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SINCE the year 2000 

when it was posited that 

the world was coming to an 

end, so many things have 

taken a turn for the worse. 

We have continued to 

witness the depreciation in 

the value of our currency, 

the rise in crime and 

criminality, the abuse of 

our culture and values and 

the outright revolts against 

the many norms that had 

come to define us as a 

people. It has been said 

that we are in an era when 

the things we were used to 

must give way to those 

things that have been 

f a s h i o n e d  b y  t h e  

millennials or what they 

call disruptive technology. 

At once, our social fabrics 

have been completely 

d i s o r g a n i z e d  a n d  

disoriented and, in fact, 

flushed down the drain yet 

alternatives have not been 

constructed to replace 

them.
Towns and communities 

that were hitherto closely 

knitted became war zones 

and our living patterns 

c h a n g e d  o ve r n i g h t .  

Neighbours became sworn 

enemies and could no 

l o n g e r  r e l a t e  t o  

themselves with the usual 

conviviality. Things that 

were  shared  dur ing  

festivities across religious 

and ethnic divides were no 

longer sent to even 

neighbours who shared the 

same faith and lived in the 

s a m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

Overnight everybody built 

a prison wall around 

themselves and everybody 

was no longer a part of the 

society in which they lived.
Our millennial children, 

because of the exigencies 

of their births, did not have 

the luxury of relating with 

their peers like we did and 

therefore, grew to see the 

world differently. They 

never saw and still do not 

see the extended family as 

meaningful. They rather 

see their  immediate 

families as all that there is. 

But it is not their fault. We 

created the conditions, the 

monsters that have shaped 

them. Because they 

scarcely relate with their 

peers, television and the 

social media became their 

companions and teachers. 

And because parents had 

no time to devote to their 

children because of the 

pursuit of daily livings, 

they did not notice the 

harm they were inflicting 

on the minds of these 

young and impressionable 

lot.
Cultism, which was 

something unheard of in 

our society has become 

the norm. Our streets 

these days are strewn with 

corpses as a result of their 

activities. The streets are 

no longer safe neither are 

those who live on them. 

Fathers dare not speak to 

their own children for fear 

of being targeted and 

dealt with. Mothers cover 

their faces in shame each 

time the names of their 

ch i l d ren ,  who  have  

decided to waste their 

lives by joining cult 

groups, are mentioned. 

Something needs to be 

down to arrest this 

unfortunate descend to 

chaos and doom. We need 

to again look at our value 

system and try to sort 

ourselves out. We cannot 

continue sliding down this 

dangerous and slippery 

path that is obviously 

leading our society to 

crash and self-destruct.
Some parents who gave 

birth and threw their 

children onto the streets 

have created a ready- 

made army for our 

po l i t i c ians  who use  

coercion to secure their 

political positions. These 

street urchins have not 

o n l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a  

nuisance to the society but 

h ave  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

entrenching a culture of 

violence and destruction 

on it. This has made their 

generation to see violence 

as normal. It is no wonder 

then that the crises which 

have bedeviled our society 

have refused to go away. 

T h e s e  c r i s e s  k e e p  

mutating from one form to 

another.
Our religious leaders 

need to look at themselves 

again and determine 

whether the theology they 

are teaching is what our 

forefathers taught them. 

The leadership must also 

share in the blame. They 

have used public offices to 

pauperize the masses who 

i n  t u r n  a t  e v e r y  

opportunity grab whatever 

comes their way. The elites 

have a lot of work to do if 

we are to truly fix our 

society. They cannot 

continue to live in the 

illusion that whatever they 

steal would be able to take 

care of their families when 

they answer the ultimate 

call.
They must note that even 

those prison walls they 

have built around them 

cannot provide the needed 

protection when the poor 

and hungry decide that 

enough is enough. Our 

country has more than 

enough resources to 

provide the basics of life 

for everybody. What needs 

to be done and is undone, 

is for those entrusted with 

managing these resources 

to be sincere, frugal and 

honest. And nepotism, 

ethnicity, regionalism 

needs to be helmed and 

ostrac ized from our 

society to allow everybody 

realize their potentials. 

When we keep promoting 

mediocrity, we would 

continue to wallow in the 

wilderness and will never 

get it right.

Our religious 

leaders need to look 

at themselves again 

and determine 

whether the 

theology they are 

teaching is what 

our forefathers 

taught them. The 

leadership must 

also share in the 

blame. They have 

used public offices 

to pauperize the 

masses who in turn 

at every 

opportunity grab 

whatever comes 

their way. The 

elites have a lot of 

work to do if we are 

to truly fix our 

society. They 

cannot continue to 

live in the illusion 

that whatever they 

steal would be able 

to take care of their 

families when they 

answer the ultimate 

call.

Let not our children go mad 

A Non-Governmental 
Organisation, the Dual 
Care and HIV Prevention 
Init iat ive (DCI), has 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
Honourable members of 
Kogi State House of 
A s s e m b l y  f o r  t h e i r  
Humanitarian gesture 
towards the vulnerable 
citizens of Kogi State.
Pastor Mrs Roseline Alabi, 
the Executive Director of 
D C I ,  g a v e  t h e  
commendat ion  wh i l e  
presenting certificates of 
Credence to members of 
Kogi State House of 
Assembly in Lokoja.
" I  a m  u s i n g  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
congratulate Members of 
Kogi State House of 
Assembly for their first 100 
days in office, and for 
suppo r t i ng  the  l e s s  
privileged in the state.
"The members have used 
their office judiciously by 
supporting children living 
with HIV with funds which 
has never happened in the 
history of Kogi State House 
o f  A s s e m b l y .
That is why we are giving 
the members Certificates 
of Credence as well as the 
Parent of the Year award to 
the Speaker, Rt Hon. Aliyu 
Umar Yusuf,, and his 
Deputy, Mrs Comfort 
Nwochiola. They have 
always supported the DCI 
any time we called upon 
them. "We also commend 
them for their interest in 
collaborating with the Civil 
Society Organizations in 
the state especially the 
D C I , "  A l a b i  s a i d .
She expressed confidence 
in the ability of the House 
members to give speedy 
hear ing to the Ant i  
Stigmatization Bill on HIV 
that is presently before the 
House, and special ly 
appreciated the Speaker as 
well as the Deputy for 
laying good examples for 
others to follow in helping 
human i t y  e spe c i a l l y  
vulnerable people in the 
s o c i e t y .
Alabi also expressed her 
appreciation to Dr. Mrs 

Folashade Arike Ayoade, 
Secretary to the Government 
of the State (SGS) Kogi State 
for supporting the widows and 
orphans in the state through 
h e r  N G O ,  F A I W O .
Alabi praised the SGS for her 
tireless contributions to 
support ing widows and 
orphans in the society through 
provision of foodstuffs, 
financial support and the 
payment of school fees for 
orphans in the society.
"Nothing is too much or too 

small to give in putting smiles 
on the faces of the vulnerable 
particularly in this trying time, 
as  "there couldn't have been a 
better time to render selfless 
service to the have not like 
n o w , "  A l a b i  s a i d .
She urged governments, 
corporate organisations and 
well-meaning individuals to 
support  the vulnerable 
through funding towards 
sensitisation and awareness 
creation on HIV prevention 
a n d  t r e a t m e n t .

DCI lauds Kogi Assembly Members for humanitarian gesture

From AMEDU JOSEPH, Lokoja

Sokoto APC rates its Governor High
From 

ANENE AIKE, Sokoto

Sokoto state chapter of 
the Al l  Progressives 
Congress (APC) has said 
that Governor Ahmed 
Aliyu Sokoto is piloting the 
state to a destination of 
hope and glory for people 
of the state.

The party said the 
government of Governor 
A l i y u  S o k o t o  h a s  
surpassed with difference 
the immediate past  
government of opposition 
PDP that left no positive 
legacy except “dismal 
records of performance”

T h e  s t a t e  p a r t y  
chairman, Sadiq Isah 
Achida, said in Sokoto as 
he explained that the 
g o v e r n o r  h a s  n o t  
disappointed both the 

party and electorate who 
gave him the mandate to 
lead them.

“The governor has shown 
competence and resilience 
in delivering services to the 
people.  “We are living 
witnesses to the numerous 
achievements recorded in 
just one year.

“No doubt, Sokoto state is 
fast being repositioned in 
many respects and spheres 
of infrastructural and 
h u m a n  w e l f a r e  
development”, he pointed 
out.

According to Achida, 
Sokoto state was gradually 
taking its rightful space in 
terms of development and 
prov is ions of  human 
oriented needs.

“ A l l  p o l i c i e s  a n d  
programmes are human 

oriented in order to give 
our people sense of 
belonging and restore 
c o n f i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  
government”, he said.

Achida explained that all 
situations were being 
looked into especially 
secur i ty issues with 
commitment to remedy 
them within the time 
space.

“With these efforts, I am 
urging all and sundry 
across the state to 
demonstrate readiness 
and support for the 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
passionately deliver the 
dividends of democracy 
through it purposeful 
action plan for good 
g o v e r n a n c e  “ ,  h e  
appealed.

A former governor of Oyo 

State and the Otun Olubadan 

of Ibadanland, High Chief 

Rasidi Adewolu Ladoja has 

declared that it is the Oluwo 

that has the power to install 

the Olubadan of Ibadanland 

and not the governor. 
L a d o j a  m a d e  t h i s  

declaration while addressing 

journalists who thronged his 

Bodija Ibadan residence for 

the Eld-Kabir festival on 

Sunday. 
The former governor, while 

speaking faulted Governor 

Seyi Makinde over his 

comments on health status of 

the Olubadan designate, Oba 

Owolabi Olakulehin.
He said the governor was 

wrong for saying Olakulehin 

will be enthroned when he is 

fit to be Olubadan. 
Ladoja while speaking, 

further said that only Ibadan 

people can enthrone Olubadan 

not the governor.
He added that Makinde can 

only present Staff of Office and 

instrument of office to the 

Olubadan designate not 

enthrone him.
The statement opined that 

"As far as I am concerned, 

Olakulehin is our Olubadan. 

The governor might have 

access to medical records of 

Olakulehin's health, or send his 

doctors to access his health or 

use artificial intelligence to do 

that," the former governor 

pointed out. 
"I don't have any problem if 

the governor refuses to give 

h im Staf f  o f  Of f i ce  or  

instrument of office, but he is 

not the one to enthrone him," 

Ladoja added.
“Olakulehin is an aged man, 

we didn't expect him to still be 

acting like a youth," the former 

governor concluded.

Installation of Olubadan not governor's
 problem- Ladoja

From MUSLIUDEEN ADEBAYO,
 Ibadan 

News

Gov. Ododo
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Change of Name
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I, formerly known as DAUDA 

ESTHER RWANG, now wish to 

be known and addressed as 

DUNG ESTHER DAUDA. All 

former documents remain valid.  

All concerned authorities and 

the general public to please take 

note.

I, formerly known as DEME 

JOSEPH, now wish to be known 

and addressed as DUMU 

JOSEPH DEME. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take 

note.

I, formerly known as BALWA 

YELLOW TULA, now wish to be 

known and addressed as BALWA 

VIVANDAK TULA. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as HELYA 
BITRUS DANLADI, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
HELYA BITRUS DANIEL. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

I, formerly known as ISHAKU 
BITRUS LAWUS, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ISHAKU 
IZANG YARO. Al l  former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.

DUNG DANLAMI

BALWA

HELYA 

I, formerly known as ABOK 

ARIN, now wish to be known and 

addressed as ABOK-ARIN 

ANAP ANGEL. All former 

documents remain valid.  All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public please take note.

ABOK

I, formerly known as HAMIDU 

HADIZA, now wish to be known 

and addressed as HAMIDU 

HADIZA DAGUM. All former 

documents remain valid. All 

concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as KANE 
DEBORAH, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
DANING DEBORAH. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
CHIBUNDU REGINA, now 
wish to be known and 
addressed as CHIBUNDU 
REGINA ONUOHA.  All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

HAMIDU

DANING

CHIBUNDU ISHAYA

I, formerly known as DAMANG 
HELEN, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DAMANG 
HELINE ANAMAN. All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ESTHER 
TIMOTHY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ESTHER IDI. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  Correct date of birth is 
15/9/1990 not 15/9/1985. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as ISAIAH 
FRIDAY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ISHAYA 
ZINGAK. All former documents 
remain valid. Correct date of birth 
is 15th December, 2002. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

DAMANG

ESTHER

I, formerly known as BITRUS 
SAMUEL, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DANG BITRUS 
SAMUEL.   All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

I, formerly known as NAOMI 

DABWO ABWO, now wish to be 

known and addressed  as 

NAOMI MORINA ABWO. All 

former documents remain valid. 

All concerned authorities and the 

general public should please take 

note.

I, formerly known as SALIM 
ABDULLAHI MUHAMMED, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
A B D U L L A H I  S A L I M  
MUHAMMAD.   All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DANIEL 
OBADIAH, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DANIEL 
OBADIAH BOBAI.   All former 
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

DANG

NAOMI

ABDULLAHI DANIEL

I, formerly known as CHRISTIAN 
BLESSING, ANIGBO BLESSING 
NGOZI, now wish to be known 
and  addressed  as  AGBO 
BLESSING. All former documents 
remain valid. All concerned 
authorities and the general public 
should please take note.

MAHANNAN

AGBO

ISHAKU KWANDE TERDO
I, formerly known as MANCHA 
PETER, now wish to be known 
and addressed MANCHA 
PETER MWANGWONG. All 
former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

I, formerly known as BINSHEP 
JULNAN, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
B I N S H E P  G O D W I L L  
JULNAN. All former documents 
remain valid.  Correct date of 
birth is 3/3/2002. All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I,  formerly known as 
I F E A N Y I  F R A N C I S  
OGBULANKWO, now wish 
to be known and addressed 
as IFEANYI ONYEKACHI. 
All former documents remain 
val id.   Al l  concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

MANCHA BINSHEP IFEANYI

I, formerly known as ABU 
J E R E M I A H  G B O K S O N ,  
JEREMIAH GBOKSON, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
a s  A B U  J E R E M I A H  
G B O K S O N .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 

I, formerly known as JOSEPH 
GRACE, now wish to be known 
and addressed as GARBA 
MARGRET HOSEA. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DAKUP 
GODENNAAN DAKUP now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as DAKUP GODENNAAN 
JOHN. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

ABU GARBADAKUP

JOY

I, formerly known as JOEL 
EMMANUEL, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
LEKKOP ARBER ROBERT. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as PETER 
DAWAM, now wish to be known 
and addressed as DAWAM 
DANIEL GURUMDAT. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and 
the general public to please take 
note.

KUBGAKDAWAM

LEKKOP

NAMANG

I, formerly known as ILIYA 
HANNATU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
N A M A N G  H A N N A T U  
M U T O N G .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid. All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public should please 
take note.

I, formerly known as KWANNE 
NAANYUAM NOEL, now wish to 
be known and addressed as 
KWANDE NOEL NAANTUAM. All 
former documents remain valid. 
Correct date of birth is 28th 
August, 1988 not 28th July, 1988. 
All concerned authorities and the 
general public should please take 
note.

