdhorniiie
and the gendrad pubic [0 pleass
laki. frale.

to b=

krown and acdmessed
arHNANABUP MARYOM

HMAFUYASH, All Tormear
cocurraEnis remain o valia. A8
conoamed aukhortthes and thae
pereral public to pleass beke
FFe

JOEL

l, Termery Enompn a8 JOEL
NANKYER, mw wnh b be
APt S0 addeesiad a8 JOEL
HANKYER FUMSHIMN. ool
wiste of Dartis 15 3150 July 2001 . AB
Anrmer docsmienks remain vaid.
Al comoerned autharities and e
baeneral public b plesse

T

Farmerly kngwn a8
HANNATU JOSEPH DAYA,
noa wish to be known and
addr=se=: @3 JOSEPFM TITI
TITUPS. AF forrner cocuments
resmiain valid, Al comdRmed
anrhaorities and the geneml
publicko please bl note.

I, formedy koosen pe . Sl
IADAM, row wish to be know
and  addressed a5 BALE
[ADAMU. A lorser dedarrwn
remidin wsid Al conteme
auchornbes ard the gesersl publid
1o ol G B L ol el

MERCY

I, tormerty krows 35 KWASHE
ADAMU BERCY, now wish ko be
known arst addressed as WERCY
ADAMU KWASHI. Ul Former

douments remain wadd, Al
concgroed  dhariied aid the
nerarad pobdc D pRaEs Cake
note.

BETENI

1. formery known as BETEMI
ERIMIYA DANBAKT, sww wish
tr b known and addressed a5
BETEND INIMI¥A DANBAKL,
Corredt dabe of rth Is 7/B/ 1983
nat B4 ERE3. AN Pormgd
doruments remain walld, Al
cooerred  authomtiey and tha
penera puble o please ke
frobe

1, lanmerty nown &5 ANIANG
ECWINA SAHSON, now wish o

B krcewe and Rddeeassed &g
DAMTANG ED'WINA LAFKANG,
Al Trne  (DEuMants e
wald. il coroesmed sthonbies
and the genemi publc to pleas=
Lk e

farmeriy
DAGURLUM GODFREY,
wish 10 be known gnd Sddregged
24 MAANKANG DADANG. &
former dacuments remain valid

LnNown a

glil |

Al concerned authoriies and
the generl publi; (e pieass [ake
rnakn

I, Ty kdawn as SARATU
ISHEHU MASHO, nove wish [0 ba
Ertdgma 400 addrdssdd @5
EHEMHU EARATLU
OLUWATOYIN, 4N former
documends  memasn valite
cnciaimad authadities and tho
gonaral putiic W plase teRe
I

AN LUBA

1, Fermarly krown &8
DANTANG BEAUTY, now wish
e B enoem and addresed &
AYUBA BEAUTY, all faimer
docurments mmain wadd. Al
concamed authorities and the
general pubSc o please take
NDte.

JAMILA

[, Tormerly kagmn as JAMILA
ANUDAKAR MIKAIL, now miss
b3 b knowrs and addresieg a5
MMILA IREAHIM AHMAD.
All fermer deoumenis remain
valid. Al concermed suthoritiss
ard the gereral poilic to pleass
b iniy b

QDuMU

1. formerdy knowmn as DDLUELD
PATRICIA AJUMA now waks
to == imown and sddressed as
ODUNU PATRICIA A, A&l
former dotgmants  remain
wakid, Al roncernesd authorities
argl the generml pebic 1o pleass
Ed k= nif e

——r

Forrmry et gy OIIGED
QFEPH, nos wisk b2 B8 known
and asddressed 25 NGWLU
JOSEPH OZIOKO. AN Tommer
EJLEI.I'IF!"L‘. remsn Akl Al
ronremed  sagthorfies  ped
r-:|~:'.'|:~|-.|I|:|u:Ii\:||:||:|l:ﬂ-c'|:al-.-:r'n:r:r:.

e

HALWA

I, foresarty known as HAUWA
HUHAMBMAD TAHIR, now wmah
0 be aroam s Bdfreseed s
HUHAMMAD HAUWA
THARUIHA, &N *omeer documents
remain walid. Al concemed
authorities and the general public
10 phERds ToeE oole.

DO GO MM AL M

I, Tarmorly Hnown aE
DOGOPNMALAN EHADIIAT
DANIEL, nowm win (o be imow
arc oddressed as DOGONMALAMN
EHADLIA DAMIEL. Corsct dene
ol bewh iz oSMDETLRES. S o
documems remain walkd,  Steding
| Bsarii, Migera P, ol cancen
%.l'.th!l’!i\.“i aad the ganesd public
Ptz plesce fake ot

LINUS

i1, farmarty knoswn as LTNUS,
IPOMN, now wish to be known
land addressed ac LINLE,
:'i]'l:lHH ADAJE, AN Former
jdncuments ramain valld, A
EL-:n-:eme: authorites snd the
|

, Tormsprty hreran as MOHN
MAS, raw wish b 2
nown -amd Bddresi=ad ps
HOMAS DAMIUMA, &1
pamaT  defumenits |u|'||.7|i|'i
ralld A1l comcerned
ulfeilned amd the genaras
ublic o please ke Aol

I, Termady known &2 ROEE
ANMEA SUNDAY, now mish 1o
Be knamn and sddressed as
MOSE AamMYA AZT, All Porrmer |
docurmenls remadn valid. Al
coneemed aubhorities and the
genaral public W plkase take
note

e

. fomedy  lnasn aH
QUIEEN ESTHER DLUWASEY
Moy WISN [0 O ENSAT AN

afdrasend an AMHOSE FUEE
ESTOIMR EIRKIEL. &l forme
dorumenks reman  valid, 1]

conoamod  suthorties sad  thy
pendral puislic o phess take noee.

L. armety ¥ cir o2 HUDODR
HWANELR, mow wsh o bae
known  and addressed as
HWAMNEUR AUDU KUDOR. 89
Toirsier didumranii revnain willd
All cergermd dothanbes ardd the
gederil puble o fepse lsue
noteE;

general public to please sake
nobe;

!I. formerly knaven 05 LAMWANG

HIUSTIMA, now wisn to be known

fand addressed as AMOS

BIUSTIMA, Corect dote of birth
Be 15-2-1985, A&l Former
Al

daciamanis remain valig
Eun wnnE mithoribes angd Ehe
bp=neral publc o pleaie bake

[; Tormerly Enown &3
GOHODNESS YOHANKNA
NEEEMW, noiw wisk bo b ke
and adoressel as JUGU
GODODMESS GYWANG. &l formes
goouments remaan  vald Ad
onamed  aohirhes afd e
geasrsl pubbc En plaace Sk

DAKAT

I Farmerk known &% GYANG
L¥OP LUKA row wsh to be
kmown and #Edreseed 8
REEAT LYOP AMOS, ay
fprmar documents remain salid,
jall concernad agsherities and
thv gorseral pabdic bo pleacs bako
e

KATYTL

I, Mrmaily ki a6 TABDOK
MUTTEPR, now mis io be knasn
and addrepsed & HATYIL
AFININI AYUBRAR, Al forrer
datumants femen walE all
concumid  ssiforboed and the
ganaral pubic to plasE Take
nipe,

| frate nabe.

I, Poemmerty knmn &5 NICHOLAS
NASKMCHIN PANCHIN, now wish
il D2 RN oned DOOrCSSEd af
YILOWING MTRACLE DAMAR, &1
Tormniey dOCManty FEaE vaid.
(5T Bank, ol monosTei suRfordiey
E~d the cecsiml publt I mmasa

I, Tormarly Enown as
MOHAMMED ESTEHR LOVE,
nom wish o be knomn and
addrescod ac ATEEN KUSHIN
ESTHER. All formner documents
rerun welid. AN comcernaed
bulkorimied ot bha  guianal
puble b pheass e note

!I fofmorly kiewn ac METER

HNANTA, mow wish b b knoen
%;nu:- addrggsed an PETER
MANYA COMFORT. A1 formes
kﬂ:‘tJﬁEﬁE rermgin wahd, Al
feoncerned authontes and the
general pubfc 1o ploase  taéa

[ nete.
L
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MUTFWANG COMMISSIONS METRO TIN CITY BUSES

Plateau State Governor, Caleb Mutfwang, yesterday commissioned the Revamped Tin City Metro Bus Initiative st the Government House Chapel
premises, Jos

Governor Mutfwang (middle) putting heads with the General Manager,
Plateau Riders, Samuel Gwot (right), and the Deputy Governor, Ngo
Jasephing Piyo

From left to right, General Manager, Tourism Corporation, Chuwang
Pwajok, Ganeral Manager, Plateau Riders, Samuel Gwot, former Minister,
Sarah Reng Ochekpe, Chalfrman, Plateau State Infernal Revenue Service,
Jim Pam Waeyas, and the Director-General, Platesu Printing Press,
Sunday Rogo

President, Plateau State Traditional Cowncll, His Royal Majesty, Da Jacob
Gyang Buba, Ghong Gwom Jos (left), fanked by other members of the

%

FHOTOS: DaMNLAD DU

Barr, Nasiry Goshi, party chieftain

Sen, Jonah Dawid Jang (right), putting heads together with the Speaker,
Plateau State House of Aasembly, AL Hon, Gabrisl Dewan

General Manager, Jos Metropolitan Development Board, Arc, Hart Bankat
{standing ), for rounded by members of the State Executive Council

BN

Secretary to Government of the State, Arc Samuel Jatay (middie ), with Hon. Dickson Chellon of Barkin Ladi and Dr. Adamu Aliyw of Jos North

the Special Adwviser on Spacial Duties, Rt. Hon. Istifanus Mwansat (right ),
and the Director-Gemeral, ICT, Dominic Datong

North, members of the State House of Assembly, paying homage to royal
fathers
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IMAGES

MUTFWANG COMMISSIONS METRO TIN CITY BUSES

Plateau State Governor, Calab Mutfwang, yesterday commissioned the Revamped Tin City Metro Bus Initiative at the Government House Chapel

General Manager, Flatesu HRiders, Samuel Gwot (feft), with the Asharuwa dancers entertaining dignitaries
Commissionear of Transport, Jatau Davou Gyang

S u L
Director-General, Plateaw Printing Press, Chief Sunday Rogo (left], with
the General Manager, Tourism Corporation, Chuwamg Pwajok Ayuki Prwaspo

PHOTOS: DANLADI DK

T— 3 . &

§ = -
Han. Dachung Musa Bagos (left). Agwom Izere, Isaac Wakili, and the Head of Ciwil Sarwvice, Barr. Rauta Dakok (right], with the ALGON
Miskhaham Mwaghaww!, Da John Hirse Chairman, HamisuAnani of Wase LGC
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Hon. Pam Nuhu

DUSU BOT

he family of late Hon. PAM NUHU DUSL BOT
remermbers with love cur Daddy, Grandfather,
Brother and Uncle who passed on 36 years ago
{May B, 1988). You left 3 vaccum that is still difficult bo
Fill,

Palitically in Plateawu and Migeria you left gaod prints on
the samds of time. For the Berom MNatlon, vou were a
force to reckon with.

Late Hon. PAM MUHU DUSU BOT, was borm In the
vear 1934, in Fan Districl  of Barkin Ladi  Local
Government Area. He aflended the SUM Elementary
Schaood Fang fram 1945 to 1947 He proceeded to SUM
Middie School Gindirl in 1948 to 1951, where he did his
Middie Schoals Cartificate in the year 1952, He taught a=
a Probaticnary Teacher with the Sudan United Mission.
He attended the SUM Gindéri Teachers' Training College
between 1953 and 1934, where he successfully
compieted the Grade 111 Teachers Certificate Course, On
completian, e was employed by the then Sudan United
Mission, British Branch now COCIN in 1955 to 1956 and
taught at Kuru and Foron respactively. In 1957, be went
back to SUM Gindin Teacher's Training College for the
Grade I1 ar Higher Elementary Teachers” Certificate
{HETC), and resumed teaching again under the same
ceganization at D,

(in the 26" Movember, 195% to 1966 he was appointad
Migeria's Alternate Delegate to the [ntermabtional Tim
Council, which he participated m drafting the Second
nternaticnal Tin Agreement under the auspices of the
Linit=d Mations in Mew York Clby in 1960, From 1961 to
1967, he served the then Jos Mative Administration in
variaus capacities. He served as @ member of the
General Purposes Committee, Chalrman Establishment
Committes, Chalrman Fimanoe committes, Chalrman
Tenders Boprd and also first Cheirman of Jos Local
Education Authority.