DANIEL

JALLA ANPE

I, formerly known as JOHN 
LAMNENNNA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as 
D A N I E L  C H U N D U N G  
SAMSON. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

JOSHUA 
I, formerly known as BULUS 
JUMMAI ALI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as ALI 
JUMMAI. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

I, formerly known as KABANG 
HABIBA SATI, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SATI 
HABIBA. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

OGUCHE

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  
ABDULLAHI SALAMATU, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as USMAN SALAMATU. All 
former documents remain valid.  
All concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as EZEKIEL 
JALLA, now wish to be known 
and addressed as JALLA 
IBRAHIM EZEKIEL. All former 
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

I, formerly known as DANJUMA 
LUCY, now wish to be known and 
addressed as ANPE LUCY 
D A N J U M A .  A l l  f o r m e r  
documents remain valid.  All 
concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take 
note.

MUSA

I, formerly known as SANI 
ASABE CALEB, now wish to be 
known and addressed as CALEB 
ASABE. All former documents 
remain valid.  All concerned 
authorities and the general 
public to please take note.

AARONHANNATUISAH

I, formerly known as MAREN 

RUTH UNDICK, now wish to be 

known  and  add ressed  as  

MAHANNAN RUTH MAREN. All 

former documents remain valid. 

NIMC and the general public should 

please take note.

I ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s            
TERDO ALICE SHANPEPE, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as   TERDO ALICE MATAWAL. 
All former documents remain 
valid.  All concerned authorities 
and the general public to please 
take note.

ALISATI MUSA CALEBHANNATUUSMAN

I DUMU

This is to notify the general public of the lost 
of original copy of Right of Occupancy ( R of O) 
with No. Pl57447 of property located at No. 15 
Naraguta Avenue Old GRA Jos and belonging to 
Mr. PHILLIP SUWA DIMKA.
All efforts made to traced the said document 

proved abortive.
The ministry of Lands, Survey and Town 

Planning Jos and other concerned authoiities to 
please take note.

Signed:
PHILLIP SUWA DIMKA

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the above named Organization has applied to the 
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC). Abuja for registration Under Part "F" of Companies and 
Allied Matter's Act, 2020.

THE TRUSTEES-ARE
1. Gopar Yilkang Wulengkah - Chairman
2. Tokbish Yohanna - Secretary
3.Kosen Joseph 
4. Gofwan Afiya 
5. Danjuma Briskila
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Objectives for the Dingkir Humanitarian Initiative (DHI)
1. Provision of Humanitarian Services: 
  - Addressing the health needs of vulnerable populations, with a focus on HIV/AIDS,    
   malaria, tuberculosis, and cancer.
2. Promotion of Gender Equality:   
   - Addressing and reducing gender inequalities in health and social services.
3. Support for Adolescents and Young Persons:     
    - Providing targeted health education and support services to adolescents and young 
     individuals.  
4. Assistance to Hard-to-Reach and Key Populations:   
   - Offering support to persons with disabilities (PLWD), internally displaced persons 

(IDPs), orphans and vulnerable children (OVCs), widows, and the less privileged etc.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the registrar, General Corporate 

Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama Abuja, within 
28 days of this publication.

SIGNED: SECRETARY

Dingkir Humanitarian Initiative (DHI)

PUBLIC NOTICE

News

IDA condemns killings in Irigwe land

WORRIED by  the  
incessant attacks and 
k i l l i n g s  i n  I r i g w e  
communities of Bassa 
Local Government Area 
of Plateau State, the 
Irigwe Development 
Association (IDA) rose 
from its meeting held on 
June 16, 2024 with a 
strong condemnation of 
the heinous acts which 
they said began since 
2000.

In a communique 
signed by IDA President, 
Rev. (Dr) Daniel Gya, and 
Genera l  Sec re ta ry,  
Danjuma Dickson Auta, 
the group noted that 
statistics had shown that 
over 1,300 Irigwe people 
were killed between 
2017 and 2024, leaving 
many widowed and 
orphaned.

The communique also 
lamented that some 
communities had been 
completely wiped out, 
homes destroyed and 
the lands hitherto used 
for farming had been 
turned into grazing 
lands.

IDA noted that the 
Irigwe people had lived 
peacefully with the 
Fulani and requested for 
the payment of N1, 
000,000,000.00 as  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  
families of people so far 
killed.

T h e  c o m m u n i q u e  
disclosed that “the peace 
pact championed by the 
commander  o f the 
Special Task Force (STF) 
of the 'Operation Safe 
Haven' between the 
Rigwe and the resident 
Fu lan is  have been 
flagrantly abused by the 

Fulanis returning to the 
land without obeying the 
terms of the agreement.”

While noting that the 
agreement was signed 
on July 13, 2022, by the 
representatives of the 
Irigwe nation and the 
Fulani residents and 
countersigned by the 
commander of STF, 
representatives of the 
l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  
governments, PIRC, 
Plateau State Peace 
B u i l d i n g  A g e n c y ,  
Interfaith Mediation 
Centre (IMC), Dialogue, 
Reconciliation and Peace 
Center (DREP) and the 
representative of the 
United States Institute of 
Peace (USIP0), the 
communique however 
stated that, “sadly, this 
agreement was not 
implemented and the 
killings continued.”

Accord ing  to  the  
communique, “If any 
Fulani man does not own 
property in Rigwe land, 
such a person has no 
business grazing in 
Rigweland and those 
who own property in 
Rigweland, should return 
to their lands accordingly 
and graze on their own 
property.

“If they do not return, 
they would graze their 
herds where they are 
living. We do not agree 
with Fulani's living on the 
outskirts and coming to 
grace on our farmlands.”

The IDA stated that, 
because the Irigwe had 
co-existed peacefully 
with the Fulani, they 
must submit to the 
authorities in the land by 
a b i d i n g  b y  t h e i r  
resolutions.

By VICTOR ALI

PUBLIC NOTICE



'In Nigeria, a tyre never quite dies'

By 
SAEED KAMALI DEHGHAN
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The photographer Andrew Esiebo travelled around the city capturing how car tyres otherwise destined for the dump are finding second lives as seats, 
fences and swings

THE work of a vulcaniser is not 
unlike that of a surgeon, says the 
Nigerian photographer Andrew 
Esiebo. Armed with precision 
tools, vulcanisers across Nigeria 
extend the lives of tyres 
otherwise destined for the scrap 
heap.

“Vulcanisers are like doctors for 
tyres because the way they work 
is like surgery,” says Esiebo, who 
has chronicled how used tyres 
are being repurposed in Lagos in 
a photography series exhibited as 
part of the British Academy-
funded Pneuma-City project.

“In Nigeria, a tyre never quite 
dies. It's made from non-
degradable material. However, 
even when the tyre is out of the 
car, there's still a use for it.”

E s i e b o ' s  w o r k  s h o w s  

repurposed tyres scattered 
across the city, where they are 
used as flower pots, football 
goa l po s t s ,  punch  bags ,  
makeshift tables, swings in a 
park and even seating in trendy 
bars. A company in Nigeria, he 
says, is recycling waste tyres to 
become floor tiles for a 
playground.

Esiebo's photos are shown in 
the headquarters of the 
vulcanisers' association in the 
Lagos neighbourhood of Mushin. 
The association's motto is “no 
tyre, no movement”.

The photos are simultaneously 
being exhibited in seven 
vulcaniser workshops across the 
city, curated by the Lisbon-
based Inês Vallee.

“It was a way of pushing 
photography beyond the 
conventional space,” Esiebo 
says.

A freelance photographer 
based  in  Lagos ,  Es iebo  

documents the rapid development 
of urban Nigeria. He started 
shooting the project in 2019 and 
continued until 2023.

Vulcanisers play “an essential 
role” in prolonging a tyre's life in a 
country with a high cost of living, 
where “changing a tyre is not 
always easy”, Esiebo says. Lagos is 
a city of 20 million people, with 
roughly 2m cars on its roads.

Scrap tyres are a global problem, 
with some western countries 
dumping them in developing 
nations such as India in a 
phenomenon dubbed as “waste 
colonialism”.

Dr David Garbin, from the 
University of Kent, is intrigued by 
the imported old European tyres 
(known as tokunbo) getting a 
second life in Lagos. Many get 
discarded and rescued by artists, 
he says, whose sculptures 
sometimes are acquired by 
galleries in Europe.

Echoing Esiebo, Garbin says 

vulcanisers are doctors 
because “they cure and fix” the 
tyres, but also because they 
diagnose tyre conditions and 
advise drivers when to replace 
them.

“Many vulcanisers we spoke 
to shared their experience of 
getting seriously injured by 
exploding tyres,” he adds.

“The work is challenging, with 
low and unpredictable income. 
Vulcanisers endure long hours 
on busy roadsides, exposed to 
pollution and heavy traffic, 
without formal protections 
such as pensions or health 
insurance .  Desp i te  the  
precarious nature of their work, 
they consider themselves 
essential to keeping the city 
moving.

“They 'patch' the city, 
enabl ing dai ly mobi l i ty,  
especially for affordable public 
transport like the iconic danfos 
(yellow buses) and okadas 
(motorcycle taxis).” 

A tyre's material resilience, 
Garbin says, “is both a blessing 
and curse, allowing non-
biodegradable tyres to cling to 
the urban fabric, potentially 
becoming breeding grounds for 
malar ia l  mosqu i toes  or  
blocking waterways and 
drains.”

Esiebo's favourite photo of 
the series is one showing “a guy 
having a nap on a roll of tyres”. 
“That shows the ingenuity of it,” 
he says.

“We upcycle almost everything 
i n  N i g e r i a ,”  h e  a d d s .  
“Organically, we have a culture 
of upcycling; it's our way of life. 
It's just that we don't put the 
word to it.”

This is what we're up against 
Teams of lawyers from the rich 
and powerful trying to stop us 
publishing stories they don't 
want you to see. 

Lobby groups with opaque 
funding who are determined to 
undermine facts about the 
climate emergency and other 
established science. 

Authoritarian states with no 
regard for the freedom of the 
press.

B a d  a c t o r s  s p r e a d i n g  
d is informat ion onl ine to 
undermine democracy. 

But we have something 
powerful on our side. 

We've got you. 
The Guardian is funded by 

readers like you in Nigeria and 
the only person who decides 
what we publish is our editor. 

If you want to join us in our 
mission to share independent, 
global journalism to the world, 
we'd love to have you on side.

If you can, please support us 
on a monthly basis. It takes less 
than a minute to set up, and you 
can rest assured that you're 
making a big impact every 
single month in support of open, 
independent journalism. Thank 
you.

BBC Africa

“Vulcanisers play “an essential role” in prolonging a 

tyre's life in a country with a high cost of living, where 

“changing a tyre is not always easy”, Esiebo says. Lagos 

is a city of 20 million people, with roughly 2m cars on its 

roads. Scrap tyres are a global problem, with some 

western countries dumping them in developing nations 

such as India in a phenomenon dubbed as “waste 

colonialism”.
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to sexual molestation and ritual 
targeting.

To address these challenges, 
Nigeria has called for the 
establishment of the ECOWAS 
Agency for Disability Affairs. This 
agency aims to integrate regional 
disability policies and strategies for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  e q u a l  
opportunities in communities. It 
also seeks to provide mechanisms 
to protect, promote, support, and 
respect the actions of people with 
disabilities.

Nigeria has also launched the 
'Beyond Disability' project, which 
aims to promote the inclusion of 
persons with disabilities in society. 
The project seeks to raise 
awareness and challenge harmful 
soc ieta l  att i tudes towards 
individuals with disabilities.

The Discrimination Against 
Pe r sons  w i t h  D i s ab i l i t i e s  
(Prohibition) Act of 2018 is a 
significant step towards promoting 
the rights of persons with 
disabilities in Nigeria. The Act gives 
a 5-year window for all public 
buildings to create access for 
persons with disabilities.

The ECOWAS ministers have 
adopted an action plan on social 
inclusion to bridge the gaps 
affecting people with disabilities. 
The plan advocates for the 
employment of persons with 
disabilities as part of the 
commission's effort to prioritize 
inclusion. This plan covers the 
period of 2022 to 2030 and aims to 
impact the living conditions of 

THE Federal Government's 
recent step to seal offices and 
public buildings without provisions 
for persons living with disabilities 
is a welcome development. This 
move aims to cushion the 
persistent hardships faced by 
individuals with disabilities in 
Nigeria. The struggles of persons 
with disabilities in Nigeria are 
multifaceted and deeply ingrained 
in the societal fabric.

Persons with disabilities face 
various challenges, including 
physical and mental impairments 
that substantially limit their life 
activities. These impairments may 
inc lude v is ion or  hear ing 
impairments, mental health 
conditions, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, chronic 
medical conditions, or other 
conditions that affect their daily 
lives.

Unfortunately, societal attitudes 
towards persons with disabilities 
are often unfavorable. They are 
frequently treated with disdain, 
leading to mistreatment and 
stigmatization. Persons with 
disabilities often struggle to find 
relevance among their peers, 
facing challenges in accessing job 
opportunities, schools' enrollment, 
marriage partners, economic 
opportunities, and safe spaces for 
social interactions.

In many ethnic groups in Nigeria, 
persons with disabilities are often 
viewed as a curse from the gods or 
the result of witchcraft. This 
h a r m f u l  b e l i e f  l e a d s  t o  
stigmatization of families with 
individuals with disabilities. 
However, it is essential to 
recognize that disabilities can 
result from various factors, 
including birth defects or injuries 
sustained during life.

One of the significant challenges 
faced by persons with disabilities is 
limited accessibility to public 
spaces, transportation, and 
b u i l d i n g s .  I n a d e q u a t e  
infrastructure and a lack of 
universally designed environments 
create obstacles, limiting mobility 
and independence for individuals 
with disabilities.

Despite legislative efforts to 
promote inclusive education, 
barriers persist within educational 
institutions. Inaccessible facilities, 
a  l a c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  
accommodations, and a shortage 
of trained educators contribute to 
the academic challenges faced by 
students with disabilities.

The  job  market  can  be  
particularly challenging for 
individuals with disabilities, with 
inaccessible workplaces limiting 
their employment opportunities. 
Addressing these issues requires a 
concerted effort from employers 
and policymakers.

Public transportation systems 
often fail to consider the needs of 
people with disabilities, with 
insufficient accommodations such 
as wheelchair ramps and audible 
announcements creating barriers 
to independent mobility.

Persons living with disabilities are 
often relegated to the background 
and are vulnerable to abuse. Many 
are forced to beg for alms in public 
places, making them susceptible 

people with disabilities by 
guaranteeing their rights and full 
participation in society.

ECOWAS Commissioner for 
Humanitarian Development and 
Social Affairs, Prof. Fatou Sow, has 
assured that the sub-regional body 
will deploy all necessary support to 
ensure social inclusion of people 
with disabilities becomes a reality.

The National Commission for 
Persons with Disabilities (NCPWD) 
is an agency in Nigeria established 
in 2020 to prevent discrimination 
against persons with disabilities 
and ensure their inclusiveness in 
every sector. The commission, 

headed by James David Lalu, aims 
to implement policies, programs, 
and projects on disability and 
development across the country to 
end discrimination against the 
approximately 31 million disabled 
people in Nigeria.

The challenges faced by persons 
with disabilities in Nigeria are 
multifaceted and deeply ingrained 
in  soc ie ta l  a t t i tudes  and  
environmental barriers. However, 
with the establishment of the 
ECOWAS Agency for Disability 
Affairs, the launch of the 'Beyond 
Disability' project, and the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Discrimination Against Persons 
with Disabilities (Prohibition) Act 
of 2018, Nigeria is taking 
s ign i f i can t  s teps  towards  
promoting the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities. The National 
Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities (NCPWD) is also 
working tirelessly to ensure the 
rights and inclusiveness of persons 
with disabilities in Nigeria. 

With continued efforts and 
awareness, Nigeria can become a 
more inclusive society where 
persons with disabilities are valued 
and empowered to reach their full 
potentials.
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By JENNIFER YARIMA

Hurdles before persons with disabilities

“IN many ethnic groups in Nigeria, persons with 

disabilities are often viewed as a curse from the gods or 

the result of witchcraft. This harmful belief leads to 

stigmatization of families with individuals with 

disabilities. However, it is essential to recognize that 

disabilities can result from various factors, including 

birth defects or injuries sustained during life. One of the 

significant challenges faced by persons with disabilities 

is limited accessibility to public spaces, transportation, 

and buildings. Inadequate infrastructure and a lack of 

universally designed environments create obstacles, 

limiting mobility and independence for individuals with 

disabilities”.
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identify and fight the spread of 
fake news and ensure sanity in 

 the information eco-system.  The 
IPCR, premier peace think-tank 
and research agency of the 
Federal Government, together 
w i t h  p e a c e  a d v o c a c y  
organizations, Tomruk iHub 
Multiverse and DAKRISBENIC 
Foundation for Unity and 
Development in Africa (DAFUDA) 
assembled the experts and tools 
for the event.

With the theme, Combating 
Fake News in the Security, 
Intelligence, Economic and 
Public Service Eco-system, 
the National Fact-Checking 
Course was easily a chip off the 
United Nations' Strategy and 
Plan of Action on Hate Speech 
which was launched in June of 
2019 by UN Secretary-General, 
Antonio Guterres. Whether it is 
the conventional or New Media, 
increasing disorder in the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  e c o s y s t e m  
continues to hold dreary 
implications for world peace and 
security. It is this realization 
which, Dr.  Ochogwu said, 
formed the basis for “a 
coordinated action in all forms 
towards addressing the root 
causes of fake news for 
s u s t a i n a b l e  p e a c e  a n d  
development at local, national, 
regional and international 

IT held at the Nigeria Army 
Resource Centre, the repository 
of Nigeria's military history. On 
the premises of this expansive 
facility is military hardware the 
kind of which wartime Nigeria 
paraded. What is more, a 
massive structure, in the shape 
of a pistol lying on its side, 
houses the Nigeria Army 
Museum. Here, an enclosed 
walkway is adorned with photos 
and mementos that celebrate the 
successes of our military men 
and women; they also carry the 
tragedies that are part of our 
checkered history.    

How this facility lent itself to an 
event such as a National Fact-
check ing  Course  i s  no t  
immediately noticed in its 
serious, sensitive and rather 
t ense  a tmosphe re .  Bu t ,  
somewhere in the words of Dr. 
Joseph Ochogwu, Director-
General, Institute for Peace and 
Conflict Resolution (IPCR), this 
connection is found: 

“ The  weakness  o f  ou r  
institutions in fact-checking and 
probing the integr i ty of  
information exchanges in the 
nation's ecosystem, has further 
emboldened unscrupulous 
content creators and distributors 
to perfect their nefarious acts 
with selfish gain. This situation 
has exacerbated tensions, 
provoked political mistrust, 
fostered polarization among 
Nigerians and triggered wider 
socio-economic, cultural and 
religious changes…The deeper 
implications of fake news and 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  
include…widespread loss of lives, 
destruction of properties, 
displacement of a huge number 
of Nigerians and hindrance to 
socio-economic development.” 

rd th
From April 23  to 25 , 2024, 

media professionals, security 
opera t ives ,  c iv i l  soc ie ty  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( C S O s ) ,  
c ommun i t y  l e ade r s  and  
government officials went 
through several training modules 
designed to equip them with the 
skills required to be able to 

levels.”
With recent advances in 

information and communication 
technology, it is contradiction in 
terms when the tools for 
development are the same tools 
that account for the destruction 
of society. But as Dr. Odeyemi 
Olayiwole, lead presenter at the 
event concurred in his paper, 
C r i s i s  M a n a g e m e n t :  
Leadership Strategies for 
A d d r e s s i n g  F a l s e  
Information, purveyors of fake 
news are not guided by ethical or 
moral considerations. Because 
they are merely in pursuit of an 
agenda, Dr. Olayiwole said, an 
effective response mechanism 
ought to be put in place to fight it. 
Prescribing the setting up of 
digital platforms for this purpose, 
he also suggested the need for 
e s t a b l i s h e d  o f f i c i a l  
communicat ion  channe ls ,  
verification of facts, and quick 
response, among the ways of 
dealing with fake news. 

Dr. Olayiwole averred that fake 
news thrives in a culture of 
deceit, and that trust and 
credibility on the part of the 
leadership in an organization is 
an essential requirement for the 
fight against it. According to him, 
official reaction to fake news 
should be focused on the issues, 
not people; solution, not 

complaint; and on facts and 
figures.

But how can fake news be 
identified? This question and 
many other issues thrown up in 
the preceding paper were 
responded to in the sessions 
that followed, by the various 
resource persons lined up, and 
in the various ways they deemed 
fit. Above the din of it all was the 
understanding that the human 
being is first an emotional being 
before being logical. Hence, our 
emotion must always be on 
leash to be able to identify fake 
news. But, understanding the 
concept comes from the 
answers one gets from the 
questions that follow: Is it 
original? Is it manipulated? Has 
it been shared before? What is 
the integrity of its originator? 
Why is it shared? 

A hands-on programme that it 
was, the technical sessions were 
an opportunity for group work, 
where practical exercises and 
case studies became the furnace 
that sharpened participants' 
perspectives on the various 
topics covered. And, among the 
topics which sought practical 
ways of dealing with the issues 
were: Understanding the Social 
M e d i a ;  E x p l o r i n g  t h e  
I n f o r m a t i o n  D i s o r d e r  
Ecosystem; Fact-Checking 
Strategies; Understanding 

Cultural Norms, Beliefs and 
Bias; Technical Tools for Fact-
Checking; and What is Fact-
Checking and Why is it 
Important? Long and dreary as 
they came, they were fleshed 
out with the use of Reverse 
Image Search engines such as 
TINEYE, YANDEX and BING, 
which were some of the tools 
participants were introduced to 
and which were used in the 
several exercises carried out.  

Against the backdrop of the 
prevailing information disorder 
in the media, especially the 
social media space, the course 
identified three elements of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s o r d e r :  
misinformation, disinformation 
a n d  m a l - i n f o r m a t i o n .  
Misinformation was defined as 
incor rec t  o r  m is lead ing  
information; disinformation, as 
false information intended to 
deceive; while mal-information 
is deliberate exaggeration of the 
truth or passing of information 
in a way that is harmful.

The consensus at the event 
was that information is a two-
edged sword that has built 
societies and also destroyed 
them depending on what it is 
intended for. Indeed, peddled 
with the intent to harm, words 
have a frightening propensity to 
inflict the greatest harm on the 
greatest number of people. And 
because of its duplicitous 
character, participants were 
urged to always be on the look-
out for signs of fake news. 

On the whole, the course 
exposed participants to the 
modern phenomenon of fake 
news, called attention to its 
dangers, and provided the skills 
and tools to be used to rid the 
information eco-system of its 
menace. And as participants left 
the still-glittering Asokoro 
District of Abuja, where it all 
took place, a lot had happened 
to suggest that indeed not all 
that glitters is gold. Hence, the 
need to begin to deploy their 
newfound expertise for the 
stability and progress of the 
c o u n t r y .

Goyit, is the Director, 
Broadcast New media, 
Plateau State Ministry of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
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Seeking sustainable peace and 
development through fact-checking

By WULIME GOYIT
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Mutfwang (left), welcoming the Director General, NILEST, Prof. 
Mohammed Kabiru  Yakubu

Secretary to Government of the State, Arc. Samuel Jatau, Chief of Staff 
Government House, Jeremiah Satmark and the Head of Civil Service, Barr. 
Rauta Dakok

Commissioners and Special Advisers to the Governor at the occassion

Governor Mutfwang (2nd right), DG, NILEST (right), in a photograph with 
his management team

Prof. Mohammed Kabiru Yakubu, (right) presenting shoes made by 
NILEST to Governor Mutfwang

Cross-section of delegation from NILEST with the representative of Hon. 
Beni Lar , Alfred Nankpah Gono

Mutfwang (right), in a handshake with Jos Centre Manager, NILEST, Dr. 
Bulus Habila

Plateau State Governor (middle), in a group photograph with the 
government officials and the DG, NILEST ‘s team

MUTFWANG RECEIVES DG NILEST AND MANAGEMENT
Plateau State Governor, Caleb Mutfwang recently received on a courtesy call the Director General, Nigeria Institute for Leather and Science 

Technology, (NILEST), Zaria, Kaduna State at his official residence, Government House, Rayfield, Jos
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Mutfwang being received by Prof. Ustev

Prof. Ustev (left), with the Plateau State Commissioner for Water 
Resources and Energy, Noel Nkup

Mutfwang (middle), Minister of Water Resources, Prof. Joseph Ustev 
Minister of State, Rt. Hon. Bello Muhammed Goronyo

Governor Mutfwang, in a group photograph with the Ministry’s team 

MUTFWANG VISITS MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES

MUTFWANG VISITS AVIATION MINISTER

Plateau State Governor, Caleb Mutfwang visited the Minister of Water Resources, Prof. Joseph Terlumun Ustev in his office, last week

Governor Caleb Mutfwang also visited the Minister of Aviation, Festus Keyamo (SAN)
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Mutfwang in a warm embrace with Keyamo (SAN) Keyamo (SAN) exchanging views with Governor Mutfwang

Mutfwang with Keyamo in a handshakeGovernor Mutfwang exchanging greetings with CCECC contractors
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PRESIDENT Joe Biden is set 
to announce a new policy 
t h a t  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  
hundreds of thousands of 
undocumented spouses of 
U S  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  
deportation, according to 
administration officials.

The action will apply to 
those who have been in the 
country for at least 10 
years and will allow them to 
work in the US legally.

I t  marks the most  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l i e f  
p r o g r a m m e  f o r  
undocumented migrants 
already in the US since the 
Obama administration 
announced the Deferred 
Act ion for Chi ldhood 
Arrivals, or Daca, in 2012.

The White House believes 
mo r e  t h an  500 , 000  
spouses of US citizens will 
benefit, in addition to 
50,000 young people under 
21 whose parent are 
married to an American 
citizen.

Earlier in June, Mr Biden 
vowed to make the US 
immigration system "more 
fair and more just".

P o l l s  s h o w  t h a t  
immigration is a primary 
concern for many voters 
ahead of the presidential 
election this November.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
comes ahead of an event 
m a r k i n g  t h e  1 2 t h  
anniversary of the Daca 
p r o g r a m m e ,  w h i c h  
shielded over 530,000 
migrants who came to the 
US as children - known as 
D r e a m e r s  -  f r o m  
deportation.

Last Monday, senior 
administration officials said 
t h a t  u n d o c u m e n t e d  
spouses of US citizens 
would qualify if they had 
lived in the country for 10 
years and been married as 
of 17 June.

Those who qualify will 
have three years to apply 
for permanent residency 
and will be eligible for a 
three-year work permit.

On average, the White 
House believes that those 
eligible for the process 
have been in the US for 23 
years. A majority will have 
been born in Mexico.

They will be "paroled in 
place" and allowed to 
remain in the US while their 
status is changed.

N u m b e r s U S A ,  a n  
immigration reform group, 
slammed the new policy as 
“unconscionable”.

The organisation's chief 
executive, James Massa, 
said in a statement: 
“Rather than stopping the 
worst border crisis in 
history, President Biden 
has overreached h is  
executive authority to use 
a n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
process, circumventing 
voters and their elected 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  
Congress, to send a 

US to give legal status to
 undocumented spouses

message that amnesty is 
available to those who 
enter illegally into the 
United States."

Alex Cuic, an immigration 
lawyer and professor at 
Case Western Reserve 
University in Ohio, told the 
BBC that while the action 
affected a "narrow group", 
it marked a "start" for a 
s egmen t  o f  t he  US  
immigrant population that 
historically would face 
complications normalising 
their status in the country, 
even when eligible.

"A good majority of them 
[would have] to leave the 
country in order to come 
back lawfully," he said. "It's 
like they physically enter 
t h e  U S ,  b u t  t h e i r  
immigration 'soul' doesn't 
come with them."

By allowing beneficiaries 
to parole in place, Mr Cuic 
added, officials "kill off the 
need to separate families" 
when one spouse needs to 
leave the country to apply 
for lawful permanent 
residence.

The application process is 
likely to be open by the end 

of summer, a senior 
administration official said 
on Monday.

THE White House is also 
planning to ease and speed 
up the visa process for 
h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  
undocumented immigrants 
who have received degrees 
from US universities or who 
have received a job offer in 
their  f ie ld,  inc luding 
Dreamers.

Mr Biden's announcement 
comes two weeks after he 
i s s u e d  a  s w e e p i n g  
executive order that allows 
US officials to quickly 
remove migrants entering 
the US illegally without 
processing their asylum 
requests.

That will happen once a 
daily threshold is met and 
t h e  b o r d e r  i s  
"overwhelmed", the White 
House said in a statement.

The  Amer i can  C iv i l  
Liberties Union, or ACLU, 
s u e d  t h e  B i d e n  
administration last week, 

Immigration emerged 
as a primary concern 

for US voters 
arguing that it violated US 
immigration law with the 
action.

At the time of the 
announcement, Mr Biden 
urged those who consider 
the measure "too strict" to 
"be patient".

"[In] the weeks ahead, I 
will speak to how we can 
make our immigration 
system more fair and just," 
he said.

Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, 
policy director at the 
American Immigration 
Council, said that while the 
two announcements "don't 
intersect with each other at 
all", the more recent action 
may help the administration 
" g e t  s o m e  p o s i t i v e  

h ead l i n e s  a f t e r  t h e  
pushback" they received 
o v e r  t h e  b o r d e r  
announcement.

"The Biden administration 
has been receiving a lot of 
flak from people saying 
that their focus has all been 
on new arrivals, when there 
are so many long-term 
undocumented immigrants 
stuck trying to navigate our 
complicated immigration 
system," he added.

"I think the actions you've 
seen the president taking 
over the last few weeks 
r e a l l y  g o  t o w a r d s  
addressing both those 
concerns," Mr Reichlin-
Melnick added.

Culled from BBC News.