Between 1967 and 1979, hke was emploved by the
Amalgamated Tin Mins=s of HNigerla, as & Distrct
[ndustrial Relations Cficer amd the ATMM Ltd. He
attended courses in Industrial Relabions and personnel
Managaerment,

In 1979, e was elected inko the Plateau 5tate Houss o
Azsembly representing Barkin Ladi North Constituency,
comprising of Fan, Foron and Heipang Districts on the
platform of Migeria People’s Party { MPP].

Continwe torest in peace at Jesus' Feat,

Left to mourm him are; children, grandchildron and
great grandchildren, among wham sne
Hsephinge Lea Thrahim-Unibsd Kingdam
Chundung Caleb
Salome K. Ameh
Casot N, Bot
Hangyarg N, Bat-Juth
Lwiding M. Bot
Christlana Tanze
Asabe Sunday- Juth
Crusie M. Bot
2ong M, Bok-Late
vickoria Jonathan-Mig Standard
Simi B. Daji-State Secratariat
Rwang M. Bot-Late
Chaollom N, Bot
Sister Mgo Garos Wurim
Brother Da Francs Tok-Bot

Signed:
Josephine Leo Ibrahim
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Politics

Prioritise safety, welfare of
journalists, says Oyo senator

Firart MUSLIVIREEN ACRERATD,
Thadan

CHAIRMAN, Senake
Cemmitiee on Electoral
Matters, Barnsber Sharalacesn
Aboden  All, has enjoised
goverraments at all vels and
media progrietoes to prargdse
the  salety ard welfare af
journalists in their
rgankEations.

4k, who reprasents Ovyo
South  Senatorial Districk on
thee platforrms of Al Prograssives
Congress - (ARC), mada this
appeal while felicitating with
media  practitioners on the
cocasion af this vear's Warld
Priss Fraedam Dy,

The eemakar, ir & sbabameard
made available bo faumalists
recently, adwocated For @
better welfare packasge and

FUBLIC NOTICE

Alrioghen

gafety af

nistionwide.
&, in the statemant signed

PLEEDAZ |5 n 1he poisession
ESTHER UKPOMNG

it s

Take notice that the Right of Dcospancy Demificate Mo. PL
S84 in the name of MR, GRAND UBDNG
CHRISTOPHER (labe). The said Right of Dooupancy Me.

Thie Ministry of Land Sisrvey and Town Planing 1os Platesu
State and the oenerml public should e mote,
&ny parsan fal purchasn D said prapary do s al his/har

Sigred: MAS. CHRISTOPHER ESTHER UKPONG

of MRS. CHRISTOFHER

CHANGE OF NAME

OCHEME

[, Tormssrly kEnomn &8 MISS
JFOSEFH ANGELA OMYEKA,
nos wish to be mown and
addresssd & OCHEME EME
ANGELA. Al Tormer
doturments remain vasd. Al
Conoemsed authrities and tha
general publc should plexse
take roke.

1, formmardy known @5 DAMNIEL
ELISHA, row wi=h o be knomn
andl  addseisad as ELISHA
DAMIEL FRANCIS. Al foomer
decymants  memain valide Al
concermed asttwrites and ghe
gererm| pullic should plegse
take note.

ISHAKLU

1, farmerdy knomn 59 ISHAKU
SOHYES, now wah o ba
known &nd addressed as
ISHAKU CHELD WETGWAN,
Al former documiants  reTain
walid. Bll conoemed suthonbies
and [ha ganeral publd should
olrase tabe node

1, fammady known as PEACE
TOMCZUM HARKUS, naw wish
te B knawn and addressed a3
FPEACE TOMNGRIANG
HARKUS. Afl dformer
decuments remain walid. Al
corieErned SdPfanbes and the
perenl public should plessa
Eaice nobs

journallscs

by his Specal Adviser on
Media, Akeem Abas,
aEKﬂDnlE{II]Ed the - pheotal
rale  journalsts played o
uphohding democracy ard
fstering fransparency.

The |awmakear Romaver,
auprassed feep concam for
the safety of journalists as

they go about thelr
orofessanad wark,
He called for an

anvironment where
|curreits cowld work: freehy
withiout Fear of ntimidation
ar harm, saving that & was

gssential far the
preservation of pregs
Mressdom.

"l sdwscate Far kBetter
welfare and safety af
Journalists  nationwide  as
thay poelebrate the 2034
Werld Press Freedam Day
arsd EI:EI'I-'.'I'A'I-EA'.'IQE the pheatal
rile  |Journadisis  piay  In
uphphding damocracy and
fostering transparench,” the
Lavwimiaker sakd,

From
IAMEDL JOSEPH, Lokoja

THIRTEEN esfirgnmis guswing
for the chairmanship postion
of the poposition People's
Camecratic -Party (POP] has
rejected the purported
endorcement of one M
Enemona &Anvebe &=
carmersus candidate.

Our  chrsspondent  reports
that a committen comprising
former governors and marty
lgadors A0 anEOrsed Anyehe
25 DONSENEUS candulase for the
chairmanship position

The sposesperson, Forurm of
Eag Srate PO Chaimanship
fspirants, Andwa  |[smaila,
while brasfing fournalists in
Lokojs on the dewekpmient,
gaid the purpofbed
endaraement of Mr Anyebe as
the corsersus candidats was
Elatantly false, miskeading and
only existing In Eha
imagination of their spensors.

[smalleg sald: "It has
thersfors become Imparative
to Issue this mebuttad 5o that
Eme unsuspecting public and
particularly our POP
supparters aad mErders B
el Mgk, misguided and 22d
Sdumnm.

"W sale tmal, & the soenlly
aktended mesting of Kogl East
critical stakeholders Fheld st
Lokodis an Mondey 29 Aprl
2024, the Elders Baviaw
Feport on Zoning which was
presented on theair boha® and
far which none of thie & Elders
attended was outrightly

PDP aspirants reject
consensus candidate

far shart of the witial Zoaing
tommittes repart bed by Hen.
Toem Zakan, Our postion has
HOT changed.

"We the aspirants hawe rot
delegated our postion to any
Elder to Camss for on pur
behsl nor are s ready to do
iogaing forward. A ConEanEE
randidate can only be arrived
at oy all e 13 asprants
disnussing and agresing with
apch atherand nok the Eldars ®

He added that the POP

Eadership in the state wnoer

rejected especially o the ingue Damagim

of the Bldern going oubsice
thedr mandate o scunce for
and nominaste cne Mr, Anyeba
Freamy Olsrnabsarg,

Wi the chairmanrship
aspiranis spoke thircugh our
spokegpersan Mr,  [smaila
Aruves which = me al tha
meeting and advecated for an
outright  rejection of the
Beview report which even fell

MA"AM

1, formery bnosn 25 JIBA
RINRET MA'AN, now wish
i b ko and pddressed as
MA“AN RINRET. All ferngr
cocumendts memain vabid. K0
eancerrigd auiBanbin and Uhs
genernl pubic should plesss
taks naobe

MEANLDARM

I, farmariy Known as
WILLIAMS HASSANA
MANIA, now wish o b= kaown
and addresed 2z MAMNDAM
HASSAMA EIEKIEL- L
Farmmey documants mamsin wakd
Al confermed  aulhoriies and
I geangral puble shoud plasss
take nobe.

L formerdy Enown. o5 TESHUA
JIARIN JIBCy, cprm sl §O IS
kv el addriesed as SALE
JIBRIN YUSHUA. Correctdabe of

pirth 15 Q@L/ALM 1955 ool
F L L2542, Al farmes dogarenis
remaln  valid, Al concesaad
aulfeites and the general pubic
shoid please. akenob:

REMGNOCK

1, Tormerly kEpgwn @s
RENGNOCK HANATU HODT, |
resw wish B0 be knawn .ar-:I:
addredged a3 RENGNOCK|
HANATL MATHEW. All
farmer daouments  remain
walid. &l conoerned suthorities|
gnd the peneral public should!
Pease take note.

ASHAWAT

I, Tormerly Emomn &8
AWANDAEM HAPPY MARK,
now wWkh o bl bBnoven and
addrasind @6 ASHAWAT
ACHUEBE &LAKWAN. Al
farmer doouments remain valid
All concerned Juthorities and
the general puindis should plaaga
takanals,

EMMANUEL

I, formery Enown 25 NYAM
EHMAMWEL, row wish 1o ba
known and sddressed as
EMMANUEL DAPIYA
MAMNKUL. all farmer
gocuments sermain wabd, Al
cercerned authorities and the
genersl pubbs shaikd  pesss

I larmarly kroswn bs @Y ANG
MARY DUNG, ndw wish 10
he kmown g addracsed 38
PAM MARY MUSA, Al
formes  documents  reman
whlid., &ll concernad
authorities and The oEneal
public sBould please ke
ok,

I, rarmerly Eknawn as
DAMIEL MARY, now 'wish o
e bncavn and addeessed as
PAM HMARY MUSA. 0|
foemer documents  remain
valld, All eofRcernad
autharfies and the general
malie;  shoudd phapce  [ake
npte

LILVECA

1, formerly krown as DUAFUR
FLORENCE, now wiss to be
kngwn ord pckiresded ax LLEKA
FLORENCE. Al Tarmees
documents reman  valid, Al
conoened authonties s the
guieral peble shocld paas.
2 Parla,

[, formarly knowr A3
MOMNDAY DORCAS DANG,
noM wish o b knewn and
pddressed os DABUK
CORCAS DAMIUMA. Al
foermer  dorysmants  remain
valid, All concerred: authorities
and the geneal pubic shoud
b s Lanks St

YILBISSA

I, formarly known ag
YILBASS5A DANIEL
DORMWAKAT, rnow wish 0
be kraown and addressed as
YILBISSA DANIEL
DORMWAKAT. & conoerned
autharitiss and the gerecal
pelilic should  please fake
i,

EUNICE

1, formary krioeen as DAYIL
ELNICE DAE, now wish ta ke
Brown and addressed &3
EUNICE SHITAK DAYIL. A1
camcerresd suthoriies and the
general puEtC shipuhd pfegsse
fakenote

GEOFREY

I, fermarty knon a5 JOFREY
CHRISTIANA NWANCHI,
resy wish fo e knoaen arg
addressed as GEOQOFREY
CHRISTIAMA MWWANCHI.
Al former doouments remam
wald. All concerned asthortias
and the general pubic shouid
Eiiirhif [l NG

South West

Senator Danfumsd La'a &%
chairman and Sanabar PElp
Gyurics &f fecretary, had not
pul in place= or actovefed any
process among the 12
aspiranés for the purpose of
armiving at & Cconsensus
candidate.

Thia 13 aggrieved aspirants,
mowevear, resolved thet e
Ieadarship of the party shauld
create a level playing ground
far all asgirants vyng far the
POP Chairmanship positian in
the stale

PDP leaders

meet over Ondo election

SOUTH-West leacers of tho
Pecples Demacratic Party
fPDP] el wEslerday  in
Ibadan, the Oye Stabs capital,
to strategise ahesd
Mevember's gevernorship
edaction inOmda State.

Tha Mews Agency of Mgeria
CNAN] reposts that the
mesting, Rosted by Governar
Syl Makinde of Oyo Stabe;
wos held ot the Presdential
Lodge, Government  House,
agodi, [badan

Aodressing journalsts ab the
end of Ehe  mesting, Mr
Makinde disoosed thal the
party  leadesy’ Carmergemta
opened up the process of
recondling PDP members n
Oineo State.

He added that the FOP family
nad begun f0 SpEak Wikh ong
WiDE

According tahim, (% party's
Gdverrathip candidate i the
Mavemaer alsction in Onda
State, Agbootas Ajay, and
cihers: would team up bo
ensire the party sxcels at the
election

The gavermar sald all PDP
|eaders and stakehalders from
seross  the s South-Wesk
stabes were behind Mrfjapi.

He expressed optimism that
the perty candidabe  wowsd
reclaim Onda Stede fram the

Al Progrecoves  Comdress
(APCTL
With gur lesdess fram

mrass the South-West behisd
eurcandidate in Ondn State, 1
thenk & a strong signal fo the
prasent accupsar of Tha Ondp
Stabe Governmer] House thal
POP & corveng and b will
hBppen.

"Cur candidate, Mr Agbaala
fusapl, 15 here end the first step

Forward far us i€ 10 recanchs
&l the fendencies in Onda
State,

*This & because onoz  me
have a unified PP in Cnda
aSlkate, vee have 3 path to tha
Alaghaka Government House,
Ak, " v said

Giving details pf ha
mestirg, Gowernar Ademods
Godefeks of Osum State told
joumnalists that the Souih-
Wast PDP came fogather to
delierate onthe affairs of the
party regarding the
forthcoming eledion n Ondo
State.

He sald the Iepaders
congratulated M Ajayi for
wirning the party primary in &
transpargnt  process  thal
shawed the FDP wag a3
damaoratic party Ehal foloeed
due process.

*We also began the
raconclliation procacs,
DaCauss yea Know Soee peopia
are upset and we belleve aur
leaders wil go Dack lome 1o
bring everybody togethen” ha
said.

Thereafter, Mr. Ajayi thanked
Macnde and Adeleke as vaell
& othar POP leadars For thair
sunpeet ahead of thealedion,

According to him, the party
was formidalde in Ondo Skate
&= all members of one family
were working to delfver the
state to the POF fold in
Mavarder

Curremtly, the FRP B In
powsEr in Bwe ool ol e s
sLabés in the regen - Oyo and
Dsun.

The rest - Oquin, Ondo, Legos
and Etiki - are bring gowarned
by A Progressives Congress
(OPC ) JovETnors,
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Ghana man hugs 1,123 trees
in an hour for wnrld record

A Ghana man studyirg .an.-sl:.rr in Alabama set a world

record for mast trees hugged in an hour when he hugged
1,123 trews at Tuskeges Naftional Forest, Photo courfesy of

Guinmess World
| By UPI Staff |

& Ghana man studying forestry
in Alabama sof a workd record for
mest tress hugged in an hour
when he hugged 1,123 trees at
Tuskegee Netional Forest,

Ahubakar Takeru, 29, becams

interesktad inm nature

conservation while growing up in
a farming community in Tepa,
Ghana. Heis pursuing a master's
degree in forestry at Aubum
Linhversity.

The record attempt reguired
that Tahim wrap both of his arms
around each tree In a closa
embrace without causing any

damage to the trees. Mo tres
could be hugged more than
once, requirineg Tahin o move
Quickly betwean each huwg.

Tahiru was fa=ting for Ramadan
at the tirme of his record atbemipt,
which presented another
challenga,

"ot being able to drirk water
throughout the attempt posad a
significant challenge, especialy
given the physical exesthon
required,” he told Guinness
world Records. "Howewer, this
also proved to be helpful in a
way, as there was no need to
paurse for water breaks, allowing
me to continue the atbemot
uninterruptad from start o
finish,*

fvaraging 19 tress par minute,
Tahiru easily surpassad the
minimum requirement of F00
trees b establish the record.

The record raises awareness of
the imporzance of trees and
ervironmental corservaton.

Source: Guinness World
Records

Dancers gather at sunrise for May Day celebrations

| By UPI Staff

CROWES of Morris  dancers
dressed im traditional folkwear
gathesae ab sunrise Aeross the
country to ring in the beginning
of oy,

Performers met as carly as
Sam last Wednesday maming b
merk the dawn of May Day and
observe & pagan [lestival
celebrated for hundreds of
PEArS,

Members of Ehe Leicester
Marris Men werg pictured

braving the misty weather o
dance in front of the Old Jokn
fowar (n ABradgata Park, ag
athers in Glastonbury, Sarmerset
cheered in their al-white
ensembles after the sun had

resen.

Accarding  to the Lelcester
group, the dancing ks “a wery
social activity - it helps o keep
wou fit, itentertairs (orirritates)
the public, It keeps the tradition
alive and, most Impostantly, it s
Fui™,

May Day was a0 CEebrated
on Primrose Hill, London, by
female group The Belles of
Londen City wha perfermed a
Cotswold wvarety of Morris
dancing characterised by
handkerchief and stick props.
The parfarmancs also featured
Batlay, the group’s Hobby Horse,
AaMOnGg the CANCErsS,

Morris dancing Is  typicafy
perfermed in groups of sk or
gight arranged In two lines as

dancers shake white
handkerchiefs and bang =ticks
aigalnak epch ather to the rhythm
of & drem oraccordion,

Dancers wear white save for
colpured badrics [(belts) across
their chests and beli-pads tied
from Eha knes which pravide
their charactenstic sound.

May Day celebrations, closey
linked to the Belane pagan
galabrations, hanour Lthe
beginning of the summer and
was traditionally obsenned 10
bless croos and wildlife.

The festivities often include the
dancing, crowning of a May
quean and performing amund a
miaypabe.

Source: He telegraph

Marris dapcers in Glastonbury, Somerset celebrate the coming of spring CRECIT: Lee Thomaes

Mt. Erebus:

Fountain of Gold,
Heart of Darkness

| By 5AM ANDERSON |

IT burms ok that Mount Eretus
spews & fartune In godd across
gntarctica — 2.1 milion worth
of it per year, aooording b9
reports

You'd struggle to pan |t out of
the Antarctic snow, though. Timy
particles of the voicanized geld
disperse from Erebus up to
1,000 kdometers across Foss
I=land. And tiry means tiny: at
mrourd &0 microns, the gold
flecks are rruch smaller than the
thickrass of & hurman hain

Ctill, Erebus disgorges &0
grama of the precious metal
every day — scattering $6,000
inko the frozen landscape.

It's ane oodity that helps place
Erebus amang the planet’'s mast
distinct wolcanpes. The
farmation, sharing the name
with the Gireak god of darknass,
bursts from the Bpss Ses 1oa
smoklering 3,74m peak Its
gctive caldera feptures a
bubbbng, fluctuating lava lake
that hes erupted constanthy
simce 1972,

Its riches are likely
unextractable, And Its
labyrinthane gas wents may help
researchars understand life on
otherplanets.

Foentain of gold — and 'lava
boerils’

Fhitip Kyle, Professor Emeritus
at the Mew Mexiod Institute of
Mining =and Technology,
logged mare tme an Maunk
Erebis than anyone on Earth
Kyie's 504 axpaditians to the
warkd's southemmeost volcano
have helped produce tolemic
rasearch. On ope effort fo access
the inner crater for sampling, an
explosive eruption Bunched lava
bombs several hundred meters
skyward ard likedy cost him a
*walmut=cized" piece of b brain

But Kyle persisted to become a
de facko Erebis ambassadar, He
explained to BEC Earth Science
b the lake exists &5 a conduit
to the woland's sub-tectonic
Quts,

“Ergbus Is a liwing wolcano
because b breathes, By lacking
gt the lava lake, we're actualy
locking nside the woalcana, t's
like hawing a window In your
chiest &0 you could See vour
heart,” Kyle described.

Vains of exposed magma on
the surface can reach 1,000°C,
But cooler aress can hacbar gald
particles, which travel upward
Fram deep sublterranean
deposits In many wolcanic
events, Most other wolcanoes
me!t these particles during
eruptions — bul Erebus s
differant.

Frigid air could esplain why.
Only seven ofher wclcanoes on

nas

Earth support lava lakes. The
colgest gne i5 Maunt Michasl, an
ge3m outcrop 0 the South
Sandwich  [slands, The South
Sandwiches can be cold, bul nat
like Ergbues. Mearby BcMurdo
station — oy & few reters
above sea level = can reach -
50°C

It's thowght that when the
bracing Antarctic air skims the
schrching surface of Erebus’ fava
lake, the conditions far solid gald
mataralize

Keys tothe cosmes

Erebus’ perpetual off-gassing
doesn't just disperse precious
metals. It alsa creates nebwaorks
of ke cawes, which provide
atoess into s catacomb-like
wEnks.

Fumarolic oz towears, which
form when volcanc gases frecze
galid abt the surface, indicabe
mrtry paints,

*When you just go there for the
first tirme, you don't realize that
virtually under evary ice tower is
& blg loa cave system,” Kiyle said
in the BBC wigeo, adding that
“literally hundreds™ of the
skructures exist on Erebiss,

Far-fetchad enterprises to
mine gold from lava lakes date ko
early colpmdal efforls. Friar Bias
del Castillo earned mixed credit
a5 an edrly walcanglagist for his
attempt to extract sibver and
godd from Nicaragua's Masaya
Volcena in the 16Eh cenbury.
Cashio famously descendad inka
thi caldera inside a baskat with
dublous prospeciing  toofs: a
hamrmern, & Mgk of wing, and &
woodan cross. (The wark was
misguided — the caldera yielded
nio brace of predous metals.)

Ewen ¥ iL were Ieasible [o
coliect the gold micropartices
frem the axpansive Mount
Erabus pdain, tha haul would be
cantraband in about bwo-thirds
of the waorld. The Antarctic
Treaty prohibits “any - activity
relating to mineral resourcas
other than soentfic researdh.”

But Erebius’ walue could still be
astronomicsl — [Rerally. 15 gas
wvents harboar microbial
communities unknown
anywhere else on Earth.
Temperobures can vary up ko
B0°C just 10 cm away from the
went surfaces. Tha life forms that
flourish 1n this outlandish
ecosystem could teach ws what
Lhrives in Lthe fingl frantisn

"Ergbus I siech an axtrems
environment — this cowld
provide imsight into the
possibility of life an a place lke
Mars,” Kvte said. "There's lots of
new technoiogy, so it's time for
the young studs to come atong
ard do something new  and
Interesting.”

Source: Explorerswel,
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Foreign News

Israeli forces seize Rafah,
threatening aids, cease-fire

[SREELE tankd Eeized
cantrol of Gaga's vital Rafah
border crogsing on yesterday
as Isreel brushed off ungent
wearminges: roen clise s and
miwod inko the toubherm ciy
ayen as cease-lire
negatiations  with Hamas
reained on a knife’s edge,

The [srasl Morgy evamight
came after hours of whiplash
in the [srael-Hamas war, wih
the miktant group on Monday
saying It accepted an
Egyptian-Qatart mediated
papge-lirg  propedal  Tormel,
howiwer, insisted the deal dig
ol meet il core demards.

The higf-stakses diplcmaric
meves and millkary
hrinksnanship & & glimemer
af hope alve — If orly barely
— 1or 8 deal Lo bring aft leasl &
pause in the war which as
marked B3 F-manih poait
vasterday, has kilfed more
than 34,700 Falestinisns,

acrording 0 local Realth
afficiads, and has oevasialed
theGaza Strip.

The infersion appeared oo
be short of Che full-Redged
affenswg  imio Rafah  that
[eraed has pranned, and ©was
not irmeediately known i it
wauld Be  expanded, The
looming operation threatens
o widen a rif between [raed
amd fis man backsr, the
Ursted Seates, which spys & s
roncamed ower the fata of

arouwnmd 1.3 millicn
Palestrians crammed into
thecity.

WS, President e Biden

wamed [sraed Prams Minister
Banfaminn Metaryahu Elgill'l-
an Monday against lasnching
an invasion of the oty after
Izrael ardered 100,000
Palastrviany to svacuate Fam
parts of Rafah,

The Ismoll 44015t Brgade
emered the Gaza e of the
Fafah crossing carly Tuesday,
the lzraali militasy said,
taking,

The Ralah crossng with
Egvipl arsd the Merem Shalam
crossing with Israal are
critical poinks of entry [or
food, medicra and  other
supplies keeping Gaza's
populstian  of 2.3 million
Blive, They have beon dosed
far at Imast the past twa days,
|.|'II'.'l.II;||'| e =malley Erex
crsing between Israel and
nthen Gaza (onlinues o
nperate.

lsraell strikes and
bombardmant acrass Rafah
gvernight kiied at least 13
Palastiniams, including &t
lnact she women and five
childrgén, accarding Lo
hospital recoeds

Egypt had previously
wamed thal any =eizure of
Rafah = which is supposed to
b pat of & demilitarzed
border zone — or an attack
that foreas Palestinians o Mee
ayer the horder Enbo EQypt
waould thresten the 1975
piEace breaty with [smel that's
beer & linchgn Tor regiorae
sy,

Metonyahu hes sald an
affensive o take Rafsh —
which Ismel says 5 Hamas'
last majar stronghold in Gate

— s crucial to the gaal of
gestrgving  Hamas amer LS

Dt T ootttk o southermn
Farael that trigganad the war

Ag Terasd amnounosd iTwould
push ahead with Hafah
operaticns, il said e (ease-
firo proposal that Hamac
pgread ko did sab et 1S
*core domands.” But it sald it
would send & delegation T
Egiypk tn cantinue
mpogatiations,. An Egyvplan
nificial sakd delegations from
Hamias amd Qatas arfived in
Cairo on Tuesday,

#An Egypiian official and &
Weatarn diplomat =&l the
draft Hamas accopted had
orly minoe changeas in wording
from a wersion the U.S. had
egrlier pushad Tor with [sraah
approval. The changes ware
made in consaltathan with CE&
chief ‘Willam Bums, who

ambraced tha draft baforg
sending it to the Palestinian
group, the diplomat and
afficial  zaid, speakmig an
conditian of  snomymity to
discugs the [nternal

deliberatians.
The Wihite Howse said Borns

was discussing the Hamas
réesponse with the [Sraelis snd
ather regiorat offickls Hamas
= baleved o st hold arcund
100 Qsreslis capties, alang
wilh the Dodbes of around 30
athare.