RUSSIAN President 
 for 

supporting  
and said their countries will 
cooperate closely to overcome 
U.S.-led sanctions as he headed to 
Pyongyang yesterday for a summit 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un.

Putin's comments appeared in an 
op-ed piece in  state 
media hours before his expected 
arrival for a two-day visit as the 
countries deepen their alignment 
in the face of separate, intensifying 
confrontations with Washington.

In the North Korean capital of 
Pyongyang, the streets were 
decorated with Putin's portraits 
and Russian flags. A banner hung 
on a building said: “We warmly 
welcome the President of the 
Russian Federation.”

Putin, who will be making his first 
trip to North Korea in 24 years, said 
he highly appreciates its firm 
support of his military action in 
Ukraine. He said the countries 
would continue to “resolutely 
oppose” what he described as 
Western ambitions “to hinder the 
establishment of a multipolar 
world order based on justice, 
mutual respect for sovereignty, 
c on s i d e r i ng  ea ch  o t he r ' s  
interests.” Putin also said Russia 
and North Korea will develop trade 
and payment systems “that are not 

Vladimir 
Putin thanked North Korea

his actions in Ukraine

North Korean

controlled by the West” and jointly 
oppose sanctions against the 
countries, which he described as 
“illegal, unilateral restrictions.”

North Korea is under heavy U.N. 
Security Counci l  economic 
sanctions over its nuclear 
weapons and missile programs, 
while Russia is also grappling with 
sanctions by the United States and 
its Western partners over its 
aggression in Ukraine.

Putin said the countries will also 
expand cooperation in tourism, 
culture and education.

Before heading to North Korea, 
Putin traveled to Yakutsk, a city in 
eastern Russia, where he 
reportedly planned to meet 
regional Gov. Aisen Nikolayev, and 
receive briefings on the area's 
technology and defense-related 
projects.

Putin's visit comes amid 
abou t  an  a rms  

arrangement in which Pyongyang 
provides Moscow with badly 
needed munitions to fuel Russia's 

 in exchange for 
e conomic  as s i s t ance  and  
technology transfers that would 
enhance the threat posed by Kim's 
nuclear weapons and missile 
program.

U.S. and South Korean officials 
say military, economic and other 
exchanges between North Korea 
and Russia have sharply increased 

growing 
conce rns  

war in Ukraine

since  
in the Russian Far East, their first 
since 2019.

U.S. and South Korean officials 
accuse the North of providing 
Russia with artillery, missiles and 
other military equipment for use 
in Ukraine, possibly in return for 
key military technologies and aid. 
Both Pyongyang and Moscow 
deny accusations about North 
Korean weapons transfers, which 
would violate multiple U.N. 
Security Council sanctions that 
Russia previously endorsed.

Along with China, Russia has 
provided political cover for Kim's 
continuing efforts to advance his 
nuclear arsenal, repeatedly 
blocking U.S.-led efforts to impose 
fresh U.N. sanctions on the North 
over its weapons tests.

In March, a 
 ended monitoring 

of U.N. sanctions against North 
Korea over its nuclear program, 
prompting Western accusations 
that Moscow is seeking to avoid 
scrutiny as it buys weapons from 
Pyongyang for use in Ukraine. 
U.S. and South Korean officials 
have said they are discussing 
options for a new mechanism for 
monitoring the North.

Earlier this year, 

 which he had shown to 

Kim met Putin in September

Russian veto at the 
United Nations

Putin sent Kim 
a  h i gh -end  Aurus  Sena t  
limousine,

the North Korean leader when 
they  met  in  Sep tember.  
Observers said the shipment 
violated a U.N. resolution banning 
the supply of luxury items to 
North Korea.

John Kirby, spokesperson of the 
U.S. National Security Council, 
said the deepening relationship 
between Moscow and Pyongyang 
is concerning, “not just because 
of the impacts it's going to have 
on the Ukrainian people, because 
we know North Korean ballistic 
missiles are still being used to hit 
Ukrainian targets, but because 
there could be some reciprocity 
here that could affect security on 
the Korean Peninsula.”

Lim Soosuk, spokesperson of 
South Korea's Foreign Ministry, 
said Seoul has been stressing to 
Moscow that any cooperation 
between Russia and North Korea 
must not “proceed in a direction 
that violates U.N. Security 
C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n s  o r  
undermines peace and stability in 
the region.”

Tensions on the Korean 
Peninsulas are at their highest 
point in years, with the pace of 
both Kim's 

 
involving the United States, 
Sou t h  Ko r ea  and  J apan  
intensifying in a tit-for-tat cycle. 
The Koreas also have engaged in 
Cold War-style psychological 
warfare that involved North Korea 
dropping tons of trash on the 
South with balloons, and the 
South broadcasting anti-North 
Korean propaganda with its 
loudspeakers.

South Korea's military said 
soldiers fired warning shots to 
repel North Korean soldiers 

 the land 
border for the second time this 
month. The South's military said 
North Korean has been increasing 
construction activity in front-line 
border areas, such as installing 
suspected anti-tank barriers, 
reinforcing roads and planting 
land mines.

Putin has continuously sought 
to rebuild ties with Pyongyang as 
part of efforts to restore his 
country's clout and its Soviet-era 
alliances. Moscow's ties with 
North Korea weakened after the 
1991 Soviet collapse. Kim Jong 
Un first met with Putin in 2019 in 
Russ ia 's  eastern port  o f  
Vladivostok.

After North Korea, the Kremlin 
said Putin will also visit Vietnam 
on Wednesday and Thursday for 
talks that are expected to be 
focused on trade. The United 
States, which has spent years 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t i e s  a n d  
accelerating trade with Vietnam, 
criticized Putin's planned visit. 

weapons tests and 
combined military exercises

who 
temporarily crossed

Culled from BBC News.

Putin vows to beat sanctions with North Korea

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu 

 has, a move that 
consolidates his influence over the 
Israel-Hamas war and likely 
diminishes the odds of a cease-fire 
in the Gaza Strip anytime soon.

Netanyahu announced the step 
days after his chief political rival, 

, withdrew from the 
three-member war Cabinet. Gantz, 
a retired general and member of 
parliament, was widely seen as a 
more moderate voice.

Major war policies will now be 
solely approved by Netanyahu's 
security Cabinet — a larger body 
that is dominated by hard-liners 
who oppose the U.S.-backed 

 and want to 
press ahead with the war.

Netanyahu is expected to consult 
on some decisions with close allies 
in ad-hoc meetings, said an Israeli 
official who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were not 
authorized to brief the media.

These closed-door meetings 
could blunt some of the influence of 
the hard-liners. But Netanyahu 
h imse l f  h a s  s hown  l i t t l e  
enthusiasm for the cease-fire plan 
and his reliance on the full security 
Cabinet could give him cover to 
prolong a decision.

The war Cabinet was formed after 
the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel 

disbanded his war 
Cabinet

Benny Gantz

cease-fire proposal

when Gantz, an opposition party 
leader, joined with Netanyahu and 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in a 
show of unity.

At the time, Gantz demanded 
that a small decision-making body 
steer the war in a bid to sideline 
far-right members of Netanyahu's 
government.

He said he was fed up with a lack 
of progress bringing home the 
dozens of Israeli hostages held by 
Hamas. He accused Netanyahu of 

drawing out the war 
 and a corruption trial. He 

called on Netanyahu to endorse a 
plan that — among other points — 
would rescue the captives and end 
Hamas rule in Gaza.

When Netanyahu did not express 
support for the plan, Gantz 
announced his departure. He said 
that “fateful strategic decisions” in 
the Cabinet were being “met with 
hesitancy and procrastination due 
to political considerations.”

The disbanding of the war 
Cabinet only further distances 

to avoid new 
elections

Netanyahu from centrist politicians 
more open to a cease-fire deal with 
Hamas.

Months of cease-fire talks have 
failed to find common ground 
between Hamas and Israeli 
leaders. Both Israel and Hamas 
have been reluctant to fully 
endorse a U.S.-backed plan that 
would return hostages, clear the 
way for an end to the war, and 
commence a rebuilding effort of 
the decimated territory.

Netanyahu will now rely on the 
members of his security Cabinet, 
some of whom oppose cease-fire 
deals and have voiced support for 
reoccupying Gaza.

After Gantz's departure, Israel's 
ultranationalist national security 
minister,  ,  
demanded inclusion in a renewed 
war Cabinet. Monday's move could 
help keep Ben-Gvir at a distance, 
but it cannot sideline him 
altogether.

The move also gives Netanyahu 
leeway to draw out the war to stay 
in power. Netanyahu's critics 
accuse him of delaying because an 
end to the war would mean an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
government's failures on Oct. 7 
and raise the likelihood of new 
elections when the prime minister's 
popularity is low. 

I tamar Ben-Gvir

Culled from BBC News.

Netanyahu dissolves war cabinet 

Biden

Natanyahu
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Nigerians express views on June 12
Today marks six years since President Muhammadu Buhari declared June 12 as democracy day.  As we celebrate this 
milestone,  Hosea Nyamlong and Jidauna Daring went to town to sound out people on what they feel about the change in 
date and how it has impacted on the lives of the people.  

Dr. Ezekiel Major Adeyi, 
Head of Department of 
Political science, University 
of Jos

Democracy day was initially 
observed on May 29 to put an 
end to the long military rule. The 
political class has actualize its 
dream of establishing  civil rule 
in Nigeria's democratic process 
on May 29,1999.

H o w e v e r,  t h o s e  w h o   
participated in aborting and 
truncating the June 12, 1993, 
election that led to Sani Abacha 
and his cohorts taking over,  
have discovered that democracy 
has no alternative  and that the 
only way they could pay for 
their sins was to make June 12 
democracy day.

Realizing that citizens of the 
country, across the ethno- 
religious divides voted for the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP), 
it only made sense that the 
peoples’ mandate be respected.

Recall that before the date was 
c h a n g e d ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu  Buha r i  f o r  
whatever reason accepted and 
acknowledged the Presidential 
candidate of SDP,  late Chief 
M.K.O Abiola, as winner of the 
June 12 election and he was 
honoured.  This was meant to 
atone for the crime committed 
against the nation by those who 
annulled the election.

But in the actual sense, when 
we look at it, democracy day is 
not the question of May 29 or 
June 12. What matters most is to 
have  good governance, equity, 
citizens having a sense of 
belongings (minority), sure of 
security when they go to their 
farms, without fear of being 
killed or cows  eating up their 
crops. Until we ensure good 
governance through democratic 
process, the change from May 
29 to June 12 cannot make  
meaning.

Well, as a political scientist, 
government should not sweep 
the basic things under the carpet 
but should know that citizens are 
more comfortable when there is 
good governance,  when the 
prices of food in the market is 
affordable, when there is 
improvement in education,  
good medical services in our 

Ayuku Pwaspo, Chairman of 
the Nigeria Union of Journalists 
(NUJ), Plateau State Council
 The media played a significant 

r o l e  t o w a r d s  N i g e r i a ' s  
independence from Colonial rule 
and Nigeria's independence from 
military rule.  Nigeria's democratic 
journey in 25 years has been 
turbulent and challenging one. Till 
date, democracy in Nigeria is still 
evolving.  As watchdogs of the 
society, the media has sustained its 
function of educating the public on 
various issues and serves as a link 
between the government and the 
people. The media which serves as a 
mirror has kept the leaders and 
electorate in check through 
reportage and discourse on national 
issues. The media continues to set 
agenda for government and 
highlights societal ills, corruption 
and encourage citizens participation 
in governance.  Because of the 
media, Nigeria is today celebrating 
25  years  o f  un in te r rup ted  
democracy.  

Since 1999, May 29th was 
celebrated as Democracy day 
because it was the day,  a 
democratically elected President 
took over power from a military 
regime. In 2018, President 
Mohammadu Buhari declared June 
12, as the new date to celebrate 
Democracy Day to recognise and 
honour Chief MKO Abiola who was 
the  winner of the 1993 elections, 
acclaimed to be the freest in the 
history of Nigeria but was,  however,  
annulled by the then Head of State,  
General Ibrahim Babangida.  Before 
then,  the Yoruba's in the South-
West celebrated June 1 2  as Abiola 
day and there were agitations for 
the day to be recognised and MKO 
honoured for losing his life in the 
quest for the entrenchment of 

democratic governance in Nigeria.  
The adoption of June 12 as 

Democracy Day therefore,  was 
received with mixed feelings by 
different sections of the media. 
Reason being that the owners of the 
different media organisations have 
their specific goals and interests and 
that reflected on the reports 
published or reported by such media 
outfits to  celebrate June 12. Again, 
May 29 is still being recognised as 
the handover date in Nigeria and this 
in a way has dampened the 
excitement of June 1 2  in the sense 
that,  the media would have to still 
focus on the initial May 2 9  
celebration and sustain same till 
June 12. It may interest you to 
know that the media in the South-
West celebrate June 12 more than 
other regions based on the reasons i 
mentioned earlier. 

As citizens of Nigeria,  we must 
acknowledge that June 12 has come 
to stay. I want to urge my colleagues 
to sustain reportage on the principles 
of democracy, unity, peace and 
development of the country 
irrespective of religious,  ethnic and 
regional differences. Journalists 
should desist from reportage that are 
insensitive to the collective interest 
of the nation. The sustenance of 
democracy in Nigeria depends on the 
media and this is enshrined in 
section 22 of the 1999 constitution 
as amended. To achieve this, the 
media must promote social justice,  
human rights, rule of law. In addition 
to this, the media must sustain voter 
education, the independence of INEC 
and PLASIEC in the case of Plateau to 
ensure that the electoral process is 
free and fair. Journalists should put 
the interest of the nation above self 
and play the game by the rules and 
also focus on developmental 
journalism with focus on national 
integration for a peaceful society 
where the rights of citizens are 
respected.

Golching Istifanus Bala, 
H e a d  T e a c h e r  C O C I N  
Salvation Nursery/Primary 
School, Jenta Adams, Jos

Democracy is the government 
by the people, of the people and 
for the people.

It is a thing of joy that today, 
Nigeria is celebrating 25 years of 
uninterrupted democracy from 
the long history of the military 
rule.

As a citizen, I have mixed 
feelings, Nigeria is yet to be there 
(nascent democracy), looking at 
what is happening to our 
economy and politics.The 
country is battling with many 
challenges,  among which is 
insecurity.

Mallah  Grace Monday,a 
resident at Donkat Bali Road 
Jos

Celebrating 25 of uninterrupted 
democracy in Nigeria as a 
country, is an achievement so far.

Our leaders have  a lot of work 
to do in order to sustain the 
democratic journey of the nation.

Nigeria is faced with the issue of 
insecurity, economic challenges, 
lack of social amenities. 

I believe our leaders can do 
better in ensuring that the 
welfare of the citizens are met by 
providing the basic needs and 
also creating an enabling 
environment for them to thrive.

Jesse Azard Eleazar,a 
resident of Jos North Local 
Government Area

Nigeria today is still waxing 
stronger. Despite challenges, we 
are still one as a nation.

Nigeria is yet to attain its 
potentials, the democratic 
processes is not yet mature, our 
elections are not free and fair, 
while citizens are not satisfied 
with the government.