Hesmas has  demandad an
and 1o the war and DoEmaate
Israell wEhdrawal = returm far
the relepse af Bl hostages.
Pubfichy, [Srael lesders rajecl
that trada-ofl, vois] tha war
will continue emiill the
hostages are af released —
and Hamas is destrived.

Chad holds

By EDROUARD TAKADI and MOUTA ALD

CHAD held s long delayed
Presidential slection on
Manay Following three yearg
of miitasy rule under the
Intefim presidant, Mahamat
Dby Itno, a waba that
anslyss widely expected the
incurmnbserk ba vir,

Daby [ne soized power
after his fathar, who spent
fhres decades in power, was
Eilked Tighting rebels im 2031,
His government anncunced it
wars eetending the L8-manth
transitihan hor Ded mora yaars,
which provoked protests
acrass e cguntry,

Thie gil-exparting country af
nearly 18 million  peopls
hesnm had & [ree-and-fair
transfer af power since it
Became independent in 1960
after decades of Franch
colona rula, Thare were 10
candhdates an the balkt,
incuding a woman. More
than 8 millipn peopl= are
regiskerad o ovote, In @
r.'nul'ﬂ‘.-r,- of rore than 17
milion people, ane of the
poedest inthe word

Analysts say Deby fno is
likely o win fhe wobe, &
laading oapposition  figurs,
Yaya Dillg, the current
presigent's cowsing was Killed
In February in Orcumstanoes

thel remain woncesr The
pther front-renner in the race
1% & Farmer Gppodition bapdar
who racantly retemed from
exike 0 sevyE a5 prime
mimister in lanuacy, Swoois
Masra,

Chad is geén by the U5 and
Frapce as one of the last
remaining stable aSac in Lhe
vast Sahel region faSawing
miltary  COUpE i Burking
Fosa, Mak and Niger in recent
years. The miling juntas in all
Ihres nations have E‘dpE"Ed
French forces and tumed @
Russia's mercenary units fai
seourty assistancg Instead.

Tarlier this year, MNiger's
junta ardered all LS, troops
Ut maaning Washengom will
Mﬁéd&&ﬁ&[ﬂll&k&'{bﬂ&&ir’l
Agadez, the canler of Its
caunlartermerdn  cpdralichs
in the region. The U.5. and
France still hawve a méfary
presence in Ched, which
onsigarin s ha an sgpacially
critical partner.

The West alsofears thatany
Instabi®ty in Chad, which has
absomed mare than & half-
rdlion refugees from Sudan,
could incroase the number of
mlpraﬂt5 mawirg north
LowArds ElJrﬂpE.

"These are Al the reasoins

& shocking and
Iearibreaking revelaton hed
emergesd from the Gaza Sinp,
shedding flight an the
I'r:lrl""'r'll'llﬂ artermath of &
brutal war that has
devastated the Palestinian
peaple. After 209 days al
conflict, mass grawes hove
bes=n discowered, along with
aa pstmated 37 million tons
of celres and  umsaaplogsed
ordnance, posing a significant
threst to the Bves and wall-
being ol the population,

The Ambaszsador of the
Embassy of the St of
Palesting, &bdullan M. Abu
Shawesh, disciosed this
datreaging informatian during
& press conference in Abuja,
Moaria. The discowery of
LhEse maks graves hasz
iposed tha bnead realiky
facad by [he PFalecdiniEns
during the canfect, Repans
Imdicabe thiat tha mairhes of
Palestimian chsilties hed
reached @ maggering 34,535,
with 77,704 wounded
Additionally, thousands o
irdividials - remain  missing,
ether bufiad wider Dhe rubble
or mibjectad to anforced
disappearance in lsraell
Ccou pakion detenticn centers.

The extent of the
Sevastation causad Dy e war
iz further highlighted by the
dire comndEions Taced by
Palestinian detainess, These
individuals endure harsh
mMeasures and receive
minimal sustenance, resufting
Im substantial weight fss and
SErioud heglth consegeencag
The humanitaian crhsls B
warssned by Eheé scarclly al
foad, water, and medical care,
lgaving approximataly
155,000 pregnant women and
new mathers strugging to
SUFVIVE.

Al Shaveash emiphasized
that not anly have wes been
lost, bt the nfrasbruciune in
the Gazs Strip has absa besn
decimatad Tha
transpeetation secior &one

The grim reality of the
Israeli, Palestinian war

| By DORCAS PANKYES |

has suffered lasses euceeding
§Z billion, with approximataly
045 km of roads and 55,000
vahachas destroyed, The scale
o destructon accounts o
%% of the rosd netmork ared
G0% of the licenced vekicles
in tha strip,

The recent discovery af
maes graves ab tho Al-Shifa
Madical Corplex and the
Nasser Medical Complen has
senl shachwaves rouih tha
internatianal commuenity.
These graves conbain
hundrgds ol Dodies, wilh
victims found Randcwtfed,
deried medical cane, and aven
execubed despite bhesr heaith
comidibiens. Desburbingly, thams
are suspicions of organ theft
surrouniding the unigandified
bodies, further acding o tha
horroe of the situation.

Evewimesses and  rescus
2ams have reporied the
presence af bodees with =igns
of torture and plastic
ragleainiy. Soeme viclimsg wana
fourd wearing aperatianzl
chathing, rcaming  Blacming
doubts about theirbusiad while
still alwa, Thase appalling
findings =suggest that tha
oocupation farces committed
{rimas B&nET Pramanity and
carres] ool held axeculsans
within the pramizes al tha
Nagier Medical Compla.

Despite Jorssl vehemently
deryEng the verachy of Ihese
facts &and dismissing them as
false and disinformation, the
maunting ewvidenca
necessitates an indepercent
investagation commettaze to be
estahighed by the Uated
Hations. & speciaized swvpert
techaiced support team st
be tasied with conducting &
creditle and impartial ingulry
intothese grave violabans.

Furtharmmare, the wis hag el
betnd @ dangerous legacy in
the Torm of umexploded
ordnance scattared
throwgheu! the Geza Sthp.
With an estimated 17 million
mons of deprls, | B projecad
that & could tabe vo T 14
veErs 1o chear the berritory af
these desdly mmnan'r;.rq"ne
sk 10 Uhe | of Pafetbinians
ramains high, as shmlls and
ureepladaed matesials continue
o pase a treat, especially as
pacole gtart refuming fo bheair
hoemes.

Ambassador Abdullzh
highlighted that there are
significant shifts in the giobal
discpurse afd pelitical arésa,
thallenging lsaels portrayal
o an etarnal vietim, Criticiim
of Israel's genocidal war b5 o
el Wil acousalions of anrti-
Samitism  and  suppot  dor
berrarism, & taches aimed af
silencing  dissenting volces,
Homever, new I]E-"EI"EE{II'I"I-
mofdwide are becnming more
Fwara Bnd Enewledgeable af
the fagts, leading to pro-
Bglestime protesis spreading
across Unfversity campuses in
the ailed Statas,

A5 the workd grappdes. with
the haunting seveiations of the
maass graves and the angaing
humangaran criss inthe Gaza
Sirip, calls for justice and
accauntability  grow  louder
Wmbaisades Ahdullsh  called
on the international
tommunity, particularly the
Ungted Mabione, bh Cake
deciive sction o ensure that
the war crimes committed
duririg this devastating conflict
are  Ehoroughly  Inwvestigatad
and thal thoge I'E'!Fd:'li-ﬂu! arg
hiedd accounbable Iowr thelr
actorts. Ondy fhen can the
Palestickan peaple begn to
hegl and rebuild their
shamened Bves.

presidential election

the ‘West is siaying relatsaly
ouiet sbaut the demoostc
transitice in Chad,” caid LY
Lagszing, head of the Sahel
program at thea Konrad
Adempauer Foundationm.
“Everybody just wants this
wots Ko pass g0 Deby 1knp
gots elected 5o they conkinug
ta mork with him and
preserve the stability of the
ragion,” he addad,

The woks, which begsn
Sunday for the militzry and
mamads, was marred b‘p‘ a
number of inoidents of
winhance that led o st leasl
twa deaths, according to lacal
fournabsts. In Maundau, a
mjor ciby to the south af the
capital, o voterwas shat dead
by micrity foroes for reasons
that were wrclear, [n the
CoLMREy'S  2astern ﬂl‘,‘ of
Abeche, & ovilisn fatally
stabbed - 3 soldler, alsp
eccording to local journalists
thers,

Tz the weekend, sevaral
cvil serichy groups issued o
Foing sratemant o say that
many of the 2,50 chearvers
that had raquasted
accreditation b manfar the
wote had bean denled,

P.H'.‘-'ﬂlﬂ with the  gerival of
refugees from Sudan, Chad s
Hao desling with high food
prEEs parkly caused by the
vear In Ukraine and a renevwed

threat Trom the Boko Haram
nsurgency spilling over from
ta soidgectann bordar with
Nigera.

in March, an attock tha
giwernment Blamed on oko
Wararm killed sewen salders,
mEviving Mfears of viddande in
the Loke Chad area after a
peried of peace following a
succassiul aperatien
purched in 2020 by the
Chadhan army to destroy tha
axremest I]"UUD'E hases
thare. SChodds, mesgdes and
churches reapened and
husmanilariph CrgbmEalions
returned

“For years now, we've had
1o cope with the high cogt of
Iving, withouwst any solyficn”
Adowmadji Jean, o teacher al
a state secondary schoal in
Moven-Chari provinge, said
noan inbErview with Tha
Assnciated Press. TWe want
a change this year through
thisalection,”

Boko Haram, which
launched an insurgency
more than & decase agd
sgainst Western aducatian,
sesks b eskablsh 1slamc
faw BN MEgeria’s northeast,
The insurgency has spread
o Wesp Alrican I'|‘E'1l.;||'tIIHE
ncluging Camerogn, Niger
End Chad,

Human rights groups haee
caled for an imeestigation

into ke kiling of Chad's main
opposition figure, Difa. The
gonsarremsant  hips said Dilo
was kilked duning an attack on
the the MNational State
Security Agency by his group,
krawis as The Socialist Party
Without Berders. Bis a phata
ol Dilla shivsed that he was
killed by o single hutlet wound
i e head.

Human Rights Watch said
tha kiling saiEed  Serious
concerns about tha
grnsirpremient o the efaction.

.ﬁtubiﬂ'ltn'lg ba Lk LS -hagsd
rmsd Conflict Locaton &
Ewant Data Project, known as
ACLED, Ched experisnced
aimost 370 incigents of
policical widlenoe, leading to
the deates of mors than
1,000 peppde,

“With his mast sgnificant
I:IFII}I}I"IEI'IE aithar EI!I-I'.'I|.'I'..EI'.'| ar
pliminated, asd critical
plectoral institutons stacked
with his =supporters, Déby
[Lrg's '.ril:'!-n'r'r' b all But
cartain.” wrote Michalle Gavin
for the Couscl af Foseign
Redations, & Washingtan-
b think tank.

‘wigtes will b firsk counted at
palling statians, Bul
pralminary resedts will be
announced thres wesks balber
on May 21, IF ra candicste
wins outright, a runoff will be
heldorJune 5
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NEWS

By PALANG KASMI

APPERENTLY concermed
by tha high rabe of mability
Lo corcluls Gandes Based
Viglemce |{BY ) |Ibgations
due to the role of
negotiatars, ke Plabesu
Shste Gender Comimission
and the [nkternational
Federation of Women
Lawyers [F1IDA) have clied
forarmestof negetintprs.

This, they sasd, would
deter the negotiators from
the practice

Spegking during 8 press
briefing onganized by the
Plateau Stats Minkstry for
‘Wamen Affairs and Sodal
Devalogpment in Jas
recently, both bodies
condemned the pracios
where religlous and
traditsanal leaders, famiey
members and others who
usually view GBY as
‘private’ or ‘famlly” mamers
and spaarhead
negotiatians  or  out-of-
court settlemants.

It would be recafied thata
press corference was heid
racenlly to condesmn @
domastic viclance mcident
where & police officer, Mr
Inrzhim Shagas, fram the
Plateaw State Command,
cut off the wrist of his 7-
manth pregrant wife
following an argument over

TR,

Speaking at the farum,
Chasrpersan of the Plabeau
Stata Gender Commibzsion
and Special Adviser to the
Gowemor on Gender, Glivia
Dazyam, called for laws to
helt the practice af
negotiating erimes  which
she sald was a major
challémnge in the
dispansatian of justice fir
CIEW victims.