As a citizen of Nigeria, my 
prayers for our leaders is to lead 
the country to the promised land 
b y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  g o o d  
governance is achieved at the 
end of the day.

About the June 12, the 
administration of President 
Muhammadu Buhari recognized 
the truth and by declaring June 
12 as Nigeria's democracy day 
to those heroes that paid the 
supreme prize for democracy.

Late M.K.O Abiola won the 
elections in 1993 general 
elections, but was anulled by the 
former military President, 
General Ibrahim Babangida.

I think by extension, Buhari 
has apologized to the Yoruba 
people and the entire country.  
Buhari has strengthened the 
democratic processes of the 
country by declaring June 1 2  as 
the hallmark of democracy in 
Nigeria.

I belief in Nigeria and the way 
forward for democracy to be 
sustained in the country is by 
c i t i zens suppor t ing  any  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  p o w e r,  
irrespective of our religion, 
tribes, culture, norms and values 

Sustainability and continuity of 
June 12 is possible, only if we 
work as one, irrespective of our 
differences. God Bless Nigeria.

In a democratic set up, the 
peoples' welfare and the 
security of their lives and 
property matters, but as it is 
today, Nigeria is faced with the 
issue of insecurity. This has 
made citizens not to sleep with 
their two eyes closed.

In the political arena today, the 
system is marred with lack of 
credible, free and fair elections. 
Our elections are characterise by 
a lot of rigging. So, the mixed 
feelings arises as a result of the 
denial of the mandate of the 
citizens.  

Normally Nigeria used to 
celebrate her democracy day on 
May 2 9 ,  but the Buhari declared 
June 1 2  as democracy day 
instead of the May 29.

According to the former 
President, June 12 is seen as the 
day the most credible and fair 
election took place in the country 
in 1993 won by Late Chief M K O 
Abiola.

Historically, the election is the 
most accepted general election 
ever conducted in Nigeria.  The  
election cannot be compared 
with what is obtainable now.  It 
is therefore a day set aside to 
celebrate the gains of 
democracy.

It is our hope that as a nation, 
we will imbibe such character to 
s u s t a i n  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  
processes.

So far, Nigeria has achieved in 
some sectors, like in education, 
our universities are better 
funded, today every state in 
Nigeria has a federal university, 
education is much easer to 
access now, not like in the past.

I believe the sustainbillity of  
democracy in Nigeria, depends 
on our leaders today and the 
ones that will come in the future.

Coming down to the change of 
date of Nigeria's democracy day 
from May 2 9  to June 1 2  is the 
Buhari administration's way of 
celebrating the credible election  
conducted in 1 9 9 3 .  

As a citizen,the change of the 
date does not matter,what 
matters most,is that citizens 
want to see the dividend of 
democracy cut across the entire 
country in terms of the 
welfare,development and 
ensuring the security of lives 
and property of citizens.

Our leaders should make us 
proud by doing the needful in 
sustaining the democratic 
processes in order to better the 
future of the country.

hospitals etc,that would be more 
meaningful to Nigerians

It was just a pronouncement.  
Those who voted and  those who 
were killed while protesting the 
cancellation of the  election 
results were not recognised in 
any way nor were the dead 
compensated apart from the 
family of late M.K.O Abiola.

On a final note, government 
should know that the electorates 
do not vote on sentiment,  so 
leaders that are privileged to be 
voted through out popular 
mandate must ensure they 
provide good governance.  They  
should be thinking about what 
they can do to better the future 
of the country.



THESE are referred to in the 

Hausa language, widely spoken 

in the north, as afafata, which 

means "battling" because they 

are literally a battle to cook and 

eat as the grains are so hard.
"A few years ago, people didn't 

care about this type of rice, and 

we usually threw it away along 

with the rice hulls, but times 

have changed," Isah Hamisu, a 

rice mill worker in the northern 

city of Kano, told the BBC.
Despite the grains being 

broken, dirty and tough, 

afafata's cheaper price has 

made it more attractive for 

humans and helped poorer 

families to be able to afford to 

eat one of the staple foods in the 

country.
Fish farm owner Fatima 

Abdullahi said her fish love it but 

because people are now eating 

afafata, its price has risen.
Prices in Nigeria are increasing 

at their fastest rate for nearly 30 

years. On top of global 

pressures, President Bola 

Tinubu's cancellation of the fuel 

subsidy plus the devaluation of 

the currency, the naira, have 

added to inflation.
A standard 50kg (110lb) bag of 

rice, which could help feed a 

household of between eight and 

10 for about a month, now costs 

77,000 naira ($53; £41). This is 

an increase of more than 70% 

since the middle of last year and 

exceeds the monthly income of a 

majority of Nigerians.

In the face of this many are 

struggling to cope and in some 

states there have been cost-of-

living protests.

any more families in the north 

are now opting to buy afafata

Earlier this month in Niger 

state, central Nigeria, protesters 

blocked roads and held placards 

saying that they were being 

suffocated by the rising prices.
A few days later there was a 

similar demonstration in Kano in 

the  no r th -wes t .  I n  the  

aftermath, Governor Alhaji Abba 

Kabir Yusuf admitted there was 

starvation in his state and said a 

solution must be found.
The solution, for now, for some 

is found in afafata.
Hajiya Rabi Isah, based in Kano 

state, told the BBC that if it were 

not for this type of rice her children 

would go hungry as she cannot 

afford the normal kind.
"Normal rice is 4,000 naira 

($2.70) per bowl which is beyond 

my means, I can only afford afafata 

which is 2,500 naira ($1.69) now," 

she said. One bowl of rice from the 

market can feed an average family 

in Kano for a day.
"Without afafata, feeding my 

family would be a major issue for 

me."
Market sellers have also noticed a 

difference.
Market seller Saminu Uba has 

noticed afafata becoming more 

popular
Saminu Uba, who works in 

Kano's Medile market, said the 

afafata side of his business is 

booming.
"Most people can no longer 

afford normal rice and they 

come for this which is cheaper 

even though it tastes less 

good," he told the BBC.
One of his customers, 

Hashimu Dahiru, admits people 

are having to find ways of 

adapting.
"The cost of goods is alarming 

- in just two months the price of 

everything has doubled,'' he 

said.
"Our wives spend hours 

removing stones and dirt from 

the rice before cooking and even 

then it ends up tasting not nice, 

but we have to eat to survive."
The presidency has said it is 

doing all it can about the 

s i t ua t i on ,  i n c l ud ing  the  

distribution of more than 100 

tonnes of grains such as rice, 

millet and maize in the hope that 

it would cushion the effects of 

inflation and help lower the 

market price.
But the president's aide Bayo 

Onanuga upset many recently 

when he said that Nigeria still 

had one of the lowest costs of 

living in Africa.
The increasing price of rice is 

not a new problem though.
P r e s i d e n t  T i n u b u ' s  

predecessor,  Muhammadu 

Buhari, banned the importation 

of rice to encourage more 

Nigerian farmers to grow the 

crop, but local producers have 

been unable to meet the 

demand.
Before then Nigerian markets 

were filled with rice from 

Thailand at an affordable price 

for many.
Mr Tinubu has lifted import 

restrictions, but now the 

shortage of foreign currency and 

the falling value of the naira has 

made bringing in rice trickier. 

Courtesy, BBC

Cost of living: People turn to 'throw-away' rice for food
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As the rising cost of living continues to bite, many in northern Nigeria are turning to rice grains that millers normally reject after processing or sell to 
farmers to feed their fish

 i n the Fore ign Press
N IGERIA
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IN recent times, Plateau State has 
been in the news and social media for 
the wrong reasons as children from the 
state have been found to have been 
trafficked from the state to other parts 
of the country and even foreign 
countries. 

In a recent trending online video, over 
10 teenage Nigerian girls between the 
ages of 15 and 16 were rescued by 
authorities after they were trafficked to 
Ghana for prostitution. Among them 
were girls from Plateau State. This is 
just one out of the many arrests this 
year where Plateau girls were found in 
the list of girls trafficked for sexual 
exploitation and domestic work across 
the country. 

Statistics from the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates 
that fifteen 15 million children are 
engaged in child labour in Nigeria with 
40% of them at the risk of being 
trafficked both internally and externally 
for various purposes. They are engaged 
in domestic labour, prostitution, 
pornography, armed conflict, farm work 
and even rituals.

Due to this disturbing trend, 
Coordinator of Child Protection Network 
(CPN) in Plateau State, Mrs. Sandra 
Chikan, has recently in a press 
statement, condemned the current 
trend of trafficking children from the 
state.

Chikan, in the statement made 
available to newsmen in Jos, stressed 
that CPN would no longer condone the 
illicit acts where children and young 
girls from Plateau State are tricked, 
forced or persuaded to leave their 
homes and then transported and forced 
to work or sold and trafficked for sexual 
exploitation.

According to her, because of the 
alarming increase in cases of child 
trafficking, young girls from Plateau 
State have on several occasions been 
lured by syndicates to other countries 
and states for prostitution and child 
labour. 

“This ugly trend must stop; we have to 
rise up against it; we will no longer 
condone this situation, CPN condemns 
this dastardly act, and we call on 
parents and guardians to be aware of 
these criminals," she declared.

Describing the situation as disturbing, 
Chikan called for stiffer punishment for 
perpetrators to serve as a deterrent to 
others adding: “Parents and community 
members should not fail in their 
primary responsibility of protecting and 
training their children. Government 
s h o u l d  e x p l o r e  o p t i o n s  f o r  
implementing policies and engaging 
stakeholders in a concerted effort to 
combat this menace and criminality." 
She also called on community leaders 
to report unlawful activities and crimes 
to law enforcement agencies.

Being one of the northern states 
battling with security challenges in the 
country, many communities in Plateau 
State have been affected by 
unprovoked attacks and killings, 
resulting in the displacement of many 
residents from their ancestral homes in 
Mangu, Bokkos, Riyom, Barkin Ladi and 
Riyom local government areas of the 
state.  

While some of the displaced residents 

have run to seek refuge with 
their families or relatives, 
others are forced to live in 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDP) camps as temporary 
shelters. Over 500 persons are 
reported to be IDPs in Plateau 
State.

At such challenging times, 
among some of the social ills 
that affects people living in the 
IDP camps is trafficking in 
Persons (TIP). The human 
traffickers usually cash in on the 
humanitarian crisis and pretend 
to come with solutions. Sadly, 
they have ulterior motives 
which usually result to dire 
consequences, many experts 
have warned. 

Traffickers have a pattern of 
pretending to render help to 
unsuspecting victims. They 
come and pick out of school kids 
with promises to enroll them 
into school, or pick girls with a 
promise for a better life in large 
cities, only to turn them into 
wards of high profile sex 
trafficking rings, at the national 
or international levels. Most 
victims lured into sex trafficking 
during interviews said they were 
promised good jobs and a better 
life by the traffickers only to 
discover a different ball game 
when they arrived their new 
destinations. 

Poverty is a significant factor 
in child trafficking in Plateau 
State. Many families in the state 

struggle to make ends meet, and 
they may see child trafficking as 
a way to generate income. 
Traffickers often target poor 
families, promising them large 
sums of money in exchange for 
their children.

According to the United 
Nations, poverty is a major driver 
of child trafficking in Nigeria. The 
organization estimates that over 
70% of children who are 
trafficked in Nigeria are from 
poor families.

"Poverty is a major challenge in 
addressing child trafficking in 
Nigeria," said a UN official. "Many 
families are desperate for 
income, and they may see child 
trafficking as a way to escape 
poverty."

The lack of education and 
unemp l oymen t  a r e  a l s o  
significant factors in child 
trafficking in Plateau State. Many 
children in the state do not have 
access to education, and they 
may be forced to drop out of 
school to work and support their 
families.

According to the UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics, over 10 
million children in Nigeria are out 
of school, and many of them are 
from Plateau State. The lack of 
e d u c a t i o n  m a k e s  t h e m  
vulnerable to trafficking, as they 
may not have the skills and 
knowledge to protect themselves 
from traffickers.

In May 2022, a publication of 
the News Agency of Nigeria, 

NAN, revealed some tips released 
by the National Agency for the 
Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP), about some tricks used 
by human traffickers to lure their 
victims.

It read: "The traffickers often 
capitalised on victims’ ignorance. 
The new tricks utilised by Traffickers 
in Persons (TIP) include technology, 
hunting, fishing, surrogacy, sports; 
especially football, orphanage and 
homes, among others. Before now, 
the human traffickers were using 
direct contact, also known as 
physical contact, but have opted for 
the new tricks. The traffickers often 
leverage social media to reach the 
public, especially their target.

"Orphanage trafficking is more 

rampant wi th unreg istered 
orphanages and homes, with 
owners canvassing for poor parents 
under the disguise of caring for their 
children. We appeal to all parents to 
check the legal status of the 
Orphanage with the relevant local 
government area before releasing 
their wards. Traffickers often 
disguise as orphanage operators.”

Despite these efforts, much work 
remains to be done. Child trafficking 
is a complex issue that requires a 
susta ined and coord inated 
response from all stakeholders. It is 
only by working together that we 
can hope to protect our children 
from this scourge and ensure that 
they are able to grow and thrive in a 
safe and supportive environment.

With Palang Kasmi

By PALANG KASMI

Addressing child trafficking in Plateau State

Mrs. Chikan
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Opinion

 The most unfortunate aspect of last 

Wednesday's debate in the Senate is 

that the argument to equate cows 

with Nigerians by the northern elite 

did not start today. Even the most 

learned legal minds in the north think 

in that direction. For the eight years of 

his ruinous leadership of the country, 

the mental faculty of General 

Muhammadu Buhari tilted more to 

attaching importance to cows than to 

an average Nigerian. The Daura-born 

General is legendary in that regard. 

Buhari was reported to have led a 

delegation of Arewa chieftains to the 

late Lam Adesina, when he was the 

governor of Oyo State in the year 

2000 to tell the governor that “Your 

people are killing my people.” Buhari 

made that notorious statement in 

reaction to the herders/farmers clash 

in Oke Ogun area of Oyo State. To 

him, what mattered then was the 

number of herders killed in retaliatory 

attacks by the farmers, and not the 

calamities visited on the lives and 

property of the farmers by the Ak-47-

carrying murderous herders.
Buhari had an alibi in his Attorney-

General of the Federation (AGF), and 

Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami, 

a Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), 

whose employment of nauseating 

sophistry, while justifying the rights of 

cows above those of Nigerians, 

became notoriously legendary. 

Malami, while reacting to the Asaba 

congregation of the 17 southern 

governors where the resolution to ban 

open grazing was debated and 

adopted, cited Section 41 (1) of the 

constitution to reduce the argument 

to the pedestrian level of the rights of 

cows! On a national television station, 

Malami, witlessly intoned: “It is about 

constitutionality within the context of 

the freedoms expressed in our 

Constitution… Can you deny the rights 

of a Nigerian?” and which right was 

the then AGF talking about? Section 

41 (1) states inter alia: “Every citizen 

of Nigeria is entitled to move freely 

t h r o u g h o u t  N i g e r i a …”  T h e  

fundamental words here are 

contained in the phrase, “Every 

citizen of Nigeria.” The question to 

ask then is: Are cows human beings, 

and citizens of Nigeria?
The calamity of the Buhari era is 

that Nigerians, for the first time in 

history, had the misfortune of having 

a  nega t i ve l y  b r i l l i an t  AGF  

interpreting the spirits and letters of 

the constitution to a completely 

biddable president! Little wonder 

then that the Mai Gaskiya never 

raised a finger to defend the rights to 

life of other Nigerians apart from 

those of his kinsmen, the Fulani 

herders and their cows. That was 

why when Buhari stuttered to 

Benue, where over a hundred 

farmers were slaughtered by 

herdsmen, all he could do was to 

laugh and wonder aloud why the 

Inspector-General of Police (IGP) he 

asked to relocate to Benue State was 

not on ground! That was why Buhari 

and Malami devoted the greatest 

parts of their energy to bringing back 

the antediluvian Rural Grazing Areas 

(RUGA) policy but for the resistance 

of Nigerians.
Buhari's offspring are back in the 

Senate to defend the 'fundamental 

human rights of cows', the same way 

their forebear did. Good enough, 

Akpabio was able to push the anti-

open grazing bill through. We thank 

him for that first-ever positive act. 

While at that, we need to remind the 

Alieros and Gojes of the North that 

nobody is against the free 

movement of northerners to any 

part down south. The problem is that 

in moving about, no Nigerian is 

permitted to constitute a threat to 

the well-being of other Nigerians. It 

should be a thing of collective shame 

to the agitators of the right to free 

movement for cows that anywhere 

herdsmen go, there is always 

sorrow, tears and blood. We had 

herdsmen in our areas when we 

were growing up. The difference 

between then and now is that the 

cow herders of the past had just 

ordinary sticks, whereas the 

herdsmen of the Aliero and Goje's 

world of today carry AK-47 assault 

rifles. AK-47 is not a game-hunting 

gun.
Nigeria is indeed in a confused 

state. An average southern 

Nigerian grew up with the 

Catechism that teaches that God 

created human beings to have 

dominion over animals. The 

opposite is what the north has; a 

place where animals are more 

treasured than human beings. 

Methinks that if the northern elite 

had paid the attention they give to 

c o w s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

development of the herdsmen, the 

North would have been a lot better 

than it is today. Incidentally, only 

the children of the hoi polloi of the 

North are recruited as cow herders, 

while the children of the elite are in 

the best schools across the country 

and beyond! I have stopped 

lamenting over the calamity those 

who brought the north and the 

south together as “one indivisible” 

nation brought upon us. The reality 

on ground now is that there is no 

immediate solution to that 

fundamental problem. So, what do 

we make with the stones that the 

January 1, 1914, amalgamation 

threw on our path? The north must 

talk to itself and realise that it is 

pushing its luck with the rest of the 

nation too far!
The world has moved away from 

the precariously ambulant pastoral 

lifestyle that Aliero and Goje are 

advocating, to more sophisticated 

stationary ranches which give more 

yields in terms of dairy products 

and beef to the herders. Besides, 

while herdsmen have the right to 

freedom of movement, farmers 

and other Nigerians also have the 

rights to harvest the products of 

their farms and enjoy the peace of 

their communities. There must be a 

common ground. That solution is in 

the anti-grazing bill as proposed by 

Senator Titus Zam of Benue North-

West Senatorial District. All right-

thinking Nigerians, especially from 

the North, should embrace such a 

nob le ,  decent  and modern 

legislation. In the first instance, it is 

wicked for the elite of the North to 

keep their children in their comfy 

homes and at the same time ask 

herdsmen to tramp through the 

forests of Kano to Sekona in Osun 

State. If, in 2024, northern senators 

still have the mentality of Abdullahi 

Adamu, the former National 

Chairman of the All Progressives 

Congress (APC), former senator and 

former governor of Nasarawa State 

to wit: “The government is free to 

e s tab l i sh  g raz i ng  rese rves  

a n y w h e r e .  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  

government. If anybody thinks he is 

violent, the government has the 

monopoly of violence”, I can predict 

the end. DISASTER!
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still have the mentality of Abdullahi 

Adamu, the former National 

Chairman of the All Progressives 

Congress (APC), former senator and 

former governor of Nasarawa State 

to wit: “The government is free to 

e s tab l i sh  g raz i ng  rese rves  

a n y w h e r e .  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  

government. If anybody thinks he is 

violent, the government has the 

monopoly of violence”, I can predict 

the end. DISASTER!
Concluded

By SUYI AYODELE

Distinguished Senator Cow and his human rights 

Floating around on social media has 
been the justification that the 2014 
National Conference under President 
Goodluck Jonathan had called for a 
reversion to the old national anthem. 
If this were to be the case, the 
question is why PBAT is not prioritising 
many of the salient constitutional 
issues put forward at the time as 
needing changes too. Maybe soon the 
full pictures and reasons will unravel.
The abiding concern is whether the 

changing back to the old anthem is a 
national priority at the end of PBAT's 
first year in office. There is the concern 
also about why this change was 
undemocratically rushed through the 
National Assembly within a week, as if 
Nigerians, at large, did not deserve 
consultations because they already 
have elected occupants in the 
Assembly.
 It would have been been great if the 

National Assembly was addressing 
Nigeria's leadership deficit and the 
current inability to radically reduce 
corruption, repossess thefts of the 
national patrimony, with a boost on 
the gross national production. Which 
Nigerians complained to the Assembly 

that a new national anthem is needed? 
Nigerians are facing serious socio-
economic problems, corruption and 
insecurity challenges, and the 
National Assembly rather prioritised, 
through a rush, a retrogressive move 
to reintroduce a colonial anthem. 
Change should be progressive and not 
retrogressive. Prioritising the change 
of one national song for an older one 
does not show national seriousness. It 
does not demonstrate leadership. 
Furthermore, there are words in the 
old anthem that are problematic. For 
instance, the Yoruba, Igbo, Fulani, 
Ijaw, Ibibio, Hausa, Tiv, Idoma, etc., 
are described as tribes. These are 
nationalities that are respectively 
bigger than many European states 
that are accepted as nations. It is 
denigrating and insulting to the 
national psyche to refer to Nigeria's 
different nationalities as “tribes.” In 
Anthropology, a tribe is a band of 
p e o p l e  w i t h  r u d i m e n t a r y  
organisational structures, though 
larger than a family. Are the English a 

tribe? Definitely, one cannot call the 
Yoruba, who are of the magnitude of 
well over 50 million people in the 
larger world, with sophisticated pre-
colonial structures, as a tribe.
If we have the luxury of wanting a 

change of anthem, it would have been 
useful to call on all Nigerians to 
compete on the lyrics and the tune for 
a new song. It is retrogressive to lazily 
and lackadaisically drop what Nigeria 
has had since 1978, for some vague 
reasons, and replace it with what the 
colonial powers bequeathed. This is 
more so when the teaming 
unemployed youth of Nigeria were 
born into the use of “Arise O 
Compatriots” that was not only written 
by Nigerians but recognises Nigeria's 
history, including its unfortunate civil 
war that all agree should not be 
repeated. The “brotherhood” that 
PBAT is emphasising in the colonial 
bequeathed anthem did not prevent 
the 1967 to 1970 civil war that had the 
tremendous loss of the lives of 
brothers and even sisters.
The jettisoned anthem did not 

produce the level of corruption 

ravaging our country and neither will 
the colonial anthem heal our land. It is 
the correction of our leadership deficit 
for it to radically reduce corruption and 
deftly handle the hostile external 
dynamics that can start to cure our 
underdevelopment and the failure in 
putting Nigerians on the path towards 
utmost freedom.  Singing to a national 
anthem can be a rallying call on 
citizens to make sacrifices in the 
interest of all with respect to 
international competitions, including 
wars. But the patriotic zeal only 
evinces the desired loyalty of being 
ready to die for one's country if 
governance is of a quality of 
performance that puts the core of 
material and human rights needs of 
people on the table.

 Babafemi A. Badejo, a former 
deputy special representative of 
the UN Secretary-General for 
Somalia , is currently a legal 
practitioner and professor of 
P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  
International  Relat ions at  
Chrisland University, Abeokuta.

Concluded

Misplaced priorities and fuss over a national anthem 

By BABAFEMI A. BADEJO
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THE 4th Annual Global Meeting of 
the Forum for Innovation in African 
Universities (FIAU) is poised to be 
another  h igh ly  success fu l  
gathering of best minds in 
a c a d e m i a ,  i n d u s t r y  a n d  
government committed to finding 
solutions to post-COVID barriers to 
innovation in Africa's higher 
education sector. Scheduled to hold 

thon July 10 , 2024, at the National 
Airforce Conference Centre, Abuja, 
Nigeria, the Meeting, themed: 
“Pathways to Building Resilient 
African Higher Education for 
Economic Development,” will 
a g a i n  a t t r a c t  h i g h - l e v e l  
participants from Universities, 
C o l l e g e s  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
Po ly techn i cs /Monotechn i cs ,  
leading figures from the private 
sector and policy makers across 
Africa, Asia, and Europe to debate 
ways of addressing the sector's 
innovation challenges. 

This year's FIAU Meeting is timely 
against the backdrop of dwindling 
public perception globally about 
the relevance of higher education 
for individual and societal growth. 
Despite this, higher education 
broadens opportunit ies for 
individuals by providing access to a 
breadth of skills needed to thrive in 
life, work, and citizenship. There is 
a strong link between higher 
education, high income, and GDP 
per capita. Together, these factors 
i n c r e a s e  h u m a n  c a p i t a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
productivity, and consequently 
address poverty and inequality. 
There is a need therefore to 
redirect attention to the crucial role 
of education in general, but 
particularly higher education as a 
catalyst for achieving individual 
success in Africa. For instance, 
across Africa including Nigeria- 
Africa's largest economy and most 
populous, graduate unemployment 
is spiraling despite increased public 
investment. A major part of the 
problem is that the skills graduates 
have attained in schools do not 
align with the skills employers 
need, and this makes graduates 
unemployable in the employment 
sector. 

Clearly, at a national level, these 
factors call for increased public 
scrutiny of the role of higher 
education for Nigeria's socio-
economic development, especially 
in the wider contexts of the 
Students Loan Act 2024 recently 
signed into Law by President Bola 
Tinubu amidst his commitment to 
using education as one of the 
central pillars of his 'Eight Policy 
Priorities' designed to jump-start 
Nigeria's socio-economic growth 
under his 'Renewed Hope Agenda 
2023-27'. Guided by these 
priorities, the Federal Ministry of 
Education has laid out a 13-pillar 
Strategic Roadmap (2024-27) that 
includes, among others, ICT in 
Education, Skills Development, 
Entrepreneurship Education, 
Infrastructure, and Financing of 
different levels of Education as its 
key Ministerial Deliverables.

Against this background, high-
level speakers, panelists and 
exhibitors are converging at this 
year's FIAU Meeting to debate how 
to transform Africa's higher 
education sector. The main focus of 
their discussion is to explore ways 
of enabling higher education 
providers to embrace a number of 

proven innovation measures. 
Among others, these include 
exploring alternative financing and 
revenue-generation models (e.g., 
Public-Private Partnership) for 
higher education institutions to 
reduce their high dependency on 
p u b l i c  f u n d i n g ;  f o r g i n g  
international partnerships that 
expand access, enhance teaching 
and research quality, and foster 
knowledge/cultural exchange 
through transnational education 
( T N E ) ;  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  
education; upskilling, reskilling 
and incent iv iz ing teaching 
personnel to improve their digital 
skills and integrate ICT into their 
practice and pedagogy; enhancing 
students practical/vocational skills 
and work experience through a 
n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  
apprenticeships and internships 
schemes; increased higher 
education collaboration with 
technology firms to digitalize 
teaching and learning, and design 
and deliver curricula that truly 
address labour market needs; and 
increase investment in innovative 
and applied research that solves 
our most pressing societal 
challenges identified under the 
African Union Agenda 2063 and the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  

B y  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  
international and regional higher 
education experts and multi-sector 
stakeholders to explore these 
challenges and the opportunities in 
terms of what can be achieved, and 
how, the theme of this year's FIAU 
Annual Global Meeting indeed 
resonates strongly with national 
efforts across Africa, not just in 
Nigeria, directed at ensuring that 
higher education pays off through 
individual access to decent 
l ivel ihood opportunit ies as 
prescribed under the United 
Nations SDGs framework.  

Advancing the SDGs
Urgency of action is needed in 

paradigm shift across Africa 
towards  adap t ing  modern  
technologies and associated 
benefits including innovation, 
digital skills and entrepreneurship 
linkages as basis to engineer 
change for local and global impact. 

This urgency has become far more 
pressing today in Africa than ever 
before. Thus, prompting higher 
education stakeholders globally 
including educators, industry 
players and policy makers to 
converge in Abuja to explore what 
can be done through multi-
stakeholder commitment and 
action guided by FIAU's vision. By 
focusing on SDGs targets 4, 8, 9 
and 17, FIAU's mission in Africa 
equally is directly linked to the 
issues that we face as a region 
u n d e r  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development Goals (SDGs):

SDG 4: Quality Education
The primary focus of the FIAU 

meeting is on enhancing the quality 
of higher education in Africa. By 
addressing financial constraints, 
i m p r ov i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
integrating technology, and 
updating curricula, the event aligns 
with the goal of ensuring inclusive 
and equitable quality education 
and promoting lifelong learning 
opportunities for all.

SDG 8: Decent Work and 
Economic Growth

By bridging the employability 
sk i l l s  gap  and  promot ing  
entrepreneurship education, the 
meeting supports SDG 8, which 
aims to promote sustained, 
inc lus ive,  and susta inab le  
economic growth, ful l  and 
productive employment, and 
decent work for all. Dr. Jamil Salmi, 
a global tertiary education expert, 
highlights that "higher education 
institutions play a pivotal role in 
preparing a skilled workforce that 
can drive economic development".

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and 
Infrastructure

The focus on infrastructure and 
technology acquisition at the FIAU 
meeting aligns with SDG 9, which 
emphasizes building resilient 
infrastructure, promoting inclusive 
and sustainable industrialization, 
and fostering innovation. Mr. Colin 
Sirett, Former Head of Research 
and Technology at  A i rbus 
UK/Europe, notes that “investing in 
technological infrastructure in 
educational institutions can lead to 
significant advancements in 
innovation and industrial growth.”

SDG 17: Partnerships for the 

Goals
The collaborative nature of the 

FIAU meeting, which brings 
together international experts, 
policymakers, educators, and 
industry leaders, supports SDG 17. 
Th is  goa l  emphas izes the 
importance of partnerships in 
a c h i e v i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  
development. According to 
Professor Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, 
"Global partnerships in higher 
education can enhance the quality 
of education, drive research and 
development, and facilitate shared 
knowledge and experience".