“We cannot kesp on
negodiating crimes o awake
the laws ineflective. ‘We
have the right leoal
frarmaworks but Ehers s no
imoest. These are things
that happan &n homes, not
outgide, " she amphasisad,

Dazyam advised that for
GEY 10 be addressed in the
country, everyone must be
& stakeholder

“Wia cant overlpok it and
aliways fold owr rns B g8y
domestic wiolence are
prablems in their own
Famity, to bot tham salthe .
Mo, @ T Bapames violent,
cartainty, it is a commundy
iggisa.” she painted aul,

Alsa In her remarks,
Chparpersan, FIDA, Plateau
State Chapter, ¥rs. Obioma
MNgozi Achilelu, said
negotiators of EBY should
be tegoed BS pErpelrators
ol the crime.

Tha FIDA& Chairperson
lamanted: 1 see the

Arrest negotiators of GBV cases, say stakeholders

negaotliators as
perpetrators. As it is now,
fhare is no lew in place to
punish crime negotiatars,
whether they ara
traditioral rulers, roligious
l2aders, cr whatever status
they aoquire,

She stated: 1 thank the
tie Ras came that wee
hawve 1o &npgege the
legrstatura o come up with
[arwes thiat will dig the wings
of these megatiatars, so
that If somebedy proposes
negotiation, support or
SUgOESts i, such a persan
should be amested,

*Such sugoestions should
be criminafksed, Becausa
that's tha prodlem, That's
why v are nol maving
formard with the GBY laws,
the lawsare thera.”

Speaking earlier,
Cammizgioner Tar Women
affairs and Saclal
Davelopment, Caroling
Panglang Dafur, who led a
meEam to wvisit the wictim,
Mrs, Hauwa Shagari, at the
Platasy Spacialist Mo pital
whera she was recelwing
treatment, promised to
ansure justice was sered,

She condemned the high
lavel of glence, saorecy and
shielding of perpetrators,
aiddirg that ciizens had a
responshility b speak out
againsl such injustices by
defEnding the wietime.

|BY EXEKIEL DONTINNA

PLATEALl State Univarsty,
Bokkis, has partriered with &
faith-based American
crganisation, Afrca  Arige
intermational, to secure the
Irstitition fram any Sheeats
e ALTEChS

The scting Wice Chanceller
of the Unisarsty, Professes
Shedrack Gaya Best,
daciesad this rocontly wian
the founder of the
prganisation, Mayod Mike
Arnold, visitegd himoin his
cffice = Ookkos, Mat=aw
Starte.

Sgct, gavi assurardce that
e wowld noe b distracied by
the recent atlaks on the
waiversily community by tha
mean of the underwodd who
did not wish tha ingtitutian
waall,

He, howawar, Bxprossad
fdiappaintment with the
sensational news circulbing
o Social media thak did not
refiect the Plateau sént of
love, hospaality and peace
and appeaied to the public to
glwiays werilfy avery sourca af
Irfarmatian before soreadng
It

The Wica Chancellar,
stressed the naed for fenong
tke institution and the
conatructian of mora hpalals
Lo address the houn g defici

PLASU partners Africa Arise
International on campus security

Best
whith, he sald, expoded
shudents ba atiacks.

Responding, Mayor Arnald
expreszed his readiness ba
support the  institution
Eowards ensuring & sacurity

Pragent l\'.'||J|'II"I§I the wisl
werg I[he rencowned
intemabional goepel singer,
Panan Percy Paul angd the

Cean of tha Fawmity of
Education, Heverend Sisher

Josephing  Marse,
atherg,
Thereafler, Profeisor Best
book Lk wisibors ta  the
Faculty of aAgriculfural
Sclgnges o sa0 thae Brakon
ferce Ferdars olten use 1o
fiwce their way into the
LifeErgi by

AmGng

PLAMWASSA enlightens residents on enumeration

By JIDAUNA DARING

PLATEALl Municipal Water
Supply and  Sanitation

Doctors protest manpower shortage at Teaching Hospital

From AMEDU JOSEFH,
Lokejn

THE Association of
Aeosident Doctors {ARD) 2%
the Fedaral Teaching
Hospital, Lokoja {FTHL,
hat protested the shorage
of manacser and tos much
work Ipad at the hospitl.

ARD mambers  mecoenkly
profested  round the
hospital pramisas carrying
placards with mscriptions
sich s "Wie want 1o work,
nal e wark and de” and
“Dan't kill s, stop using ne
wark ne péy b threaten
us” and “End casualization
of doctors,” among athers,
"Fiaderal,

The Chairman of Migeris
redical Association (NMA),
Kagi Chapter, Dr, Olushola
Bapky, who joined the
protest, sald the doctors
wore complietaly
ogvarmorked withoul
COMMENsUELE Wages,

He lamented: "The
doctors are angry and sad
and, of course, in
extencamn, NG B sad
biecaue of what 16 actually
taking place In Fedaral
Teachng Hospital, Lokosa.

"iWe have been
commuricated three Himes
in the [zt three months
cancerning the buming
Issues, We had hoped that
the managemant of the
hospital wauld have feund
a middie ground in
rasalving all thase lssues.

“Pecple cannat e on
duby Tor 48 haurs ard Hare
will ipe no food to ea, Wihat

if they collapse 7

I can't imagine that with
all the things, Mr Pregident
has put im place for
workers, there are some
goctons Chat are not getiing
35,000 wage award.”

Baoku wrged the
management of FTHL to
urgently address tha ssues
of rEnpower shorags &g
well a3 Improve Lthe
working conditions of the
resident docars,

Meanwhile, the
management of the FTHL
has debunked Lhe
allagations levelled against

it by the ARD,
Dr. Ebune Ofochide, the
Chairman, Medical

a4 l.li!i.l'.'ll"|l' Commitles
{CMACY ©f FTHL, said
manpowar shortaga in
fhealth seckyr remained &
majoer challemge acrass the
cowntry as a result of the
Japa syndrame,

Qicehide  stressad  Lhe
nead to follow the
administrative process
required fTor Ehe
recrultment and
replacement of workers
mtofederal institutions,

He <splained that the
Federsl Govemmant had

put on Fold the recrutment
afl workers into the federal
ol service, incCluding The
health sector,

Ag 8 result, he noled, “An

health instfuticn Hke Curs
cannot recrult without tha
approval of the ederal
qovernment with the
necassary ash backing fo
reCruit.”
Heé  pointed oot thal FTHL
managemsant had put in
place a temparary
arrengemant of bringing in
focal medical officars ko fll
sgme of the manpower
gape.

Apency (PLAMMASSA) has
grganmizec a une-day
advocacy training workshop
far stacebalders in Manou
Lecal Gowvernmant Arga on
4 uﬂl'.‘ﬂl"l'lil"rg efumaration
exercise @mexl i capturing
htiudabholés 6 mainicipsl
areas of the locality

Owir corresnancent repors
that the iniliative wae part of
thea Higerla Susialnabpia
Urban and Rural Waker
Supply, Sanitaticn and
Hygiene Pragramme for
Results [SURWASH],
supparted by the ‘Workd Bank
I Improve walar sfrvices
Ehwe state,

Declamng  the ad\'ti.':'lql'
open, Commissianar af
Water Rescurces, Noegl
Mk, who was repredsanbsd
by the acting Permanant
Secretary of the minstry, Mr.
Timpthy Gayl, retemated

Unijos VC commends leventis for outstanding performance of APLORI

By JIDAUNA DARING

VICE Chancellor of the
University af Jos,
Professor Ishaya Tanko,
has commended AP
Leventis Oenithologlcal
Research [mskitute
{(APLORI), University of
log Biloleglical
Conservabory, Tor ils
cutstanding performance
imornithological research.

Fral. Tamko gave this

commendation in his
capacity as the chairman
during the 20th

anniversary of AFLORL
held at the Aliyu Akwe
Dorma  Indass Theatre,
University aof los
permanent site, recently,
He said that the
insticution was very
grateful for the work
APLORI had been doimg
since its establishment in

Ishaya

20
He noted that the epach-
making event had further

demonstrabed bo the world

that AFLOAL had matured.
The W dEclosed that the

Senate of e wrhnercity

had approved the
upgrading of AFLORL from
an instibute toa Centre for
Excellence, Intkitute For
Resparch and  Training,
University of Jos.

Earlier in hiz remarks,
Directar of APLORL, D
Adams Chaskda,
expressed joy far the huge
succasees recarded by the
Iinstitute and the
institution as a whale.

He podnted out that many
APLORL  graduates were
doing amazing wark
across the world, adding
that it had been adjedged
a major hub In
arnithological research
BCra5s the warld,

Our correspondent
reporis  that the event
femptured papgér
pratentations and an
avwand Ceremomy,

Gevernor Mutflwang's
readiness, determination
and cemmilment o
Immarcead wakarand hyglene
I thestaba.

Nkup sald that the
advocacy was alimead at
sansibizing the community
abaut e impartance of
Water, Sanitation and
Hygleng (WASH)} policies
apd the upcaming
BRI e exafciss  as
mentmned abowa in the
lacality.

PLAMWASSE General
Hanager, Jufles Akawy,
caled an  stakeholders to
suppert and cooperate with
the enumeralors  befare,
durlng and after the
[ZE1S gt

He added that the present
adrmmistration was willing bo
prowide the dividends of
demacracy to tha deor-steps
af citizens.

Ha fhurther ésplainegd that
the exBrCiEE  Was gaaqed
tomards establishing &
basedine for WaSH fadlitics
L0 proside informatien abdut
the current state of
households regarding toilets
and scoess to clean water
san|0as,

Eesponding, Chalrman,
Mange LEC, Markus Ariu,
who was regresented Qv
Twangshak Chimbes,
expressed gratiude to the
state gowernment for
sabchng Mangu LS #c one
of the baneficlaries of
SURWASH inthe slale

Artu assured the denors of
the LGC ard ks geopie’s
raadiness to suppart the
enumerators during the
SXBNCISE.,

The stagehodders werg
made. up of traditicnal
Fulerd, redighaous haade,
women and wouth groups
and Water Corsumers
Asscciakion (WCA]
Fl'féml'.'{'rs_.-ar-'lﬁﬂ!}l'.'l'.hﬂrﬁ-
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Fuel scarcity, what the people say

Lataly, guewes have rasprfaced en the streats of Nigerian clities and towns as patrol scarcity bites harder, As 3 rasult of the Fesultant hardships, our
reparfers, Hosea Nyamiong and Jidauvna Daring, wernt fo town fo seek people’s wiews regarding the situation and ways of finding o permanent salution

Fad Shamaki,
Civil Society Grganization (C53), Jos

[t is unfertunate that many years down
the line, despive all the prarmises made by
government, the fuel subsidy has been
remavad and adjusted,

Yel we are still suffering an the issus o
fuel scarcity In Nigeria, As ] speak toywou
now, in the Federal Capital Territery
[(FCT), Abuja, fued goes for fen thousamd
nalra { 10,000,003, for four Ftnes while in
los, it goes for six, seven thousand naire
pergalion.

o filiing station in Jos sells fuel for kss

than sexen hundred naira {700,001, except
government filing stations that seil for
less, bt pne hes ba queus far many hors

befora getting the fuel.

In & situskian like this, citizens pay moce
for fued, including esther besic needs of life
like food, slectricity, water, stc.’ This
makes life very difficult for an average
atizen to bear

1 believe the situabon we are Innaow s as
2 resull of government mismanagermant,
when govemmant removed subsidy,
monies gotten from it should have been
plavghed back into the sconamy,

Govemméant needs to oo back o the
drawing board and get 1€ right so that

MQE"’HI’I citizens shauld not  suffer
LimnECessarify
The weay out lor gavernment in this

situation & Lo sit with the stakehokders and
sea how they can bring back our refinenes
to work Ye canrot be a rich natien while
vie ane still paos,

Governments naed to stop  llegal
exportation of our crude oil. They nead Lo
provide essential services for  their
citlzens in order to make life easy and
bather.