Empowering Africa's Higher 
E d u c a t i o n  T h r o u g h  
Collaboration

One of the key advantages of the 
FIAU's July gathering is the 
potential to promote and advance 
international apprenticeships and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  
opportunities, shared knowledge, 
and experience, which can 
significantly enhance the quality 
and relevance of higher education 
in Africa. Professor Paul Tiyambe 
Zeleza, a renowned expert in 
African higher education had 
consistently emphasized that:, 
"Collaborative efforts between 
African institutions and their 
international counterparts are 
crucial for fostering innovation and 
bridging the skills gap".

The integration of research and 
development (R&D) in higher 
i n s t i t u t i o n s — u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
p o l y t e chn i c s ,  c o l l e ge s  o f  
education, and Monotechnics —can 
lead to groundbreaking discoveries 
and innovations that drive 
economic growth. Moreover, the 
meeting wi l l  h ighl ight the 
importance of policy and legislative 
support in creating an enabling 
environment for higher education 
to thrive.

Participation for change and 
impact

Analysis of the barriers to 
innovation facing the global higher 
education sector shows that the 
condit ions in many higher 
education institutions in Africa are 
more dire and require a multi-
stakeholder effort to be improved 
in a genuinely fundamental 
manner.  In  l ight  o f  th is ,  

participants at this year's Meeting 
will gain access to invaluable 
research insights, resources and 
networks to support their  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  
institutional priorities. The event 
promises insightful discussions by 
some of the leading minds in their 
fields, providing access into 
practical steps and tested methods 
for achieving across-the-board 
higher education policy priorities. 

Attendees will learn about 
alternative financing models for 
higher education providers, 
accessing funding opportunities, 
integrating advanced technologies, 
toolkit for designing curricula that 
meet labour market needs, and 
developing confident and work-
ready graduates that can go on an 
own their business and with 
attributes/skills employers need

th
For these reasons, the July 10  

4th Annual Global Meeting of the 
Forum for Innovation in African 
Universities must be seen as a 
timely 'call to action' from all 
stakeholders in African higher 
educat ion  space inc lud ing 
p r o v i d e r s ,  r e g u l a t o r s ,  
policymakers and investors. It is 
only by working together to 
accelerate innovation, through 
sustained mult i-stakeholder 
collaboration, can African higher 
education sector emerge as a 
resilient driver of economic 
development. 

“If we could read the secret 
history of our enemies, we should 
find in each man's life, sorrow and 
suffering enough to disarm all 
hostility.”

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
(27 February 1807 – 24 March 
1882)

About FIAU
Founded in 2021 as a fully 

independent non-for-profit global 
initiative, the Forum for Innovation 
in African Universities (FIAU) is the 
foremost University-Industry 
Partnership network dedicated to 
intellectual debate to strengthen 
Africa's higher education system. It 
has no ties to any political ideology 
or interest group. It Global Annual 
Meetings attract and engage 
leading minds in academe, 
businesses, governments, and the 
third sector who gather annually in 
July to debate, influence, and 
shape higher education innovation 
agendas in  Afr ica.  FIAU's  
relationship with key decision 
makers in these sectors means that 
it is a 'voice of influence' able to 
leverage the research insight, 
knowledge, and policy developed 
during their meetings to foster 
m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e  a n d  
partnerships that help strengthen 
the capacity of African higher 
education institutions to deliver 
high quality outcomes and 
graduates that contribute to their 
c oun t r i e s '  s o c i o - e conom i c  
development. As a trusted ally for 
facilitating insightful discussions, 
k now l edge  e xchange  and  
networking, its priority is to help 
A f r i c a n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
institutions to overcome their 
challenges by connecting them 
with highly reputable higher 
education and industry global 
partners that form the bedrock of 
its network.

To read about FIAU, please 
v is i t   For  
e n q u i r i e s :  w r i t e  t o  
info@fiau.org 

www.f iau .org .
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THE Igbo people of Nigeria are 
indigenous to the South Eastern 
and South Southern part of the 
country as well as some pockets of 
Middle Belt (North Central). They 
are an ethnic group well known for 
the ir  enterpr is ing,  f ierce ly 
independent and adventurous 
nature. Natively referred as Ndi 
Igbo, they are known for their rich 
cultural and social values which 
places emphasis on their ancestral 
roots and lands. To the Igbo, the 
world is a playground and they 
transverse it as they please. This is 
the Igbo mindset and identity and 
its patterns of acculturation, which 
makes it difficult for a subject of a 
single king. Among the Igbo rich 
culture and social values is the 
concept of “Aku Ruo Ulo Amata 
Onye Kpara Ya” loosely translated 
(when wealth gets home or 
ancestral land, we will know the real 
owner). Wealth in this instance is 
the physical and intellectual 
property as well as the human being 
himself (the Igbo person), for 
regardless of his sojourns and 
wealth the Igbo person is expected 
to return to Ala (the ancestral land 
in life or in death).

The “Aku Ruo Ulo” is an informal 
institutionalized socio-cultural 
practice that dates back in time, 
which entails that no matter how 
influential and how long the Igbo 
person has travelled, his wealth and 
influence should be felt by his 
community (ala nna ya or ancestral 
home). If this is not done and seen 
then his influence and wealth 
counts as nothing before his 
kinsmen and community. As a 
result, the Igbo person should or is 
required to show physical evidence 
of the wealth, influence and heights 
he has attained while in his travels 
or pursuits. This practice ensures a 
constant touch with the native 
community or land and its 
aspirations for development and 
progress. It is a socio-cultural 
practice and concept that has been 
sustained despite the economic 
challenges of the recent years and 
the restless Igbo spirit to explore 
different frontiers for survival.

The “Aku Ruo Ulo” concept or 
philosophy is therefore, a socio-
cultural and developmental practice 
that is accepted to ensure the 
continuous development of the 
ancestral places (villages) and the 
need to always think home no 
matter how far or how long the Igbo 
person has gone from his ancestral 
home. This concept incidentally 
applies even in death. The Igbo do 
not allow their dead to be buried in a 
foreign soil. This is a strong 
demonstration of the attachment to 
the homeland even in death.

A look into pre-colonial society 
shows that the various Igbo migrant 
communities such as the Aro and 
the Nri always returns to their 
ancestral homes with whatever 
knowledge or wealth acquired in 
their travels. This was also true of 
the various Igbo groups such as the 
Isu, the Oboama, and the Awka to 
mention but a few. However, two 
major events in Igbo history made 
this concept or philosophy to be 
ingrained in the Igbo consciousness 
of home and development. Firstly, 
t h e  I g b o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
westernization and modernization 
(colonial era) made it possible for a 
lot of Igbo people to leave their 
ancestral lands to sojourns in 
distant lands within Nigeria in 

search of opportunities engendered 
by colonization. 

The outward movement of the 
Igbos is well documented from 
colonial times till date especially 
movement northwards and 
westward to provide auxiliary 
services to the colonialists. Despite 
these mass movements, they never 
forget their homeland. In order to 
integrate among themselves they 
formed the Igbo town unions in any 
major towns and cities they settled. 
These town unions became a 
powerful tool for the provision of 
social amenities such as schools, 
hospitals, electricity, roads and 
small cooperatives for assisting 
struggling or sending intelligent 
students within the community 
abroad for study.

Secondly the Nigeria –Biafran civil 
war 1967-70 served as an eye 
opener to the Igbo on the need to 
think home (Aku ruo ulo) in 
whatever circumstance. As a result 
of the civil war, a lot of the returning 
Igbo were shocked to discover that 
they had become refugees in their 
homelands regardless of their 
status. Indeed, the shock of the 
“abandoned property” saga of the 
post war years reignited afresh the 
spirit of Aku ruo ulo among the Igbo 
person. This rude awakening by 
most Igbo refugees strengthened 
their resolve in the concept of Aku 
ruo ulo such that no matter what 
misfortune befell the Igbo person in 
his travels, there is that relief and 
comfort that his wealth and 
influence is felt at home and that he 
can also find succor and shelter in 
the social and infrastructural 
development of his community 
which he advertently contributed 
to.

For the foreigner, it could be 
inferred that the aku ruo ulo 
concept is a vital instrument for 
socio-cultural and infrastructure 
development among the Igbo. This 
concept therefore, embodies not 
only the presence of  wealth 
acquired but initiating and 
executing important social and 
economic projects in the various 
Igbo town and villages. It is on this 
basis that the practice is largely 
seen as an agent for sustainable 
d eve l opmen t .  The  c r u c i a l  
importance of this philosophy is 
evidence in its developmental roles 
and functions over time.

The concept has helped in 
e n g e n d e r i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  
community development. It thrives 
mostly in rural Igbo settlements or 
communities where life is more 
interdependent and based on 
communal kind of living. A critical 
examination of this concept has 
also shown that indigenous Igbo 

communities and elsewhere in 
Nigeria have fallen victims of under 
development arising from the 
remote nature of their environment 
coupled with public and private 
concentration on urban areas for 
m e a n i n g f u l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
development. This situation has 
d e p r i v e d  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  
communities in Nigeria the 
opportunity of unleashing their 
potentials and maximizing their 
human and natural resources for 
socio-economic development in 
their environment.

One of the major causes of 
underdeve lopment  in  Igbo 
communities is the absence of the 
provision of basic social amenities 
by governments. Limited attention 
has been extended to these 
indigenous communities from the 
government not minding their 
importance to national cohesion, 
integration, agriculture and food 
supply, propagation of indigenous 
values system and cultural 
sustainability. Most of these 
c o m m u n i t i e s  l a c k  b a s i c  
infrastructure compared with their 
urban counterparts, hence the 
continued menace of rural/ urban 
migration which is a bane to 
national economic planning, growth 
and development.

Against this backdrop and coupled 
with the lessons of the contacts with 
the colonialists and the events of 
the Nigeria Biafra civil war the Aku 
ruo ulo philosophy has evolved and 
has been integrated into the Igbo 
consciousness to fill the gap created 
by lack of government attention 
and the need to avoid a repeat of 
the bitter lessons of the war years. 
With the understanding that 
sustainable development is that 
kind of progressive change that 
ensures quality standard of living of 
a people in a continuous and 
progressive manner, it could be 
argued that the Aku ruo ulo concept 
is an agent of sustainable 
community development. The 
materialization of this concept has 
crystallized into developments that 
cover sectors such as agriculture, 
health,  cul ture,  educat ion, 
economic empowerment and social 
cohesion. This has been evident in 
the number of self-help projects like 
water boreholes, health centers, 
roads and drainage, provision and 
of course the building and 
maintenance of places of worship, 
community schools and modern 
houses for habitation. The aku ruo 
ulo concept can therefore, be seen 
from the various developmental 
projects undertaken by the various 
Igbo communities.  Some of these 
principles to be highlighted here 
include but not limited to (a) the 

principle of self-reliance, (b) the 
principle of self-growth (c) the 
principle of self-help (d) the 
principle of onye aghala nwanne 
(No one should be left behind).

The principle of self reliance: 
Th i s  p r i n c i p l e  encou rages  
indigenous communities to be self-
reliant, utilizing available resource 
in their environment even outside 
of Igbo land to improve the socio-
economic standards of living 
without necessary waiting for 
external help from the government. 
The principle promotes greater 
c o h e s i v e n e s s  a n d  t o t a l  
commitment to the cause of 
commun i ty  and  communa l  
articulation and actions towards the 
sustainable growth of the socio-
e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
community.

The principle of self growth: 
The major purpose of this principle 
is that communities should not be 
stagnant or feel satisfied or fulfilled 
at a particular stage of their socio-
economic development, rather they 
should strive to growth from one 
stage of development to another 
growing sustainably in their socio-
e c o n o m i c  l i v e s  i n  t h e i r  
environment.

The principle of self help: This 
principle presupposes that the Igbo 
regardless of his travels and wealth 
and no matter how long he had left 
the village, should cooperate with 
other members of his community to 
solve their problems through joint 
efforts with little or no assistance 
from the external bodies. Through 
this philosophy people in the 
community aspire to develop their 
community by joining forces to 
confront various needs of the 
commun i ty.  Th i s  p r i nc ip l e  
d i s cou rages  l a z i ness ,  and  
motivates communities to harness 
avai lable resources in the 
environment for meaningful socio-
economic development without 
necessarily waiting for external 
interventions. It motivates various 
individuals and socio-cultural 
groups to come together to better 
their communities.

The principle of onye aghala 
nwanne ya: This principle made 
the Igbo people to grow together 
even in their adversity. It shows 
that  ex tended fami ly  and  
communi ty  a re  o f  u tmost  
importance in Igbo land.  “To be” is 
to be part of an extended family 
(Nwanne) literally means mother's 
child, that is, sister or brother. 
Interestingly, mother here does not 
mean the biological mother but the 
earth goddess Ala. Ala is the mother 
of all Igbo people, from her comes 
forth and returns the Igbo people. 
Hence Nwanne as extended family 

member does not mean that the 
Igbo people resemble one another, 
speak the same language, behave 
the same way but simply are 
offspring of the same Ala. They 
share common fate and experience 
as a people. In this, the Igbo 
wherever they see themselves, 
especially outside of “Igbo land” 
where they are likely to be 
vulnerable and far away from home 
“Ala's protection see themselves as 
Nwanne (brethren). Therefore, the 
Aku should ruo ulo so that the 
in f luence  and  wea l th  and  
contribution of Nwanne can be felt 
at home in terms of infrastructure 
and financial developments. The 
Ala from which he emigrated must 
feel the impact of the Nwanne or 
Nwa ya who has gone to seek for 
means to better himself, his chi and 
his Ala. And, therefore, it is not only 
the aku that should and must get 
home or reach home but also the 
Igbo person either in life or in death 
because the person himself is 
greater than even wealth (madu ka 
aku) and if so then the greater need 
to bring the person home either in 
life or in death and more 
importantly the body and some of 
the departed Igbo person is 
expected to integrate back into the 
a la  (ances t ra l )  roo ts  and  
communication is ensured between 
the dead ancestors and the living 
generations.

Conclusion:
Seen from the general perspective 

that charity begins at home the 
practice of (Aku ruo ulo) in Igbo 
society is an age long practice that 
has been from generation to 
generation, but more importantly 
became a relaying point for Igbo 
presence and survival since the end 
of the civil war 1970. In spite of the 
transformation in society especially 
in the area of ICT which has bridged 
gaps in distance and time there is 
the continuous consciousness of the 
Aku ruo ulo practice among the 
modern Igbo. This is also rooted 
and connected to sustainable 
community development projects 
embarked upon by individual Igbo 
or groups for the progress of their 
communities. This essay which has 
been made a research topic have 
brought to fore that no matter the 
level of societal change and 
civilization, the Aku ruo ulo practice 
is a phenomenon that cannot be 
underrated because of the 
important role it has helped to 
engender in Igbo society. These 
roles are better appreciated 
because of deficits in good 
governance in the area of 
provis ions of  d iv idends of  
democracy to the people. The 
resilience of this philosophy and 
practice has shown vis-a vis its 
contribution towards sustainable 
development that despite the 
torrents of explosion in ICT it 
qualifies as a model for sustainable 
community development.

All the challenges posed to the 
Igbo notwithstanding, the people 
with their community spirit 
embedded in the Aku ruo ulo 
concept, have continued to cement 
their survival resolve in the post war 
era and current  economic  
challenges. A study in the Igbo 
community system of Aku ruo ulo 
could therefore be a bedrock for 
N i g e r i a ' s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
infrastructural success.

Udechukwu Gera ld  and 
Anyanechi Chukwudi are staff 
of Institute of Archaeology and 
Museum Studies, Jos.
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 Aku Ruo Ulo concept as a development model
By UDECHUKWU GERALD and 

ANYANECHI CHUKWUDI





NIGERIA is facing its worst economic 
crisis in decades, with skyrocketing 
inflation, a national currency in free-
fall and millions of people struggling to 
buy food. Only two years ago Africa's 
biggest economy, Nigeria is projected 
to drop to fourth place this year.

The pain is widespread. Unions 
strike to protest salaries of around $20 
a month. People die in stampedes, 
desperate for free sacks of rice. 
Hospitals are overrun with women 
wracked by spasms from calcium 
deficiencies.

The crisis is largely believed to be 
rooted in two major changes 
implemented by a president elected 15 
months ago: the partial removal of fuel 
subsidies and the floating of the 
currency, which together have caused 
major price rises.

A nation of entrepreneurs, Nigeria's 
more than 200 million citizens are 
skilled at managing in tough 
circumstances, without the services 
states usually provide. They generate 
their own electricity and source their 
own water. They take up arms and 
defend their communities when the 
armed forces cannot. They negotiate 
with kidnappers when family members 
are abducted. 

But right now, their resourcefulness 
is being stretched to the limit.

A map of Nigeria locating Kano, 
Ibadan and the state of Nasarawa. 
Lagos and Abuja are also located.

On a recent morning in a corner of 
the biggest emergency room in 
northern Nigeria, three women were 
convulsing in painful spasms, unable 
to speak. Each year, the E.R. at 
Murtala Muhammed Special ist 
Hospital in Kano, Nigeria's second-
largest city, received one or two cases 
o f  hypoca l c em ia  caused  by  
malnutrition, said Salisu Garba, a 
kindly health worker who hurried from 
bed to bed, ward to ward.

Now, with many unable to afford 
food, the hospital sees multiple cases 
every day.

Mr. Garba was sizing up the women's 
husbands. Which source of nutrition 
he recommended depended on what 
he thought they could afford. Baobab 
leaves or tiger nuts for the poor; 
boiled-up bones for the slightly better 
off. He laughed at the suggestion that 
anyone could afford milk.

More than 87 million people in 
Nigeria, Africa's most populous 
country, live below the poverty line — 
the world's second-largest poor 
population after India, a country seven 
times its size. And punishing inflation 
means poverty rates are expected to 
rise still further this year and next, 
according to the World Bank

Last week, unions shut down 
hospitals, courts, schools, airports and 
even the country's Parliament, striking 
in an attempt to force the government 
to increase the monthly salary of $20 it 
pays its lowest workers.

But over 92 percent of working-age 
Nigerians are in the informal sector, 
where there are no wages, and no 
unions to fight for them.

For the Afolabi family in Ibadan, in 
southwestern Nigeria, the descent into 
poverty started in January with the 
loss of an electric tuk-tuk taxi.

Forced to sell the taxi to pay his 
wife's hospital bills after the difficult 
birth of their second child, Babatunde 
Afo labi  turned to occas ional  
construction work. It paid badly, but 
the family managed.

 “We had no thoughts about 
starvation,” he said.

Patients wait to be seen at the 
Murtala Muhammad General Hospital. 
The crowds are thinner than they used 
to be, as many can no longer afford the 
bus fare.

But then, he said, cassava — the 
cheapest staple in many parts of 
Nigeria — tripled in price.

All they can afford now, he said, is a 
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few biscuits, a little bread, and for their 6-
year-old, 20 peanuts a day.

Nigeria is a country heavily dependent 
on imported petroleum products, despite 
being a major oil producer. After years of 
underinvestment and mismanagement, 
its state refineries produce hardly any 
gasoline.

For decades, the national soundtrack 
has been the hum of small generators, 
fired up during daily power outages. 
Petroleum products move goods and 
people around the country.

Until recently, the government 
subsidized that petroleum, to the tune of 
billions of dollars a year.

Many Nigerians said the subsidy was 
the only useful contribution from a 
neglectful and predatory government. 
Successive presidents have pledged to 
remove the subsidy, which drains a hefty 
chunk of government revenue — and 
later backtracked fearing mass unrest.

Nigeria is a country that runs on 
impor ted  gaso l i ne ,  wh i ch  the  
government has long subsidized to the 
tune of billions of dollars a year.

Bola Tinubu, who was elected Nigeria's 
president last year, initially followed 
through.

“It was a necessary action for my 
country not to go bankrupt,” Mr. Tinubu 
said in April, at a meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Saudi Arabia.

Instead, many Nigerians are 
going bankrupt — or working 
multiple jobs to stay afloat.

Mr. Garba, the hospital worker, 
used to be solidly middle class, even 
though 17 family members, 
including 12 children, depended on 
him.

After shifts at the hospital, where 
he is setting up the first statewide 
ambulance service in addition to 
working in the emergency room, for 
which he is paid $150 a month, he 
heads to the Red Cross. There he 
occasionally receives a $3.30 
volunteer stipend for helping tackle 
a severe diphtheria outbreak.

At night, he works at the 
pharmacy that he and a colleague 
set up. But few people have money 
for medicine anymore. He sells 
about $7 worth of medication per 
day. 

Last year, Mr. Garba sold his car 
when the gas subsidies were 
removed, and now takes a tuk-tuk to 
work. Unable to power the 
generator, he reads medicine labels 
at the pharmacy by the light of a 
small solar lantern. He can only 
afford to buy rice and cassava in 
small quantities.

L i f e  unde r  t he  p r ev i ous  
government was very expensive, he 

said, but nothing like today.
“It's very, very bad,” he said.
It's gotten so dire that there have 

been several deadly stampedes for free 
or discounted rice distributed by the 
government — including one in March at 
a university in the central state of 
Nasarawa where seven students were 
killed.

The vast majority of Nigerians work in 
the informal sector, with no salaries, 
unions, or safety net. And because of 
skyrocketing inflation, many can no 
longer afford basics, like food.

Mr. Tinubu promised to create a 
million jobs and quadruple the size of 
the economy within a decade, but has 
not said how. The International 
Monetary Fund said last month the state 
has started subsidizing fuel and 
electricity again — though the 
government has not acknowledged this. 

“There's still very little clarity — if any 
— on where the economy is headed, 
what the priorities are,” said Zainab 
Usman, a political economist and 
director of the Africa Program at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace.

A spate of new crypto-mining games 
that promise to generate income the 
more the user plays has people across 
Nigeria spending all day tapping on their 
smartphone screens, desperate to earn 
a few dollars.

People tap as they pray, in mosques 
and churches. Children tap under desks 
at school. Mourners tap at funerals.

Many Nigerians desperately hope that 
hours spent tapping on smartphone 
cryptocurrency apps will eventually earn 
them a bit of cash. One man, Rabiu 
Biyora, says he made millions of naira 
this way.

There's no guarantee any of them will 
ever benefit from the hours they put in 
mindlessly tapping.

Then again, they can't count on the 
national currency, the naira 

The government has twice devalued 
the naira in the past year, trying to 
enable it to float more freely and attract 
foreign investment. The upshot: It's lost 
nearly 70 percent of its value against the 
dollar.

Nigeria cannot produce enough food 
for its growing population; food imports 
rise 11 percent annually. The currency 
devaluation caused those imports — 
already expensive because of high 
tariffs — to explode in price.

Nigerians can become paupers 
almost overnight. So they're 
searching for anything that might hold 
its value — or ideally, get them rich.

“People are looking for me 
everywhere,” said Rabiu Biyora, the 
undisputed king of tapping in Kano, 
opening one of his five foldable 
phones to add to his 2.7 billion taps on 
the TapSwap app. “Not to attack me, 
but to collect something from me.”

A relaxed, businesslike 39-year-old 
followed everywhere by young tech-
savvy acolytes, Mr. Biyora would only 
say that he made “over $10,000” from 
the previous tapping craze.

With the proceeds from his tapping, 
Rabiu Biyora is opening an office in 
Kano to promote and educate people 
on cryptocurrencies. Nigeria already 
has the world's second highest 
cryptocurrency adoption rate.

He profits from everyone else's 
taps, so he encourages them in posts 
on social media, and by providing free 
internet to anyone willing to sit 
outside his house. Nigerians don't 
need much encouragement — despite 
the risks and volatility, Nigeria has the 
second highest cryptocurrency 
adoption rate in the world.

So every evening, struggling young 
men gather by Mr. Biyora's home and 
tap.

In much of Nigeria, it's normal to 
share with your neighbors and give 
alms to the poor.

Every day, people come to the gate 
of Kano's Freedom Radio station to 
drop off sheets of paper containing 
heartfelt appeals for help paying 
medical bills or school fees, or to 
recover from some disaster.

A radio presenter chooses three to 
read out daily, and often a 
sympathetic listener calls in to pay the 
supplicant's bill. 

But lately the appeals have 
multiplied, and offers of help have 
dried up.

Good Samaritans used to come to 
the E.R. and pay strangers' bills for 
them, Mr. Garba said. That rarely 
happens now either.

Still, Mr. Garba said, the number of 
patients coming to his hospital has 
almost halved in recent months.

Many of the sick never even make it. 
They can't afford the 20-cent bus ride.

Ruth Maclean is the West Africa 
Bureau chief for The Times.

Feature

By 
RUTH MACLEAN &

ISMAIL AUWAL

Nigeria confronts its worst economic crisis

A woman suffering from hypocalcemia, caused by a lack of 
calcium, in a hospital in Nigeria. Food prices have shot up and 
Nigerians are not eating enough

RUTH Maclean and Ismail Auwal's 
feature story with the title 'Nigeria 
Confronts Its Worst Economic Crisis in a 
Generation', published on June 11, 
reflected the typical predetermined, 
reduc t ion i s t ,  derogatory,  and  
denigrating way foreign media 
establishments reported African 
countries for several decades.  

Because of the misleading slant of the 
report, we need to clear up some 
misconceptions conveyed by the 
reporters as regards the economic 
policies of the Tinubu administration 
that came into power at the end of May 
2023. 

Most significant about the report was 
that it painted the dire experiences of 
some Nigerians amid the inflationary 
spiral of the last year and blamed it all on 
the policies of the new administration. 
The report, based on several interviews, 
is at best jaundiced, all gloom and 
doom, as it never mentioned the 
positive aspects in the same economy as 
well as the ameliorative policies being 
implemented by the central and state 
governments.  

To be sure, President Tinubu did not 
create the economic problems Nigeria 
faces today. He inherited them. As a 
respected economist in our country, 
once put it, Tinubu inherited a dead 
economy. The economy was bleeding 
and needed quick surgery to avoid being 
plunged into the abyss, as happened in 
Zimbabwe and Venezuela. This was the 
background to the policy direction taken 
by the government in May/June 2023: 
the abrogation of the fuel subsidy 
regime and the unification of the 

multiple exchange rates. 
For decades, Niger ia had 

maintained a fuel subsidy regime 
that gulped $84.39 billion between 
2005 and 2022 from the public 
treasury in a country with huge 
infrastructural deficits and in high 
need of better social services for its 
citizens. The state oil firm, NNPC, 
the sole importer, had amassed 
trillions of naira in debts for 
absorbing the unsustainable 
subsidy payments in its books. By 
the time President Tinubu took over 
the leadership of the country, there 
was no provision made for fuel 
subsidy payments in the national 
budget beyond June 2023. The 
budget itself had a striking feature: 
it planned to spend 97 percent of 
revenue servicing debt, with little 
left for recurrent or capital 
expend i tu re .  The  p rev ious  
government had resorted to 
massive borrowing to cover such 
costs. Like oil, the exchange rate 
was also being subsidized by the 
government, with an estimated 
$1.5 billion spent monthly by the 
CBN to 'defend' the currency against 
the unquenchable demand for the 
dollar by the country's import-
dependent economy. By keeping the 
rate low, arbitrage grew as a gulf 
existed between the official rate and 
the rate being used by over 5000 
BDCs that were previously licensed 
by the Central Bank. What was 
more, the country was failing to fulfil 
its remittance obligations to airlines 
and other foreign businesses, such 

that FDIs and investment in the oil sector 
dried up, and notably Emirate Airlines cut 
off the Nigerian route. 

President Tinubu had to deal with the 
cancer of public finance on the first day 
by rolling back the subsidy regime and 
the generosity that spread to 
neighbouring countries. Then, his 
administration floated the naira. 

After some months of the storm, with 
the naira sliding as low as N1,900 to the 
US dollar, some stability is being 
restored, though there remain some 
challenges. The exchange rate is now 
below N1500 to the dollar, and there are 
prospects that the naira could regain its 
muscle and appreciate to between N1000 
and N1200 before the end of the year. 
The economy recorded a trade surplus of 
N6.52 trillion in Q1, as against a deficit of 
N1.4 trillion in Q4 of 2023. Portfolio 
investors have streamed in as long-term 
investors. When Diageo wanted to sell its 
stake in Guinness Nigeria, it had the 
Singaporean conglomerate, Tolaram, 
ready for the uptake. With the World 
Bank extending a $2.25 billion loan and 
other loans by the AfDB and Afreximbank 
coming in, Nigeria has become bankable 
again. This is all because the reforms 
being implemented have restored some 
confidence. 

The inflationary rate is slowing down, 
as shown in the figures released by the 
National Bureau of Statistics for April. 
Food inflation remains the biggest 
challenge, and the government is 
working very hard to rein it in with 
increased agricultural production. The 
Tinubu administration and the 36 states 
are working assiduously to produce food 

in abundance to reduce the cost. Some 
state governments, such as Lagos and 
Akwa Ibom, have set up retail shops to 
sell raw food items to residents at a 
lower price than the market price. The 
Tinubu government, in November last 
year, in consonance with its food 
emergency declaration, invested 
heavily in dry-season farming, giving 
farmers incentives to produce wheat, 
maize, and rice. The CBN has donated 
N100 billion worth of fertiliser to 
farmers, and numerous incentives are 
being implemented. In the western 
part of Nigeria, the six governors have 
announced plans to invest massively 
in agriculture. 

With all the plans being executed, 
inflation, especially food inflation, will 
soon be tamed. 

Nigeria is not the only country in the 
world facing a rising cost of living 
crisis. The USA, too, is contending with 
a similar crisis, with families finding it 
hard to make ends meet. US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen raised this 
concern recently. Europe is similarly in 
the throes of a cost-of-living crisis. As 
those countries are trying to confront 
t h e  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  T i n u b u  
administration is also working hard to 
overturn the economic problems in 
Nigeria. 

Our country faced economic 
difficulties in the past, an experience 
that has been captured in folk songs. 
Just like we overcame then, we shall 
overcome our present difficulties very 
soon.  

Bayo Onanuga, Special Adviser 
t o  P r e s i d e n t  T i n u b u  o n  
Information and Strategy

...NYT’s jaundiced report on Nigeria's current economic situation  
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