WELL, the fuel scarcity in the country
has made life difficedt to the people. It
has made the prices of goods or
provisians i the market wvery
expensive and citizens are the ones

suffering from this untold hardship
fctually, there is no price control,

ruany Tuel statians sell the product at
different prices. MNigerians are
expecting government to look inka the
sibuation and address iTimmediately,

Also, 1 feel that governments should
mave mechanism in place that wil
contral prices of goods generally in
the coumtry becausea the vast majoeity
aof the citizens are affected by the
current scarcity of fuel. Bacausa their
eamings arg not the same, those that
cam less suffer maore,

1 am calling on govermment to
address problemn as soon as possible
n-orger nod o allow the situation o

escalate inte amother thing. Many of
my customers are affected, especially
thase that live very far, They no longer
patromize me agaln - because things

are very difficult for them.
But 1 am ey aptimistic that fusl

scarcity will spon become a thing of
this past &6 that business will How
freely, 5o that customars will come to
patromize our business as ey used to
do befare.

Joseph Auta,
provision shop owrer, Jos

-.1'n.r:|.=l‘1'|a-n S'rmu.r:l, Kake oparator

THESE few days, the situakion in the
country had not been easy Tor me as a
Keke Napep operstor. [ want to tedl you
cabagorically that the fuel scarcity has
aciualy disorgariied my business, This
Is mare so as getting passengers has
niow becsme a sericws problem. S
some of us have been struggling to get
passengers belore he unfortunate fusl
searcity hik evesrywheara in the country,

In fact, evan the passenoers now
argue & lob abaut the fare because we
have ta increase It dus tothe increasa n
the price of fuel. As it Is naw, many of

the commutens can't afford to pay their
transportation fare. Well, before the
fuel scardy, transport fare within the
city of Jos was between 100,150 and at
inast 200 naira perdrog, Bul, presently,
these have doubled. This s ecause the
fuel is sl wery expensive. This had
brogght about misunderstanding
batween uws the operators and he
passengers who board same of the Keke
Napap. The argument always anzas
az & result of the mcrease in Fares
from ane point to ancther,

My advice to government is ba look

THE esperience is temrible, Migerians
are not finding it sasy, eapecially the
common citizens, For me a5 a teacher, |t
i like what T am collection as salary is
actually going far my transgort fare, My
satary has not been infregsed, despite
the current situation in the country.

I believe government can co betler;
serious action should bBe taken bo
address this situation in time. | resida
at Rantys, I spend nof less than

15

West of Mines, Jos

1, By, 00 naira for my transport fare to
work every day, to and fre. [ also trek
for one drop from my house to anable
me save some money for other uses as
faras lifeis concemed.

[ am appealing to governmeent to
urgently ook into the root cause of the
fuel scarcity 5o that other sectors of the
aConomy can boom.

My praver is that God shauld help us
changa things in this country.

L9 ; " "
Mre. Antonia Ayin, a tescher with the Gevermnment Secondary Schoal,

into the plight of the masses becsuse
they are the ones that are worse hit by
this unpalatable situation in the
Counkry,

Also, the fuel scarcity has affected my
wark and my daily income has actually
droppad. It seems am only working in
order ba buy fusd, Ttis unfortunabe that &
litre is sobd Tor @ thousand raica in some
hlack market fuel gations. That is why
pEssengers have now resorted o

trekking because of high cost of the fare
which are forced bo imposa.

Kilami Muniry O3, 3 commercial transporfar

EVER sinca the fuel subsidy was
rermaved, transporters have been facing
g8 lot of difficulties just to buy the
product and, coupled wikh the current
fuel scarcity in the cowntry, life has
bacame wery unbearable. Oan 3 daily
basi, | buy 2 litre of fuel for &2 high as
one thausand naira per litre depending
an your location,

Transporters heve ng option than to
increase the transportation fare Inorder
to meet up with the cost of the product
and other services,

Initialy, the trensport fare from Jos to
Bauchi Stabe was babween BOO bo 1,000
nalra but now Ikbis 2500 to 3,000 nais
&= the case may ba. And commubers sra
not finding it easy tn Board cur vehicles
becawse of the mcraasa in the price of
[l

1 am appealing to governmenk to make
the product available in &l fuel statons
ot a subsidized price

Compiled by Hosea Myamlong and
Jidawna Daring
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By PALANG KASMI |
LAST week, the news aboul a

houss wife, Heuwa Shagar, whe |

lad i |aL chioppad o by hear
Fusband, & police oficer Serving
with the Plateay State Paolice
Command, grabbed the headlines
il over the couniry. The urgent
calls for justice were a5 loud as
they werg stredent and
widespread considering the fact
that such ather cases o the past
had been swept under the carpet
without justice being served.

The victim, Hauwa, who resides
with. her hushand in Dong
community, lat South Laocal
Government Area ol PMateau
State, was seven months
pregrart when he chopped off har
fist after arguméants ensued
betwean them over N20,300.

Candamning the pruasame a,
the Plateau Siate Commissioner
for ‘Women Affars and Sodial
Develppment, Caroling Pargiang
Diafug, during a press beleling said
the pofice officer’s action againsk
hiz wife: on Monday, April M,

2024, was the greatest act of Diﬁ.-r brigfing the press over the incident

man’s inhumesity to reen, which
Was even made more I'rDI'I'Er'l:ll:lu.IE-
because L was perpetrated by a
supposed spouse.

"It = heartless and horrifging,”
the commissioner Seclared,
adding, "M lbrehim Shagard, &
police céticer and husband o Mrs,
Hauwa Shagard, barbancaly oug
off her hand, a woman haavihy
pregnant for hirm and the mather
of his thres children. This
hearthess and horrifying act has
Ieft us el shocked and ouraoed,
Ma ‘waomean desarees o be reated
with =uch cruslty and wialencs,
2nd it s even more unacceptable
that this act was committed by a
persen swarn o pratect and seree
- B se-Called poScealficen™

The cosnrrstadmer larented ERhak
thés was not the first time such a
dastardly ackt wasz being
cammitied againit wamen,
“Gander-Based Viclence s a
men2ce that aflecis countless
WETIEN ang girls in tha counbny
sadly often remans shroudad in
gilence and Secrecy, |eRving
countess individuals tra!:-p-ad n g
cycle of fear, pain, and suffering,”
she axplained

"This marstrous act af Gender-
Based Wiolepnce that has
developed '.'Jll'll]E- and S0dnng owar
our skies must be brought dosn
by |:'|-:||:|d. Silence, sesnecy ai
shielding of perpstrators musk
leEve the ground where it is and
constitute a starm In the sk,
whers GBY has now taken abode
and baktle it ko the ground,” she
said, assuring that her office, n
conjuncticn with the Maleau State
Gancer Commission, were alraady
imvestigating and collaborating to
Ensune fustics i served o Hauwa,

"On Tuesday, 30th April, 2024
we ware al the Flatesy Stabe
Spaciaist Hogpital, Ios; wherg the
wactim r:l:l:*;rh-.nrling b freadrmeent
1 want b assure Mrd. Hauwa

Shagari ard bar family that we
stand with themn in this difficult
time and will do averything bn our
power Lo ensune that :'..IE'CIEE' -
served, " Dalur asseried

Cha rewealod Ehak the wictim's
Bills would be settled by
guu‘emment while her children
viarg already being well taken care
of by thestebe, “We intend keeping
her in a safe place when she fully
rasgyers, " Said Dafur,

Sha further calbad an all crizens
of Plateau State to Break the cycle
ol gilence, join in the Rght against
Gengar-Bated Wiglenos, GEY,
using the VAPP laws, Lo creale &
soclaty where waomen and girks
could fve free frem the fear of
vialence and discriminatian based
on thair gEI'!I:IE-:'.

This demnic acl trRnscends
raca, gender, age, ard oo
pooramic stabus, IE affects our
friends,  neighbours, and kved
pnes, It robs wictime alf thalr
dignity, their sense of seff-worth,
and their dressms, [E frectures
famifizs and leawes scars that may
never fully heal, How does Mes,
Ehil;lil'l overcome the trauma of
losing a hand to 8 man that is
supposed o be her shield? she
womciered,

White appracating the Nigeria
Police Force, Plateau State
Command, for swiftfy armesting the
perpetrabon, Dalur kicked against
thase tagging comestc wiolence
&5 @ Privabe Matter' and gave this
sdwica: "Every one of us has a
responsihility to spaak ouk against
this injustics, to challengs the
status guo, ard Lo stand a8 alllies
for thase who have been violated,®

Chairperson of the Flateau State
Gender Commissian and Special
Adviser o the Governor on
Gandar, Bamister Dilivia Daryam,
vt was part of the prass brigfing,
called for the =nactment of lews
that wedld halt the negabve

practice of
famifes of vicims of such crimes
which she said was a major
challemnge Lowards Lhe
dizpensatian of justice.

"We cannet koap an r'\-e".'-gu[iﬂ'.:l'llj
crimes [ makse the laws
ineffective, We hava tha right legal
frarmeworks but thera is R impact.
S000% 18 the business of everyoody
BE ERecs thange that hapoen Mrem
homes, not putside,” shie noted.

The Chairpemson of the Police
Qfficars’ Wives Assaciation
(FOWA), Mrs. Emmanuel
Olegbenga, and her managerment
team afso wisited Mrs. Hauwa
Shagar at tha Plateau Specialist
Hospkal Lo alse express their
sadness over the terrible incident.

The FOWA chair, while
:u;rnf-;hrtlng and encouraging te
victim, exprascad happiness that
the dochars had Bssured thad hafy
was deeng fine and i a fine good
conditeon, She dischosed that the
purpose of the wvisit was to
physically show suppart o Houwa
end ket bar knokw that ghe was not
ghone. She further promised that
POWA  would liasise with the
Commissicaner of Palice o @ndurs
her welare and that aof hes
chldran,

Anothar onganization, Stand up
for Wamen Sooaties (SW5), in a
statement condamned the PIcE
officer's actkan, cesoribng It as
wicked, brutal, barbaric and
Inhumar.

The SWS Chairpersen, Mes,
Grace Gorg, desordhed L ag vet
gnother sad incident of Gender-
Based Violenoe wnich afferss
women, girls and wvulnerable
groups in Higerna. She lamanted
that & was deeply Sistressing that
the <Crima was E'EE'I]EI:IH'
perpetrated by a palice officer who
is ardinrarily supposed 1o B2 in he
wanguard of pratecting his family,
citizers af the state and caurtry &t

neqotiating with :

POWA chalrperson, Mrs. Adesing, comforbing
Hawuwa at Plateau Specialist Hospital Jos

Wanmen Afairs Commissionar Dafur, chiairperson Sender
Commigeron and her tapm, during the wisid

large from such wicous acts.

Gara tasked the Platesp Skata
Commissiagner of Pol lce,
Emmanued Olugbemiga Asesina,
and other critacal stakebalders o
ensure speedy  disp=nsation of
jutkice for the pood woman who
Was now carrying 8 permanent
phiysical disahilty a5 a result of har
hishand's calioues sction,

In an interview with THE
NIGERTA STANDARD, the Polcs
Public #elations Officar [FRRO],
DSP glfred Alabn, as=ured that the
Platesis Skate Palice cornmand had
already akean proactive actionsan
Ehe maiter,

He explained that the incdent
was sparked by an argument aaer
ths whereabals af the N30.000
the police officer =aid e had kept
somewhere which he was
searchang for Lo buy sormething for
the femily. [t was in the heak of the
argument that the brutal imcident
nappenss,

*Itis naat proper, K s not our way,
Even as normal human beings,
thera e WayS Yo sallle jesues,
Bait for iU 1o TEEE up 8 culiass and
Just chop off the hand of anothar
persan, and this other persan
hieppens ta be vour laslul wedded
wile wiho is also nregnznt, it 50

painful and disheartening,”
FPRO poated gut,

S the Commend frovrs at this,
It I8 & vary cad ene lor = His
children are owr children, even the
imbom one coming into the wodd
This is wery pathetic, But he
Command has fone what € s
supposed te do, and we #re
assuring the general public that
justice will be served,” ha
deciprad.

Earler In & statement, the FRPRO
dizclosed thalt the State
Commissioner of Police,
Emmanuel Hugbemiga Adesina,
had aka visibed Mrs, Shagar at the
maspital where he expressed Ais
sympathy ta her family and the
ertire good people aof Plak=au
State over the ssd incident,

The gtatement alss aswired he
general public that the
wnfortunate ack did not in arrye way
partray theimage or core values of
the Migreria Police Foros.

Tha ctatesrant addad: "\We skand
far justica, discipline, order and
respect for the fundamental mights
of sl citizens of Nigeria, Ta this
end, [REpedor Shagasi has since
Been arrasted by the Commnand,
dataimed and made to Fface all
macessary disciplmary actipns,”

tha
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Reflections on Workers' Day

1N the face of the challenges confronkeng
Migarian merkers and Nigarlans genarakly,
what has been the governmeant's
regponser What has it done towards
amebiorating the desperate conditions of
citlzens?

f3 a short-term measure, the Faderal
Gavernment arnaunced the gayments of
wiaryirg gams al money b workere for Six
months, For some states of Lhe
federation, the payment of Ehat
palliatives allowance has since axpired
without further acton. Chearly, &was only
a stop-gap solution, atemporary remedy,
while the main issue still bngers

Anather sore pont regarding Migeria’s
curment economec  pradicament 15 the
lingaring Issue af 8 Asw MInEmum wage,
While the tripartite commitiee set up by
the Federal Government ks yet ko submit
its report on the new minimum wage,
almiost avervbody seemsto ke in the dark
about what is actually happening at the
moment.

Althaugh the Edo State Goeermos,

By VICTOR ALT |

Eodwin Obasaki, was guobed ac saying
that he had rased his state®s minkmiam
wage ba N7O,000, this purported
profnguncem et remans worrisome, LS a
mamber of the tripartile commities 568 up
try the Federal Government on the new
minimum wage, ‘whara and how did M.

Dbasekl arrive at his seventy thowsand
naira whitst the committes of which he ig
8 Merrner is vel bo submil its report?
Even a3 the two main umbrella bodes
of workers in the country - the Migeria
Lataur Congress [NLC) and the Trade
Unian Congress (TUC) - are wigonosushy
pushing for a ‘'living wage' For the
Nigerian workers, they shauld be wary of
e intrigues and antics of the amployer,

"As a short-term measure, the Federal Government annocunced
the payments of varying sums of money to workers for six
manths. For some states of the federation, the payment of that
palliatives allowance has since expired without further action.
Clearly, it was enly a stop-gap solution, a temporary remedy,
while the main issue still lingers. Another sore point regarding
Migeria‘s current economic predicament (s the lingering issuve
of @ new minimum wage. While the tripartite commities sef up
by the Federal Government is yet to submit its report on the
new minimum wage, almost everybody seems to be in the dark
about what is actually happening at the moment”,

Ciovipusly, Gowernor Obasekl 1s fiying a
kite. IF not, why not wait for the commitiea
o submit its report?

Cartainly. at moments lika this, bath the
Higeria Labour Congress (NLC) and the
Trade Unicn Congress (TUCT should be
resalute, firm and work in unisen In order
to achigwe tha st objactives, It s
unfortupate that earlieron in this renswed
struggke for the new mintmum wage, the
two unions were ocbwviously waorking at
CrOss-pUrposes  without agreeing an a
particular amourt, This would not serve
their purpesa as eaders of workers in the
COUMLry.

With the May 31, 2024, datelina glyen by
the emions for gowemment bo resolve the
lingenng Issues redated to the new
milnirm wags, President Ahmed Tinubu
should do the nesdful by wading inta what
spams like an imminent . industrial
showdown. With the battered economic
sieation of the country, it would do no ona
any good should there e another
irduslrial unrest,

The imperative of human capital development

THERE Is a saying that, |

‘whoever has humans has
eeerything'. No wonder, the Holy
Book says that blessed = the
man whiose guiver s full af
children. Thess sxalain the
assence of Burman beings. These
sayings become  Even  more
sacrosanct | adequale care is
taken towards human
development to handle
challenges in the saciety,

Tn Migeria, thene s ne time that
the bmperatlve of developing
husman  capital rEsource is mare
mracessary than now, Gladly, It is
part of the comerstone of
Fresident Bofa Tinubu's Renewad
Hops agendea.

Ceer the yesrs, part of the
negging  problems  besatting
Higeria, espacially employabla
youths, according to
irvestigation, has bean pogrand
tardy preparations to face the
competition in tha job mariat.
N wander, even when thone is a
teaming populatien of schaol
leavers in the country who could
b2 armnloyed for certain tachnical
and wvorational pasitions,
farelgners whe pose as
gxpatriates fill these slotz most
often. Many available young
Megerians are like misfits wiho
cannal  compete  with  their
counterparts fram other dirmes.

This treend, howevar, 18 abouk be
be addressed because recently
at the 38th convocation
cenamony af Bayars Uissersity
Kano (BUK]), Presdent Tinuabue
said his administratian  would
continue 9 Support educktion
bacause of his strong beliel that
Nigeria's survival can only be
aszured by the quality of numan
capital desalopmant,

The president, who was
represented by the minister of
education, Prefessor Tahir
Muhammad, explaiked that dhe
administration accords top
priority 1o edecation and human
capital development. That was
why the government took steps
o proside congtant electricty to
unlversities wig Compressed
Matural Gas thraowgh the miniskry
of education and that af ges.

He sald: "On ks part, the
gavermment has taken steps to

By SUNNY TDACHABA

provide power B0 untiversithes
throwgh Compressed Natural Gas.
To this effect, the Ministry of
Education together with the
Ministry of Gas has been directed
o weoerkc put this fagity sothat our
higher nstitutions could have a
contnuous uninterrupted supply
of power for their ressarch and
QEneral SErvices.

“We have warkad aut thes facllicy
s that those institutons could
hinte 8 cantimwaus urinbermupted
supgly of poser For their research
and general services. While
supparting all aspects of
efgucation, tha adminisbrabion
would foous on skills, bachnalogy
and wocational education as core
drivars of eduecational system that
would  prepare  gradustes  for
employment and &t emplayers of
|labur.

“Far this puronss, the faderal
gowernment is bulding 24 skills
and wecational hubs in
polytechnics as well as
entreprenewship centros in our
unversities, We ane also reviving
070 Tsangaya centres [of
integrated learning and
development of Almajir in the
Counkry.”

in addstion o all of thesa, the
presigent announced that the
federal government was
constructing 91 wocatienal
schials In secondary  schools
Boress the country ba ensure that
gl lewals of aduration enjoy the
Imipact of the paolicy.

e are B2t b0 Inpugurate
Private Secior [anewalbian
Enterprn=e Centres scro==s the
courkry b osliver an the skilis
etquisition programme of the
gowernment. Cur universitas are
centres of learming that need
upscale and adjust o the moderm
day werld by repositioning
themselves as citadels of
education that would bring &bouwt
development.

“AS 4 QUVErMMant, wWe are also
determined in cur effort to
continue to support the upgrade
of imfrastructure, teaching
materials and research
eguipment 0 aur  universities
which the meed assessment of

Migeria's publc universities s
addressing,” he stabed,

He, therefore, urged all the
higher instibutans bo care aut a
niche for themselves by
designing programmes that
walld assist the goverrment in
povesty reduction, crestion of
employment opportunities and
application of néw technalogees
in the advancement af
knowlaedge and prosperity,
saying all of those would help In
protecting the environment and
sustain good governance,

Cer the years, despite claims
af the ususl rhetaric of 'educaiion
fior af', governemants never really
gave utmost attention b human
capital development with
impresshia growth rates, Rather,
attention was focused more on
upgrading political institutions.

According tothe Unibed Mations
Develapment Programme
{UND®), hurman capital is an
acttwve facter that drives
ecanamic growth inevery nation,
net pelitical institutions.
Thaerefore, the globg! body says
thet Nigeria's poor investments
in hurman capital developrment
are largely linked bo her poor
EConemic growth rates,

ACCORGiNgG o an economist at
Western Dolta University,
Cghara, Delte site, Dr Fellx
Ashakah, no nation can develop
wikhout myvestment in hurman
capital resources. He said,
"Human capital dewelopment
refars to the process of acquiring
and increasing the numbsr of
persans wha have the skilis,
education and expenences that
are cribical for the egnemic
growth and development afl &
Soeniry.”

According to him, this is wery
cruckal te econormic  growth
because humans <an think,
aralyse and smlve problems to
achieve 8 mone =ficent society
that can yield the desired growth
rates and develapment.

*The ability of a coaentry to seae
the oompetitive advantage that
technology  offers depends on
human capital develepment.
Migara's Investment in human
capital develepment is
unimpressive, The HNigerlan

edpcation sector has recesved
pots budgetary alacalicns b rin
the education sysiesn ower (e
yeara, For inatance, in the 2022
baidget, the educatian sectar got
an alocation of ML.29 milllon
{F.9%) out of N16.3% trillioa, in
the 3021 budgek, it got N 771.5
béllsgn [5.08%) out of NEIXSH
trillion, and in the 2030 bedget. it
gat NG, 07 billion (& 7% ) aut of
NID. 33 rrdllon. Thare pna ke or
mo provisions far the training of
young Migerians i vocational
trades,” hie explalned.

Putilic primary, secondany and
tertiary edecational institutions
im the country, he lamented,
lacked the reguired fadlities for
learTing due to poar funding.

“The pubic schools are poorky
staffed and lack the regeired
chssrooms for their student
populations. The emalayment of
teaching stafl has been
compramised and politicised ko
allaw  [=5s  fualified beaching
academics In the educatin
systerm,” he disclosad,

Faollewmg the poor funding of
the education systermn, he said
some  lecturers in the higher
irstAutions da nat evan have tha
required skills to impart
krwbadge due ta the absence of
training.

A5 @ result, they impart
absolate infarmation to students
whi bappme unemployablein the
industries. The n[on-
employabiity of zome graduates
has discredited the ediecational
systermn In the global markels
This dis why politicians and
wialthy  Migesians send  their
children and wands overseas o
acguire higher knowbedge.”

Therefare, he said, the
government must  Improve
budgetary allocations to
eduecation and health sectors and
should establish comirol systems
to ensure budgetary aliocstions
are well utilised, with recruitment
of staff inta the educations) aad
health institutens efective and
staff regularly trained to promote
performances,

on a general note, he sad,
antrepraneurial sudies  should
be =oght at all levals in tha
schoot systam to equlp gracuates

with the relevant skills to awn
gnd manage their bisinessas
e a5 he sakl the goverrment
shauld promota the firms sat up
by Both young and older

graduates,
On  her park, the Vies-
Chancellar, University of

Calpber, Prof. Florence O0i, wha
was guest speaker at the Bullion
Lectura H24 wih the theme,
'Human Capital Development as
Catalyst for Migeria's Prosperity,’
sald human capital development
I5 about empowering peopla to
reach Cheir Full potentiai,
personally and  prefessionaly,
thereby creating 2 workfoooe
that s producties, innovative
gnd adaptable to changes.

She was of the opirion that
human capital developmant
erihances pnd  imarowes  the
skilks, knowledas, abilities and
teeerall potentials of indwiduals
within & sociefy or arganisalion.

“When a man is oanfronted
with knowiedge aconomy and
techmedogy economy, the most
essentaal variable is the buman
capital,” she said,

Accarding to hes  Migeris's
education = ourrently oo rigid
and conservetive to influence
the naeded developrment drive:
Hance, there & a need to review
the rabiomal policy on education
tr make & functipnal and re-
ealuate tha antirg vakie-chain
of the education system,
especially the curriculam,

4z Migeria aspires o b2 among
the %eading economies in the
viorid by the year 2030, the
daveloprmant of numan capital
oeveloprment is sacrosanct. By
this the country would escaps
fraer the pitfalls of chumdng out
schopl leavers wha cannot
compete inthe jobmarket,

ftso, the era of expatriates
taking up techrical jobs that
hegerians cen  handle would
bacerme a thing af the past and
witimately the mass micration i
Western and Asian oountries of
enploysbds Mgerien yauths in
what is known recently as the
'japa’ syndrome would
automatically cease,

Source; Primum Times
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SPORTS

PRESENTATION OF MEDALS WON BY PLATEAU CONTINGENTS

Plateau State Gowvarnor, Caleb Mutfwamng yesterday at the old Government House, Rapfiald, Jos performed the presentation of medals won at
Mairobi, Kernya Maration

,

J

Commissioner for Secondary Education, Alhaji Mehammed Salifu Nyalun
{right ), presenting the medal to Governor Mutfwang

Isaac Monday (left), Nanked by management staft

DrAMNLADI DLUE

PHOTOS

Kadung National Marathon champlonship and bade farewel! to state’s contingent ta

contimgents to Kemya

Governor Mutfiwang (midale), in a group photograph with medalist and

Secretary to Government of the State, Arc, Samuel Jatau (left), with the
chairman, SUBER, Sunday Amuna

Catching athletes young is key

| By ANDRE D BISYIT |

CATCHING poitential
At e e woipng i ke m sy
sports & ey would krow Ehe
rudiments from an early age
and becomp prolessionals as
thiy Eran,

Professcr Eirk GunEn,
Direcior of Sports, Mateau
State Sports Cowncll,
revealed thiz diring the
opening carermony  of the
Cricket Naija Kids Grassroots
Caveigpment Frogram
organized Oy e MegErian
Cricket Federatian, in
callabaration with the Plateau
State Crickst Asseciation,
hald 3t 5t. Pauls Anghcan
Private School, los,

Exra iunan, ﬂmmﬁhamm

yessterday,

He neoted that introducing
the game 1o primary schop
pupik waER eEcERsAEy Bs A
would dewslaop their fitress
leval and give them the
QEpOMUNGyY 10 acouire shilEs
o play the game,

Hiz eaplained that they could
play far recreation  and
competiton S0 at in the
futrg they Cowld regresent
the country in Internaticnal
I maments,

He disclosad that because
sports dewalapmant was in
steges, the Federal
Govemimaent had swpporfod
tha  state (o implamant
Programs towands |I'I'|:!.'Irﬂ'|l|l'lg

the perfarmance of athleles,

Alabi

-Gunen

Ha strecied that "akblls
development 5 ipbo. ades.
Firat, wind T b iy el o The
tundamental skills, that’s why
wa are wsing  improvesad
equipment to tesch  them
which can't hanm but attract
them. &nd as they engage in
thege acbivities, Lthe
components of agifity,
balance, - oaerdinalion are
developad amd that wiil
anabie them to leamm.*

Aby Alabl, Chairman,
Plapreauy State Crickat
Assoclation, explained tha
thie talest hignk was arganized
to dmocwar hidden telents
that would an day reoresert
e cournry.

He painted out that they
would be '\'i!-iI'Jr\-g fivie schoals
where shout four thausand
cricket prayverd were Exgeched
o be discowvered, adding that
Higeana was rated o inthe
warld &g o result of magsia
awargness and discoeries,

Quessn Joseph, the orickar
Mayer wha represenbed the
countFy  in tha Undar-10
Crickat World Cup in

Biotwwana, dischosed that the |

sacrel beEnind Ner Sucoess was
=tartineg the game ot a tender
age and advised Degenars
nob o give up &s the sky
wouhd ba their imit,

The expérignce | acgured
in the gamée over bma,
arpeclally curing the Under
15 ¥Weard Cup i Babswara, 1s
whiat ]l want to impart to these
schanl pupils 5 that we can
hawe more plepers that wil
represent not only the siate
byl R counkry St larga " ghe
3.

THE Plateau
Govearnmant says

State

it

intends to include
prassroots sports
develgpment in next

yaar's budget az 2
deliberate action bowards
imipronying the sectorn
Gavernaor Caleb
Muthwang disclosed this
whan hea racoived some
secondary school shudents
who made the state proud
by bringing laurels in 3

Marathan event held in
Kaduna State recently,
Receiving the six

students who represented
the state in different
categories of the
marathaon, Che gowemnos

Mutfwang

emphasizes

the need for
grassroots sports devt.

| By PETER TITLE

disdiosad that, fram next
vear, sach local
govarnment in the state
would be expected to
organise (kS own Sports
festival in order to fish out
hidden takents,

The governor, who said
the |ife of an athlete was
based on discipling,
pledged o provice the
necessary sporiing

5:.

. - i - -
Cross-sactiion of Marathon winmers duning fhe wisit af Governmenid Howse

| facifities for sports to

thrwe in the state.

On his part, lzader af the
delegation and stake
Commissionar for
Secondery Education,
Mohammed HNyalum,
thankad the gowernor for
supporting the activities of
the ministry and pledged
toda the state proud at the
international sparting
event o be held in Mainobi,
Kanya,



The distinction betwesn
ECONMMIE  ASeessily—T pust
rustle semue cattle Lo buy guns L
getend my pecpie from Yan Sa-
kai"—and economic
spportunism—"The more cattle [
rustle, the mane guns I can buy,
betorming  more  powerful  and
wealthy " —is subtle. Many herders
wiho initiaily took up arms for seff-
defience have sinte become
hardered crirminal

The corflict in the morth remains
cynamic and mobie. The bass of

cperations  for bandits @n the
narthwest can  shift  rapidly.
Additionally, cangs aften
callaboreia  with  other  Bandit

Qo b conduct attacks Tar fram
thedr camps, drwen by both
scpportunity  ang mecessily. Far
inttance, bandit Doga Gide,
usisatly based in the Birnin Swarl
forest straddling Kaduna and
Miper states,
Birnin Yaur in Kebdd stake for 2
mass kidnapging In July 2021, a5
many schobic doger o his camps
had closed coe o banditry
Bandits typically mave on
motorcycles but 2lso  utilize
waterways, aspecially during the
rainy season, Lo Lransport
thernselves and their weapons via
Canoe,

Zamiarz stamds 25 the egicentre
of banditry, albeit lacal
government areas (LEAs) ‘within
Sokobo, Kebbd, Katsena, MNiger, and
Kaduna that border Zamfam are
also severely affected. For
example, Sabon Birni, Isa, and
Rabah, Goronyo In eastern
Sakate, bordering Zamfara's
Shinkafi LGA, hawve been amang
thE hardast Bk T e Sirsin Geari
reghon 0 westem Kadune high
lewels aff viglenoe are linked to its
forest nebwarks extending into
Zamfara,

Bandilry 15 aso evolving, with
graups have expanded their
operations to include kidnapping
fes ransom, & highly prafitable
Lactic that fueks their sctivitias, In
g significant strategie shift, the
abduction of schosl children has
become a favoured method for
banaits, not@bly highlightea by
the audackous Kidnapping of the
Kankasa =choolboys by Auwalu
Deudawa In Katsina sktate In
Depember 2020. Sinca  these
incidents, the Ekldnapping of
school children has. become a
pobent weapon, with the mest
recent being the kklnapgng in
Kuriga, Kaduna state in March 2024

Estimatac sueggest there ars owar

30 bandit warlords, each

targetsd distant -

NUHU RTIBADLU

Addressing multi-dimensional inse

mmmandlng gt least S0 I'Igh[Er“i.
operational acrozs  different
regions of Nartharn Nigera, Lka
in the pre-colanial era, kinship
and community Ues coatinue 1o
play significant robes in Banditny,
with Bandit groups oftan
I'.I|."Er'-éll.|||§ withan delined ethnkc
or kinshig lines, farmirg bandil
families or clans. Theoe groups
rely on extansive nelwarks af
infgrmants, - safe F.q:IIJE-E'E.I and
IIII'ﬂ:'T‘llJFii':.' EIJD-,".'II:IIT ta avade
authaorities ar rival factions. The
Iayalty within these families and
the code of =lapce  among
COMAmyLI Nty membears have made
it challemging for autheritles to
effectively combat bandiory,

The importance of a bandit
leader extends beyond mere
strength and the size of thalr
forces ar weapanny, it alse hinges
on thg prowess of thair affiliated
musicians and the pogularity of
theirsangs, Mast nandit kingpins
lzcally known as “Kachalla,”
Beasis ﬁ[!lel:'iﬂl SOrs alltributes to
“‘1EI'F1I COnErfUning 1o their I'I'1'\l|'[r'|
and avre. Hausa speaking
Migenans in their 405 and abewve
wi il undeaubledhy be familige with
the Sangs al Kassu  Zurmi,
Gambu ang other musicians who
seryed as Fl.'!:-‘SE SinGars Lo bandit
famifies and noted Hll'lgl:lﬂ"_-'p- in
the pasl. Today, this trend has
continsed with the amargenca aof
a naw breed of bandit-musicians,
including figures ke the late
Suraje, Adamu Avuba,
Hammady, Makaho, Mal, Jika,
and Malgar -the latter three abl
hiadl fromn Dunbgirem in bhe Surmnd
LGa of Famfara state. These

FRAGMENT

The Islamist insurgency in Northern Nigeria,
spearheaded by groups like Boko Haram and its offshoots
including ISWAP has dramatically reshaped the region.
Founded in 2002 by Mohammed Yusuf, Boko Haram
initially targeted Western education and aimed to
implement Sharia law,. seeking to establish an Islamic
state in Nigeria. But following Yusufs death in 2009,
under Abubakar Shekau's feadership, Boko Haram
escalated its campaign, launching widespread attacks
against the government, security forces, and civilians.

NUHU RIBADU

bandit-musicians play a pivotal
rale in Uhe beanditry ecosystemn,
with thar gangs sending B2 &
maasere of 8 bandit kingpin's
powier and nfluencs.

The menace of banditry, while

histarically entrenched in the
soflp-econamic. fabric of
Morthern Nigerla, has undergaene
& sEjnilicant trandfarmakion.
Previously confined ta  Pocal
skirmishes and catife rustling,
madern-day  banditry in the
reglon has escalated into &
jucrative and deadly operatian,
This Inwgdves  kidnapping  for
ransom and large-scale vickence
that destabilises entire
communities. This evolution
reflects broadar soCio-economic
despair and a governance
vacuum, realities that have
aliowed bondits to grow their
tactics and access tha
sophieticabed weaponry, To o this
end addressing banditry  Loday
reguires not anly & security
response bBut alse an
understanding and addresaing of
Its deep-rocted causes,

The Ielamisk imsurgency 6
Merthern Migeris, spearfesded
by groips like Boko Hasam and
It5 offsheots Including 1SWAF has
dramatically reshaped the
régien, Founded i ZDO2 by
Mohamimed Yusul, Boke Haram
initially targeted Western
education and aimed to
implernent Sharla law, seeking to
ectablish an Islamic stafe in
Migena, But following  Yusuls
death In 2009, under Abubakar
Shakau's leadership, Boko
Haram ascalated its campalgn,

curity challenges i

taunching  wicespread atacks
against the goverrmment, security
forces, Brd crvibans.

Ansary, which emerged fram
Balog Haram in 2012, and 15WAP,
which formed v Z016 and
pledged alleglance to 1515,
represent signdficant fractures of
the origingl movement. These
giroups hiave Aol anly
perpetuzted the conflict but also
broadened its scoge from the
Mortheast across ta the
Morthwest and Narth-Central
manes of Nigeria, Interbwining
with Facad bondtry and exploiting
community  gricvances. This
complex web of Insurgent
acthvity, coupled with effots tn
embed within local populations
and ewen collaborate with
bamdits, has fuelled a
devadtating humanitarian crigg
marked by mass displacement
and saverg socio-econsmic
disruption, The Boke Haram
insurgency has directly and
indirectly caused the dsaths of
tens of thowsands af Higerians
ard the displacement of milllons
significantly hindering secio-
aconomic develppment and
altering the - security, socio
econamic, and geopoditical fapn
of the reglon

Tha growih of interactions with
the other insecusity chiallenges
across  Nodhem BMigena is 2
concerning trend. In the
northevest, a reglon  already
traubled by bandit graups, there
it an amerging cooparation
belween these bandits and
terrarist groups, often invalving
firancial edchanges, in states

n N/Nigeria

such as Zamfara, MWiger and
Katsina. This callabaratian,
porticulerly arcund the sharing of
resources Bul alea sround |local
terrain knowledge, aoses a risk
al Escalatlng the Curcent
Insecurity. For instanca, the train
attack in ¥aduna o March 2022
was 8 joint operabion between a
Baka Haram faction and the late
all Kawiale, a prominent bandit
warlord. But Boko Haram
factions are not alone In this
approach, Angand and 1SWARS

strategies have alsg mduded
praviding support  against
bandits in exchange for

community - allegfance and
opErating in strategc kocations
like Dandume, Birmni Swan and
the Shiroro axis, This
multifaceted Iinsurgeady
landscape, marked by potenbial
for Both cooperation and
infighting emong groups. not anly
has immadiate impacts for
rasidents, but significantly
camplicates effarts to address
insecurity InMortharn Migera

Thie age-old conflict over scarce
resgurces bebween aomadic
Rerdiers and settled farmers has
Intensitied in North-Central
sfates such a5 Kaduma Benue
ard MWasarawa exacerbated by
climate change, population
growth, and fand degradation
These clashes anano kager mere
rasource disputes bul are
Increasingly Interpreted through
lanses of athnicity and refigion,
acding fayers of comphesity o an
already volatite situatian. In this
way the conflicts in the Norih-
Central stabes of NMNlgeria are
emblematic of & brodder ciridls
facing the country, where
griranmental, economic, and
sacielal pressures. converge 1o
Fuel woksnce.

Histerlcally, the relastionship
betwean nomadic herders and
settled farmers was symblotc.
Herders' cottle woulkd graze on
leftavar crops from farmars'
figlds prowviding manura far the
next  planting season. Bk the
historical migratien patterns and
pastoral livelihopds are now in
direct conflict with maodearn
aoricuitural prachices and land
use polices, leading to recurrent
Wiplenca and community
ruptures, Furthermore, this
refatisnzhip has been strained by
climata change, population
growth, and land degradation,
which have led to & reduction n
availabla grazing land and watar
rsSOLrees,

To be continued
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